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WOT ROUNDABOUTS FOLLOW OR FACE £40 FINE

We have received the following from PC 719 Mason.
Knowing that the topic of traffic calming is, "on
everyone's lips" we showed the article to a number of
locals and asked for their views. They make interesting
reading.

It is obvious that some motorists are unaware of their
responsibilities as a driver in relation to Mini
Roundabouts.

Ratby, like other villages, have been allocated these
mini roundabouts in order to help Road Safety by
causing vehicles to slow down on the road at the
roundabouts. This helps to maintain speeds at a safe
level and within the set limits.

However, it appears that these drivers do not use the
mini roundabouts correctly, either by driving over
them or by totally missing them.

The proper way to use these mini roundabouts is to
treat them like any other roundabout, i.e. give way to
vehicles to the right and to drive around them in a
clockwise direction as in the Highway Code, and one
cannot go wrong. If this is complied with then the
reason why the roundabouts were place there in the
first place would be achieved.

I would like to point out to motorists that it is an
offence to drive over or miss out the mini roundabouts

as they are failing to conform with the road signs, for
which a £40 fixed penalty ticket and 3 points can be
issued.

From PC 719MASON,Ratby Beat Officer.
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The "party" view

"Being justa normal road user travelling 30,000+ miles a
year by road it does appear to me that one of the mini
roundabouts is, "not lined up right". Tlie one on the
Kirby Road just doesn't slow people down coming into
the village. It does those leaving but — perhaps I'm
using them wrongly!
The otliertwo are good, so as I don't want a ticket!"

"It is impossible to drive my long wheel based Land
Rover around the roundabouts correctly. If I did on the
one near the doctors I would end up in the waiting room.
What lorry driversdo, I don't know."

"I don't understand tlie difference between the flat
painted ones and the oneswithtlie hump."

"What about slowing the traffic down along Dane Hill
before someone gets killed!
Mind you they would probably get a fixed penalty and
three points."

"The roundabouts were fitted with the expectation that
drivers would conform. As always there are the
mindless, inconsiderate who will risk every thing for that
extra second.

Alas, PC Mason without your constant attention this

traffic calming is totally unenforceable and a waste of
public money which should have been diverted to slow
traffic within the estate roads."
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Dear Editor,

We would like through the Ratby WOT magazine to
express our thanks for a really enjoyable week-end at
Oaks in Chamwood Scout Camp. We joined the Family
Camp for the week-end August 9th to 11th. From the
minute we arrived we were made very welcome. We
were invited to join in any of the activities that had been
planned for the week-end.

Which we did. From the get'togethers and quiz, barbecue
and rounders match, to the Treasure Hunt, the week-end
just flew. The friendliness of all who were there made it.
So to all parents of cubs, scouts and ventures why not
give this week-end a try next year. "Vou will not be
disappointed.

Hoping for an invite next time.

Yours sincerely,

Barry and Iris Tunnicliffe

Ratby Churchyard - Dog Fouling

Despite notices at all entrances to the Chm-chyard, it
appears that a minority of inconsiderate people are using
this area for the purpose of exercising their dogs, in doing
so, they are allowing them to foul not only the graves, but
also the paths and bin area.

This distasteful practice is totally unacceptable both to
visitors tending graves and to Churchyard maintenance
staff as well as exposing children to serious health risks.

If it is necessary for dogs to be taken into the
Churchyard, would owners be good enough to take a
poop-scoop with them instead of adding to the workload
of volimteers who seek to keep the area tidy and attractive
to visitors.

Boh Fender

SAM's Fruit & Vc?
32 Main Street, Ratby (Next to Post Office)
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"Shopping" in Lusaka.

We all need food for day to day living and during the
sixties we had a small shop in Ratby to help supply this
need in the village.

However, shopping was verydifferent when I went to live
in Lusaka; England was becoming so cold and dark. In
case you are wondering where that is, Lusaka is the
capital of Zambia, formerly Northem Rhodesian.

We lived in an area calledWoodlands about 5 miles or so
from the town and the few shops. Every day an African
on a cycle would call with a notebook for me to write my
daily order and hopefully the goods would arrive later the
same day.

