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100 YEARS OF SCOUTING
28 in RATBY

This is a special year for all in Scouting, with many celebrations planned around
the world. Villagers, especially newcomers, might like to know about our own
group. 1®' Ratby Scouts.
The group was first registered on 9*^^ November 1984. Before this the cub pack
in Ratby had been running for some five years affiliated to the 73'̂ '̂ Groby Scout
Group.

The first Scout leaders were Andy Joyce, Pete Smith and Colin Payne, who for
the last 23 years has been Group Scout Leader and stalwart of the Group.

The original committee comprised; Carl and Alison Newberry, David Gould, Alan
Sims, Colin Payne, Mervyn Bee and Ray Lander, an advisor.

After many years dedication, Colin Payne and David Gould retired earlier this
year, Alan Sims is soon to follow. Colin still attends the monthly executive
meetings. He and his family have kept the group going for years, wife Carol, did
book work, ran the 100 Club, both sons have been leaders and a grandson is just
starting at Beavers.

We have some 'young blood' taking over and numbers in the groups are
gradually growing, which is very pleasing to us.

Clive DeMello and Jackie Edwards run the Beavers on Wednesday nights in the
School hall, 5.45 - 7 p.m. for children aged 6-8 years.
Justin Garratt as Akela, runs the Cubs, with helpers, at the Church Rooms on
Mondays, 6 - 7.30, for children aged 8-10 years.
Lara Foster, Tom Mickey and Steve Pemberton run the Scouts in the Church
Rooms on Thursdays 7 - 8.30, for 10 years and upwards.

Subject to approval from HQ, Tom Mickey will soon be our Group Scout Manager
and David Payne will become the Chairman following Alan's retirement after 23
active years.
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We also offer a flill range of LCD and Plasma stands and wall
mounts. We offer full fitting wall mounted, under worktop mounting.
We also cany out all aerial work including sky HD.
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February saw us gather for the A.G.M.
Business was conducted speedily and
efficiently and the Committee members were
re-elected unopposed, as follows;-

Jack Haywood (Chairman), Carol Measures
(Secretary), Betty Hulme (Treasurer), Eileen
Parker, Cyril Hoyle, Ruth Johnson, Jean Vann
and Andy Cereseto.
The evening concluded with a buffet supper,
much enjoyed by all.

On the evening of March 20th. members came
to the Village Hall to hear Margaret Dover
speak about 'Emus for Profit and Pleasure'.
She keeps nine birds on her land at Kirkby
Mallory, which produce fresh eggs for sale, to
sell as breeding stock, or for decorative
purposes. The eggs are dark green in colour
and can be eaten. They are large enough at
50g. to contain the equivalent of a dozen
chickens' eggs. A one-egg omelette measures
about ten inches across!
We learned many interesting facts about these
birds which are evidently no more difficult to
keep than chickens.

At our April meeting we heard from Pete
Johnson, one of the Leicester Morris Men. His
talk, entitled "The Morris - An Enduring
Tradition", covered the history, notable
characters and present day performances of
the Group.

With contributions from a few colourfully -
dressed fellow dancers, Pete told us of the
earliest written references to Morris Men in the
fifteenth century. The actual origins of the
customs however are debatable. It was
interesting to discover that one William Kemp
was responsible for the phrase "a nine day's
wonder" when he danced from London to
Norwich in nine days, as a publicity stunt.

RATBY COMMUNITY ORCHARD

The Orchard Group recently challenged the
Allotment Society to a Skittle's Match in the
Bull's Head. Agreat time was had by all, with
the Orchard group coming out top.
Highest score was Dennis Brookes for the
Orchard group.
A raffle raised funds for both groups.

