
PRICE BEATERS
THROUGHOUT THE STORE

51cm RYE Colour TV

Remote control/Stand

on screen display

HITACHI 8210

Microwave from

0.9 cu.ft; capacity
850 watts {I EC)

9

PIONEER N.32

£349.39 Remote control
CD Mini system/

•25l»Jsound field processor

£249.99

SAVE£10\\

(Illustration only)

£119.99

v.
INTEREST

ON SELECTED
ITEMS

SECOND
TO NONE

HITACHI

Portable CD Hi-Fi/Twin cassette deck/

Graphic equaliser/Super bass

ZANUSSI FL.828

Washing machine
lOib load

was £389.99

£329.99

SAVE £10

SAVE £60

MITSUBISHI CT 21A2STX
2rNICAM Television/Teletext
previously £499.99

now £449.99

27 STATION ROAD,
RATBY

TEL: LEICS 394544
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One down^ millions to grow!

Photograph by Sylvia Gant

National Forest

It is ironic that most of Ratby
parish is now included in the
National Forest, when we have just
lost our most prominent village
centre tree!

A recent map of the National Forest
shows the Forest Boundary enclosing
Martinshaw Wood, running along Groby
Road, Main Street and then westwards,
to surround all the area of
outstanding natural beauty to the
west of the village.

STOP PRESS

ROAD CLOSURE

By the time you read this Station
Road will have been totally closed
for a week.

P.C. Brian Moore has been helping
with the school crossing patrol on
Danehill, but he cannot guarantee
that he will be there every day. He
has been helping the children to
cross every morning, even on days
when he is not officially on duty! We
are lucky to have such a dedicated
police officer!!

See Page 12 for information

http://www.kvisoft.com/pdf-merger/


RATBY
PLAYGROUP
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Playgroup's annual Christmas party has once
again been and gone, and all the adults
present at the event have once again survived
without too much permanent damage. Some Mums
even volunteered to come along to help. Why?
We ask ourselves, will we see them again, and
why no Dads? Maybe they have more sense or
are they cowards?

The action started at 9 o'clock when 65

chairs and place settings had to be arranged
around loads of tables, hundreds of
sandwiches, cakes, biscuits and crisps
prepared, jelly and ice cream stacked up in
the refrigerator. Things were going well, it
was only 10,30, everything was ready and the
children weren't arriving until 11,30, Hadn't
we done well! Pardon? Did someone say 11,30?
Surely you mean 11 o'clock? I've booked the
Magician to start at 11,15! A stunned
silence.

How we managed to get around all the houses
to let parents know of the change of time
will remain a mystery, but only three
children didn't arrive until 11,30, and they
lived outside the village, the remaining 62
were at the Church Rooms promptly at 11
o'clock, looking ready for the party in
beautiful dresses and ribbons, suits and bow-
ties, After that everything was a doddle.

The Magician was superb as always (and
rebooked for the correct time for 1993); the
food and drink eaten and drunk with relish^
and very little mess; the games played
enthusiastically and fairly, apart from one
Mum who refused to be out! (I won't name her,
this time!); and Santa was magnificent as
ever. Maybe having 65 three and four year
olds together for 3^ hours isn't so bad after
all!

These events couldn't be done without help,
and our grateful thanks go to all those Mums
who gave up their time to assist. Especially
those who literally ran round houses to let
them know of the change of plans. Also to
Helen Taylor for the P,A, system, without
which, Lynne Evans and I would probably have
laryngitis for the whole of the Christmas
period, and once again to Geoff Widdowson for
his splendid annual performance as you-know-
who, I have yet to see a more convincing one
in any of the stores in town. Thank you
everyone,

With Easter fast approaching we will shortly
be making up the new Playgroup register. If
anyone is unsure whether their child's name
is down to start and they are 3 before
30,4,93, please telephone me, Lesley Chevin
on 386605 or Lynne Evans, 386347 as soon as
possible please,

Lesley Chevin
Just one date

Rummage sale. Welfare Hall 27th February 1993
2 o'clock. Please save us your Rummage,

SPONSORED By

GLENFIELD WASTE
cover all areas"

^^^(Leics.) 750252
SMALL AIMD LARGE SKIPS

SPECIALISTS IN DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL D,I,Y. &

GARDEN WASTE DISPOSAL
MILLHILL - EIMDERBY - LEICESTER

RATBY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

SIXTIES EISCC'
RATBY SCHOOL HALL ^

Friday, 19th February, 1993

^ 8p.m. till midnight ^
Late Bar Cheap Drinks 8 till 9

. Admission £2.00 ^

0 » » 0 0 o 0 o 0 O
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Did you notiice one of the errors in
the last issue of "WOT"
The snowy photo. There was no
snow in February 1992, The
photograph was taken in 1991,
Sorry Horace.