Often items would be marked REGRET other times my
order was misunderstood. I can smile over the time I
ordered Goddard s Plate Powder togive the cutlery etc. a
polish, what arrived was dental plate powder and we did
not have a false tooth between us. The butcher order
arrived by the same method and was the meat tough!

An African arrived one day with a dome shaped wicker
basket on the comer of his cycle. Inside were several
squawky chickens. Well I thought, that would make a
pleasant change for Sunday lunch but how on earth was 1
to choose a nice tender chicken?

Iasked cook to pick out the best one. On advice from my
neighbours I decided to fatten it up for a while. It was
tied to atree in the garden and hopefully would fatten up
a bit.

Afew days later there was such a commotion outside, my
small daughter (who now lives Ratby) and her friends
decided to tease the poor thing and it got away. However
that was not the end our Sunday lunch. The cook and
garden boy went dashing after it and returned in triumph
with our squawking chicken.

We did eat it a few weeks later, but it proved to be every
bit as tough as the butchers meat!

Una Hurst.

A. J. WALDRAM

REUPHOLSTERY

BY TRADITIONAL

METHODS

Telephone 0116 2873361
Mobile 0378 529453

Sgt. James William Ball

Remembered
During June members of the Great War History
Group held a moving ceremony and laid a wreath on
theTyne-Cot Memorial in Passchendaele, Belgium.
With members of the Ratby & District British
Legion a wreath in memory of Sgt. Bali was laid on
this the largest British Military Cemetery in the
World.

Sgt. Ball's name is on a sp.ecial Memorial at Tyne
Cot for those with no known grave. (It is also on
the Ratby Memorial and was when it was first
unveiled.)
Mr David Jones, Chairman of the group added some
interesting facts, which it would be worth
remembering at this time of the year.
The British front at Passchendaele was
approximately 15 miles long, it had some 3,091 guns
and howitzers shelling the enemy lines. That is an
average of a gun every 8'/2 yards. Imagine it, three
on less than the length of a cricket pitch. During
the 14 weeks of the confrontation an average of
3,200,000 shells were fired every week by British
troops - 457,143 every day! No wonder the
generals thought that nothing could live on the

other side, but as we all know they were wrong.
The Great War History Group are more than happy
to give talks, to other groups or schools. You may
also like to visit their exhibition to be held in the
Beaumont Leys library during the first week of
November.

Everyone s welcome to attend their meetings which
are held on the first Thursday of each month at the
West End Neighbourhood Centre, off Hinckley
Road.

Further details are available from David Jones
on 0116-2311848.

(Tyne-Cot is so called as a result of the
Northumberland Regiments soldiers saying that the
Pill Boxes/Block Houses" the large concrete gun

emplacements, all that was left at the time looked
just like the Tyne Cottages which they were used to
seeing at home. What does that say for Tyneside
cottages of the time!)
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The Plough Inn, I
Burroughs Road,

Ratby,

Leicester LE6 OXZ

[ S 0116 239 2103

\ \ t^^^jBONFIRE NIGHT PARTY
Blough Ratby S '̂' November

A Plus RATBY BAND

Fireworks
BBQ

Novelties

Toffee Apples

RESERVOIR CROPSTON 3'' November

THE WELFARE HALL

Everyone knows where the Welfare Hall is but do
you know what goes on there.

Well, it's quite a busy place for example it's used
regularly :

Mondays The Evergreens Club hold a bingo
session.

Thursdays. The Drop In Morning is held, where
coffee and biscuits are served. .There is a bric-a-brac
and a nearly new stall. Here you can relax, have a
chat with your friends and stay in touch. You can
imagine it is very popular. One of the focal points
for thevillagers at home, what goes on afterwards is
anyone's guess! (You may have seen some of the
poetry relating to this in recent publications of
"WOT".)

The Evergreen Club also hold social afternoons and
organise outings. Avery busy group.

Also, held in the Welfare Hall are dancing classes,
aerobics plus of course all the ad hoc activities:-
wedding receptions, sales, meetings, bases for
treasure hunts, you name it, the Welfare hall is used
for it!

