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TOP BRANDS AT We are an independent retailer — o |
LOW PRICES with friendly local service and

1st Ratby Swallows
District Sports Experience

SPECIAL OFFERS personal attention - but we're also

*
. : LOCAL DELIVERY members of EURONICS - Europe's biggest
¢ GUAR@E;SF&AFTER independent electrical buying group, which means we can -
SALES
*

offer you the very best deals on the highest quality brand names!
The Annual District Sports Day event for Leicester West Cubs Packs was held this year on

the 14™ June. Whilst the organisers tried desperately to get gates unlocked to the
Glenfield County Primary School sports field, more and more packs arrived and we all stood
In the pouring rain together. Most of my Cubs relieved me of my umbrella and all crouched
underneath it to keep dry, ah well, just typical of the unselfishness of Akelas everywhere.
We were very pleased to see so many Mums and Dads there to support their child and to
cheer on the pack, despite the weather. As the event got under way, the rain eased and
we got ourselves some good weather for the races. Our Team got off to a brilliant start,
winning 3 heats out of the first 5 events. All the Swallow Cubs did so well in the heats, we
had some one in nearly every final. At the end of the afternoon all the Swallow Team had

won certificates, some more than one, and the Swallow team finished ... overall out of
11. I'm sure all the parents would agree, the Swallows made a fantastic effort, well done
everyone.

EXPERT STAFF

CENTRE

EUROPE’S BIGGEST
INDEPENDENT ELECTRICAL
BUYING GROUP

23-27 Station Road, Ratby,
Leicestershire LE6 0JQ

Tel: Leicester (0116) 2394544 -

The Power Behind the Price!
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15t Ratby Swallows

Summer Camp Report '97

This years Summer Cub Camp was held at Oaks in Charnwood in June on probably the
wettest weekend in 1997 and although many of the items on the programme were
disrupted because of bad weather, we adapted the programme to continue indoors. To
the credit of all the Cubs and my fellow leaders, spirits were high and we all enjoyed the

weekend. Lets hope for better weather next year.

YOU have a
LOCAL INDEPENDANT OFTICIAN.

CASTLE GPTICIANS

47,MAIN STREET, XIRBY MUXLCE

We are an Independant practice and as A L V/A YS
a result we can supply frames and .
lenses by all the major manufacturers 10% DISCOUN T

and therefore no dispensing is ever
compromised by the inability to supply F OR

the latest hi-tech products. SENIOGRE CITIZENS
Our own workshop speeds up the CHILDREN ARE
proces? ESPECIALLY
FREE NHS WELCOME
EXAMINATIONS
FOR EXEMPT GROUPS (PLAY AREA)
Free Glasses with Voucher
s PRESCRIPTION
Why travel into town? SUNGLASSES
£55
Easy Parking STANDARD. SINGLE
VISION LENSES
Give us a try

Feel free to browse.
For an appointment
ring DONNA now
0116 2394288

No obligation Quotes

QUALIFIED LOCUM
OPTOMETRISTS

MAIN STREET RATBY

M.O.T. TESTS
CARS (PETROL - DIESEL)

and
MOTORCYCLES

M.O.T. HOURS 9.00-4.15 Monday to Friday
(Closed for lunch 1 - 2)

Telephone (0116) 2394966
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- COMPETITION I,

Design the front cover for the
CHRISTMAS EDITION OF WOT.
Perhaps a photograph or a drawing.
Black or white only please
A prize donated by the iB[uuglJ
will be awarded to the cover chosen.
A meal for two at the iBInglj
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Ll

For the Largest Selection in Ratby of
Beers, Wines and Spirits.

A vast choice ol Conlectionery and Soft Drinks.

A Large variety of Greeling Cards, Wrapping Paper
and Stationary.

0

Newspapers & Magazines,
Delivered to your door daily.

We are the agents for
SKETCHLEY DRY CLEANING.

Video Rental & Photocopying also available.

