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THE END OF AN ERA

Ashop which has been a feature of local Ratby life for nigh on 100 years closed its doors tor
the final time in Novemlier last year. Freeman s, the tamily owned butcher s business, had
been trading since 1904 at the corner of Church Lane. Before then the firm had operated from
where it was first started in the 1896, by John Henry Freeman, in a wooden hut which stood
alongside the Primary School and was adjacent to Orchard House which is the property that is
currently being renovated.

John Freeman, the grandson ofthe founder, has recently given WOT an interview during
which he was able to describe quite a vivid and interesting picture with his recollections ot
life at the family butcher's.

Prior to starting up in Ratby, John Henry had learnt his trade through another long established
butcher, Chaplin's ot Groby. He then set up his new venture mthe wooden hut and built up a
delivery round using ahorse and cart as transport. After only ashort time he was able to have
the purpose built model butcher spremises constructed and it is from here that the family
carried out all ofthe aspects ot the butchery trade tor 97 years. It you look at the name plate
on the wall of the premises, you will see that the property is called 'Chaplin House". So
strong was the link with Chaplin's in those days.

They did not iust sell meat in the earlier times. All ot the slaughtering and preparation work
was done on the premises, the very buildings used tor this are still there today, even down to
the iron tethering ring set in the floor. They also processed their own sausages, pies and
cooked meats. .A truly self contained operation and one which required a lot oftender care as
far as the animals were concerned. Continued on PAGE 2 and 3
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THE BIGGEST CHOICE OF
DOMESTIC APPLIANCES AT

UNBELIEVABLE PRICES
LG Fridge Freezer
• Capacity 179/104 Litres
• Frost-Free

• Electronic Temperature
Control

• Chiller Compartment
• H 1710mm

X W595mm

X D 626mm

Model GR349SQF 359.99] fl429.99
CREDA 'Capri' Electric Cooker
• Traditional Convection Oven pTgam
• Separate Electric Grill kSu
• Traditional Electric Hob f
• Towel-Rail Style Handles (j tg
• Easy-Grip Control Knobs r
0 Credaclean Liners [
• H900mm xW500mm [

X D 590mm

0 Available In White

Model C150EW W

<8 te <«• fa. tk

229.99
BOSCH Washing ^
Machine jjj^
• lOOOrpm Spin Speed
• 5kg Load Capacity
• 3D AquaSpa Wash System
• A' Wash Performance

• 16 Wash Programmes
• H 850 X W 600

X D 570mm

Model WFG2020GB W 1 I329J99

ixijY
23-27 Station Road, Ratby,
Leicesterstiire LE6 OJQ

Tel: Leicester (0116) 2394544

PHILIPS Widescreen Nicam TV
• 24" / 57cm Visible Screen • SmarText
• Superflat Blackline-D Tube
• Top Controls _
0 Incredible Surround ill
• Plug & Play
Model 24PW6005C

PHILIPS DVD Player
• Playback of DVD-Video / Video CD
• PAL/NTSC Video System • Dual Laser Drive

Including DTS

D Home Cinema

Model

DVD711 199.99

PHILIPS iTC": ••

Nicam VCR P f
• 6 Flead Nicam

"A*

Long Play
• Turbo Drive/TurboTimer • VideoPlus
• Plug & Play • Digital Studio Picture Control
• Direct Record

Model

VR607

• TOP BRANDS AT
LOW PRICES

• SPECIAL OFFERS

• LOCAL DELIVERY
• GUARANTEED

AFTER SALES
SERVICE

• EXPERT STAFF

Weare an

independent retailer
- with friendly local service
and personal attention - butwe're ^
also members ofEURONICS - Europe's
biggest independent electrical buying group,
wfiich means we can offer you ttie very best
deals onttiehigfiest quality brand names!

EURONICSF CENTRES

Mak^ tfowv go' fwiUi&v!

http://www.kvisoft.com/pdf-merger/


THE END OF AN ERA continued

In the very early da\ s. the larger animals used to be walked to Ratby from Leicester Market.
The drovers would drop them off at different butchers on the way, Groby being the last stop
before Ratby. After such a journey the animals would be rested and coaxed to ensure that
they were not unduh stressed.

The Freemans used to own some fields liehind the Bulls Head pub and they would often buy
any number of animals at the Leicester Cattle Fair, these would then be grazed in these fields
until required for the shop and eventual table. Sometimes, they would travel out as far as
Sleaford to buy a lorry load of animals and bring these back to Ratby. Sleaford was a good
place to buy from in the wintertime.