The WH has a committee who ensure that the Hall is
maintained, don't stop reading, this is what it's all
about! They are in need of some new blood and
would like a few more people (male or female), to
become involved. The team are looking for some
kind community spirited folk in the village to join
them.

JULIE'S
HAIRDRESSING

MAIN STREET. RATBY

Traditional & Modern

Styling

Telephone: 2392406

During the year. The Welfare Committee organise:-

An Easter Tea. for the senior citizens of the village.
The committee provide a lovely tea along with
entertainment and a free raffte. There is no charge,
all senior citizens are welcome and it is very popular.

At Christmas, funded by a seasonal raffle, Christmas
cards and presents are taken to the housebound and
elderly in hospital and in residential homes. The
most deserving are rarely forgotton.

Throughout the year, the Welfare Hall committee
organise games of bowls at the Ratby Sports Club.
The Committee are very grateful for the use of these
facilities.

On behalfof the Ratby Welfare Committee.

A P WUlis

If anyone would like to help please contact
Geoff Pullen

24, Mill Drive

Ratby
Tel: 2386131

VbUR LOCAL PICTURE
FRAMER

'HARDINeS'

QUALHY PICTURE FRAMERS

Prints, tapestries, Oil Painting, Photographs,
Certificates, etc.

11 Station Road, Ratby. Leic Tel: 0116 2387458
Workshop -

10 Sycamore Grove, Groby.Leic Tel: 0116 2870432

FRAMING BY TRAINED CRAFTSMAN BUT AT TRADE

PRICES!

WORKSHOP OPEN: 8 AM - 2 PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY
OR EARLY EVENING BY APPOINTMENT AT 10

SYCAMORE GROVE, GROBY, LEICESTER
OR

RING FOR OUR FREE DESIGN, COLLECTION AND
DELIVERY SERVICE!

OVER 300 FRAMES IN STOCK - FINISHED PICTURES

USUALLY DELIVERED WITHIN ONE WEEK.



The RATBY Gourd Society

ItT already tlrat time of year again, signing on at,
'"'college" for evening classes either for leisure or
education. But all meetings at this time of the year are
not always what they seem. It has been reported that a
shady group of residents recently met one dark misty
night in a local Victorian property for a clandestine
meeting, all in reverence of GOURDS, the decorative
type, we are told.

It was also reported that strange rituals took place with
ceremonial cutting, piercing andscooping of these strange
fruits. Numerous arrangements of them were made with
instructions being taken from oldmanuals.

Strange oaths were taken. Oh! My gourd, gourd
evening, Gourdon Bennett, initiation nghts were drawn
up. Active members tried to encourage others to be
involved in the growing and presentation of this the most
versatile and beautiful ecological material.

So bewamed, all it not as it seems for evening classes!

Sun and Air

The days are bleak when dull andcold -
I long for warming sun.
A penalty of growing old?
Tmnot the only one!

But when the skies are blue as blue

and sunshine fills the world
my spirits riseto heights anew
myheart again unfurled.

On such a day it is a crime
to waste a precious second
and country walking is sublime -
to Burroughs RoadTm beckoned.

So to the fields (by Old Hays Farm)
which Woodland Trust has bought.
Their planted trees addto the charm
and miracles have wrought.

Now, what's as good as free fresh air?
I know this is the truth -

to walk with a companionfair
like 'Aud' or Pat or Ruth.

Such days as this - though, sadly, rare -
just fill myheartwith glee
Those fiiends, along with sun and air,
are all the world to me. Hoz. Sept. 1996

C. GEARYftSONS
THE CHAMPION BAKERS I I 1 SEE and TRY our range of ; | I

^ 66 Varieties of Bread
34 Varietiesof Cobs, Rolls, etc.

1200 Varieties of Cakes and Pastries
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VISIT OUR OLDE WORLDE SHOP T IXiWD UQbS
WEDDING .CELEBRATION A NOVELTY CAKES OUR SPECIALITY

1ST RATBY BROWNIES

'family' and all get on so well. I must, at tliis point,
tliank Rosie, Lyn and Julie for all tlieir hard work. Pack
Holiday is super fun but a lot of hard work goes into
preparation and organisation.

We now look forward to another Brownie year ahead,
starting again with Brownie Revels on September 14th,
hopefully a jumble sale in October and possibly a
sponsored swim in the Spring.