COPPERS CORNER

I would like to take this opportunity
to look back over 1992 and give you a
report of some of the achievements
that have been gained by all of us
living or working on the Beaumont
Police sub-division this year,

Auto-Crime Campaign

As no doubt you are all aware by now,
1992 was designated by the Home
Office car crime prevention year. The
aim of this was to heighten the
awareness of everyone to the problems
of auto-crime and to try and reduce
this by promoting crime prevention.
As a result of everyone's effort on
this sub-division including, you the
public, the agencies and ourselves,
we have seen a reduction in thefts

from vehicles of 13% and a reduction

of theft of vehicles by 4%, both
compared to 1991,

Many factors contribute to this

success including, I am sure, the
10,000 people locally who have joined
the 'vehicle watch' scheme. Also at

least 20,000 of you obtained advice
whilst visiting our 'crime free' car
(kindly sponsored by Feugeot U.K.) at
the 31 events it was in attendance at
during 1992,

Neighbourhood Watch

1992 also saw a neighbourhood watch
scheme on our sub-division collecting
the award for being the best scheme
in the country. This was the result
of a combined effort by the Police
and local residents to reduce crime
and improve community spirit. We have
also seen many other Neighbourhood
Watch schemes commence on the sub
division this year and it is true to
say that those that have endeavoured
to reduce crime have had a high level
of success.

Summer Soccer Tournament

In August over 1000 local children
took part in a soccer tournament at
Babington College, This was organised

'oYo

mi Ew
by the School Liaison Officer, P.O.
Steve Parker, and a good time was had
by all! Whilst the tournament was
being held there was a significant
decreased in reported incidents to
the police involving youths on the
sub-division. It is planned to repeat
this event in 1993,

I have mentioned above only three of
many successes that have been
achieved during 1992 involving co
operation between the police and
yourselves, the public.

On behalf of all the officers on

Beaumont sub-division I thank you for
your help and support during 1992,

Sgt. Andy West
Beaumont Police Station

BEAT THE BULGE IN '93

B O D Y W I S E

HAVE FUN FIGHT FLAB

GET FIT MAKE FRIENDS

EXERCISE TO MUSIC EVERY MONDAY NIGHT AT

The Church Rooms

Church Lane

RATBY

7,30 - 8,30

NO MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED ONLY £2,00
(Half price admission with this advert!)

Exercise safely with two qualified Instructors:-

SandraBooley - 376458 YMCA/RSA/Y AQUA/RLSS
Erica Woods - 716337 YMCA/RSA/Y AQUA

ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS WELCOME



Ratby Co-operative Band

The festive season got off to a great start
for the Ratby Co-operative Band when the
junior band made the long trek to Scunthorpe
to compete in the National Brass Band
Association's youth area contest in late
November. Despite the early start and a draw
which meant the band did not play until last,
the juniors under their conductor, Geoff
Newman, turned in an excellent performance,
winning the regional contest. The result
guarantees the band a place in the national
brass band finals at Manchester in March.

The very next week saw the senior band
competing at Leicester's De Montfort Hall.
The band suffered another late draw but
managed a respectable sixth place in a very
tough section of 18 of the top bands in the
country.

Over the Christmas period the band played in
a variety of venues including the Shires,
Ratby and Groby Christmas trees, 'Old Peoples
Homes', and at St Stephens Church in
Leicester. The playing came to a climax on
December 13th when 360 people watched the
band's annual Christmas concert in two
performances at Groby College. The concert
featured all the members of the band
movement, the beginners group, the training
band, the junior band and the senior band who
played alongside the junior band in the first
half of the concert under the leadership of
Ian Bartram, the band's musical director.
Available at the concert were copies of "On
Tour", the band's exciting new cassette which
features a variety of music ranging from
Puccini to Rogers and Hammerstein. Copies of
the cassette are available from Steve Concar
(873769) and further details can be obtained
from Phil Plant (386510).

Paul Gilder

A

6SAXONS BISE, RATBY. LEICS. LE6 ONF
• Tel: (0533) 393662

Appliance Servicing and Installation

IKitchen&Bathroom Design and Installation
IQuality Guaranteed by Bcpwienced Engineers

YOURDOMESTIC GAS^
BOILER SERVICED <

The tradition of playing through Christmas
Eve night was maintained despite the bitter
cold which froze the valves.

An exciting and challenging year lies ahead,
new ventures and new venues for our very
young ambassadors.

Cambridge University Band will be joining us
in Ratby Church on Saturday 13th March to
raise funds towards the Sunday School Roof
Restoration.

Look out for programmes on the village notice
boards of future local events.

Thanks to everyone for your continuing
support.

Phil Plcint

JULIE'S
HAIRDRESSING

MAIN STREET, RATBY

Traditional &. Modern

Styling

Telephone: 392406

ALPINE *%
CLEANING **

SERVICES
For all your cleaning
requirements

* Windows

* 3 piece suites

* Carpets

* Car Seats

* General builders cleans

Very competitive prices!

GEOFF WOOD 0530 242878

(11 years cleaning experience)

J^other two boys have moved on to Scouts, as
most do eventually, having reached the age
when they are ready to try more exciting and
adventurous chal1enges.

Andrew Pickard (11) and David Chevin (lOJj)
had a great time at Cubs, and as two good
Sixers in charge of their groups of boys,
they will both be sadly missed, but it gives
the opportunity for two more boys to have the
challenge of being in charge and organising
their group.

