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As reported in the WOT, we are working towards achieving the Green Flag Award to show
that we are an environmentally conscious school. Karen Letton, from Environ, is supporting
uswith this work, and the Eco Committee of staffand children meet regularly.

In January, we were awarded the Silver Award because we have successfully completed all the
criteria in the following areas

Setting up an Eco Committee that meets each half term.
Carried out an environmental review and planned action.
The committee reviews and reports progress.
Aspects ofenvironmental work are covered inour ciunculum.
The whole school is involved in the activities and reports made to the local community.
An Eco Code has been produced.

This term we are grateful to the Ratby Orchard Group for donating 2 Apple Trees and to the
T anH T?iit1ntif1 Omitholocical Societv for donating a bird table. Both of these help us
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JVC
Widescreen Nicam TV
• 28766cm Visible Screen
• Nicam Stereo

• Fastext • T-V Link
• Auto Widescreen

Signalling
• Supplied With TV Stand

mrnm

Model AV-28WT5EKB

£499.99

DVD Player
• Compatible With

CD-R/RW L.——
• New Slim Design - 68mm High
• 3D-PH0NIC • Resume/Digest/Zoom/Strobe Functions
• Optical And Coaxial Digital Outputs For PCM, Dolby

Digital/DTS/MPEG
Model XV-S42SL { f ^ QQ

SAMSUNG DVD VCR Combi
• DVD, CD, VCD, CD-R Playback
• 6 Head HiFi (4 Video Heads and 2

Audio FFeads)

• Dolby Digital/DTS/ ^ ^
(VIPEG-2 Out

• Nicam • VideoPlus

• Zoom On Still/

Moving Picture
Model SV-DVDIE

EURONICS

£329.99

retailer - with friendly local
service and personal attention - but
we'realsomembersof EURONtCS

, ,, ii
independent

• TOP BRANDS AT
LOW PRICES

• SPECIAL OFFERS

• LOCAL DELIVERY

• GUARANTEED

AFTER SALES

SERVICE

• EXPERT STAFF

Europe's biggest independent electrical buying

&>ca£.
EllRONIC»CENTRE

JVC Widescreen Dolby Pro-Logic Flat TV
• 32776cm Natural Flat

16:9 Widescreen Display
• Dolby Pro-Logic | .

3D-PH0NIC

• Nicam Stereo • Fastext

• 2 X40W Full-Range
Super-Slim Dome
Speakers • Supplied
With Deluxe TV Stand /

Model AV-32WFTIEKS I £799.99

Nicam VCR

• Hi-Fi VHS Stereo with Nicam/A2

• VideoPlus Deluxe

• Auto Set ' •

• NTSC Playback SpSMSW
• Power Save Mode

• B.E.S.T, Picture System^
Model HR-J682EK ,
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JVC V

Mini System
• Power Output:

• 3 CD Carousel .[
Changer /M """3[

• CD-R/RW Playback
• RDS Tuner • Full Logic Control Cassette Deck
• Active Bass Extension ^
Model MX-K3R f I£169.99

23-27 Station Road, Ratby,
Leicestershire LE6 OJQ

Tel; Leicester (0116) 2394544
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http://www.kvisoft.com/pdf-merger/


SILVER AWARD continued;
All the children have been making suggestions about
what they would hke to improve the outside of the
environment of the school. This includes play
equipment, murals, seating and plants.
What wouldyou like to see as you pass by the
school?

Extra litterbins have been installed to encourage
children and adults to put their litter away!
We are still recycling paper, as well as our Christmas
tree and cards. We collect stamps for charity.

We would still like to have a member of the village
community on our committee, so that the workwe
do could include helping the village too. Ifyou are
interested in environmental issues please phone
school and we'll let you knowthe date of our next
meeting-0116 239 3610.