If anybody wants details about joining Brownies, or going
onto tlie waiting list, please contaa me via tlie library.

Marvlvn Smith (Brown Owl)

Footnote

Our unsuccessful jumble sale was due mainly to booking
the same day as other village events. Would it be a
possible idea to have a large year planner in the library,
which ajJ organisations could enter fortlicoming events on
to prevent double/treble bookings in the village.

Editors Comment,
An excellent idea. The village has been suffering from
tliis problem for at least twenty years to my knowledge.

1st Ratby Brownies have had a full and eventful year,
and, hopefully, are now refreshed and ready to start
again. We enrolled 5 new girls into our pack over tlie
year, and 8 have left us, some to move on to Guides.

We started last September (95) with a fun-filled day at
Brownie revels where approximately 300 Brownies from
our division met for a day of crafts, games and singing.

Throughout the year we have enjoyed a varied
programme of events from games, crafts, cooking, gift-
making, outside activities e.g. treasure hunt to making,
icing and decorating miniature Christmas cakes.

We have enjoyed many visitors including a British Red
Cross Officer, Aerobics Instructor and RSPCA Officer -
all giving up their own time to talk to tlie girls and help
them gain badges.

The Brownies have gained a variety of badges, including
hostess, swimmer, pet-lover, first-aid, and have attended
numerous church services when some Brownies have read
beautifully and enjoyed being able to do the collection
and carry their flag.

Our pack has held a couple of fund-raising events, an
unsuccessful jumble sale last Autumn, and a very
successful entertainment evening by tlie Brownies for
parents, relatives and friends. We have some very _
talented young musicians, dancers and gymnasts and tlie
girls who didn't wish to perform did a marvellous job
serving raffle tickets and providing refreshments.

At the end of June, Lyn Evans fmished as Tawny Owl,
after 6 years hard work, helping me in many ways with
the pack, and it was with some sadness, but happy
memories tliat we said goodbye to her. We are very
grateful to Julie Tompkins for stepping in to help us as
3rd leader with Rosie and myself. Julie says it's only
very temporary but that's how we all started!

The highlight of my Brownie year is always Pack
Holiday, and this year the girls were offered 2. In April,
Rosie Glenister took (and passed) her Pack Holiday
License, taking 12 Brownies to One Ash holiday home in
Earl Shilton for the weekend. The tlteme was 'Spring'
and both girls and leaders had a fantastic time. Tlren
26tli-29th July, Rosie, Lyn, Julie and myself, took 15
Brownies to Willesley campsite, near Ashby, the theme
being 'favourite bears'. We had a very busy, happy and
creative 4 days, the girls producing some very high
quality work, and again we all had a wonderful time. 1
always find it so rewarding to live together as one big

Sponsored by 6 Saxons Rise, Ratby, Leicester LE6 ONF.
Teh Office 0116-2393662
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PARISH COUNCIL OPPOSES HOUSING PLAN

Hinekley and Bosworth Borough Council has drawn up a Local
to guide future development in the area.

Plan

In the Plan, the Borough Council has proposed that land in the
green wedge between present housing and the motorway in Ratby

be developed for housing. When the proposals were firstshould
brought out hundreds of Ratby residents objected.

There were so many objections to this and other proposals that
the end of October there will be a Public Inquiry.

at

The Parish Council has put petition forms in local shops for
people to re-affirm their opposition and for those residents who
missed tlje opportunity to object before, to have a say.

If you support the Parish Council in its Objections, please
the petition which, will be presented to the Inspector. If
have not signed the Petition and would like to add your voice
the Objections, cut out the letter below and return it
to the Parish Council Clerk, 8 Desford Lane, Ratby,
Wednesday 9th. October 1996.

sign
you

to

by

The Parish Council thinks it is vital to protect the Green Wedge
between Ratby and Groby. It is important to limit the size of the
Village so that it does not become an anonymous sprawl of
development where community feeling is lacking and crime is
rife.

Remember to sign the petition or send in a letter if you support
these views.

Don't delay, do it now!!!

To the Clerk of Ratby Parish Council

From : Name

Address
Date:

A-

Dear Clerk,

Objection to Housing Development in the Green Wedge in Ratby.

