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WASSAIL! WASSAIL! 

There was a good turn out of over 20 members 
for the sixth Ratby Wassail at the village 
Community Orchard on Taverner Drive. 
We met at The Railway Inn before starting the 

traditional noisy procession to the orchard. 

Leicester Orphean Orchestra musicians 
provided the music for the wassail songs as we 

circled the trees. 
The traditional ‘toast’ was performed to ensure 
a good crop of apples in the coming year, and 
the group gathered round the wheelbarrow 
barbecue for roasted chestnuts and potatoes. 

Then it was back to the Railway Inn to present 
the ‘good luck’ tray of evergreens to the 
landlady in customary style. 

If you would like to join the Orchard Group and help us 
to celebrate the 10" Anniversary of the Orchard this 
year, please ring Steve or Sue on 239 4873. 

Wassailers gather outside the pub before 
heading off to the Orchard. 

VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT 
FOR RATBY 

What is a village Design Statement? 
It is a document which sets out clear and 
simple guidance for the design of any future 
development for Ratby, based on its character, 
history, and surrounding countryside. It is 
important that it represents the views of the 
village as a whole. 

Who produces the Village Design Statement 
for Ratby? 
The people of Ratby do. They research, 
develop, write and edit it. 

What are the benefits to Ratby villagers? 
By describing the character and distinctiveness 
of Ratby it will offer a positive way for local 
people to ensure that the nature and quality of 

development makes a natural progression from 
village past into the future. 

How can | become involved? 
A team of Ratby villagers are in the process of 
producing a Village Design Statement, and will 
welcome you to join them at any of the 
meetings. Frequency of meetings has yet to be 

finalised, but they are held in the evenings to 

enable working people to attend. 

Please phone 239 5350 for details of future 
meetings. 

Jayne Rayne 

RATBY SCOUTS NEW DISTRICT NAME 

The group is now to be called ‘South West Leicester.’ On 
November 19" our District Commissioner and his 
Deputy came along to the Beavers and Cubs to present 
them with their new District Badge. The new badge of 
the Hindustani Tiger was chosen from a Royal 
Leicestershire Regiment selection.



THE LADIES CIRCLE 
»] 

JULIE S The Ladies Circle at the Methodist Church 

~ meet on the first Monday evening of each 
HAIRDRESSING month at 7.30. We are a mixed bunch both 
MAIN STREET RATBY in age and character who relax together for a 

couple of hours and follow a varied programme 
- all good fun. We welcome any lady to join us - 

Traditional and Modern Styling you are sure to see a face you know so don't 
be shy. 

Telephone 239 2406 The programme for the rest of the year is as 
follows:- 

See eae February 15th Silent Auction 
M. A JI = : March 3rd Planning evening for a 
_ DRIVING TUITION — : Forties night we are holding in October to raise 

— funds for a charity. 
CHRIS ATKINSON FULLY QUALIFIED A.D.I. . 

@ QUALITY INSTRUCTION AT LLY QUALIF PRICES April 7th Beatle Drive 

@ EXPERT AND FRIENDLY TUITION ALL DRIVERS PUT AT EASE 

@ PASS PLUS REGISTERED 

@® THEORY TEST HELP AND ADVICE 

@ ONE HOUR. ONE AND A HALF, AND TWO HOUR LESSONS 

@ ONE TO ONE TUITION IN A NEW AIR CONDITIONED CAR RATBY WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

® MOTORWAY LESSONS 

In December we held our Christmas party. We 
enjoyed a buffet supper and were entertained by a 
magician. The evening ended with members 
joining together to sing carols. 

A?) The New Year started with an informal meeting of 
tea, chat and a fun quiz. 