'If you want to build a ship, don't drum
up people together to collect wood and

don't assign them tasks, but rather teach
them to long for the endless immensity of

the sea'

Antoine de Saint-Exupery

1'*RATBY SCOUT GROUP
100 CLUB

Last year's winners

Month Number

April 63

May 43

June 70

July 24

August 53

September 32

October 18

November 15

December 15

December 23

December 27

January 6

February 42

March 3

Winner

Carol Shapland
Gwen Holloway
D.Mackintosh

Lorraine McBean

Judy Brookes
Pete Fowler

Dawn Macleod

S. Steedman

S. Steedman

T.W. Bailey
Betty Hulme
Peter Mackintosh

Rita Sims
Darren Bee

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK

MAY 2002

A House to House Collection will take place in Ratby.
Ifyou would like to help please ring 0116 2392357,
as more collectors are needed.
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TWISTPILE BERBERS •

SAXONY HDEGA TILESGEORGIAN CARPETS — . —v.-. fy y ^ ^ ^
ANmtoi^^ SCULPTURED CUSHIONFLOOR J

asffife 'stopAT imaSBimI mPATHim^iix \
Thousands of Patterns PORTER'S DISCOUNT

to choose from B DWC
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STAIWREUEAg I^Hl 121/3 STATION ROAD
(Aitrn^trana RATBY, LEICESTERSHIRE|^>^iiR>iJVjiiy ImaiwaiI Tel: 2393238/2395202

RATBY'S SPORT HERITAGE

Ratby Sports Club recently received the deeds to
their property from the brewery. Mike Webber,
Club Treasurer has sent us this interesting article.

The Earl of Stamford's Estates.
In 1875 The Right Honourable George Harry Grey,
7 Earl of Stamford and Warrington, owned large
estates in Leicestershire, amounting to almost6000
acres. They included Bradgate Park, and a Gas
works in Groby, which for that time must
demonstrate veryup to date thinking!
He also owned land in northwest Leicestershire,
and received annual rents of £10,000 an enjoyable
income.

Partof this landwas 3 acres 1 rood and20 perches
of pasture that was to become Ratby cricket field.
OnJanuary 2"'̂ 1883 theEarl died. In a will dated
26 June 1875 he left his Leicestershire estates to
his widow. Lady Katherine Henrietta Venetia
Grey. The estate was to be managed by 3 trustees,
and she would receive the profits and rents.
In 1905 Katherine died, and for the next sixteen
years the estate management continued.

Charles Toon

It is not entirely clear whether Mr Charles Toon
was a cricketeror not. He wasa "beerhouse keeper'
of The RailwayIim, Ratby, and sporting teams do
seem to have connections with beerhouses. Be that

as it may, it is certain that by 1921 cricket had been
played in the village for many years, forty at least.
On lO''" September 1921, a piece of land known as
'The Cricket Field' was sold to Mr Charles Toon

for just £300. At the time the land was rented by
Mr Joseph Ball, farmer, presumably for grazing.
Maybe Mr Toon thought that as he now owned the
field he could keep the cows off the land and avoid
clearing the field of cow dung ever again.
Charles Toon died on January 16^ 1926, leaving
the land to his nephew, Sidney Marvin of31
Stamford Street. Executors of the Will were his son

Thomas, Blacksmith ofRatby, and Thomas
Hutchinson of Kirby Muxloe.

PIP'S PRIVATE HIRE |
0116 239 0909 I

GROBY *RATBY* KIRBY I
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• OAP PINK TOKENS TAKEN*

The CO-OP Connecfion

Sadly, only three years later on 22"^ February 1929
Sidney died, leaving no Will. It was not imtil
thirteenyears later that letters of administration
were granted to AliceMay Warden, daughter of
Sidney Marvin, and wife of William Henry
Warden.Thomas Hutchinson, sole remaining
Trustee for the estate had to give permission, and it
took a further five months before he signed the
agreement.

Just eleven days after becoming the owner, Alice
sold the land to George Glover, manager and
secretary of the Ratby Co-operative Society for the
splendid sum of £400. One of the Co-op
Committee members was Mr H Warden,
presumably a relative of Alice through marriage?
Six months later George Glover sold the land to his
employer, Ratby Co-op for £465, signing the
conveyance as both seller, and buyer in his
capacity as secretary of the Society.