I support the Parish Council in its Objections to the
development of Green Wedge land for housing in Ratby. Please
arrange for my objection to be presented to the Inspector at the
Public Inquiry into the Hinckley and Bosworth Local Plan.

Yours faithfully.

Signed.



Where Does it All Go?

These days it seems as though every organisation that
asks for money, ends up on your doorstep, either as a
letter, an envelope, a circular, a plastic bag saying fill me
or a representative of the charity concemed. We d all be
forgiven for thinking that if we gave to everyone that
asked, the nextperson needing money would be us!

All charitable organisations need money if they are to
carry on and not wither on the vine. Ratby Scouts, Cubs
and Beavers are no exception. We too are a charitable
organisation, our only income is the subs you pay us as a
parent for your child, money raised from fund raising
activities and donations.

Relax this is not an appeal for more money (yet!), but
rather an article to explain where our funds go. Before I
go into detail, I would just like to acknowledge one other
source of 'funds' and that is the leaders, helpers and fund
raisers who give up their time (for no pa>Tnent
whatsoever) to make it possible for the 1st Ratby Scout
Group to exist. Without tliem and the lads who choose to
be involved in Scouting no amount of money would make
the group run.

So, where does the money go?

The subs that I mentioned pay for the rent on the various
premises we use throughout Ratby, a significant sum.
After that, another large cost is for insurance (isn't it
always these days) mostly on the goods we own, van,
tents, marquee, canoes, dinghy etc. Almost as large is the
amount we pay out on badges, neckers. Scouting
literature etc.

But of all our payments, by far the biggest is to the
District Scout Association, who pay for the upkeep of the
campsites. Training, District events (swimming, cross
country, football - a very long list).

Fairenough that's where the money goes, but if that's all
we had to spend then the group wouldn't have the
equipment it needs such as; a Scout bus (now with seat
belts for all), numerous tents, camping stoves, marquee,
canoes, a mirror dinghy, a store for it all - another endless
list right down to the storm lamps, life jackets

But as every householder knows its not just the buying
that takes the money it's the repairs to the wear and tear,
and in this case a lot of lads adds up to a lot of wear and
tear!
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After the summer recess yet another 'away fixture for
the party of members who visited Leicester Town Hall in
August. If a tour of the 'corridors of power' in a
Victorian Civic building sounds rather mundane nothing
could be further from he truth thanks to the official guide,
one Eugene O'Dell, Belfast bom and full of the blarney
of a Terry Wogan and the charm of a Val Doonican. For
almost forty years he has been an employee of Leicester
Corporation, as it then was, during which time he has
acquired an encyclopaedic knowledge of the history, the
architecture and the function of the place which he
imparts with wit and good humour especially when the
subject matter was somewhat quirky!

The building itself is unusual, the first Town Hall to be
designed in a Franco-Flemish style, opened in 1876 to
replacethe 14th century Guildhall. The clock (1879) was
an after thought whose bell was a temporary expedient
but is still in use! The Square and fountain also date
from the same year. When originally constructed the
building fronting Bowling Green Street was not included
(it dates from 1924) but the town fire station occupied
part of the site. The police station was situated within the
Town Hall until the early 1930's but the cells are still
there and in use when the court is sitting.

!A. H. COLEY
Plumbing & Heating Repairs,

New Installations, Bathrooms, Showers,

For a full range ofservices contact:

4, Saxons Rise
Ratby

Leicestershire LE6 ONF
Telephone: 0116-2394277

RATBY POST OFFICE
Main Street Ratby

Newsagent Confectionary
Tobacco

PHOTOCOPY SERVICE GREETINGS CARDS

IL4LLMARK, RUSTCRAFT ETC.

SHOE REPAIR AGENTS

Open 7 Days

Tel. 2393001

The large mace dates from 1869 butwas sold along with
the other civic plate in the 1830's when tlie Corporation
was 'broke'. Although the mace was restored to its
rightful place, it had been found in 1890 hanging from the
ceiling of a pub in Wharf Street. The present collection
of civic silver is of post-war acquisition. In fact when
our Queen visited Leicester and lunched at the Town Hall
a candelabra had to be borrowed from the Grand Hotel to
grace the table! Although we were told that the building
is haunted by a ghost, it didnot appearto be interested in
Ratby Village Society.