David did well to earn his Adventure Crest
Award, one of the new badges in the new Cub
Scout badge scheme. Gone are the Arrows of
yester year, along with the ancient dib dib
dib. To obtain this award he had to complete
several tasks. He has enjoyed lighting a camp
fire for a sing-song night at Johns Lee Woods
for both Cub packs, digging over and looking
after a piece of waste ground, running a Cub
night on the theme of Italy when he organised
games, pizza and Italian grape juice (sorry
Cubs are not allowed wine) and taking an
active part in the shows, as well as camping,
running in Cubs cross-country events and

swimming well in the annual Cubs swimming
galas.

We're sure both Andrew cuid David will enjoy
their next few years in Scouts for all the
extra challenges they will be given the
chance to try out.

Why not try Cubs? If you are aged between 8
and 10^ come along to see what we do. We have
got plenty of activities lined up for the
next few weeks including swimming, a night-
hike, cooking (with candles), a show and a
camping weekend. If you are interested ring
Akela.

Either: Brian Cross (Swallows Pack) 386506
Meet at Chapel Rooms, Thursdays
6.30 - 8.15

Or: Trevor Sleath (Swifts Pack) 395606
Meet Church Rooms, Thursdays
6.30 - 8.00

Or just come along to see us.

Sorry girls, but at present we Cein only have
boys at Cubs! Lesley Chevin

Whiting Kirby & Co 17 STAMFORD STREET
GLENFIELD
LEICESTER
LE3 8DL

PAYING TO MUCH FOR YOUR HOUSE INSURANCE ?????
COMPARE OUR PREMIUMS WITH YOUR EXISTING INSURER.

BULDINGS SUM INSURED

CONTENTS SUM INSURED

£40,000

£50,000

£60,000

£12,000

£15,000

£18.000

PREMIUM £64.00

£80.00

£96.00

£48.00

£60.00

£72.00

WE ALSO OFFER VERY COMPETITIVE MOTOR INSURANCE PREMIUMS - WHY
NOT TRY US FOR A QUOTE!

TELEPHONE (0533) 876569



Cuts threaten Community Activity
in the Area

The County Council are considering cuts to
the Community Education Budget in the order
of £2.3 million.

This would mean a 15% cut in the delegated
community budget for Groby Community College.
Many current activities will be at risk.

The College would be unable to continue
funding the Tuesday Club at Brookvale High
School. This club is attended by many Ratby
students. It provides activities that are
unavailable elsewhere locally, and is
important to the personal and social
development of the students.

The College's support for youth clubs and
other activities in surrounding villages
would end. there would be no money to help
Ratby Band provide tuition for young people
in the area.

Many of the County Councillors are supporting
the campaign to reduce the cuts.

Letters from local people can help.

Write to the:

Director of Education (Keith Wood-Allum)
or

Mike Halliday, County Councillor, at
County Hall
Glenfield

Leicester

LE3 8RF

You could ask them to:

"Please reconsider the scale of cut to the
Community Education Service, bringing it
closer to that for the school's budget and
therefore preserving education opportunities
for the whole community".

"Within the reduced budget for Community
Education please ensure that the delegated
Community budget is protected at close to
current levels in order to keep buildings
open for community use."

ROYAL

BRITISH LEGION

Members of the Ratby and District
Royal British Legion occasionally
hear of the death of an Ex-Service
man or woman, sometimes after an
illness and we are told that no one
from the Legion had visited them.

This is most unfortunate, as this
Branch, which covers a very large
area geographically, is organised
to visit sick or distressed Ex-

Service people. In the event of
death, the Branch will provide a
representative or the Standard
Bearer if requested, to attend the
funeral. To make this possible we
do need to be informed by relatives
or friends, who are asked to get in
touch with one of the Branch
Welfare Officers listed below:-

Groby
P.S. Mensley

Kirby Muxloe
A.H. Brigstock

Leicester 870570

Leicester 395359

Markfield and Stanton-under-Barton
T.H. Pickett Markfield 244306

Ratby
J.H. Calder Leicester 873015

For contact only:
Thornton and Bagworth
Mrs Lena Riley Bagworth 230251

RiP's
TAXI ♦ COURIER ♦ SERVICE

393-818
♦ RATBY♦ LEICESTER ♦

AIRPORTS

TO: GROBY £2.00

ANSTEY £3.00

KIRBY MUXLOE £2 TO £2.80

L.F.E. £2.80

LEICESTER £4.50

INCREASED PROTECTION FOR BRITISH

HOLIDAY MAKERS

With all the current holiday
advertising, those planning to book
this year's holiday will be able to
look forward to peace of mind in
the future - thanks to the new
Package Travel Regulations which
took effect from 31st December
1992.

Trading Standards Officers will be
responsible for enforcing
regulations which will provide full
protection for the holiday maker
without making them unaffordable.
It is important that families do
not end up paying more for less
choice.