Ratbv Town Cricket Club Take Ownership

By 1952 Ratby Town Cricket Club had been
playing cricket on that field for nearly three-
quarters of a century, presumably paying rent all
that time.

However, the Trustees of the Club, Lloyd Sutton,
Henry Freeman, Clifford Prentice and Thomas
Wilfred Shipman were very ambitious. After much
discussion and fund raising the trustees were able
to sign a conveyance transferring ownership of the
field toRatby Town Cricket Club for £550 on 24*^
June 1952. They were to be the sole owners for 30
years.

In the early eighties, the Trustees, now Clifford
Prentice, Michael Shipman, Stuart Briggs and Ian
McLeod decided they wanted to merge with Ratby
Rovers Football Club to form Ratby Sports Club.
New Trustees were required, and these were
Michael and Ruth Shipman, Clifford Prentice and
David Gowdridge
Ratby Town Cricket Club would cease to exist as a
separate entity and so the ground was sold to the
newly formed Ratby Sports Club for a nominal
sum of£1.

The sale took place on 29*^ April 1983, the
ownership of the cricket field passing to the Sports
Club with whom it remains tnHav
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RATBY COMMUNITY ORCHARD

GROUP

The group have had a busy start to the year. Two
apple treeswere donated to Ratby School, and
members went along to help with the planting.
Pictured are Abbie Fletcher, Rebecca Lillystone,
NicolaRoot and KylaThorpe from the Green Club
enjoying getting the hole dug.
Thevarieties planted were Baker'sDelicious and
Beauty of Bedford. A first harvest is anticipated in
four years!

On Sunday February lb"* thirteen ofus met up atthe
Orchard to receive valuable instruction on pruning
from expert Noreen Jardine. With herguidance we
all had a go at pruning. We were given strips of
wool to tie onto the trees where we judged pruning
wasneeded, and then following adviceand a check
from Noreen the cuts were made.
The aim was to strengthen the trees and create
healthy, easily accessible apple crops inthe future.
Damaged ordiseased parts were removed, and one
tree, which had, sadly, died, was replaced.

'SOLE MATE'
RFFT.EXOI.OGY bv MARGE

CAN HELP TO:
Reduce your stress, detoxify your body,

stimulate your circulation, aid restful sleep,
help back pain, sciatic pain, promote total

well- being and so much more.
CONSULTATION, including treatment £23

HOME VISIT £25

1 HOUR treatment £18, HOME VISIT £20
INDIAN HEAD, NECK and SHOULDER

It works on the physical, psychological and
subtle levels, giving a de-stressing programme

for the whole body. It is ideal for shy
or nervous people the elderly,

arthritis sufferers or disabled persons.
30 Minute Head/Scalp/ Face Treatment £8

Home Visit £10

FULL Treatment £18 HOME VISIT £20
Tel. 0116 239 0032

Marge Lewis HHHT ICHT
6 MAIN STREET RATBY LE6 OJG

. OAKLANDS

^ RWTNG SCHOOL
WE CATER FOR EVERYONE

FROM THE NOVICE TO
EXPERIENCED RIDER^

All Weather Riding Area Ff
Ring Julieon238 7570 \d

A. H. COLEY
Plumbing & Heating Repairs,

New Installations, Bathrooms, Showers,

For a full range ofservices contact:

4, Saxons Rise
Ratby

Leicestershire LE6 ONF
Telephone: 0116-2394277

MELSWAY

\\^ DRIVING SCHOOL
Mel Shipley D.O.T. A.D.I. M.I.A.M.
All ages welcome....and nervouspupils^\