Another evening of mirth was experienced in September
whai someone with a Leicestershire accent - Mr. Tim

Taylor of 'athem - spoke on 'Ceramics'. He outlined
how a trained car mechanic-cum-scaffolding erector
became a professional potter and demonstrated his
undoubted skill in producing somewhat insubstantial
ornaments which he fires in a home-made kiln whose

main component is an oil drum! Some speakers enliven
their talks with incidental humour but Mr. Taylor gave
the impression of a stand-up comedian whose secondary
intent was to enlighten us on his occupation - a sort of
poor man's Tommy Cooper!

The next meeting, on October 15th, will be an illustrated
talk by Mr. T.B. Whiteman entitled 'A Weekend In Pans'
and the November meeting on 19th takes the form of a
Village Quiz. Everybody welcome.

HG.

TREE PLANTING EVENT

The Woodland Trust is to organise a tree planting event
at their second site near Old Hays on Saturday 30th
November between 1Gam and 4pm.

Come and enjoy assisting in the creation of the National
Forest.

RATBY POETS

A new book recently published entitled 'Poets In The
East Midlands' contains verse by no less than three Ratby
residents! There is Mary Ward's 'In Ratby' and one each
by those, self-styled. Partners In Rime Audrey Hardy
('The Watering Of Rutland') and Hoz Gamble ('Ticket
To Read').

Leicester and Leicestershire are featured prominently
with several poems inspired by Bradgate Par'x.

A coDv of die book will soon be available for loan at



M.

After many years ofsuccessfully running the Scouts
covenant scheme Marjorie wants to retire.

Are you the one to take on her role?
The largest money raising scheme for the Scout
Group.
It will mean dealing with "The Taxman" and
parents, an interesting combination.

We can add to your C.V.
You have patience

We can take up your time
You have numeracy skills
We can offer a challenge 1

You don't want recognition, personal or financial
We should meet.

SCOUTS SPONSORED CHURCH
SLEEPOVER

Eleven scouts and three leaders spent the night in Ratby
Church on 17 August in an effort to raise funds for the
1st Ratby Scout Group. Also to mind the exhibits on
show in the church that weekend for the "local Talent
Exhibition".

The scouts brought along board games to keep
theinselves occupied during the evening. It was chips all
round about 10.00 p.m. (eaten outside). We didn't want
to leave a nasty smell in the church for the early morning
worshippers, itmust have been bad enough with all those
smelly feet!

Jenny, our only girl scout at the moment, arrived straight
from her holiday at about 11.00 p.m. She didn t want to
miss the sleepover. "Welldone, Jenny!"

After two midnight prowlers were chased off by Pete
Fowler and myself, the scouts started to settle down in
their sleeping bags on the floor between the pews, a few
scouts bedded down behind the curtain at the back of the
church (the noisiest ones). At 1.00 a.m. they were asked
to quieten down, again at 2.00 a.m. and again at 3.00
a.ra By this time yours truly was getting very tired and
irritable, so I quietly crept over to the curtain and russled
it a few times and ran my fingers down the woodwork.
Whispers of "What was that?" and "Did you see the
curtain move?" came from behind the curtain. After a
few minutes I yanked back the curtain and yelled Be
quiet!" At least two scouts left the floor still in their
sleeping bags, and after that all went quiet.

The first scout arose at about 6.00 p.m., he had to go on
his morning paper round, so we all got up as we had to be
out of the church by 7.30 a.m. because of the 8.00 a.m.
service. 1 believe most of the scouts then went home to
bed to catch up on some sleep. So to call it a Sleepover
was perhaps not quite right, a stayover would have been
more appropriate. My thanks to Viv Frogett and Pete
Fowler for helping to supervise the very very long night
and to the following scouts:-

Aidin Delia, David and Stevin Chevin, Tom and William
Fowler, Tom Hayes, David Cross, Sam Veasy, Stuart
Foxon, Ibrahim Mukadam and Jenny Wilson, who all
helped to raise some much needed fiinds.