John Freeman's father was Henry and it was he who continued to run the firm until around
I960. It was then that .lohn himself, having worked with his father for 10 years, came to be in
charge. John and his wife. Pearl, then continued to run the business for the next 40 years.
The great-grandsons of the founder, Nigel and David Freeman, were the last two members of
the family in the business.

Over all of these years, they have had the help of many loyal employees, Tom Goodger and
Margaret Green, (John's sister) beingjust two of these. Tom started in the business when it
was run by Ffenrv, he was Just thirteen at that time and he worked for the Freemans for 60
years. He really was a right hand man! As a lad he lived in one oftwo cottages which now
form the house known as Sanderlings on Main Street.

At the height of the business, the Freemans had two shops one at Ratby and the other at
Newbold Verdon, plus they had three mobile sales round and delivery vans and agood old
reliable butcher's bicycle. The van rounds used to cover all of the villages in the Desford and
Newbold Verdon area. Henry Freeman always used to run Jowett and Bradford vehicles,
which he purchased from afirm named Sibsons who were based in Leicester. John well
remembers the times when a van would break down whilst out on a round and Sibsons would
provide atowing service to tow the defunct vehicle around the villages in order to complete
the round, such was the customer service provisions in those days.

Ratby was very much amining village, even though the nearest colliery was at Desford, the
majority of the men in the village worked at acolliery somewhere. These folk ate lots of red
meat in some form or another, it was their main source ofprotein. Pasta and pizzas were not
around in those davs and the only take-away was a fish and chip shop. Chicken and the like
was usually reserved for Christmas.

The Christinas period has always been the busiest time in any butcher's year. At Freeman s,
they used to handle up to 300 head of poultry together with all of the other fresh and cooked
meats and the like. There was a time when all ofthese birds were killed, plucked and cleaned
on the premises. Many of the local lads and lassies would work all hours helping out at this
time. John jokes about all of the resulting feathers and says that what they needed was a
strong wind on Christmas Eve to blow them all away.
The slaughtering side was very hard and demanding work and it ceased to be afunction of

the business in 1970. Staff were hard to come by and this difficulty, together with having to
cope with the changing needs brought about by food hygiene regulations, caused John to
decide to go the way of many other butchers at that time and buy his meat in from reliable
wholesalers. They did however continue to process the larger proportion of cooked meats
right up to the recent closure. In fact the writer of this article believes that their ham, roast
pork and haslet were the best that he has ever tasted; as for the faggots, wonderful stuff!
Two van rounds were also still in operation up to the time ofthe closure. We are told that
more meat was sold from the vans than through the shop.

John tells us that he entered the family business in 1950. He had had two ambitions as a lad,
one was to be a long distance lorry driver, the other to follow in his father sand grandfather s
footsteps and becomea butcher.

He was guided towards the butchery route and went
off to learn the trade as an apprentice at a butcher's
in Kettering. He stayed in lodgings at Kettering and
it seems that he would often cycle there from Ratby
on a Monday morning, he was always there by 8-00
am. Come Saturday morning he would cycle back
to Ratby, and as if that wasn't enough, he would
then turn out and play football for Ratby Athletic.
After his time at Kettering, he went to learn the pork
butchery side of the business by working at
Folwells, the then well-known Leicester pork
butchers.

National Service followed for two years. Because of
his experience in the food trade, he expected to be
sent into the Catering Corps, instead he finished up
as a tank driverat Catterick and then in Germany.
At least he got to drive a large vehicle, albeit not a
long distance lorry.

So as John mentioned earlier, he started at the
Freemans shop in 1950 after he came out of the
army and was there right up to the closure. When
asked why they closed)' - He said that it was purely
the pressures of red tape and bureaucracy that had
forced the situation on to the family. Their loyal
customers had still wanted high quality fresh and
cooked meats. Even though trends had changed,
trade had been as busv as ever.

THE PLOUGH INN
BURROUGHS ROAD. RATBY * Telephone 239 2103

y Come in and try our a la carte Menu
(;^ Lunchtime offers Monday to Sunday, and Saturday &Sunday evenings."
1/ FREE meal for a child (under 10) with every adult meal.