Opening Hours:

Mon - Fri 6.15am to 1 pm & 2.30 pm o 10 pm.
Salurday 6.15 am to 10 pm.

Sunday 7.30amto2pm 8 7 pm o 9 pm.

In the last few months two brass bands in the Ratby area
have disbanded. The Ratby Co-operative Band however
has not only had one of its most successful seasons ever
but a significant expansion programme has been
announced.

The present organisation consists of about one hundred
musicians or would-be musicians in learners’ classes, a
Training band, a Junior band and a Senior band. The
Senior band will be promoted to the National
Championship section (the brass band equivalent to the
Premiership) on January 1" and it is felt that youngsters
progressing through the organisation will find the jump
of Junior band to Championship band a little daunting.
It has been decided that an Intermediate band will be
formed. This will provide a challenge for enthusiastic
youngsters and an opportunity for adults who perhaps
do not possess the requisite skills for a championship
band. It is hoped that this new band will have its own
programme and will participate in contests in its own
right.

The Senior band’s season began in October 1996 with an
excellent second place at the Pontins Championships
held at Prestatyn and open to bands from all over the
British Isles.

Ratby Co-operative
Band

Even greater success was to follow. In March the band
travelled to Nottingham with twenty other First Section
bands for the Midland Area Championships, an
eliminating contest for the National Titles. Ratby was
awarded first prizel This resulted in an invitation to
participate in the National Finals at the Symphony Hall,
Birmingham in September, the title - Midland Area First
Section  Champions and promotion to  the
Championship Section next year.

To bring the contest season to a grand climax the band
travelled to Holland in July to take part in the World
Music Contest at Kerkrade. This contest, held every four
years is for bands from all over the world and takes place
over about four weeks. Ratby Co-operative has
participated five times previously and had a collection of
five Gold Medals. This year they faced a tough test. The
Test Piece selected by the contest authorities was a
difficult ultra-modern piece and the bands own choice
was a very difficult original test piece from the thirties.
The band had to play one piece following the other
without a break. At the end of the afternoon it was
announced that the Band had been awarded a Gold
Medal with distinction obtaining higher marks than the
band had scored before. Even better was to follow, as
the band was awarded a trophy for the highest marks of
the day and since have learned that they were winners of
their class.

The Junior band has during the year been busy with
concerts, garden parties and other events. The whole
organisation appreciates the support of people in the
Ratby area and hopes for opportunities to play an active
part in local activities.

If you or anyone you know of would be interested in
joining the bands either as player or learner please ring
Geoff Newman on 0116 238 6954.

COME IN AND SEE FOR YOURSELF ‘

QUALIFIED VISITING CHIROPODIST

Peter S Comley MSSCh. MBChA

SR N i PR
Markfield 01530 244887
24 Hour Ansaphone
Offers a Convenient & Professional Service
Registered Member of the
British Chiropody Association

Who knows what the future holds ?

Making a Will has never been simpler or more convenient.

By making a Will you will:-
e show you care for those who care about you.
e protect your family and leave nothing to chance.
e give yourself peace of mind and certainty about the future.

We will visit you in your own home, at a time convenient to you.

To make an appointment, or request further information,
ring your local agent Pamela Jertt on 2386799.

writing and storing the Nations Wills"

. Wi -
"Trust Wills ﬁf




COMMUNITY ORCHARDS
An Evening Presentation

Have you ever longed for the taste ot a 'real' English
apple? Do vou remember when there were many
orchards within a short distance of most people,
each producing a variety of tastes far superior to
anything found in the shops today? Perhaps you
are lucky enough to have your own stock of apple
trees producing crops with a taste of such
excellence vou think it should be available to more
people.

if you have answered 'Yes' to any of the above then
read on.