The tour operator, who according to
the new regulations is now called
an organiser, will be legally

1 AT THE

mCHT
PRICE!

responsible for everything that
goes wrong on one of its holidays -
even if the problem is caused by a
supplier. If consumers do
experience problems, they are
advised to tell the supplier as
soon as possible, as failure to do
so may affect their ability to make
a claim afterwards.

Holiday makers travelling abroad
can now be confident that they will
not be left stranded in a foreign
country as has previously happened
after the collapse of a holday
company.

If anybody requires further
information about the regulations,
it can be obtained by contacting
the Trading Standards Duty Officer
on Leicester 514415.

LAMBSKINS

BOUUrDTl

PGnthOUS© AXMINSTERS SCOTCHGARD^
Carpets Ltd. twistpile berbers

SAXONY HUEGA TILES

5E0RGIAN CARPETS SCULPTURED CUSHIONFLOOR

ANTRON! FLOTEX

I Qunp iThousands ofPatterns OnUr /
to choose front

^NEW! £3.99-£45.50 sq.yd. PORTE
SSmBIASE C

I SHOP AT HOME SERVICE I
PORTER'S DISCOUNT

CARPETS
121/3 STATION ROAD

RATBY, LEICESTERSHIRE
Tel: 393238/395202

'mstrong N
IMAIRN



KEN TOMKINS

General Builder

Alterations and Extensions

PROPERTY REPAIRS

93 Gynsill Lane, Anstey, Leicester
Telephone: 871698

MAIN STREET , RATBY

M.O.T. TESTS

CARS (PETROL - DIESEL 1

AND

MOTORCYCLES

Hours 8.30 - 5,00 Monday to Friday
Saturday by appointment only

SERVICE AND REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN

TELEPHONE 394966

SeHsaiioKal „
plBi^hnne 11

Groby College Creche are planning 4 mornings
of special sensational play. A chance for you
and your children to experience some new
'sensory' experiences!

The sessions will be from 10 - 11.30, between
Monday March 1st and Monday 8th March.
(Please note - there will be no 'Come and
Play' on these mornings).

Sign up for a session at the creche - cost
will be £1.50 per family.

During the week there will also be fund
raising events in aid of the Rainbows Appeal
and the creche itself.

Come along and join in - paint some shiny
shoes, play with some magical dough

^0^

^rtsl| CHouncil

SPRING

FRONT GARDEN
COMPETITION

vYill be oa Saburdq^

TIi€ Owd^e w'i'l be
0^ iht teicestersKi/pHcYticwIfcufal

Jwd^es Gwild-
/Vorviincifions-lo be

Sn the Council Ci&k bu ApnlI uei'K /^pni

^SSCrrdyed.
FREE BUS SERVICE TO TESCO'S

Tesco funds a free bus service to Beaumont

Leys. Insufficient people are using this
service and Tesco are not prepared to fund in
most cases.

They have just stopped a free service from
Anstey!

PABARI'S
RATBY NEWS

FOR THE LARGEST SELECTION OF:
BEERS, WINES, SPIRITS

AND SOFT DRINKS.

A VAST SELECTION OF CONFECTIONERY

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZlNRv
DELIVERED DAILY J\lf^

ALL THE LATEST VIDEO TITLES NOW IN
PHOTOCOPYING - REDUCING * ENLARGING

COME IN AND SEE FOR YOURSELVES

OPEN TILL 10.00 pm MONDAY to SAi UhCAY

Dear Editor,

Extra traffic in Danehill. Ratb*^

As a resident of Ratby, living on
Danehill, I read with horror the full
implications of the above, published
in WOT!

should be rewarded with the road
being blocked up - as described by
Horace Gamble in WOT! , (together with
Ferndale Drive). This would then
present a permanent solution to a
problem which will otherwise get much
much worse!!!

Mrs Diane Spencer

,Presently Danehill is used by:

Coaches, Lorries, Everyday cars.
Cars which use it as a "rat-run"
Youths who zoom around at excessive
speeds, cassettes/music system
"blaring" together with a souped-up
engine and exhaust to create the
ultimate LOUD noise.

We feel that after 16 weeks continual
use more and more drivers will use
Danehill as a short-cut, adding
danger to our lives and those around
us, adding to the noise pollution and
adding to the fumes emitted from
their engines!

We are also concerned about all the
increased rubbish, which we perceive
will be a problem.

At present we clean up our front
garden almost daily and have a really
good collection - Cigarette packets
and cigarette ends, crisp packets,
sweet wrappers, various tin cans
which sometimes still contain pop and
beer.

- To top the list last week we
discovered a one pint glass!

It is a difficult exercise to teach
our children to be tidy, especially
when so many seem to perceive our
front garden either as a waste
recycling area or as a gigantic
rubbish dump. - How can we ever hope
to win the front garden
competition?!!

I feel we should be compensated in
some way - perhaps we have a good
case for lowering of the council tax.
I am sure we would have been the
subject of a blight notice and
awarded compensation had the road
scheme been permanent or if a C.P.O.

"i •n\rol

11 Lock Street, Beechworth,
Victoria 3747, Australia

Dear Scouts Magazine

We have just emigrated to Australia
after living in Ratby for 36 years
(on my part) and Wilf my husband
was born there just over 60 years
ago, so it has been a big decision.

