
FEBRUARY/MARCH 2013 ISSUE 158

WOT!
About Ratby

PUBLISHED BY RATBY SCOUT SROUP

WASSAIL! at the ORCHARD

Members of Ratby Cooperative Mid Band play us into
The warm up Wassail songs at The Railway

Ratby Community Orchard group were joined
by other villagers and friends to perform the
annual 'Wassail' on Saturday 12'̂ January.
Ten members of Ratby Band kindly provided
stirring music for the Wassail songs;
Geoff Newman, who arranged the music and
conducted, Sheralyn and Emily Newman, Rob
Hunt, Lynne Harris, Rachael Verity, Melissa
Clarke, Jeff Plant, Katie Sephton and Mary
Sibson. We 'toasted' the trees according to
tradition, and passed around the wassail bowl
to drink to their health for a good crop of
apples.

.before playing again as we 'wassailed' the trees.

If you missed the Wassail look out for publicity for our Orchard events during the year, or
check out Ratby Community Orchard's Facebook page.

You can hear Ratby Cooperative Senior Band perform their annual New Year concert in Ratby
Parish Church at 7.30 pm on February 23'̂ '̂ . Phone 238 6749 for tickets.

wnT RATBY WEATHER <® www.ratbvweather.co.uk
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FIELDING MEADOW
OFF FIELDING LANE, RATBY, LE6 OAS

Sustainable Development of the Year
ProCon Awards 2012 Finalists

Feoturino

Highly Insulated Walls, Floors & Roofs
Air Source Heat Pumps for Efficient Heating & Hot Water

Low Energy Lighting as Standard
Light & Spacious Rooms with large South Facing Windows

for Solar Gain

SHOWHOME OPEN 12-4 P.M. - FRIDAY SATURDAY & SUNDAY

For further detoiis please contact
Cowrey Limited

Kirby Grange Form, Toverner Drive, Ratby Leicester LE6 OHQ

101:0116 239 0600
www.cawrey.co.uk

email: enqulry@cawrey.co.uk

http://www.kvisoft.com/pdf-merger/


Wot's on at the Village Hall?
The Ratby Senior Citizens Welfare Committee wishes to thank users of the
hall for their patience throughout July and August 2012 when the hall was
out of commission. The parquet flooring was replaced thanks to a generous
grant from Awards for All and the contractor Sean Mangham who carried
out the job.

The committee are pleased that groups have continued using the hall and
have been joined by other activities since the reopening. All the groups are
open to new members (except Art, which is currently full). So here is a list of
what is available:

The Hall provides senior citizens with a Drop in On Thursdays followed by
Evergreen in the afternoon and Bingo on Monday evenings. Regular lettings
involve a wide variety of organisations and activities including; Mondays -
Zumba and Taekwondo: Tuesdays - Mature Moves (Keep Fit), Art Class,
Taekwondo and Village Society (monthly); Wednesdays - Parent, Toddler
and Baby Group, Bowls Club and Women's Institute (monthly); Thursdays -
Keep fit and Weight Watchers; Fridays - Ratby Local History Group (Bi-
Monthly); Saturdays - True Blue Dance Crew.

The hall is also available for occasional lettings e.g. children's parties,
commercial events etc. For further information please call Ken Hunnybun on
0116 2388354 or email aimskh@aol.com

LOTTERY FUNDED

Porter's Discount Carpets
121/3 STATION ROAD, RATBY

Telephone 239 3238 or Mobile 07872 488271
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RATBY LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

The pathways between Station Road and Ferndaie
Drive have been given name plaques recently:
these are:

1. Brickyard Walk: In the late 19th century until
c.1920, the former Kirby Muxloe/Ratby brickyard
occupied the site of a clay pit to the east of Station
Road (see 1886 map below). It is remembered by
Ratby's older residents as a piece of derelict ground,
by then used as an unofficial play area by the
children. Michael Ball remembers that, in the 1950-
60s, it was a haven for wildlife with a backdrop of
willow trees and abundant dragonflies, butterflies etc.
The section of footpath between Centurion Court and
Tyler Road has been named 'Brickyard Walk', in
order to keep this piece of village history alive.
2. Boundary Walk: Before 1904, the boundary
between Ratby and Kirby Muxloe ran from the
Station Road/Park Road North junction to today's
Femdale Drive. It followed the line of a 4 foot

drainage ditch (see 1886 Map below). Parts of Lower
Station Road, including the brickworks (see above),
the Railway Inn and the former railway station were
in'Kirby Muxloe until 1904. In the development plans
for the Church Farm Estate (1970 - 2000), a footpath
was created along the line of this former boundary
between Station Road and Femdale Drive. The

section of the footpath between Station Road and
Centurion Court was named 'Centurion Court'

c.1980-90. The section between Tyler Road and
Femdale Drive has been named 'Boundary Walk' as a
reminder of its former role.