•'•o Friday; 2 Course meal for pensioners /
and NEW 3 COURSE PENSIONERS' MEAL €3.45 'A

SUNDAY LUNCH )
Courses for €5.75 * from 12 until 2 pm ,

^ *MONDAy TO SUNDAY* V
1 2 Set Menus at £13 for 2 or £7.50 for 1 .-•/2 Set Menus at £13 for 2 or £7.50 for 1

^ _ -.AnSf . -7f , 6''^
BOOK EARLY FOR MOTHER'S DAY

SUNDAY MARCH 25th



^tSy (parish CounciC
Tel. 239 0167

A POD for Ratby
Have you wondered what was all the fuss about the Internet or the World Wide Web? Have you heard a
company advertise its Web Site and wanted to find out more? You might like to E-Mail afriend!
If access to acomputer is all that has been stopping you from finding out about these things then anew
opportunity awaits you - right here in Ratby Libraiy.
APOD is amulti-media computer with access to the Internet plus ablack and white printer. It is a
Government backed initiative to promote learning in the community and the project is being set up by
Leicestershire Training and Enterprise Council. ^ f i.
The Parish Council has been advised that its application for aPOD has been accepted and we are grate u o
Leicestershire Libraries and Infomiation Service for allowing us to site it in the Library where it will be
accessible to all residents of the village. Full details of how the service will operate will be posted around
the village... so keep a watch out THE POD IS COMING!!

Tnew aroTp "as luL^^e^n'̂ fomed ^study Ratby's social history and natural heritage^ The objective of the
group IS to create archive evidence of 20th Century Ratby for future generations. Ratby has arich source o
infonnation held by people living mthe village and it is important that this is now w^ lOs still
available. Ratby is fortunate also to have three special historical sites in the vi lage -The Church ^
Camp and Old Hayes and in addition there is strong association with the Grey tamily. These would for
the basis of much of the future study.
Other interesting areas that couldbe explored are. ^ , u

Natural Histoiv -astudy of local habitats such as ancient trees, hedgerows or field ponds would provide
valuable natural history information; , u- +

Geolomcal heritage -Geology shapes the local landscape and also provides many buildmg^materi^^
Built heritage -Buildings, walls and roads all provide valuable information about the developmen

lnduS\eritage -In the past most villages were self-sufficient with their own blacksmith, builders and
bakers Industries mav have grown up around local natural resources.

-Dtscovtr the secrets of the pansh through field walking old maps and other

Loc"!j3t!oms-local stones, games and traditions can be recorded and celebrated. Recording
events and traditions will help to make sure that they are not forgotten and lost forever^

Anyone inleresled in helping can eonlael the group organiser. Doug Haru'ood. on lei. 2V
the (^lerk to the Council 239 0167

MELSWAY
\ driving SCHOOL

Mel Shipley D.O.T. A.D.I. M.I.A.M.
All ages welcome....and nervouspupils^^

Learn to Drive with Melsway ^
Telephone 238 6149 \
3Barton Close, Ratby. \

JULIE'S
HAIRDRESSING

MAIN STREET, RATBY

Traditional & Modern

Styling

Telephone: 2392406

Office Opening Hours
From 8th January the new office opening hours will
be as follows:

Monday 9.30a.m to 12.30 p.m
Tuesday 9.30a.m to 12.30 p.m

T.OOp.m to 9.00 p.m (by appointment)
Wednesday Closed all day
Thursday 9.30a.m to 12.30 p.m
Friday 9.30a.m to 12.30 p.m

Stamford Street - Notice of Road Closure

Leicestershire County Council have advised that
Stamford Street will be closed for 5 days for laying
of foul and storm sewers. The anticipated starting
date is Monday 26th February 2001 but this may
change due to contractual reasons or weather
conditions. The work will only affect the part of the
street between No 45 and No. 67 but access to other

parts is likely to be severely restricted.

Local Police - New Contact Telephone Number
The Parish Council has issued the Ratby Beat
Officer, PC Vamey, with a mobile phone so that he
can be easily contacted. The number is
07752 632266. However, please note that he will
only be available on this number when he is on

duty.