As part of its Urban Fringe Countryside Project
Leicester County Council and The National Forest
Company together with Ratby Parish Council are
hosting a presentation on Community Orchards on
Monday, 20th October 1997 in the Library, Main
Street, Ratby at 7.00 p.m.
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Paul Hand from Bees and Trees of Shropshire will
give an interactive talk on the history of orchards,
the cultural and conservation value of orchards and
past, present and future opportunities for local
communities to develop orchards in their Parish.
There will be an opportunity to taste several
different varieties of apples that are not normally
found in the supermarkets. In other areas where
Paul has given these talks there has been a high
level of interest in developing orchards and the
presentations themselves have been very enjoyable
and great fun.

[f you have an interest in orchards and in particular
if you like the idea of developing one in Ratby then
come along to what promises to be a very
informative and entertaining evening,
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SHOP AT HOME SERVIGE

to choose from
g"m £3.99-£45.50 sq.yd.
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Thousands of Patterns PORTER’S DISCO"NT

CARPETS

121/3 STATION ROAD

RATBY, LEICESTERSHIRE
Tel: 2393238/2395202

Ratby Parigh Council

VANDALISM IN RATBY

Vandalism is costing Ratby residents in excess of
£3,000 a year. Crime in our village is depriving
everyone, from young toddlers to the elderly, of the
enjoyment of facilities provided by residents
through their Council Tax.

The playgrounds in Ferndale Drive and Burroughs
Road have, in particular, suffered at the hands of
vandals during the Summer months: swings have
been damaged to such a degree as to make them
dangerous to use; a slide has been left with broken
and jagged edges - lethal if a child fell against it;
toddler playing equipment has been damaged as a
result of misuse by people it was not designed for.
A lot of the damage is carried out repeatedly - once
one item is repaired or replaced another is targeted
by the wvandals. The manufacturers of the
equipment have been attending the play areas

sometimes on a weekly basis to survey and repair
damage.

The majority of maintenance man-hours is taken
with clearing up after vandals - sweeping glass from
playgrounds, removing paint which has been
daubed on play equipment and seating and carrying
out repairs where possible.

In addition to the damaged referred to above, during
the past few months three bench seats have been
severely damaged by vandals - one of them is
beyond repair and will have to be replaced. A
picnic bench root has been removed and destroyed
and another picnic bench has been loosened from
its fixings. Fencing has been damaged Mature

trees have had their bark stripped thus ensuring that
they will die.

It is difficult to imagine the type of person that gets
any benefit from such behaviour - most people see
1t as senseless. We can all play a part in preventing
vandalism by being extra vigilant and reporting
incidents to the Police - tel. Leicester 222 2222.

There are many worthy causes in Ratby which could
benefit from an extra £3,000.
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Why not discover your SJlter £g02

Health, Beauty and Weight Management Treatments in comfortable
surroundings, with friendly trained staff. We specialise in complete packages
including full assessment, nutritional advice, vitamin consultancy, bodywraps
and full range of health and beauty treatments to help you look and feel great!

10% OFF a range of treatments when you produce this advert!

Keep that summer tan topped up on our high quality sunbeds!
November Specials -
Get ready for Xmas
Unlimited toning tables for £30

10 Eurowaves £85 and get Half Bodywrap free

Metabolic rate, vitamin consultancy and diet advice all for £25

Book 2 Bodywraps for £70 and get 1 free
Book 3 Eurowaves for £30 and get 1 free

3 Castle Road, Kirby Muxloe Telephone (0116) 2392977
Try us....and discover your other self!
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L Free 1st Hour

Melsway Driving School
Mel Shipley b.o1. avs miam.
All ages welcome . . . and nervous pupils
Learn to drive with Melsway i\
Telephone : 2386149 \Y 5
3 Barton Close, Ratby

KEN TOMKINS

General Builder
Alterations and Extensions

PROPERTY REPAIRS

93 Gynsill Lane, Anstey, Leicester
Telephone: 2871698

RATBY POST OFFICE
Main Street Ratby

Newsagent Confectionary

Tobacco
PHOTOCOPY SERVICE GREETINGS CARDS
HALLMARK, RUSTCRAFT ETC.