Our next meeting is on 13" February at the Village 
Hall, Main Street at 7.30 p.m. If you are interested 

S A. GOODWIN 
in joining us call in on the evening or telephone 

CARPENTRY, JOINERY & the President on 238 6398 
PROPERTY REPAIRS 

OUG 2387316 OR 

5 STATION ROAD RATBY 
0116 239 3287 

ese Eee ae For the Largest Selection in Ratby of 
PLUMBING BEERS WINES and Spirits 

a et A VAST CHOICE OF CONFECTIONERY & 
SOFT DRINKS 

FENCING GATES A LARGE VARIETY OF GREETING CARDS, 
WRAPPING PAPER and STATIONERY 

DECORATING, FLOOR. & WALL TILING 

PLASTERING & COVING NEWSPAPERS and MAGAZINES 

DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR DAILY 
FASCIAS / SOFFITS & GUTTERING 

RADIATOR COVERS SKETCHLEY DRY CLEANING 

PLUS ALL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS Video rental and Photocopyin 

NO JOB TOO SMALL OPEN Monday-Friday 6.15-1pm. 2.30-10pm 
Saturday 6.15-10pm 

Sunday 7.30-2pm. 7pm-9pm 



ART EXHIBITION AND CRAFT FAIR 
NOVEMBER 18" 2007 

We would like to thank everyone who helped 
make this event such a success. From visitors 
who made an enormous effort to come despite 
appalling weather conditions, to those who 
gave their time and energy so generously and 
wholeheartedly. 
Ladies from the WI did a tremendous job and 
were kept very busy serving cups of tea and 

home baked refreshments, and generally 
helping to keep the atmosphere friendly and 
relaxed 
The standard of art and craft work was 
excellent and such a delight to find so much 
talent locally. 

Please keep up the good work and get started 
on a new piece, or enter for the first time 
(maximum of 3 pieces, £1 entry fee for each) at 
our next exhibition and fair. 
This will be held in the 2 Village Hall, Main 
Street, on Sunday 16" November 2008. 
Make a note in your diary now! Everyone 

RATBY SCHOOL REUNION 

Following the success of last year’s get 
together, | am arranging another one for this 
year. 
It will be held on Friday May 16™ in the same 
venue; Caterpillar Sports and Social Club in 
Desford. 
There will be a small charge of £1 per head 
towards the cost of room hire. 
Come along and enjoy a chat, a look through 

old photos, and try to work out who everyone 
is! There will be drinks and nibbles. Help us to 
make it another enjoyable night. 

Contact me on 01455 282504, or mobile 
phone; 

07770 863 061. Or e-mail me at; 
John.cavendish@btopenworld.com 

PPPS LON NIN NSLS NGS 

John Cavendish 

SPRING IS COMING 
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welcome. We look forward to seeing you. S$ We are looking for a village photo that captures 
the essence of spring for our next front page! 

‘ Check the deadline on page 7 for contact 
S details. 
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Ratby Village Society Anti-litter Group. 
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Porter’s Discount Carpets 
121/3 STATION ROAD, RATBY 

TELEPHONE 239 3238 or 239 5202. MOBILE 07860 551142 

SHOP AT HOME 
SERVICE 

QUALITY AT THE 
RIGHT PRICE 

iba oer’ 77 QUICK: STEP” 

Laminated Flooring 

PENTHOUSE 
CARPETS 

FREE FITTING NAIAN 
ON ALL CARPETS 
EXCEPT REMNANTS slike GEORGIAN 

pol CARPETS 



PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER 

Effort rewarded 

On a cold winter evening two intrepid parish 
councillors toured Ratby seeking festive 
decorations which would appeal most to 
children. The displays chosen by the “Ratby 
two” have received a small token of 

appreciation for their contribution to the festive 
spirit. Congratulations go to Mr & Mrs Murray 
of Markfield Road and Mr Kiffin of Nicholas 

Drive; Mr & Mrs Scowan of Church Lane and 
Mr Parker of Brook Drive; Mr & Mrs Greening 

of Markfield Road, Mr & Mrs Marston of 

Middlebrook Close, Mr & Mrs Cullen of Dane 
Hill, and Mr Tate of Station Road. 

Joyful noise 

Churches Together and Ratby Parish Council 
are pleased to report that the traditional Carol 
singing round the Christmas tree was well 
attended; once again our thanks go to those 
who contributed to the success of the event. A 
collecting tin was passed around and a 
donation of £52.46 for Scope was received; 
this is an excellent result. We kept the tradition 
alive, we made a joyful noise in the heart of our 
village, and we helped someone else along the 
way. Shall we do it again next year? And if we 
do, will you bring a friend? 