We have come to live in a beautiful
part of Australia, Victoria (they
call it the garden state) to be
near our son Alan and his wife and
our grandson Rowan.

We wanted to say how much we have
enjoyed life in Ratby and the
friendliness of the people who live
there, our wonderful neighbours and
the post office staff and the vicar
and Mrs Blackman, who we never saw
without a smile, and last, but not
least, our dear relatives Edna and
Dennis, Margaret and Len.

We will be back for a visit one day
and would like to wish everyone a
very happy 1993.

From

Jenny & Wilf Mott
ex; 117 Markfield Road

P.S.

I wanted to write this letter
before we left England, but we left
in such a hurry we hardly had time
to see all our friends. Also we



FAREWELL AND THANKYOU continued

step looking out over the fields and saying
to me". "Hello, isn't it a beautiful
morning".

There are other postal workers in Margaret' s
family.

"My uncle Johnny was a postman before and
after the war seems as though he was
always walking around the village. He had to
fetch afternoon mail fromKirby Post Office".

"Auntie Thelma was also a post lady for a
while".

So Margaret has retired with many happy
memories, not least of which are the recent
times working for the present Postmaster,
enjoying the get-togethers over Christmas.

Margaret wishes to thank everyone for all
their help over the years.

May we take this opportunity to thank her for
all her hard work and wish her a happy
retirement!

Next time we are in the midst of blizzards,
spare a thought for the post and newspaper
deliverers who have to turn out when we are
still tucked up in bed!

PAUL GOODWIN

* PAINTER AND DECORATOR*

PLEASE RING LEICESTER 387252

FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE

::QUALITY WORK GUARANTEEDU

B.T. KEYMER ^
18 Parklands Avenue,Groby.

Tel: Leicester 876926

WASHING MACHINE AND
CLEANER REPAIRS

MOST MAKES
PROMPT, PCRSONAL SERVICE

* * 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE ! * *

FREE GUIDE TO SERVICES AVAILABLE

A free guide to services provided by Leicestershire County
Council is now available from local libraries.

This has over 300 entries, with contact numbers covering
subjects as varied as adoption, bridleways and footpaths, debt
counselling and recycling advice.
The guide also contains minicom phone numbers for customers with
hearing difficulties.

alliance "S" LEICESTER

APPOINTED AGENT

Quality Drycieaning

YES IT SEEMS
RIDICULOUS BUT
IT'S TRUE!

ALL THESE SERVICES
ARE AVAILABLE
UNDER ONE ROOF

RATBY
INSURAr4CE

midlond

WE PRIDE
OURSELVES IN
OFFERING BEST
ADVICE AND
FRIENDLY SERVICE
50 POP IN
- WE'RE LOCAL

3A MAIN STREET, RATBY, LEICESTER
TEL: 0533 39357A FAX: 0;'33 392975

fARBWEU.. Am THAHK J/OU /

Margaret Edwards, a familiar sight around
Ratby with her pram full of letters and
parcels, retired from her job as 'post lady'
last year after nearly 20 years service in
the village.

"There were no aptitude tests or interviews
in those days," she says, "just a phone call
to the Post Office, said who I was, and one
hour later had the job".

After two days help with sorting and delivery
she was on her own.

She began work on the Church Farm Estate,
when there were only a few roads then. In the
earlier days the Christmas mail was much
heavier, an extra afternoon delivery was
needed.

And," says Margaret, "there was always the
cards that needed your brain cells so
and so's mother married Mr so and so
his mothers name was Miss? I'm sure its
them ".

"At the end of the rush we had them all
sorted and taken to the correct address".

Weather always plays a part in a post lady's
life, and Margaret has some memories

"One windy day, gale force winds took bundles
of letters out of my hand just outside the
Co-op. Mr Alex Scotten and myself were
scrabbling around picking them up".

Once, her pram blew over outside the T.V.
shop on Chapel Lane.

Margaret says she could stand wind, fog and
frost but hated snow and ice. The worst
winter was a couple of years ago, "think we
could all have gone home and left it that
morning".

She once got stuck in the snow at Charnwood
Acres, and had to put grass under the pram
wheels to get it going. Margaret has worn a
few prams out in her time, and even used a
sledge once!

There have been many happier memories. She
says that she has "enjoyed all the years,
especially seeing the sunrise in the early
morning. One of the things that sticks out in
my mind is a 5 year old girl sitting on a
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Lopping the last few
branches on Friday
January 15th

•footpd^
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Traffic Count

Concern about the increased traffic OH
Danehill prompted Councillors to undertake a
traffic count on Danehill and Station Road,
between 7.30 a.m. and 9 a.m. on Friday 18th
December. Many thanks to Mr Horace Gamble for
helping with this task. It is intended to do
a further count during the total road
closure, and again when things are back to
normal. This should help identify problems
with increased traffic, and enable us to

t discover whether the diversion encourages
greater use of Danehill as a rat-run in the
future.

This first count has shown that the number of
^ cars travelling from Groby towards Kirby is

almost the same along Danehill - 342, as it
is on Station Road - 346.