Leam to Drive with Melsway

Telephone 238 6149 \
13 Barton Close, Rathy. \

RATBY VILLAGE SOCIETY

The year commenced with anillustrated talk byMr
Fred Harding on 'A Walk Along theNaie', starting
from Northampton. The shdes depicted habitations and
interesting features along this quiet riveruntil it reaches
The Washat Sutton Bridge.
In February 37 Members attended the Annual General
Meeting followed by the traditional member's supper.
Inhisreport theChairman Jack Haywood spoke of
another successful year inthe Society's life, thanking
those who hadsupported the work, in particular Janet
Gutteridge and Jill Gr^ who have continued to
maintain the flower troughat the WarMemorial.
Mr Haywoodwas re-electedas Chairman, Mr Horace
(Hoz) Gamble as Secretary and Mrs Betty Hulme,
Treasurer. Mrs Brenda Leavis stood down from the
committee, which was made up to strength by Mr
'Skip' and Mavis Rae.
Three rivers wwe featured in the March presentation by
Hoz Gamble who showed slides of the wine producing
areas of Gamany, along the busy Rhine, Neckar and
Mosel, together with their historic towns and
picturesque villages.

'Even when you fall on your face you're
still moving forward.'

Native American Folklore

QUALIFIED VISITING CHIROPODIST

Peter S Comley MSSCh. MBChA

Markfield 01530 244887
24 Hour Ansaphone

Offers a Convenient & Professional Service
Registered Member of the

British Chiropody Association

Mobile Phone Top-up
Cards now available

V(X>APHONE

CELLNET

ONE 2 ONE

ORANGE

Going Abroad? Don't
forget we can offer

the following

Travel Insurance

Foreign Currency
Elll Medical forms

POLICE CONSULTATIVE GROUP

The next meeting of the Braunstone Area
Pohce/Community Consultative group, which
includes Ratby, will take place at 7.30pm on
Monday 6"^ May. The meeting will be held at the
Civic Centre, Kingsway, Braunstone. It will be the
Annual General Meeting.

The A.G.M. will be followed by the regular meeting
where the policing of the area can be discussed with
senior officers.

This includes matters relating to traffic, local crime,
crimeprevention and Neighbourhood Watch.
Individual cases cannotbe discussed, but they can be
addressed to Inspector Jason Masters at Braiinstone
Police Station.

Anyone wishing to have an item put on the agenda,
or nominations for the A.G.M. can contact;
Mrs. Kath Wallace, Chairperson0116 291 6692
Inspector Jason Masters 0116 248 3420

Accountancy, Payroll & BookKeeping
For The Self Employed or

Small Business.

SelfAssessment TaxReturns, Vat, Computerised Payroll
Accounts & Book Keeping

^Confidential Service, Reasonable Fees
No Job too Small

TEL. 01530 230 870

ualitied C & G Electrician - Rath
All Domestic Electrics

New Sockets & Light fixings. Heating timers, Replace old fiise boxes
with new Circuit Breakers, Loft lighting, Rewires, Alarm systems etc.

Commercial & Industrial Electrics

Shop Electrics, Sign lighting, Earth-Bonding. Also Control panels,
M/c Tool Wiring, All Electrical and Mechanical Assembly etc

Call Paul on: 2390642 or 0798 0911 869

Remember you can cash
cheques and make deposits

for these banks at your

local Post Office

LLOYDS TSB CO-OP BANK

A & L GIROBANK

RATBY

POST

OFFICE

Main Street

Ratby
Tel: 239 3001

And we also sell stamps!!!



letter to the
EDITOR ¥
VILLAGE APPRAISAL; WHERE ARE THE
NEW FACES?
We thought we would attend the Village Appraisal meeting
on January. The number of people there was around 30
out of^prox. 4000 in the village. No one attended from any
ofthe youth organisations (2 teenage boys came, instructed
to come, we believe. They were not asked in the meeting what
they would like in the village.)
No one came from the Sdiool, Chapel, and only Atul was
there from aty village shops.
So how can these thingswork if nobodyis botheredto att«id
such meetings?

It wasn't A^frat we thought it was going to be actually, just a
talk given by a representative from tiie Rural Community
Councilto explainwhat we had to do for an appraisal.
Ofcourse it was the same people attending, it doesn't matter
what goes cm in the village,no new faces come alongto
help/organise anything. Just the same'old' facesover and
over again. Thesefolkwillbe the onesdoingeverything yet
again. Why does this keep happening?