SHOE REPAIR AGENTS
] Open 7 Days 1
1 Tel. 2393001

ALPINE 0
CLEANING &ﬁ
SERVICES &-%2.

OFFICES - CARPETS
THREE PIECE SUITES
VENETIAN BLINDS
BUILDERS CLEAN ETC

Geoff Wood

9 Ferndale Drive, Ratby. Leicester LE6 OLM
Tel: o116 - 2388396 Mobile: 0860 267141

1** RATBY BROWNIES

1°' Ratby Brownies have had a busy and happy
year. We have enrolled a number of girls into our
pack - some from Rainbows and some non-
Rainbows. And have been others pass through
their three years and move on to Guides or other
things.

We were very pleased to have Pam Jewitt join us
as Snowy Owl last September, after moving on
from being a Rainbow leader. Pam has helped a
great deal in the planning, organising and running
of meetings, as has Julie Tomkins (Little Owl) who
has stayed with us after coming to help out
temporarily. Rosie Glenister (Tawny Owl) has
been unable to attend many meetings this year for
a variety of reasons, and due to work
commitments, has decided to step down for a
year. Thanks for all your hard work Rosie, during
your stay.

On the 15" August at 1Tpm, nineteen Brownies and
four leaders set off for Kettering for our Disney
themed Pack Holiday. Everybody was excited as
we travelled by coach to the Woodcroft Scout site.
A lot of the girls were only seven or eight years old
and it was their 1°' Pack Holiday. After the initial
unpacking and setting up, we were ready to start
the fun. We made name badges, bed nameplates,
Disney cookies, sweets In Dalmatian boxes,
Pocahontas jewellery and headgear, Snow White's
cottage air fresheners, under-the-sea
paperweights, peg doll princesses and Disney
collages. The girls worked well and behaved
responsibly within their three groups - Dalmatians,
Lion Kings and Toy Stories, supervised by
Pocahontas, Ariel, Snow White and Purdy. They
prepared and cooked meals, served at the tables,
and did the housework, as well as enjoying

themselves. And the majority of them behaved
very well throughout the five days. Our treat while
we were away was a day at Wicksteed Park
(which was just around the corner) and | think
everybody enjoyed themselves on the rides or
watching others. The fact that the weather was
good for the whole time helped to make it a good
holiday. |love Pack Holidays, and find the pleasure
and happiness that is shown by girls and leaders
makes all the hard work and preparation
worthwhile.  Again, | couldn’t have done this
without Pam and Julie’s help. Thank you all - also
thank you for the lovely present you bought me.

Sponsored by Se

Over the vyear, the Brownies have been
progressing through the three stages of their
journey work, gained interest badges e.g. Book
Lover, Pet Lover, Swimmer, Safety in the Home.
We have made numerous craft items, including
cassette boxes, pasta picture frames, cooking,
Mother and Father’s day gifts. We had two guest
speakers - a lady from Leicester Hedgehog
Rescue Society brought hedgehogs for us to see
and gave a very interesting and informative talk on
their work. And Angie Saunt came and wore us all
out with a very enjoyable keep-fit evening. We
finished for the Summer holiday by having a super
fun night and supper at the Bull's Head skittle
Alley.

I'm sure | speak for my assistants as well as
myself when | say that our work with the
Brownies is mostly pleasurable and rewarding and
good fun when appreciated by Brownies and
parents. It I1s time consuming and entirely
voluntary, but the proud, smiling faces in our pack,
make it worthwhile. We recently received a very
nice thank you letter from the parents of a leaving
Brownie - thanking us Owls for all we had done.
This again, is a very gratifying experience. (We've
saved it to read again, to keep us going when
things aren’t so easy or pleasing).