Yours in scouting

Dennis Brookes S.L.

Contact:- Colin 2395187
Marjorie 2392968
Alan 2393367.

Are you thinking to cash-in V
your life assurance policy ?

Don't!

Call us first.

We have buyers who often pay
upto 30% above surrender value

for endowment & upto 50%
above surrender value for whole
life policies. It's all very simple,
just give us a call and we'll do

the rest.

So try us - You've nothing to lose !
Ratby Insurance Services.

34 Main Street, Ratby, Leicester,
kxel: 239-3574. Fax: 239-2975J

AUTUMN AMBLES AND WINTER WALKS

The Leicestershire Rural Community Council and
Leicestershire County Council have published theii
AutumnAVinter 1996 Guided Walks Programme. The
leaflet contains old favourites, such as the "R.S.P.C.A.
Woodside Animal Centre" and "Ken's Bird Walk,
plus new additions like a "Ramble with tire "Snibston
Rangers" and a "Post Festive Leg Stretch."

The programme, which is supported by the
Countryside Commission, consists of non-strenuous
walks around a variety of locations across the county,
led by volunteer leaders with an impressive level of
local knowledge. Many are free of charge. It's a great
way to stay fit and healthy whilst leaming about
Leicestershire at the same time!"

For a copy of tlie Guided Walks leaflet, please send an
SAE to the Guided Walks Sertion, Community House,
133 Loughborough Road, Leicester, LE4 5LQ or
telephone us on Leicester (0116) 266 2905.

We list a few ofthe interesting September walks:

Wednesday 11"*
Saturday 14'''
Saturday 14""

Siuiday 15""

"Secrets of the Bells"

"Cadeby Light Railway"
"Swannington and Coleroton
Mining Heritage"

"Mushroom and Toadstools"

'f[/,

IAppliance Servicing and Installation
I Breakdown and Repair Services
I Plumbing and Heating Installation ^
I Kitchen &Bathroom Design and Installation
I Quality Guaranteed by Experienced Engineers

6SfflONS RISE, RAIEY, lEICS. LE6 ONE
• Tel: 0116 2393662

9
QUALIFIED VISITING CKIROPODIST

Peter S Comley MSSCh. MBChA

5V.^

Markfield 01530 244887

24 Hour Ansaphone
Offers a Convenient & Professional Service

Registered Member of the
gritish Chiropodv Association

Li FREE 1st HOUR
MELSWAY DRIVING SCHOOL

Me! Shipley, D.O.T., A.D.I., M.I.A.M.

ALL AGES WELCOME AND NERVOUS PUPILS!!

Don't delay start today, learn to drive the eas\' way
with MELSIVAY

p.s. Written Test starts
July 1996. \

TEL. LEIC:- 2386149

afl tPabari's ntalby^etvs_
5 Station Road, Ratby. ,^:Tel. 0116-2393287 'j

For the Largest Selection in Halby of
Beers. Wines anrt Spirits.

A vast ctioice ot Conlectionery and Soft Drinlss.

A Large variety ol Greeting Cards. Wrapping Paper
and Stationary.

I Newspapers R Magarlnes, M
fl Delivered toyour door daily. JB

We are tlie agents for
SKETCHLEY DRY CLEANING

Video Rental & Pliotocopying also available.

Openlnq Moiirjt;
Mon - Erl 6.15 ant to 1 pm * 2.30 pin to 10 pm.
Saltirday 6.15 nm to 10 pm.
Sunday 7.30 Bm to 2 pm X 7 pm lo 9 pm.

ccfdHf^ jo'v scctj.



Local Artist Let Loose on Ratbv's History

Some six months ago a resident of Church Lane decided
to 'surrender her chalk' and embark upon the uncertain,
yet exciting challenge of starting a small art business.