Wegetnojoyfromscout's families; the Brownies are closing
from lack of interest in running a pack.
Thereare so many newyoung couples andfamilies in the
village now,it would be goodto seethemhelpandcomeup
with new ideas.

It wassuggested weneeda Youth Club. Why? We've had
one before.No one wants to help run it, and it would
probably bevandahsed like theplay areas. Peiiiaps thePolice
Constable could do more, but we hardly see him.
If theyounger people/teenagers DOwant something, then
theyneed to make theirpoint, backed up by their parents,
on the appraisal forms,which are meant to be circulating
to every house in the future.
Wedont really need much more indievillage dowe? There
aresomany varieties of shops, diurches, pubs, and sports
club.

Maybe wecould have one or two more post boxes and phone
boxes. I believe theyouths would likea skateboard area
OKthetraffic canbe a problem, especially double deckers
coming down Danehill. But ifwe h^ double yellow lines
there would benothing to slow cars down, and where would
peoplepark on StationRoad?

On reflection we thinkour village has muchto offerat
present, butthe youdi organisations could dowith much more
parental support.

Gwen and Roy HoUoway

IAppliaiKe Seividng and Installation
I Breakdown and Repair Services
IPtumbingand Hea^gfaistallation ^
I Kitchen &Bathroom Desgn and Installatm
IQfialitf Guaranteed by ^perienced Englnem

6SfiXONSRlSE.RATBY,I£ICS.IiE60NF
• Tel: 0116 2393662

THE SERVICE GARAGE

MAIN STREET RATBY

M.O.T. TESTS

CARS (PETROL - DIESEL!

and

MOTORCYCLES

M.O.T. HOURS 9.00 - 4.15 Monday i Friday-
(Qosed for lunch 1-2)

Telephone (0116) 2394966

PICTURE FRAAAIN6
LOCAL BESPOKE PICTURE FRAMXNe|

SERVICE

FREE HOME COLLECTION, DESIGN AND
DELIVERY

GALLERY STANDARD ATAFFORDABLE
PRICESII

CALL CHRIS on 0116 2387458 ANY TIMEI

PABARI'S RATBY NEWS
5 STATION ROAD RATBY

0116 239 3287

For the Largest Selection in Ratby of
BEERS WINES and Spirits

A VAST CHOICE OF CONFECTIONERY &
SOFT DRINKS

A LARGE VARIETY OF GREETING CARDS.
WRAPPING PAPER and STATIONERY

NEWSPAPERS and MAGAZINES
DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR DAILY

We are Agents for
SKETCHLEY DRY CLEANING

Video rental and Photocoovina
OPEN Monday-Friday 6.1S-1pfn. 2.30-10pm

Saturday 6.15-10pm
Sunday 7.30-2pm. 7pm-8pm

RATBY VILLAGE EVENTS DIARY

The following listings ofevents through to the end ofJune 2002 include updated details
which have now been meide known to the WOT team.