Gas Appliance
rvices - Leicester

6 Saxons Rise, Rathy, Leicester LEG ONF.
Tel: Office 0116-2393662

The Browsw€S
pictwed 88

the Wocderoft
Scout Site

Finally, we were very pleased to be invited to the
wedding service of Denise (2™ Ratby’s Brown
Owl) and Nick on the 9" August at St Phillip and St
James.  Three leaders were there with four
Brownies (where were the other twenty?) to wish
them every happiness, throw confetti everywhere
and get in on the photograph with Denise's
Brownies. A lovely finish to the year.

Hopefully we will be rested after the holidays and
ready to go back to Brownies in September - new
Brownies, new ideas and more fun filled Brownie
Guiding.

Marylyn Smith
Brown Owl - 1°' Ratby Brownies
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Ratby Pillage Society

Summer now seems far distant but for those members of
the RVS who took part in the July outing to Elvaston
Castle warm memories remain of that sunny afternoon.

In truth it is not really a castle but a crenellated country
house, of stony forbidding appearance, completed in
1830 incorporating a bay of the previous 1633 manor.
The house, once the seat of the Earls of Harrington, may
look grim but the grounds with a lake are superb and
were designated a Country Part in 1968. It has a
particular connection with Ratby as those who
affectionately remember Charlie Garratt (or who have
read his fascinating life story ‘Charlies Tale’) will know
very well. Charles came to live in Ratby in 1947 and for
over four decades must have been one of its best loved
characters. In his youth he had worked at Elvaston
Castle for two years, carrying the rank of third footman,
before joining the army in 1914.

The walled country garden and farm buildings were
visited following which the party selected a beautiful
spot to sit on the grass and enjoy their picnics before
joining the hurly burly of the weekend traffic maelstrom
on the way home.

C. GEARY:SONS
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VISIT OUR OLDE WORLDE SHOP

B

66 Varieties of Bread
34 Varietiesof Cobs, Rolls, etc.

L<=.L e NCH

"“WELLED coBs P
WEDDING ,CELEBRATION & NOVELTY CAKES OUR SPECIALITY

C GEARY & SONS STATION ROAD ; RATBY LEICESTER 2386600

Traffic of a more leisurely, but somewhat more exciting,
times was the subject of a talk on “The Coaching Days of
England’ given by Mr Kenneth Day at the August
meeting. Those were the days when, literally, it took
days to travel anywhere but the shortest of distances.
The story started with packhorses and followed
developments in the conveyance of passengers, mail and
merchandise, through to the stage coach era. It was well
illustrated with photographs depicting some tangible
reminders such as coaching inns, tollgates and pub signs,
as well as reproductions of pictures showing the
romance - and rigours - of horse drawn travel in past
centuries.

One cannot imagine that today’s motorway scenes will
look as glamorous on Christmas cards two hundred
years hence!

Cops Baberies

SEE and TRY our range of ;
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Ratby Methodist Church Development
Scheme

If you've been keeping
“thermometer”, you will have noticed that we are
well on the way to our target of £90,000. We
have now actually reached £91,000 but,
unfortunately, the goal posts have been moved!

There have been difficulties along the way and our
Although somewhat
daunting, we are confident that we will reach our

new target is £140,000.

goal and look forward to sometime next year when
the building work is complete and we have a

“new” church, not only for our own use but to

serve the people of Ratby. We thank you for your
continued support and offer you a warm welcome
at any of our forthcoming events.

ottage Craftsman

General Builders and plan drawers
Extentions to Kitchens,Lounges,Garages, single
and double storeys ALSO ~ Garden walling ~
~ Ceramic wall and floor tiling ~ Replacement,
windows,softwood,hardwood or UPVC ~ Patios

~ Block Paving ~ Fencing ~ UPVC facia and

soffit board renewals ~ Plans drawn
and submitted to local authority approvals.
For Prompt attention / Over 20 yrs exp

Tel (0116) 2387325 Mob (0802) 728031

&A. H. COLEY |

Plumbing & Heating Repairs, i
New Installations, Bathrooms, Showers,

For a full range of services contact:

4, Saxons Rise
Ratby
Leicestershire LE6 ONF
| Telephone: 0116-2394277

an eye on our

Sunday 5'" October - Sponsored Walk

The circular walk will commence at 2.00 pm from
the Chapel and will be approximately four miles.
Tea will be provided on return in the Chapel. For
further details and sponsor forms or if you would
actually like to sponsor a walker - please phone
2386795.