YOUR LOCAL CAB COMPANY
NOW AVAILABLE

GROBYCABS

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
ANYTIME ANYWHERE

AIRPORT TRANSFERS

E.MIDS = £20.00

PHONE:

0116

2 31 22 14

Parish Boundary /
between Ratby and ^
Kirby Muxloe (pre-1904)

Site of Former

Brickyard ^

Clay Pit

Present Site of \
\s7-. Centurion Court

MELSWAY
DRIVING SCHOOL Est. 1991

Mel Shipley D.S.A. A.D.I. M.I.A.M.

Pass Plus Registered
^Complete Beginners* Part trained*

Motorway Tuition and Refresher lessons.

Telephone 238 6149 •
3 Barton Close, Ratby. ••

GROBY ZUMBA

DANCE FITNESS!
Mon 5:30-6:30pm

at Groby Village Hail

Cost is just £4!
Wednesdays from 4.45-5.45 pm at Caterpillar

Sports and Social Club, Desford
ZUMBA is a great way to get fit, healthy

and toned whilst having fun!
Whether you are an exercise addict or

an exercise phobic, come and bring
your friends and family and

join the party!

For more information please contact Charlotte:

Tel: 07939 588092
Email: charlotte.tomiinson@hotmail.com
Website:www.fit4dance.com or www.zumba.com



Ratby Post Office
& Newsagents

Passport Check & Send
^ Digital Photobooth
^ Travel Money & Insurance
^ Personal &Business Banking
^ Insure your Life, Car, Van,

Motorcycle, Home or Pet
^ Post Office Credit Card
^ Homephone or Broadband

Bill Payments
^ Rod Fishing Licences
^ Many Other Post Office Services

30 MAIN STREET. RATBY. LEICS
TEL: 0116 2393001

Large selection of Papers, Mags, Tobacco,
Confectionery, Gifts &Greeting Cards etc.

Shop Hours:
Mon to Sat

6:00am - 5:30pm
(7:30pm Wed & Sat)

Post Office Hours:

Mon to Fri

9:00am to 5:30pm
Sat 9:00am to 12:30pm

A.GOODWIN
CARPENTRY, JOINERY

PROPERTY REPAIRS

0116 2387316

MOBILE: 0777 9872211

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
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"Everything From ABlown Fuse To AComplete Re-wire! "

Fuse Box Upgrades, Extensions
MARK • Sockets. Lights, Heating, Fans, TV etc

' Burglar Alarms &Security Lights
' Safety Inspections, Landlord Reports

Fault Finding, Testing &Repairs
Also Property Maintenance.

Call Now ForA FREE Estimate!
Office.fO116) 2872338 Mnhiip- n7Q« noi i «rq

RATBY VILLAGE SOCIETY

Meetings are held in the Village Hall, Main Street at
8pm on the third Tuesday of each month. Admission:
Members £1.60, casual guests £2.50, including
refreshments. You don't have to live in Ratby to
come along, all are welcome.

19"' March life as a Curate' by Father Trevor
Thurston-Smith
16'" April Atalk on LORDS, including a DVD
tour of the hospice.
21®' May 'Personalities Revealed.' An insight
into the lives of local personalities.
27'" May Ratby's Coronation Carnival at
Ratby Sports Club 2pm to 5pm. Ratby Village
Society Anti-Litter Group will stage and 'Art in
Ratby' event and a 'Good Food Fair.'

JULIETS
HAIRDRESSING

MAIN STREET RATBY

Traditional and Modern Styling
Telephone 239 2406

Pabarl's Ratbv News, rs, 25ycars)
5Station Road, Ratby. Leicester. LL6 O.IQ.

Tel: 0116 239 3287.

We Deliver Dally, F,vening&
•Sunday Newspapers.

•A wide choice of .Maga/ines,
Greeting Cards &

Stationary,
DA"V..FY^«t Dnlm nu

Sweets,Confectionary,
Tobacco, Soft Drinks & Milk. Sailg &lrsn an.