Porter's Discount Carpets
121/3 STATION ROAD, RATBY

TFJ FPHOSF 239 3238 or 239 5202. mobile 07860 551142
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JUNIOR FOOTBALL

For those of you who visit Ferndale Park on a
weekend you will probably see a good number
of kids playing football on the park areas, we
currently split them into under 7's 8's 9's and
10's. Saturday mornings from 10am to 11.30
a.m. is for training, which is open to anyone, so
feel free to come down and join in with us, if
you have friends from outside the village then
bring them as well. Sunday is Match Day, and
all the teams are registered with the local
football association in the Mutual Leagues,
playing against kids from all around the city
and county in their respective age groups. This
season has been a very successful one for all
our teams, the current under 7's won there
league. Congratulations to them!

As for the set up, we are a self funding club,
with all the money that we do raise from
various sources and events going straight back
into the pot, so that we can then purchase all
the relevant kit and equipment for our teams.
All of our coaches are very dedicated to
helping the kids, they have all been Police
C.R.B. checked and all hold or, are currently
working towards the recognized level 1
certificate in coaching football standard. We
are all volunteers and do this not just for the
love of "the beautiful game" but to help the kids
to do something positive rather than hanging
on street corners, even the likes of Leicester
City and other major teams come to visit us,
some of our kids our nowattending the City's
Academy school of excellence. Now if that's
not a positive then what is? We could not do all
of this without the help of many dedicated
volunteers, too many to mention, but we would
like to especially thank the local Parish Council
who have been very co operative in letting us
use the facilities of Ferndale Park.

Feel free ifyou would like to ask us any
questions, or if not then get you boots on and
we will see you down the park!

Gary Brooks.

A HISTORIC CORNER OF RATBY

Many pojple will recognise this cottageas it stands
today without the thatch. You may even remember the
picture, as it was on the front cover of Issue 59 of Wot
in August 1996. So you mightbe interested in a little of
its history. At the time this photo was taken, on the
18th June 1917 at 4.48 as the church clock shows, the
cottage belonged to mygreat-granddad John Shipman.
He was the village carpenter. Part of his work was
making coffins.
My grandmother, Alice Herbert (nee Shipman), was born
in the cottage along with her siblings, Ethel, Clara, John
and Annie.
Grandmother Alice told me many times theyall hid in
the coffins her dad had made to avoid the bailiffs when
they called!
Thereare still manydescendantsof the Shipman's
residing in the village.

Diane Hill (nee Herbert).

Peter Comley, MSSCh. MBChA.
REGISTERED WITH THE HPC

(Health Professions Council)

Visiting Chiropodist
A Convenient & Professional Home

Treatment Service —with over 10 years experience

Tel: 01530 244887



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sir,

1was intrigued by the choice of cover
photograph on the April/June issue of 'Wot!' If it
was intended as an April Fool's joke, then it
was a few days late, or possibly a weather
forecast for the Easter weekend, in which case
it was very wide of the mark?

Sincerely,
Hoz

We confess it was neither of your suggestions, mereiya
wish to record forposteritya weather eventin the viiiage.
it is hard to be topicai in a bi-monthiy magazine!
Editor
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EE WITH AN APPROVED INSTRUCTOR

^CHER'S SchoolArcher's School ffi||
j\,-ROF MOTORING

PATIENT, FRIENDLY AND FULLY QUAUFIED INSTRUCTOR

REASONABLE HOURLY RATES

REFRESHER COURSESAVAILABLE

PASS PL US AND MOTORWAY LESSONS

0116 2386743 / 07719 302147

MADE YOUR WILL YET?
"1 can come to your hoirie at a time to suit you
and give professional advice on Wills.Trusts

and Estate Management"

Our standard Will £34.95 + vat
Also;

Power of Attorney, Property trusts, Will
storage. Inheritance Tax Wills, Funeral Plans,

Children's Trusts.

Telephone Mrs Chris Thomas
for an appointment orBrochure

01509 502264

In Home Legal Services
Member of the Society of Wiii Writers

Churchyard Volunteer Day
Fri/Sat 3rd/4th August

Following the successful volunteer working
party in March to clear the ground for the new
section of village churchyard, we are hoping to
complete the task on Fri/Sat 3rd/4th August.