DATE & TIME EVENT ORGANISERS VENUE TEL No

APRIL

Wed 10*^ 7.45pm Things My Mother in Women's Institute Village Hall 2387193

Tues 16^
Law Didn't Tell Me

8.00pm Talk - New England Village Society Village Hall 2387240

Sat 27'^ 10.00 am Coffee Morning and Methodist Church Chapel 2394432

800 28*^
Musical Weekend

2.00pm Parish Walk to

Newtown Linford

Parish Church Church 2393009

MAY

Sat 4*^ 11.00am Church Open Parish Church Church 2393009

Wed 8*^
Then each Sat to Sept

7.45pm Resolutions Women's Institute Village Hall 2387193

Sat 11*^ 2.00pm May Fayre Ratby School School 2393610

Fri 17^ 7.30pm Aspects ofLeicester
and AGM

History Group Village Hall 2394168

Tues 2 U'
Sat 25*^

8.00pm Craft Demonstrations Village Society Village Hall 2387240

6.00pm Golden Jubilee Proms Church & Band Vicarage 2393009

Concert in the Garden

JUNE

Sat 8*^ 7.30pm Junior Band Birthday Ratby Band Groby College 2386749

Wed 12*^
Concert

7.45pm Patchwork Women's Institute Village Hall 2387193

Sat 15'^ 7.30pm Ratcliffe Chorale Parish Church Church 2393009

Sun 16*^
Concert

Tba Old Village Walk-Pt3 History Group Village Tba 2394168

Sun 16*^ 3.00pm Strawberry Cream Teas Parish Church Church Rooms 2390010

Tues 18*^
& Songs ofPraise After & Church

8.00pm For Valor - The story
of the VC

Village Society Village Hall 2387240

Fri2U' 7.00pm Music Festival Ratby Band Groby College 2386749

Sat 22°'̂ 7.00pm Music Festival Ratby Band Groby College 2386749

Sat 29*^ 2.00pm Garden Fete Parish Church Vicarage 2393009

CORRECTION

February's Village Events Diarygave the wrong time
for theever popular Jazz inthe Garden event which is
being held this year on July b**"
It should have read 7.30pm instead of2.00pm. Please
accept ourcompiler's apologies for this error.

RATBY PHARMACY
58 MAIN STREET

LE6 DLL
Tel. (0116) 239 3139

DISPENSING. FAMILY HEALTH CARE
and ADVICE. PHOTOGRAPHIC DEV.
*OPEN ; Mon.-Fri. 9am -1pm, 2pm-6pm*

Saturdays 9am-12.30pm
COLLECTION of PRESCRIPTIONS from

L.F.E. and GLENFIELD SURGERIES
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AN INDEPENDENT PRACTICE
Eye Examinations

Frames and Lenses at Competitive Prices
Prescription and Non-RX Sunspecs
Daily and Monthly Contact Lenses

New Varilux Panamic Varifocals
Any Optician's Prescription welcome

NEW OPENING TIMES
Mondav-Fridav 9.30-1 om 2-5Dm

Closed Wednesday

Saturday 9.30-1 om

47 Main Street, Kirby Muxloe
Tel; 0116 239 4288

'You must be the change you wish to see in |
the world' |

Ghandi 1

RATBY CO-OPERATIVE BAND NEWS

Belated Best Wishes for the New Year to all our

supporters. We have been rather busy both rehearsing
and mopping up. Our preparations for the Contest
season received a severe setback when we discovered

that a burst pipe had flooded the Band room. Parts of
the ceiling had fallen in and some instruments had
been badly damaged. Fortunately we are insured and
well on the way back to normality.

The Christmas season was busy. Thank you to all who
attended the Christmas Concert or who contributed to
the Carol Collection.

We have some interesting projects for 2002. Both the
SENIOR and MID Band are to make Compact Discs.
The Senior Band is off to Middelburg, Holland, in
June, and the Mid Band will be visiting Domont, near
Paris, in September.

Hospice Care for Leicestershire and Rutland
LOROS LOTTERIES LTD.

Are urgeutly looking for part time collectors in
this area.

Applications welcome from 18-80 year olds.
Good Commission and flexible hours.

Tel. Liz Singleton on 0116 231 8430

SPRING SPECIAL
©

THE PLOUSH INN
BURROU6HS ROAb. RATBV

0116 239 2103

FROM 2ncl APRIL 2002

CHOOSE ANY 2 MEALS FROM THE BAR BOARDS
FOR ONLY £9.99

OFFER AVAILABLE 6pm-7.30pm MONDAV-WEDNESDAV
Tpm-Spm SUNDAY

13, Station ^ad

<Sfit6y (Parisfi CounciC
let 01162390167

THE FUTURE OF THE VILLAGE -

DOMnr you caret
There are few things in life over which we
can have any influence - we can't decide how
much council tax we pay or set the rate of
interest on our mortgages. So why, when
there is an opportunity to have a say in what
happens, do so few of us want to get
involved? The general rule seems to be that
we leave things to others and then say, "Oh
we didn't want that" when the result is not

quite what we would like!
On the other hand, as soon as something is
suggested that directly affects us we develop a
bad case of "Nimbyism" (Not In My Back
Yard) and are prepared to go to any lengths to
put a stop to it.