AN INDEPENDANT PRACTICE

• EYE EXAMINATIONONS

• Ff?AMES AND LENSES AT COAAPETTTIVE

PRICES

• PRESCRIPTION AND NON-RX SUNSPECS

• DAILY a MONTHLY CONTAa LENSES

• NEWVARILUXPANAMIC VARIFOCALS

• ANY OPTICIANS PRESCRIPTION WELCOME

CALL m OR PHONE FOR AN APPOINTMENT

^ 0116 23S 4288

"Ravishing Ratby"
Don't forget that we are still lookingfor volunteers
to help with maintenance of the large floral displays
at the entrances to the village and the hanging
baskets throughout the village during this coming
Summer. The project is completely dependant on
volunteers and if enough people come forward then
each person will have very little to do. Just think - a
very little of your time could make a whole lot of
difference to how our village looks this summer.

Notices on lamp-posts and telegraph poles
Many people post notices to advise of birthday
celebrations, etc. or to report items lost and asking
for help with finding them. They are an excellent
way of notifying people within the community of
what is going on. However if they are not removed
after a suitable time they beeome soggy, faded and
torn and blow about in the wind. This gives a very
untidy appearance to the village. If you are putting
up a poster please consider how long it needs to be
up in order to get its message across and then
arrange to have it removed. Our village will look
the better for it.

Vabari's Ulathtu ISIeivs
5 Station Road, RiiSby ,^:Te!. 0116-2395.267 W

if >

lha Largest Selection in Oatby of
Beers, Wines and Spirits.

A vast choice of Coniectioneiy and Soft Drinks.

A Large variety of Greeting Cards. Wrapping Paper
and Stationary.

|| Newspapers S Magazines. U
1 Delivered to yourdoor daily. 8

1*1 We are Iheagents for
k-J SKETCHLEY DHY CLEANING. k-J

Video Rental & Photocopying also avai'abie.

Opening Hoiw*;

Mow- FH 6.15 urn to I pm * 2.30 pm to 10 pm.
Sftltfrday 6.15 nm to 10 pm.
Sunday 7.30 »mto2pm«7pmlo9 pm.

COME IN AND SEE FOR YOURSELF



The following details covering
planned events due to take place
during 2001 have now been
made known to us. These events

are all in addition to the regular
meetings held within individual
Groups.

Look out for further details in future

Wot! And Church Magazine.
There will also be notices in shops,
the library and on notice boards at
venues and around the village.
DON'T MISS OUT! BE TIffiRE!
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DATE & TIME

FEBRUARY

Wed 14"^ - 7.45pm
Sat 17"' - 10.00am

Sat 17'" - 7.30pm
Tue20"'- 8.00pm
Wed 2E'-2.00pm

NB:-

Sat 24'" - 10.00am

MARCH

Sat 3'" - 10.00am
ih

Sat 10 10.00am

NB:-

Wed 14'"- 7.45pm
Sat 17'"- 7.00pm
Tue20'"- 8.00pm

APRIL

Sat 7'"- 12.00am
Wed 1It"- 7.45pm
Tue 17'"- 8.00pm
Tue24'"- 7.30pm

7.30pmSat 28'"-

MAY

Wed 9'"- 7.45pm
Sat 12'"- lO.OOam
Sat 12'"- 7. 30pm
Sun 13'"- 7.30pm
Tues 15'"- 8.00pm

THE SERVICE GARAGE

i

RATEY EVENTS IDIARY

EVENT

Antiques Valuation Evening
Coffee Morning & Nearly
New Sale

Barn Dance

AGM and Supper
Indoor Carpet Bowls
Then each Wed to Easter

Coffee Morning

Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning
Coffee Mornings then on
most alternate Saturdays
as per ahove details.
Talk - Helping Hedgehogs
Auctions of Promises

Talk - The Best of China

Craft Fair

Talk -Skin Care & Make Up
Talk - Falkland Islands

Annual Parish Meeting
Band Birthday Concert

Resolutons

Spring Fair
Musik Fest

Musik Fest

Talk - Siege ofLeicester

ORGANISERS VENUE

Women's Institute V illage Hall
Methodist Church C Ihapel Hall

Parish Church C1 ihurch Rooms

Village Society 'illage Hall
Senior Citizens \ tillage Hall

i

Parish Church

t

j Ihurch Rooms

Methodist Church C|
Parish Church 0:

Women's Institute %
Parish Church E
Village Society

Methodist Church

Women's Institute

Village Society
Parish Council

Ratby Band

Women's Institute

Methodist Church

Ratby Band
Ratby Band
Village Society

Ihapel Hall
Ihurch Rooms

fillage Hall
Irookvale School

hllage Hall

Jhapel Hall
rillage Hall
fillage Hall

tba

Sroby College

fillage Hall
phapel Rooms
Irroby College
jroby College
hllage Hall

IAppfiance Senrkingand Installation
IBreakdown and Repair Services

iKitclien&Bathroom DescendInstallation
IQuatitfGinranteed by Experienced Enpneers

J YOUR DOMESTIC GAS^
BOILER SERVICED <

DATE & TIME

JUNE

Sat 2"" & Sun 3rd
Wed 13'" - 7.45pm
Tue 19'"- 8.00pm
Sat30'"- 2.00pm

EVENT

Gifts and Talents Weekend
Poetry and Prose Reading
Talk - Gardening
Garden Fete

JULY

Sat 7'" -
Sun 15"^-
Mon 23

rd

7.30pm Jazz in the Garden
tba Melbourne Hall Gardens

(to Fri) Front Garden Competition

AUGUST

Wed 8"" - 7.45pm
Tue2U'- 8.00pm

SEPTEMBER

Wed 12*"-7.45pm
Tue 18'"-8.00pm

OCTOBER

Sun 7'" - tba
Wed lO"*- 7.45pm
Tues 16"- 8.00pm

NOVEMBER

Sun IT tba

Wed M'"- 7.45pm
Tues 20'"- 8.00pm

DECEMBER

Wed I2'"-7.45pm
Mon 17'" (toFri)

Egyptian Dancing
Tracing Family History

Memories in a Photograph
Hearing Dogs for the Deaf

Harvest Festival

AGM & Games

Arctic Fellowship Work

Remembrance Day Service
Talk/Demo - Gift Wrapping
Social Evening

Christmas

Christmas

Party
Festive Window

Competition

ORGANISERS

Parish Church

Women's Institute

Village Society
Parish Church

Parish Church

Village Society
Parish Council

Women's Institute

Village Society

Women's Institute

Village Society

Parish Church

Women's Institute

Village Society

Joint Churches

Women's Institute

Village Society

Women's Institute

Parish Council

VENUE

Parish Church

Village Hall
Village Hall
Vicarage

Vicarage
Outing /Visit
Whole Village

Village Hall
Village Hall

Village Hall
Village Hall

Parish Church

Village Hall
Village Hall

Parish Church

Village Hall
Village Hall

Village Hall
Whole Village

MAIN STREET RATBY

M.O.T. TESTS

CARS IPETROL - DIESELI

and

MOTORCYCLES

M.O.T. HOURS 9.00-4.15 Monday to Friday
(Qosed for lunch 1-2)

Telephone (0116) 2394966
6SiUONS HJOST, mCS. IiE6 ONF
• Tel: 0116 2393662

^^)A, H. COLBY
Plumbing & Heating Repairs,

New Installations, Bathrooms, Showers,

For a full range ofservices contact:

4, Saxons Rise
Ratby

Leicestershire LE6 ONF
Telephone: 0116-2394277

RATBY PHARMACY
58 MAIN STREET

LE6 DLL

Tel. (0116) 239 3139

DISPENSING. FAMILY HEALTH CARE

and ADVICE. PHOTOGRAPHIC DEV.

*OPEN ; Mon.-Fri. 9am -1pm, 2pm-6pm*
Saturdays 9am-12.30pm

COLLECTION of PRESCRIPTIONS from

L.F.E. and GLENFIELD SURGERIES

suDOort vour local Pharmacv
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A HUNDRED YEARS OF CINEMA

Following the advent of television after the war, first
rural, then suburban cinemas began to close, the
buildings demolished or converted into BINGO Halls.

Editors note;

We have featured Ratby's own cinema in a previous
issue of Wot! but more memories are welcomed.

The first meeting of the real Millennium, addressed
by Mr Michael Roberts, took us back, not a thousand
years, but one hundred years of cinema. Not that any
of us could remember seeing the very first (silent)
moving pictures which were shown to a paying
audience of only thirty patrons in a Paris cafe
basement by the Lumiere brothers in December 1895.
By March 1896 films were being shown in The
Empire Theatre, in London's Leicester Square. This
new wonder arrived in Leicester a year or two later at
the Tivoli Theatre in Belgrave Gate. In 1909 the first
purpose built cinema. The Cameo was opened in High
Street.