[0 OAKLANDS 
(@ RIDING SCHOOL 

WE CATER FOR EVERYONE FROM 
THE NOVICE TO EXPERIENCED RIDER 

All weather riding area 
Ring Julie on 238 7570 

—— 

A. COLEY 
Plumbing and Heating Repairs 

New Installations, Bathrooms, Showers 
ae seo oe 

For a full range of Services contact; 
4 Saxons Rise 

RATBY LE6 ONF 

Telephone 239 4277 

Annuai Parish Meeting 

The Local Government Act 1972 decrees that 
every English Parish must have an annual 
parish meeting between 1 March and 1 June. 
A parish meeting is not a meeting of the parish 
council it is a meeting of the local government 
electors for the whole parish — where will we 
find a room large enough to hold such an 
event? 

A parish meeting may discuss and pass 
resolutions on the public activities and policies 
of any local authority, public body, government 
department or public service provided that they 
affect the parish specifically. 

lf the parish has a parish council then the Clerk 
to that council will assemble the agenda which 
must be published up to 28 days (depending 
on the nature of the discussions) before the 
meeting. 

The annual Ratby parish meeting will be held 
on Wednesday 23” April 2008. Notice of the 
agenda will be posted on Wednesday 26" 
March 2008. 

Ratby Rates 

The parish council has agreed to ask for a 
precept of £93,000-for the forthcoming year 
2008/2009; this is an increase of just 28.61p 
per elector for the year. 

— 

HIS and HERS 

LADIES AND GENTS 
HAIR DRESSING 
OAPs REDUCED RATES 

Appointments not always necessary. 

156 STATION ROAD, RATBY 

239 4429 

= 



Village Society Notes 

To round off 2007 we all enjoyed a “bring and 
share" supper, followed by team games which 
involved some mental agility and mirth. We 
were also pleased to welcome P.C. Justin 
Hayes and colleague who spent some time 
getting to know us and vice versa. 

At the start of the New Year Andy Cereseto 
presented another of his very successful 
"Personalities Revealed” interviews. 
"Volunteers" to be interviewed came from 
suggestions by Village Society members and 
proved to be a most interesting choice. Their 
lives, interests and achievements were 
revealed by Andy's careful questioning. 

Horace Gamble was the first in the chair. Born 
in Leicester, he has lived in Ratby for twenty- 
one years. He talked about his work as a 

draughtsman and architect, with a short break 
for National Service in the Navy. His early 
interest in drawing and railways continued in 
later life as he became a keen painter, 
photographer and founder of the Leicester 
Railway Society. He has also been very active 

in the Church community, serving as Church 
Warden among many other duties. 

Brian Rayne was also born in Leicester, into a 

family whose roots were in the north-east of 
England. After serving an apprenticeship in 
engineering he worked for various companies 
as a precision engineer and became works 
manager. His interest in motor bikes led to a 

job in a motor-cycle shop and membership of 
the Vintage Motor Cycle Club. Latterly he 
worked at Glen field Hospital, progressing to 
Head Porter. His enthusiasm for this work was 

obvious. Other interests include playing in a 
brass band but there was no time to explore 
this avenue as our next "victim" was waiting in 
the wings. 

MAY DAY in RATBY 
Do you have memories and photographs 
you'd like to share about May celebrations in 
Ratby? Perhaps you were crowned May 

Queen or remember dancing around the 
Maypole? 
Please get in touch...we want your stories 
for the next issue! 

The life of a vicar’s wife must be very busy but 
Jenny Worsfold still finds time to work as a 
Speech Therapist, helping adults with learning — 
disabilities. She originally went to Durham 
University to study Chemistry. She loved the 
city but not the course and after a post- 

graduate course in London (where she loved 
the course, but not the city!) she began work 
as a Speech Therapist in Wirksworth in 
Derbyshire. Since arriving in Ratby she has 
been able to pursue her passion for youth 
work, among many other Church activities and 
spends quieter times gardening, knitting and 
walking with her family. 