Volunteers would be welcome to help with a
number of tasks, including erecting a new
boundary fence and rotivating the soil to
prepare for grass seeding.

Anyone who can help on either day (or at any
other point during the summer) please contact
David Willis on 239 0010.

SUMMER FAYRE

The Ratby Pre-school Summer Fayre will be
held on Saturday 7th July, from 12-3pm in
the Church Rooms.

There will lots of attractions and games on the
day as well as plenty of stalls and
refreshments. There is also a raffle with top
prizes!

A fun day for all the family and everyone is
welcome. Ifyou are interested in hiring a table
to sell goods please contact the Pre-school on
238 8126

• ApplunaSerTidnjaidlnstallitior
• Breakdown and RepjirStrrices
• Phimbinj and Heating kntallatian vCO®'
• Kitclien I BatBroom Deign and hstallalian

|V y BQuaiity Guaranteed by EaperiencedEngineen

6SAXONS BISE, SATO, IflCS. LE6 ONF
• Tel: 0116 2393662

THE SERVICE GARAGE

MAIN STREET, RATBY
M.O.T TESTS

CARS (PETT^OT and DTESEL1

RATBY CO-OPERATIVE BAND

Musik Pest
This famous event returns again at Groby
Community College, on Friday 29'̂ and
Saturday 30'̂ June, and an exciting line-up is
being planned. Each night five or six musical
groups entertain the audience in a 'German
Bier Fest' style.
For tickets contact Malcolm Pounder on 238 6749

Conteste
The Senior Band were delighted with their4"^
place in the Championship Section of the
Midlands Regional contest in March, the
highest ever achieved.
The Mid Band also performed well, and were
unlucky not to get a higher placing.

France
The Youth Band's Summer Tour will be based
around Euro Disney.

A. GOODWIN

CARPENTRY, JOINERY &
PROPERTY REPAIRS

0116 2387316 OR

MOBILE 0777 987 2211

FTITED KITCHENS, BEDROOMS & BATHROOMS

PLUMBING

TIMBER & UPVC WINDOWS / DOORS &
PORCHES

FENCING & GATES

DECORATING, FLOOR & WALL TILING

PLASTERING & COVING

FASCIAS / SOFFITS & GUTTERING

SOLID & LAMINATE ROORING

RADIATOR COVERS

PLUS ALL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

NO JOB TOO SMALL

VISITORS FROM CHINA

Brookvale High School in Groby welcomed
Headteacher, Mr Zhou, and Head of English,
Jenny, from their partner school In China,
Chengdu Railway School, Chengdu Is within
the Sechuan Province that Is partnered with
Leicestershire.

Mr Zhou and Jenny enjoyed a full programme
of activities at the school, plus tea with the
Chairman of the County Council, Brian Garner
and his consort Sue Human. Denlse Hills,
Brookvale's Head of Languages said, "Our
students Instantly warmed to our Chinese
visitors and were keen to try out the one or two
Chinese words they know such as nl hao which
means hello."

During the visit Katie Rush, Headteacher at
Brookvale, and Mr Zhou cemented the
partnership between the two schools by
agreeing another visit In September, but this
time with 30 Chinese students from Chengdu
Railway School. The Chinese students will
stay at Quorn Hall, and get a taste of life and
school In England.

Brookvale, together with Groby Community
College, is a Specialist Language College, and
the Chinese visit coincided with the news that
the schools have been successful In their joint
bid for a further four years funding for their
specialist status. VIv Evans, Director of the
Language College, said, "We are all delighted
to have secured funding for the future that will
allow us to continue to offer enhanced
opportunities In Languages and across the
curriculum In both schools."

RATBY CHEMIST LTD.
58 MAIN STREET LE8 OLL

*FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION
SERVICE! *

From surrounding surgeries.
JUST PHONE US ON 239 3139 with your

requirements. We will process your
prescription with the surgery.

All you do is COLLECT ITfrom us, or we can
deliver to your home if needed.