Synchronised speech and music was first heard in
1930 when A1 Jolson starred in the film 'The Jazz
Singer'. Shortly afterwards colourphotography was
introduced gradually.

^^^PRICE!
[Penthouse
I CarpGts Ltd scoic

2001-A SPACE ODDITY

I've often wondered, all these years,
just what can be between my ears!

Here, I say, hang on a minute,
do you think there's nothing in it?

I guess you're right, I do declare,
now I know it's void in there.

LAMBSKINS

BOUUHDn

AXMINSTERS SCOTCHGARD

TWISTPILE BERBERS ^
SAXONY HUEGA TILES %

GEORGIAN CARPETS
ANrrTtnN* SCULPTURED CUSHIONFLOOR

FLOTEX I m _

ISS ' I SHOP AT HOME SERVICE I
Thousands of Patterns PORTER'S DISCXIUNT

to choose from CSDVWVC
Shcwi t3.99-L45 .50 sq.yd, M«

SIAmRELEASE

N
NAIRN

121/3 STATION ROAD
RATBY, LEICESTERSHIRE

Tel: 239.3238/2395202

RATBY CHURCH UPDATE

Despite the violent autumn storms and gales we can
report that the roof and tower repairs are still
scheduled for completion early in February.
However, this still leaves much to be done to the
interior before the church can be reopened, such as
replacement flooring and renewed heating system

The church's closure has given the opportunity to
think ereatively about its interior layout. The church
council is, for example, proposing to switch the main
entrance/exit to the South door (which opens out onto
the churchyard). This would make the main entrance
accessible to wheelchairs and pushchairs. It would
also allow for a better welcoming area, as people
would eome into the side aisle rather than the main
worship area. An interior porch would be installed to
prevent draughts.

A smaller side chapel in the side aisle is also proposed
as a place where peoplecan go to be quiet or to pray.
Consideration is also being given to how best to
arrange pews (and chairs) so as to ensure improved
visibilityand comfort during services and other
events.

Plans of these layouts will be displayed at the church
rooms and hopefully in the library in due course. We
are hoping to be able to reopen the church in June or
early summer, but time will tell!

We are very grateful for all the support and interest
that has been shown. Fund-raising is still very
important and one of the main events this Spring isa
promise auction on the evening of Saturday 17'̂
March at Brookvale High School. See posters in the
village for details or contact David Willis (239 0010)

Revd Richard Worsfold

Mobile Phone Top-up

Cards now available

VODAPHONE

CELLNET

ONE 2 ONE

ORANGE

Going Abroad? Don't
forget we can offer

the foliowing

Travel Insurance

Eoreign Currency
Elll Medical forms

ORCHARD GROUP GO BATTY

Ratby Community Orchard Grouprecently enjoyed
a fascinating insight into the lives of bats. Jenny
Harris of the Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife
Trust was the guest speaker at the group' AGM on
November 13th. There was a chance to meet some
live 'rescue' bats face to face.

Bats are the'only true flying mammal, and one of the
oldest animal species on Earth. Contrary to popular
opinion, they are harmless to people, and certainly
never get caught in our hair!

People, however, do harm bats. The use of
insecticide and destruction of trees and hedgerows
have caused a rapid fall in their population.

The good news is that we can all take simple steps
that will make a big difference to bats. We can plant
bat-friendly native shrubs, scented plants that flower
in the evening, such as nicotiana, leave 'wild' areas
in our garden, and create a pond. This will attract the
insects bats like to eat. Bat boxes and dry rockeries
will provide somewhere for bats to roost.

Jenny explained that bats are a protected species. It
is an offence to disturb a bat roost or handle a bat
other than to help it if in trouble. They are sensitive,
intelligent creatures. Thanks to Jenny we have a
better idea now on how to make bats lives easier.

Ifyouneed advice on an injured bat, or want
information on attracting bats to your garden contact
The Wildlife Trust on 270 2999.

This Orchard event was supported by a grant from
The Action for Wildlife Grant Scheme, which is
administered by the Leicester, Leicestershire and
Rutland Biodiversity Action Plan Partnership.

Remember you can cash
cheques and make deposits

for these banks at your

local Post Office

LLOYDS TSB CO-OP BANK

A & L GIROBANK

RATBY

POST

OFFICE

Main Street

Ratby

Tel: 239 3001

And we also sell stamps!
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It is a sad fact of life that, in today's society,
there are a small number of individuals who

prey on the vulnerable.