After having tauglit Art for nine years at schools in
Cambridgeshire and Leicester, followed by intermittent
supply teaching at Brookvale High School, Sally Nicholls
decided that for her first business project she needed to
get better aquainted with Ratby itself and to produce a
piece ofart work from what she would leam

So, armed with historical data, land use surveys, and
photographs taken during cold family winter rambles
covering previously unexplored (for them) parts of Ratby
parish, she began...Becoming fascinated by the wealth of
history and historical sites that Ratby has to offer,
whether the Roman 'Bury Camp' earthworks, old
farmsteads, the now extinct tiny village of Whittington
(many ofwhose residents died in the Plague years) or the
legend of the 'Silk Lady' of Church Lane. She set about
drawing a local map and affixing illustrations and written
texts to various points of interest whether historical or of
natural history.

Coincidentally, for Sally, during a weekend in August,
you may remember it, when a lot of the village was
beguiled by the commentary from the loudspeaker system
of major youth football competition, a very timely
exhibition took place in Ratby Church and Church
Rooms - an exhibition of local people's crafts and talents.
Which provided Sally with the platform to display some
of her art work, as well as tlie recently completed A2
sized, Ratby 'map'

The exhibition was wonderful to see, so much local
talent. There was a tremendous 'community spirit' over
the weekend. Too many exhibitors were involved andwe
are unable to mention all of them at once. Peifiaps an
idea for a regular series. We have all your names!

The staff at Ratby library are displaying a copy of
Sally s Ratby map in the library'̂ copies ofwhich are for
sale at £8.50 each, perhaps an excellent Christmas
present?

>

KEN TOMKINS

General Builder

Alterations and Extensions
PROPERTY REPAIRS

93 Gynsill Lane, Anstey, Leicester
rp^l 1

<

DEADLINE FOR LETTERS ARTICLES
AND

ADVERTS FOR THE
DECEMBER EDITION

OF WOT!
IS THURSDAY 21st NOVEMBER 19%

EDITOR 2393367
ARTICLES 2394873

ADVERTS 2393279 or 2394873
LETTERS ETC TOTHELIBRARY,

3 INGLE DRIVE or 10 GROBYROAD.

The viewsexpressed are the views of individual
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the publishers.
The inclusion of an advertiser- in^^ t^ ntagazine
does not imply recommendation by "WOT' orits
organisers

HIS & HERS

LADIES &

GENTS HAIR DRESSING
OAPs welcome any day at

reduced rates

STYLING BLOW DRYING

COLOURING SETTING

TRIMMING PERMING

Tuesday to Saturday
6.00am -5.30pm Tuesday to Friday |

6.00am -12.30 Saturday

Appointments not always
necessary

f

156 Station Road Ratby
r** e ^

Treats
Savoury Cheese Biscuits

4 oz. (110 gr.) plain flour
2-3 oz. (50-75 gr.) strong cheese, finelygrated
3 oz. (75 gr.) margarine or butter
egg yolk
Salt, pepper, pinch dry mustard
Beaten egg to glaze

Lightly greased baking trays
Oven 220 C/425 F/Gas 7

Method

1. Sieve flour and seasonings.
2. Rub in butter or margarine.
3. Add cheese and ^ough yolk to make a

smooth pastry.
4. Roll out on floured board and cut into plain

rounds.

5. Place carefully on tra)^ and brush with
beaten egg.

6. Bake for 7-10 minutes in centre ofoven until

golden brown.
7. Allow to cool on trays before removing gently

as they are short and brittle.

Scniaettet

RATBY CHEMIST
58 MAIN STREET, RATBY, LEICESTER, LE6 OLE

TEL: (0116) 239 3139
RESIDENTIAL & NURSING HOME

SERVICE
PATIENT RECORDS

DISABLED LIVING PRODUCTS
TRUSSES HOSIERY

PET REMEDIES HORSE REMEDIES
FIRST AID SUPPLIES

OPENING HOURS

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Closed for lunch

9.00am - 6.00pm
9.00am - 6.00pm
9.00am - 6.00pm
9.00am -6.0(]^
9.00am- 6.00pm
9.00am - 1.00pm

CLOSED

1.00pm - 2.00pm

NON-PRESCRIPTION MEDICINE SALES
FAMILY TOILETRIES BABY NEEDS

ORAL HYGIENE

COSMETICS & SKINCARE
SUNCARE & HOLIDAY NEEDS
VITAMINS & HEALTH FOODS

COLLECTION &DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Ask your Pharmacist.
You'll be taking good advice.

YOUR LOCAL