Top Up Your Mobile Phone, Electric & Gas.

I r«.*/ Svlvvlion of Boors. Winos tt Spirits

Play The National Lottery Here \

Onenlnt; Times:-

Mon-Kri 5.00am to I.OOpm. then 2.30i)ni till lO.OOp
Sat:- S.OOani through until lO.OOpnt
Sim:- 7.00am to Z.OOpni. then 7.00pni till 9.0()p

LETTER to the EDITOR

Dear all,
As you are probably aware I ran over 250 miles
during Advent in aid of the Alzheimer's Society.
To date I have raised over £4000, and the
money is still increasing.
During the run I burnt over 32,000 calories, took
over 200,000 strides and ran for more than 40
hours over the days!
The money raised will go towards supporting
sufferers, their carers and families. Hopefully it
will make dealing with such a horrible disease
more bearable for a significant number of
people.
Ifyou have sponsored me then thank you very
much.

Ifyou supported me throughout, then thank you
very much. I could not have done it without
encouragement.
Ifyou were completely indifferent then thank yoi
for not letting on.
If you would still like to donate please visit;
www.iustqivinq.com/andrewhurd1 or send a

cheque made payable to The Alzheimer's
Society.
kind regards,
Andrew Hurd

ALZHEIMER'S RESEARCH

If you would like to help this worthy cause again
there will be a HOT SUPPER and QUIZ at Ratby
Methodist Church on Saturday 23''" March.
Supper will be served at 6.30 pm, and a family
quiz will follow.

Tickets £7.00 from Joy Parker 287 4042

Put the date in your diary now!!

RATBY PHARMACY
10 MAIN STREET LE6 OJG

*FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION
SERVICE from all surrounding surgeries.

JUST PHONg US ON 239 3139 with your
requirements. We will process your

prescription with the surgery.
All you do is COLLECT ITfrom us, or we can

deliver to your home if needed.
You can e mail us with requirements;

RATBY COOPERATIVE BAND

The Senior Band under Michael Fowles achieved
an impressive THIRD place in the first section at
Leicester Brass Band Association Contest in

November, with a piece entitled 'Sounds' by John
Golland.

Mid Band conducted by Geoff Newman came a
creditable /" in a very large 4'" section, playing
Jacob De Haan's 'Oregon.'

The Youth Band under Becky Moss came
second In their section.

Congratulations to all.

A new BEGINNER BAND will be forming under
Geoff Newman, and players of all ages are
welcome. Contact Geoff on 0781 564 5503.

Practices are held at 6pm on Tuesday evenings
in the band room on Taverner Drive.

GROBY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ALLOTMENT NEEDS YOU

Groby Community College is appealing for volunteers
with an interest in gardening and some spare time on
their hands to help restore our allotment and help
towards the ongoing maintenance.

Unfortunately our students haven't had enough time
to spend In the allotment over the last year and
therefore it has become overgrown. Once restored
students will be able to grow flowers, vegetables,
herbs and fruit, and also plan a wildlife area. We do
have the necessary tools, a large greenhouse and
plentyof storage, and any volunteers would be
welcome to share in the produce.

If you would like to volunteerplease contact Mrs
Karen Shepherd In the hrst Instance

Tel: 0116 2879921 or Email:
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SUNDAY LUNCH CLUB

In October the Church Rooms had been blessed

with a new state of the art kitchen. We

challenged ourselves by asking how best to use
this, and several church members voiced the
same idea of offering a lunch to Parish residents.
Sunday lunch has traditionally been a family
occasion, but it can be a lonely time for many.
We wanted to offer friendship to elderly or
disabled people and those who live alone by
inviting them to join us on the last Sunday of
each month. We prepare and serve a three
course meal which is well received.

We are also able to link the invitation with our
Bereavement Follow-up team so that along with
pastoral care we can offer some practical help
and support.
For those who need transport we have a band of
volunteer drivers willing to pick them up. We are
never short of helpers for these meals, to help
prepare,food, serve at tables and act as hosts.

The food for the first meal was provided by
members of the congregation at Ratby Church,
but since then it has been entirely self funding.
We do not charge for the meal, but the food and
fellowship is so appreciated that our guests
leave donations.

At our first meal we welcomed 21 guests, we
now have 45 people who love to come to the
lunch club. And I have to say we love seeing
them each month as well.