I would like to raise resident's awareness of

bogus callers. These people will prey on the
elderly or infirm and will often pretend to be
carrying out repairs or cheeks in the area.
Bona Fide workers will always carry official
identity cards and will be only too pleased to
show them to you when asked.

Also keep an eye out for anybody leaving
plastic charity sacks. If they are genuine sacks
they will generally have the charity name
printed on the sack. If there is no name, I
would like any details of the people delivering
them such as car or van description including,
if possible, a registration number.

1 have placed a number of advice sheets in the
library m Ratby for anybody that wishes to
read them.

If your neighbour is elderly or you feel that
they may benefit from one of the leaflets and
they can't get to the library themselves, please
collect a leaflet for them.

On a slightly different note, 1 would ask that
anybody that collects their children from
Ratby Primary School to please consider
where you park. You are putting lives at risk
if you park on, or near to comers, junctions or
double-park. It may be inconvenient to park a
100 metres further away, but not as
inconvenient as having to pay a £40 fixed
penalty notice.

You may contact me on:

(0116)2222222

or, through the voice mail system on

(0116)2485675

ID number 228#

Your co-operation in this matter is greatly
appreciated.

PC228 'Reg' Vamey
Beat Officer for Ratby

If you have information on any crime, you
can call Crimestoppers anonymously on:

(0800) 555111

This call will not show up on your itemised
phone bill and if your information leads to a
conviction, you may be entitled to a cash
reward.

QUALIFIED VISITING CHIROPODIST

Peter S Comley MSSCh. MBChA

Markfleld 01530 244887

24 Hour Ansaphone
Offers a Convenient & Professional Service

Registered Member of the
British Chiropodv Association

I PIP'S PRIVATE HIRE
0116 239 0909

I GROBY *RATBY* KIRBY
I AIRPORTS *LOCAL &DISTANCE
I • B'HAM &E.M.A.
I • LUTON &HEATHROW )
I • OAF GREEN TOKENS TAKEN "^1^^

Accountancy, Payroll & Book Keeping
For The Self Employed or

Small Business.

Self Assessment Tax Returns, Vat, Computerised Payroll
Accounts & Book Keeping

Confldential Service, Reasonable Fees

No Job too Small

Tel: (0116) 238 7117

RATBY NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Theft of or from motor vehicles represents a high
percentage of local crime. You can help in the tight
against car crime by taking these precautions;
• Don't leave things on display... your vehicle is a

shop window for thieves.

• Fit an immobiliser, electronic or mechanical,
such as steering wheel lock.

• Buy a tamper proof tax disc holder for a couple
of pounds from the post office. (160,000 are
stolen each year)

• Fit a removable stereo or one with removable
front. Stereos are hitihlv orized bv thieves.

• Keep your keys in a safe place. Remove your
ignition key every time vou leave vour car. It
takes only seconds to jump in and drive away.

Don't give criminals an easy ride!

^ ^ OAKLANDS
RIDING SCHOOL

WE CATER FOR EVERYONE

FROM THE NOVICE TO

EXPERIENCED RIDER

All Weather Riding Area (•(
Ring Julie on 238 7570 \0

PICTURE FRAMINS
LOCAL BESPOKE PICTURE FRAMINS

SERVICE

FREE HOME COLLECTION, DESIGN AND
DELIVERY

GALLERY STANDARD AT AFFORDABLE
PRICES!!

CALL CHRIS on 0116 2387458 ANY TIME

RECIPE
LEEK AND POTATO SOUP

jredienfs

1 medium onion, chopped
3 good sized leeks
1 stick celery
2 large potatoes, peeled and cut into
chunks

1 pint chicken stock
salt, pepper, herb cube or fresh herbs
Chopped parsley or chives for garnish
1 oz butter or margarine
1 or 2 tablespoons cream

Method

1. Melt fat in a large saucepan and toss
onion, leeks and celery for 5 minutes to
absorb fat.

2. Stir in potatoes, odd stock and
seasoning, and simmer gently for 1 hour
with well fitting lid.

3. Taste and adjust seasoning.
4. At this stage the soup may be served as

chunky or sieved or liquidised to become
thick and creamy.

5. Serve piping hot with a swirl of cream
and herb garnish.

Croutons con be served separately in a small
dish. Cut slices of bread into small cubes,

brush with melted butter and cook under

grill or in a warm oven until crisp and golden.
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