The conclusion is that the estate road is
already well used as a rat-run - will it get
worse?

Paint Ball Games

Following concerns expressed by villagers
about the effects of paint ball war games at
Burroughs Wood on riders and walkers, the
Parish Council has written a number of
letters to try and obtain different views on
this matter.

'Rebel Paint Ball', the organiser of the
games has given assurances that marshals
would be in attendance on rights of way when
games are in progress.

A letter from the Council for the Protection
of Rural England expressed the concern that
war games can "result in serious damage to
rural character".

Extracts from the C.P.R.E. response to the
Town and Country Planning General Development
Order 1988, on temporary use of land, were
included It is the view of the C.P.R.E.
that war, fantasy, and adventure games should
be limited to 7 days in a year.

The Royal Society for Nature Conservation is
concerned about damage from such games to
ancient woodlands.

The Parish council is concerned about
potential damage to flora and fauna in
Burroughs Wood, but current legislation
permits such activities for up to 28 days a
year.

Wildflower Meadow

T<- -1 o i-hat wnrk can beain this Spring

(ttouncil

Christmas Windows Competition Groby Parish Council buys land in Ratb\

Congratulations once again to everyone for
some very attractive shop window displays.
They really do brighten up the village on

Groby Parish Council have bought the triangle
of land between Sacheverall Way and Ratby
Road. For the time being this will remain as

dismal winter days. As usual voting was very open space, and will be named 'Butler Field'
close.

1st Prize - Johnsons Stores, Stamford Street
2nd Prize - Erasers, Markfield Road
3rd Prize - Resorts Exchange International,

Main Street

Christmas Tree and Carols

Thank you to everyone who helped with the
annual Christmas Carol Concert. This year a
larger than ever number of people turned out
to enjoy carols around the tree. Music was by
Ratby Junior Band and the carols were led by
Rev. Blackman and Dennis Green.

Afterwards there was a chance to warm up with
hot coffee in the Welfare Hall, kindly
arranged by the O.P.W.C.!

Many thanks to the Scouts for obtaining the
tree, which was donated by the Woodland Trust
and for the job of erecting it, and then
removing it after the event.

Thank you to to Mr Mangham for transporting
the tree to the Welfare Hall.

Parish Precept

A precept of £17,500 has been set for the
coming year.

Hinckley Edition - Leicester Mercur\

Pabari's now have copies of this edition for
sale over the counter.

It is particularly interesting for Ratby
villagers who are interested in planning, as
applications are usually notified in the
Hinckley edition.

A46 Leicester Western Bypass

Work has already begun on the Bypass. A
construction exhibition will be held early
this year. Watch out for details in the local
press.

Tree Preservation Order

in memory of Councillor Mrs Pat Butler.

Eventually the Council need to use the land
as a burial ground, to replace land off
Anstey Lane lost to the Bypass construction.

Road widening at Station Road

Many parents are concerned about the safety
of children crossing Danehill during the
road-closure in the village.

P.C. Moore has been helping children to cross
safely but cannot always be on duty at the
appropriate time.

The Parish Council tried hard to obtain a

temporary school crossing warden for
Danehill. This proved impossible because of
a shortage of wardens and lack of funds.

Individual letters from parents may carry
some weight. If you are concerned enough
write to:

Mr T W Thompson

Department of Planning and Transportation
County Hall
Leicester

m

This sketch
plan gives
some idea of
how the

Station Road
/Desford
Lane corner
will look

after the
road works

complete
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A REMINDER FOR USERS
OF THE VEHICLE REGISTRATION

OFFICE

L.C.C. would like to remind people
that the Vehicle Registration
Office is no longer sited at County
Hall, Glenfield.
It moved , in 1989, to the second
floor of the Rutland Centre, 56
Halford Street, Leicester LEI ITT.
It is open Mon. - Thur 9am - 4pm
and Friday 9am - 3.30pm.
Telephone enquiries should be made
to Leicester 514510.

RATBY POST OFHCE

Main Street. Ratby

Newsagent. Confectionery.
Totmcco.

PHOTOCOPY SERVICE GREETINGS CARDS

Hallmark, Rustcraft etc

J
SHOE REPAIR AGENTS OPEN 7 DAYS

Tel. 393001.

HIS & HERS

LADIES &

ENTS HAIR DRESSING

CAPS welcome any day at
reduced rates

STYLING BLOW DRYING
COLOURING SETTING
TRIMMING PERMING
Tuesday to Saturday

Appointments not always
necessary

156 Station Road, Ratby
• r\r\ A A fsf\

POLICE
The Beavunont Police/Community Committee will
be holding a Public Meeting at the Memorial
Pavilion, Stadon Road, Anstey, on Wednesday
10th March 1993. commencing at 7.30 p.m.

The object of the meeting is to provide an
opportunity for people of the sub-division to
air their views over policing issues which
concern their Community. It is hoped that
members of the community will go along and
take an active part in the meeting to make
the event a success.

The Consultative Committee is chaired by
Councillor Mrs C E Brock. Senior Police
Officers from Beaumont Police Station will be
present to answer questions and discuss
matters raised.