You can e mail us with requirements;
Ratbvchemistltdfitaoi.com



PABARrS RATBY NEWS
5 STATION ROAD RATBY

0116 239 3287
For the Largest Selection In Ratby of

BEERS WINES and Spirits

A VAST CHOICE OF CONFECTIONERY &

SOFT DRINKS
A LARGE VARIETY OF GREETING CAR

WRAPPING PAPER and STATIONERY

NEWSPAPERS and MAGAZINES

DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR DAILY

We are Agents for
SKETCHLEY DRY CLEANING

Video rental and Photocopyiofl
OPEN Monday-Friday 6.15-lpm. 2.30-10pm

Saturday 6.15-10pm
Sunday 7.30-2pm. 7pm-9pm

AN ENGLISH

COUNTRY GARDEN FETE'

Ratby Parish Church's 'An English Country
Garden' fete will be held on Saturday 23rd
June 2pm-4.30pm.

Attractions include The Ratby Senior Band,
2b Dance Group, Morris Dancers (hopefully),
stalls, teas, hot dogs, and prize draw.

This year's Games have an environmental and
recycling theme!

Parking will be available at Oaklands Riding
Stables behind vicarage.

I
In -n

OAKLANDS

RIDING SCHOOL ds

WE CATER FOR EVERYONE FROM

THE NOVICE TO EXPERIENCED RIDER
All weather riding area

Rins Julie on 238 7570

Benlowe Factory 1 Vs Benlowe Factory 2

The Match Will Take Place on Sunday The 17™ June at apm @
Kirby Muxloe Sports Club

Donations on entry will go to nominated charities

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE ALL DAY

An Auction Will Also Take Place All Proceeds Will Go To Rainbows &
Renal UNIT

Come Down &Enjoy The Fun
Sponsored By

Benlowe
Quality at the Cutlioq Edge

DEADLINE for issue 125
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2007

FRIDAY 13th JULY

EDITOR 239 3367

ADVERTS 239 3279

ARTICLES 239 4873

Articles may be sent to 3 Ingle Drive
Or Email: sueboud@hotmail.com

A.H.COLEY
Plumbin2 and Heatins Repairs

New Installations, Bathrooms, Showers

For a full range of Services contact;
4 Saxons Rise

RATBY LE6 ONF

Telephone 239 4277

JULIE'S
HAIRDRESSING

MAIN STREET RATBY

Traditional and Modern Styling

Telephone 239 2406

"Everything From A Blown Fuse To A
Complete Rewire"

• I ^

Pauls Quauty ElectrIcs
Your Local, Fully Qualified City & Guilds

ELECTRICIAN ' sssu
upgrading Old Fuse Boxes- Rewires- Alarm Systems

NewSockets & Lighting - All Domestic & Commercial Electrics

Call Paul Rumble on; (0116) 2872338
MOBILE: 0798 0911 869 Website: www.pqelectrics.com

RATBY PARISH COUNCIL

ELECTION RESULT

Nine people have been elected to Ratby Parish
Council:

Blanchard Alan Edward

Boothby Christopher William
Daly Tony
Earl Michael Robert

Hunnybun Ken
Joyce Merle B.
Measures Carol (Chairman)
O'Shea Laurence

Sutton Avril M.

They are all contactable through the Parish
office at

13 Station Road, Ratby, Leicester, LE6 OJQ

0116 2390167

ratbypcouncll@btconnect.com

HIS and HERS

LADIES AND GENTS

HAIR DRESSING
OAPs REDUCED RATES

Appointments not always necessary.

156 STATION ROAD, RATBT

239 4429

Mobile Phone Top-llp
Cards now available

VODAPHOINE

CELLNET

T MOBILE

ORANGE

Going Ahroad'l^ Don't
forget we can offer
the following
Travel Insurance

Foreign Currency
Elll Medical Forms

Remember you can cash RATBY
cheques and make deposits POST
for these Banks at your OFFICE

local Post Office Main Street
LLOYDS TSB CO-OP Ratby

A & L GIROBANK 239 3001

And we also sell stamps!!!