There are approximately 3,800 people living
in Ratby. Of these only 30 came to the public
meeting held at the end of end of January (and
two of those were children!) to discuss a
village appraisal. Although we have set up a
small steering group to develop this initiative
(see below) we still need more people to get
involved. We know that lives these days are
busy and pressures of work, home and family
leave little time for personal leisure, without
getting involved in a village project, but it
would be a shame if the work that we do

doesn't reflect the views of the majority....

VILLAGE APPRAIFAL AMD PARIFH PLAM
The proposal to carry out a village appraisal
has moved on a stage as the steering group
has decided there may be more benefits in

producing a Parish Plan. An
appraisal will still form part
of the project, when
everyone in the village will
be asked for their views, but
the Plan gives more scope

for research into the concerns of the

community and provides a better tool for
planning for the future developmentof the
village. The project has the full support of the
Parish Council, which will act as the
accountable body once funds are applied for.
At the early meetings of the steering group

agreement was reached on a constitution and
a committee was appointed. Elaine Moore
was elected chairman, with Ken Hunnybun as
secretary and Merle Joyce as treasurer. There
are five other members of the initial steering
groupat this time and there are several people
who have expressed an interest but have not
yet been able to attend a meeting.
WOT! will be used to keep readers up to date
with developments and there will also be
reports in the LeicesterMercury and posters
in the village advertising what is going on at
future meetings.
Anyone who would like to hear more about
the project is invited to attend the meetings or
telephone Elaine on 2394737.

THE FUTURE OF THE PARIFH COUMCIL...
There are changes in the air for the Parish
Council! The entire organisation and
management of local councils is gradually
becoming more professional as the
Government wants Parish and Town Councils
to have a biggerrole in the community and
more "clout" in their dealings with Local and
Regional authorities. Although this means
more legislation and rules to followthere are
advantages to be gained. One initiative is for

the ParishCouncil to apply to be accredited as
a "Quality" council, whichwould giveus
more influence over what happens, when it
happens and how it happens! Our Council
already meets most of thecriteria and this is
something we are investigating.
The Council is also preparing to sign up to a
revised Model Code of Conduct and there will
be more details of this in the next edition of
WOT!



13, Station (Road

<SdLt6y ^arisH CounciC

I^KATCBOARDING

reC: 0116 2390167

^^ There are currently no
dedicated facilities for
young people in the
village and this is one of
the subjects that will be
tackled in the village

appraisal. Approaches have been made to the
Parish Council by two groups of enterprising
youngsters who would like a skateboarding
area. The Parish Council has started making
enquiries about the viability ofhaving such a
facility inthe village. These things cannot be
organised overnight and there are several
parts toour research at the present time.

The first is to find out the extent of interest in
the scheme and a questionnaire was circulated
for young people to sign. Thishasbeen
returned with 72 names on it but it has to be
said that a good many of the signatures are
from Groby and Kirby Muxloe (which
already has its own skateboarding area!). If
there are people in Ratbywho have not yet
signed the petition, please call at the Parish
Council office and add your name to the list.
The other parts of the research are to do with
cost of equipment, insurance and, most
important, health and safety. We will report
progress in the next issue of WOT!

yOLUKTEER/ HEEDEP
There are only nine Palish Councillors. With the best will in the world there is only so much we can
do. Several ideas have been mooted and abandoned due to lack of resources and there are tluee
current projects that need other people to help them move forward. Anyone interested mgetting

involved in one (or more) of the following is asked to contact the Parish Clerk.

We are having another attempt at arranging floral displays in the village during the
summer. Asmall group of people will shortly be meeting to make the arrangements
which could include planters and hanging baskets (once the lampposts are licensed.).

yJivN The last issue of WOT! outlined the plans in the village for the Golden Jubilee.
Volunteers are needed to help with putting up bunting in the village dunng May,
ready for the Jubilee itself at the beginning ofJune.

It is important that we preserve the trees and hedges in the village. We need to identify the
trees that ought to be protected and check the condition of those trees that already have ^
Preservation Orders.