It is not within the Committee's terms of
reference to discuss individual cases. These
should always be referred to the Sub-
Divisional Commander at Beaumont Police
Station.

M*G
ECOBUILD

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

* Quality designed patios and blockpaving

* Feature fireplaces

* Renovations and maintenance

* Extensions and alterations

For friendly service

Free quotations and advice
Contact:

Matthew Grudgings,
6*Ash Close, Ratby,

Leicester LE6 OLY

e>

The weather was much better today so dog Bess
and I went for a walk in the Woods. Beside
the seat at the entrance I noticed the Nettle
bed, it was tatty, wind blown and very
dejected. %

.In the Woods I noticed the Honeysuckle leaves
^(Lonicera periclymenum), a lovely soft grey
green. Could this be a unique plant? Its stem
doesn't rot when old or dead. It flowers in
the canopy, though it has no tendrils or
suckers to aid climbing. It leans on or
twists around any available support in its
climb towards the sunlight.-Sometimes it has
to travel along the ground and then roots are
produced, from the leaf nodes, anchoring the
plant, ensuring another new beginning and
also a very good trap for the unwary walker.

Whilst I was meandering, I was considering
what I knew about Nettles. When I arrived
home I picked up my pen and started
jotting

First a poem I first heard in 1938!

"Gentle hearted, grasp a Nettle,
It will sting you for your pains.
But grasp it like a man of metal
It soft as silk remains.

This is like some coaaaan Natures
Treat them gently, they rebel
Treat them rough (as Nutmeg graters)
They in turn will treat you well

(author unknown]

Since then I have learnt the latin name for
Stinging Nettle is Urtica dioica.

It is the hairs on the leaves that sting. The
flowers hang in pale green racemes growing
from the leaf nodes.

In Wicken Fen, Cambridgeshire, grow the
Annual Nettle (urtica urens) a finer, lighter
plant that hardly ever stings.

The Stinging Nettle is an indicator species,
it does best in soil very rich in Nitrates.
It often grows over old buried rubbish dumps

C!0MM0N KBTtLE

found fairies amongst them, instead hordes of
Peacock Butterfly caterpillars are to be
seen, during June.

Now a days the distribution pattern is upset
- modern fertilizers contain Nitrates to
enrich the soil and nettles are found more
often in hedgerows. When organic husbandry
becomes the norm again Nettles will subside
again to specific areas.

Nettles make a good home brewed ale.

The young shoots make a good spinach like
vegetable when lightly boiled - very rich in
vitamin C.

Because of the distinctive leaf shape the
word Nettle is used in other English plant
names, even though the plants do not belong
to the Urticaceae family which has only 5
members. Besides the two already mentioned,
Urtica dioica and the Urtica urens, there are
two Pellitories - Pellitory of the wall
(parietaria judaica) and "Mind Your' Own
Business (Soleirolia Soleirolii).

Soleirolia Soleirolii is rare. I have only
seen it growing once, beside the Latch gate
of an old country church.

Pellitory of the Wall grows everywhere!! ]
have seen it as far apart as Turkey anc



Editorial
Do yott care what happens in Ratbv?

In this issue there is a pull out survey
all about what you think.

Take time to answer it and get your views
known. We will publish the findings in a
future issue of "Wot about Ratby".

You can take completed surveys to the
Library, give them to any member of the
Parish Comicil or to the Village Society.

Public Meeting

Ratby Parish Council are" organising a
public meeting in the Welfare Hall to give
all villagers a chance to hear about
planning issues that could affect the
village.

There will also be a chance to put forward
your own views.

So - don't miss these chances to have your
say!''

Public Meeting

Ratby Parish Council are organising a
Public meeting on Tuesday March 9th,
7.30 p.m. in the Welfare Hall.

Come along and find out how current
planning issues may affect the village.

Tell us what you think Ratby's future
should be.

0 0
,AOclC

the staff

ELEPHONE
392493
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dominoes

OUR AIM HILL BE TO RENAIM

THE H(XIE OF TRADIIIOHAL MIXS AT THEIR BEST

NO JUKE BOX

WITH VALUE FOR MOHET
real FOOD

OUR OPENING HOURS ARE;- mON - FRI 11.30 AM - 2.30 PM/5.30 PM - 11.00 PM
SAT 11.30 AM - 3.00 PM/6.00 PM - 11.00 PM SUN 12.00 - 3.00 PM/7.00 PM - 10.30 PM

BELGRAVE HALL FACELIFT
GETS GO-AHEAD

Experts within Leicestershire
County Council's Museums, Arts and
Records Service are currently
refurbishing and upgrading one of
the County's leading social history
museums, Belgrave Hall.

RATBY PARISH CHURCH ROOMS
RE-ROOFING FUND

After nearly 100 years the Church
Rooms roof has to be re-slated and
it is hoped that this can be done
veiry shortly. The cost is
estimated at about €7,000 - most of
which will have to come from fund
raising activities. With this in
mind a quiz has been prepared and
to whet your appetite the first 12
questions (out of 100) are
printed.The complete questionnaire
on payment of a £1 entrance fee can
be obtained from:-

The Rectory,
15 Groby Road.