Monday 6" October - Lingerie Sale

This bargain sale will take place at the home of
Mrs Reet Turner, 38 Main Street, Markfield.
Proceeds to be shared between our Church and
Markfield Methodist Church. The sale will take
place all day and there will be refreshments and a
raffle. Come along and browse with no obligation
to buy.

Saturday 22™ November - Christmas Fayre

This will be held in the Welfare Hall from 10.00 am
-2.00 pm. The stalls will consist of - cakes, jams
and preserves, gifts, "Just in Case’ sweets, fancy
goods, garden stall, tombola and bric-a-brac.
There will also be a raffle, bran tub and
refreshments. Santa has also promised to visit!

Coffee Mornings

These will take place on the following dates at the
Welfare Hall from 10.00 am - 2.00 pm.

Saturday 4™ October
Saturday 18" October
Saturday 1°' November
Saturday 6™ November

Cpme along and have a coffee and a chat with
friends. There will also be various stalls and a

raffle. g 5 I

JULIE’S

HAIRDRESSING

MAIN STREET, RATBY

Traditional & Modern
Styling

Telephone: 2392406
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XMAS BOOKINGS TAKEN UP TO 23 DECEMBER
* CRISPY COATED MUSHROOMS & GARLIC DIP
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CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIES

Ingredients

4 oz (113grs) margarine or butter
2 oz (57grs) caster sugar

Few drops of vanilla essence

5 oz (140grs) plain flour

2 oz (57grs) Bournville chocolate
Pinch of salt

Method

1. Cream together fat and sugar

2. Stir in essence, flour, salt
and chocolate chopped into
pieces

3. Roll into balls (size of walnut)
place on greased baking tray

4. Flatten slightly with a damp fork
Bake in oven at gas mark 5 or
375°F or 190°c for 10-15 mins

6. Dust gently with icing sugar

Scrivener
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BRIE & RED LEICESTER CHEESE & BISCUITS
DELUXE ICE CREAM SUNDAE

o o o o ok o o o o o o S S Sk Sk b b b

gg E COFFEE & MINTS
MINCE PIES |
A\ ¢ BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

Appointments not always YOUR DOMESTIC GAS S\
necessary BOILER SERVICED
£10.95 156 Station Road Ratby 6 SAXONS RISE, RATBY, LEICS. LEG ONF
L Tel 2394429 B Tel: (116 2393662
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6.00am - 12.30 Saturday

SPRING VEGETABLE SOUP
SEAFOOD COCKTAIL PATE OAPs welcome any day at
e o ok ok ok 5% o o 3k sk o ok ok ok ok ok S ok p reduced rates
ROAST TURKEY (WITH ALL THE TRIMMINGS)
ROAST SIRLOIN OF BEEF & VORKSHIRE PUDDING STYLING BLOW DRYING
SALMON IN LOBSTER & PRAWN SAUCE
BRIE & BROCCOLI PITHIVIER COLOURING SETTING
SERVED WITH ROAST & NEW POTATOES AND A SELECTION OF FRESH VEGETABLES TRIMMING PERMING
e o ol o ok sk o o ok ot ol o ok o S o o o 3k ok o o e ok b
' | B Appliance Servicing and Installation <ORg,
RICH CHRISTMAS PUDDING & BRANDY SAUCE | Tuesday to Saturday | 8 Breskdown and Repair Sevics
CHEF'S CHOICE OF GATEAUX 6.00am - 5.30pm Tuesday to Friday Bttt R
SAFE