If you would like to attend or know someone who
would benefit please contact;
Joan Hawkins (Parish Pastoral Assistant)
239 3130

FUND RAISING SUCCESS AT BROOKVALE
HIGH SCHOOL

You may have seen an article in the Leicester
Mercury, back in December 2012, about the
£2837 raised by Brookvale High School for the
teenage cancer ward at the Leicester Royal
Infirmary. This ward has been provided by the
Teenage Cancer Trust, and they needed
£500,000 to finance the project.

I am so proud of the staff and students at
Brookvale for raising such a large amount for this
brilliant cause. Led by Harvey Singh (Maths
Teacher) and Manraj Walia (Science Subject
Leader) our students raised nearly £3,000 by
organising a Halloween disco, a bucket
collection at Christmas, a "Brookvale's Got
Talent" show and a Year 9 sponsored walk.

Teacher Rachael Gowdridge and her husband
raised money to take the total to over £3000.

Our school motto is Achievement, Care and
Excellance,' and by raising this money our whole
school has shown that we like to put our care for
others into practice.

Katie Rush, Headteacher ^ u

Alzheimer's
Research UK
Defeating Dementia

&Crafts
Ratby Methodist Church

Saturday 16"' Februaiy
10.00 am to 2.00 pm

J arious Stalls

Refreshments & Lunches
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BRADGATE LIONS CLUB NEWS

What a successful Christmas Period we have enjoyed.
Starting with bucket collections at Sainsbury's, Fosse Park
and Budgens in Groby, where collectively we raised
£409.00. During the three weeks in December leading up
to Christmas we have also been out and about with our

'Santa Float'. Firstly on two nights during week
commencing 3'̂ ''. Dec: when we were in Anstey with the
Woolden Hill PTA & Latimer Street Infants School PTA.

Then during the w/c.10'̂ wewere out twice collecting in
Ratby, assisting the Girls & Lads Brigade there with their
fundraising, and lastly on the 17"^. and the 19*^. December
we were pounding the streets of Kirby Muxloe with the
local Scouts group. Altogether £1162.78 was raised; this
was shared between the local groups and Bradgate Lions.

We also have had 14 Christmas Prize Draw Baskets in

various hostelries in the district and these have raised

approximately £1200.00 for our charity account, which
along with other monies raised during the current year will
be allocated out to various causes in May 2013.

Besides fund raising we have also been representing
'Santa' at Martinshaw Infants School, Groby, Nevi4on
Linford Pre-school. and visiting some of the wards at
Glenfield Hospital with the Groby Church Choir,
entertaining with carols and giving out cards and gifts to
the patients.

Bradgate Lions Club represents an area stretching from
Desford and Leicester Forest East to the south, as far as
Anstey and Newtown Linford to the North, and from
Glenfield in the East to Markfield in the West, which is
quite a large area, and so we are always looking for new
members to help us cover the district.

The club holds a business meeting at Forest Hills Golf
Club in Botcheston on the 2"'' Thursday ofeach month
starting at 7.00PM. And a social meeting at various venues
on the 4'̂ . Thursday, interested parties are invited to any
of these meetings, to find out what we are all about, and to
meet the members of our club.

To find out further details just give Roger a call on 01530
242912 who would be pleased to hear from you, and
happy to assist.

Lion Roger Gamble

HIS and HERS

For ALL ASPECTS of
LADIES AND GENTS

HAIR DRESSING
Specialists in Permanent Waving

156 STATION ROAD, RATBY

LETTERS and ARTICLES
We welcome letters and articles, but reserve the
right to edit them or deny publication.
Your name and address must be supplied, but you
may ask for them to be withheld.
Views expressed in articles and letters do not
necessarily represent the views of the Publishers.
We cannot be held responsible for information in
advertisements, which we accept In good faith.

DEADLINE for issue 159
APRIL/MAY 2013

FRIDAY 15th MARCH

EDITOR 239 3367

ADVERTS 239 3279

ARTICLES 239 4873

Articles may be sent to 3 Ingle Drive
Or Email: sueboud@hotmail.oom

OAKLANDS

RIDING SCHOOL

WE CATER FOREVERYONE FROM^
THE NOVICE TO EXPERIENCED RIDER

All weather riding area

Ring Julie on 238 7570

iPhone?^^
•Fast, Friendly Hp|Bj||H

Service

• All Repairs
Guaranteed

• Price Match

INSTANT QUOTE CALL
0116 286 6447