We thoroughly enjoyed glimpses into the lives of 
some of our village characters and thank them and 
Andy for their contributions and their bravery 

THE CHANTRY CHOIR 

Once again the Chantry Choir entertained us at 
the Chapel! on 21* December. If you have not 
been to one of their concerts, next time it is 
advertised get yourself a ticket. They are 
fantastic! 

| am not sure how many choristers-there-are; | 
think about 20, half of whom are Ratby 
villagers, but my word they have such power in 
their voices. They perform a variety of music, 
and each item is wonderful. 

The Choir usually donate the ticket income to 
charity, and this time they were supporting 
ADAPT, which is for premature babies. 

Look out for them next time and support the 
Chantry Choir. GH 

THE SERVICE GARAGE | 

MAIN STREET, RATBY 

M.O.T TESTS 

CARS (PETROL and DIESEL) 

M.O.T. HOURS 9.00-4.15 Monday-Friday 

Closed for lunch 1-2 

TELEPHONE 239 4966 



_ SCOUT NEWS 
Beavers 

We have 12 children in the Beaver Colony at 
the moment, and no-one on the waiting list. We 
need more youngsters to come along and join 
in the fun so that the group will continue to 
grow. If there are no Beavers, then there is no- 
one to move up into Cubs and then Scouts. 
Beavers have.a great time, with games, 
projects for badge work, and recently they 
enjoyed an evening with wild creatures, and a 
ghost walk. They go walking and camping, and 
learn a lot. 
Parents and children, call into the Church 

Rooms on a Monday at 5.15 to find out more! 
Or phone me, Gwen Holloway, secretary on; 
239 4508. 

Cubs 
17 cubs enjoy a range of activities on Monday 
evenings. They have recently finished their 
Artist Badge, and were involved in a project for 
the Church at Christmas. 
Akela will be working with them next to achieve 
their Scientist Badge. 
Twice a year Cubs go. away for weekend 
camps. 

Scouts 
This is a good group again with a variety of 
activities. each week. There-is. Badge-work of 
course, camping, and recently a trip to see the 
bell ringing at the Church. 

Leaders 
Now if there is anyone out there who might like 
to consider helping us in the Movement please 
get in touch. You will obviously have to be 
‘Police Checked’ as we all are. We would 
welcome you with open arms. 

RATBY CHEMIST LTD. 
58 MAIN STREET LE6 OLL 

*FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
SERVICE! * 

From surrounding surgeries. 

JUST PHONE US ON 239 3139 with your 
requirements. We will process your 

prescription with the surgery. 
All you do is COLLECT IT from us, or we can 

deliver to your home if needed. 
You can e mail us with requirements; 

Ratbychemistitd@aol.com 

News from St Philip and St James. 

Well things have been rather busy since | last 

wrote. In November we had a new digital organ 
installed in the church. This is being paid for by 
individual donations rather than out of church 
funds. We held a celebration concert which 
was. enjoyed by those. attending. Outside. of the 
church work has been carried out on the paths 
leading up to the church and the cemetery. 
This was for two reasons, firstly because pipe 
work was laid last year in readiness for toilets 
and a small kitchen to be. installed. in church. 
This meant the paths were even more in need 
of attention, but are now looking rather good. 
We are still trying. to raise over £18,000 to 
complete the work but having much needed 
facilities. will make the church a better venue. It 
does make one wonder what oid Ratbarians 
(?) used to do 100 years ago! 

With Easter being early this year, plans are 
underway for a joint choir service on the 
evening of 9" March in the evening. If you 
enjoy singing, feel free to come along any 
Wednesday evening. at. 7pm and see. if you'd 
like to join us. There will be the usual children’s 
event on Good Friday as well as special 
services on Easter Day at 10am and a Songs 
of Praise at 6pm. Remember, there’s always 

one spare seat at church - because it’s yours!! 