WATCH OUTI
There will soon be anew feature at the office ofthe Parish Council and it is certain to prove popular

... Dorr Vnmpv Will be iisine the unner floor
with residents. Local policeman PC
of the converted cottage as his base
will mean that he is more accessible to
when he is in residence —and will give
people and becloser to any problems,
will start as soon as the practicalities.

Reg Vamey will he using the upper floor
when he is on duty in the village. This
local people- there will be a sign saying
PC Vamey the opportunity to meet more
should they arise. The new arrangement
such as fumiture, have been sorted out.

HEW ELECTOBAl WABO
There was constemation in the village last year when it was announced that Ratby would be mthe
same electoral ward as Bagworth. Hinckley &Bosworth Borough Council made the proposal mits
initial review ofelectoral boundaries, undertaken as part ofanational programme. Following
consultation the new proposal is for Ratby to be joined with Desford and Peckleton, which is
considered to be a more satisfactory solution.
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Inoredicnts
Pastry
6 02 (225 gr.) self-raising flour
102 (25 gr.) custard powder
2 teaspoons icing sugar
4 02 (110 gr.) margorine or butter
1 egg yolk

RATBY LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

Our Last Meeting - This was on Friday March 22"'̂ , when
Richard Gill presented us wdth a very interesting illustrated
talk about Memorials of World War 1.
The early partofRichard's presentation covered many
differing types of memorials located around the western
front battlefields. We ended closer to home with a look at
the Lutyens example in Victoria Park Leicester, together
with other memorials in villages around Leicestershire.
Unfortunately, he didnothave a shot of Ratby's own
version.

We also heard from Arthur Stevenson about his research on
the 1921 sale of the Bradgate Estate Farms located in and
around Ratby.

Neil Glenister, our local Archaeological Warden, displayed
anddescribed a Roman rooftileto us, this has recently been
recovered byDavid Ramsey from a quarry location on
nearby farmland.
Neil also reported on the recent finds ofthe fieldwalking
group from fields near to Martinshaw Wood. Afragment of
Roman pottery was found, but still not yet any evidence of
the Roman Road believed to have existed close to the
village.
Neil then updated us on the recent important discovery by
Charlie Toon ofan early 14*^ century Papal Bulla, only the
second to be found in the Ratby parish. Theotherwas
found near to Holywell Farm during the early 1900's.
Golden Jubilee - We are still looking out for any
memorabilia and photographs, which we can borrowor
copy for our plarmed display about the aspects ofRatby at
the time ofour Queen's accession and coronation(1952/53).
Please telephone 2394168 ifyou can help with anything.
Our Next Meeting - This is tobethe Village Hall on
Friday May l?*^ at 7.30pm, this is when we are holding our
first AGM, plijs a talk by Lyrm Mellor aboutLeicester.

JULIE'S
HAIRDRESSING

4 02 (llOgr) castor sugar
4 02 (llOgr) margarine
2 beaten eggs
4 02 (llOgr) cake crumbs or ground almonds
1 tablespoon milk
Filling

2 tablespoons rum
4 02 (llOgr) chopped dotes
2 02 (50gr) chopped apricots
102 (25gr.) chopped stem ginger
1 tablespoon brown sugar
Method

Set oven to 2(X)C/400F/Sqs6
1. Sift flour, custard powder and icing

sugar.

2. Rub in fat, add yolk and a little water if
necessary, to bind.

3. Roll out and line deepflan tin, pressing
gently to remove air bubbles.

4. Cover with foil to keep flat
5. Bake blind for 10-15 mins. Remove foil
6. Mix filling ingredients and soak whilst

making sponge mixture.
7. Forsponge, beat sugar and marg. until

creamy, then beat in eggs.
8. Add crumbs or almonds + milk and mix

well.

9. Spoon rum-soaked fruits into pastry
case, cover with sponge mixture and
bake for about 40 mins. until golden

brown. Cover with foil if browning too
quickly.

). Dust with icing sugar and serve hotor
cold with cream or custard.

Scrivener

MAIN STREET, RATBY

Traditional & Modern

Styling

Telephone: 2392406