“Everything From A Blown Fuse To A 
Complete Rewire” 

J )] 
Sener 

PAULS QUALITY ELECTRIE 
— 

rag ce ERE 
APPROVED 
conrmacTor ELECTRICIAN 

Upgrading Old Fuse Boxes — Rewires — Alarm Systems 
New Sockets & Lighting - All Domestic & Commercial Electrics 

| Your Local, Fully Qualified City & Guilds 

Call Paul Rumble on: (0116) 2872338 
MOBILE: 0798 0911 869 Website: www.pgelectrics.com 

©) Appliance Servicing and Installation ¢OAa, 
I Breakdown and Repair Services 

i Plumbing and Heating Installation Sy) 
% ca 

care i Kitchen & Bathroom Design and installation“ 
I Quality Guaranteed by Experienced Engineers 

BOILER SERVICED 

6 SAXONS RISE, RATBY, LEICS. LE6 ONF 
M@ Tel: (116 2393662 



LETTTERS TO THE EDITOR 

SPEED HUMPS! 
Complaints about these have hit the National 
Press, with those in Mere Road, Highfields, 
Leicester making it onto the list of 10 worst! 

Roy Holloway writes; 

Drivers, especially bus drivers, who are 
complaining of neck pain, are getting more 
frustrated with speed humps. 
According to research by an on-line car buying 
guide an overwhelming majority of motorists 
want to see them removed. The survey 

conciuded that they result in an annual repair 
cost of £235 per car. 1 in 8 cars suffer 
suspension damage that.can be directly 
attributed to speed humps. (figures from 
Warranty. Direct) 
The government claims that for every mile an 
hour cut from driver’s speeds, the chance of an 
accident drops. by 5%. However in Barnet the 
local council removed all speed humps and 
recorded 14.9% drop in accidents in the. 
foilowing first 6 months. 

Is it not time that these humps were removed, 
and a 20 mph speed limit imposed in the 
village? 

What do you think? Would motorists obey a 20 
mph limit? We have heard complaints about the 
large number of road signs cluttering up the 
village entry routes. Have we gone too far? 
Editor. 

A NEW SOCIAL GROUP. 

| am fairly new to Ratby, and don’t know many 
folk. I'd like to discover if there are similar 
people, aged 50+ who would like to form a 
Social Group for days out, cinema trips, or just 
to meet for a drink in a local pub. 
This would not be a ‘dating club,’ just a way for 
lonely people with similar interests to get 
together! 
Please write in to ‘Wot’ if you have ideas or an 
interest in this, or send your contact details to 
‘Wot’ care of 3 Ingle Drive to be forwarded to 
me. 

Name and contact details supplied. 

WATCH 

BATTERIES 

& STRAPS 

FITTED WHILE 

YOU WAIT 

ALL BRANDS 

SYKES JEWELLERS 

8 Bradgate Road, Anstey 
Tel: 0116 236 2510 

www.sykesjewellers.co.uk 

DEADLINE for issue 129 
APRIL/MAY 2008 

FRIDAY 14th MARCH 
EDITOR 239 3367 

ADVERTS 239 3279 

ARTICLES 239 4873 

Articles may be sent to 3 Ingle Drive 

Or Email: sueboud@hotmail.com 

ey post 
; B OFFICE 



RTV of Ratby 

CLOSING DOWN SALE 

EVERYTHING 
MUST GO! 

TVs, DVD Recorders, Washing Machines, 
Freezers, Fridges, Kettles, Toasters etc. 

All stock to be sold by 26" February 2008 

CALL IN OR PHONE 239 4544 

¢ Move your body, challenge your mind and meet 

new friends at the same time 

* Body Moves classes are planned and taught by fully | 

qualified KFA teachers, providing a well balanced | 

session of workouts that really do get you moving 

* No experience required, just the willingness to 

take part 

» Awhole body approach to keeping healthy and one 
that has to be experienced by all ages 

Classes at: 
. Monday 

Barkby Village Hall 730-830 

Contact Mo Watson ee 
. Tuesday 

Ratby Village Hall 44.00-12.00 noon 

Tel: 0116 2669358 
St Crispins Church Hall i eee 

Register KFA Body Moves is a registered trade name of The Keep Fit Association. The 
at KFA is supported by Sport England, is a member of the Register of Exercise \ id 
Exercise Professionals and is a Training Provider for NCFE accredited courses in teaching SPORT 

Professionals Fitness through Movement and Dance to Level 3. Visit us at www.keepfitorg.uk. #N@LAND 