Mrs. Hill

14 Church Lane

Roy Derbyshire
16 Groby Road.
Tel: 393746

His & Hers
Station Road.

Prize money amounting to 5% of the
net takings will be awarded to the
winning entiry and in the event of
more than one winner all correct
entries will be placed in a draw to
take place at a Bam Dance to be
held in the Church Rooms on 27th
March. The ncime of the winner will
be published in the next edition of
WOT.

Exanple:
(answer):

(answer):

1760 = Y in a M
Yards in a Mile
60 = YM for a DW
Years Married for a
Diamond Wbdding)

1 90 = D in a RA
2 12 = M of EC
3 1984 s B by GO
4 6 a L on an I
5 10 a CR of a T
6 651 = S in the H
7 15 = RB on a ST
8 14 a L in a S
9 3 = S in a W
10 13 a IM in a Y
11
«• A

63 = Y of QWR

The work will consist of
redecoration of the interior rooms

at Belgrave, redisplay of some
areas to give a more "lived in"
look and opening up of rooms which
have previously been closed to the
public.

One of the main objectives of the
refurbishment is to show life
"backstairs"; visitors will now be
allowed a glimpse of the
housemaid's cupboard and of the
kitchen and back kitchen areas.
The new displays at Belgrave will
be tailored particularly to the
needs of school children in line
with the National Curriculum;
teaching sessions will be arranged
and handling collections such as
replica period costume will be
available for visitors to try.

The refurbishment of Belgrave Hall
will involve the closure of the
Hall from 18th January to 8th
April, 1993 and will be re-opened
in time for the Easter Holidays.

DOWN YOUR WAY

MOBILE SHOP U'lCS 394725

FRESH FRUrr & VEG

PLUS

TO YOUR DOOR SERVICE

I SHALL BE SUPPLYING A WIDE RANGE OF

PRODUCE AT VALUE FOR MONEY PRICES

THROUGHOUT THE AREA INCLUDING, FREE
RANGE EGGS, CANNED BFANS, SOUPS, ETC
CRISPS, POP, PICKLES, OR, YOU ASK FOR IT

AND I'LL GET IT FOR YOU

YOU CAN EITHER COME TO THE VAN OR I

CAN KNOCK YOUR DOOR PLEASE RING I

WILL BE HAPPY TO OBLIGE

IF YOU WANT YOl]R ORDER TO BE

DEUVERED AT NIGHT AFTER 5 JUST RING

I WILL LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU

PLEASE CONTACT MICK ON

LEICESTER (0533) 394725

•I



Parish Council Election

Mr Andrew Jones, of East Walk, and Mr
John Hopwood of Berrys Lane were
elected as Parish Councillors, and
have joined the Leisure and
Recreation sub-committee.

Ratby Primary School Association

The Christmas Curtain Raiser made a grand
total of £368.00. Thanks to all those

people who came along and contributed.

Have you got a little spare time? We need
more volunteers to either get involved on
the committee or just help
occasionally with events. Committee
meetings are informal - almost a friendly
social occasion!

If you feel you can help, please contact
Margaret Robson on 386398.

Bradaate Twinning Society

Did anyone notice an article in the
Bradgate Mail of November 12th 1992,
under the heading - "Bradgate Battles
for twin prize" ?

Apparently, the Bradgate Society is
made up of 150 members, including
some from Ratby.

Do you know anything about this? Are
you a member?

If so, write in and tell us about it!
Bradgate has been twinned with
Plateau Est de Rouen, a similar rural
area for 12 years.

R. W. ANSTEE
Mechanical Engineering

^ 4^3 &Welding
MOBILE AND WORKSHOP SERVICE

CARS AND LIGHT COMMERCIALS

COMPLETE MOT SERVICE INCLUDING WELDING

ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS AND SERVICING

PICK UP AND DELIVERY PROM HOME OR WORK

TEL: 0533 - 848720

1st IHR LESSON

ORS2FREE
, IHRfHR MOTORWAY LESSON

(AfTERTASSHGWJTIIMEISWAYDRMNG SCIKXH.J

REFRESHER LESSONS
MOTORWAY

• BEGINNERS
• ADVANCED

ALL AGESWELCOME,AND NERVOUS PUPILS!!

Don't Delay Start Today, Learn To Drive The Easy Way,
With MELSWAY.

MELSWAY DRIVING SCHOOL
Mel Shipley, d.o.t., a.d.i. m.i.a.m. ^

TEL. LEIC:- 386149

♦Offer For Limited Period Only.

All beauty treatments available on
a home visiting service.

\0% off any treatment with this advert
For any enquiries or to make an
appointment, please call Tina on Leics.
387565 (214 hrs) .

I.A., I.T.E.C. and C.I.D.E.S.C.O. qualified.
Member of "British Assoc. of Beauty Therapy and
Cosmetology".

Messiah
well over a hundred people enjoyed a performance of the Messiah in Ratby
Church on Saturday January 16th 1993.

rs.".' '"i
Soprano Judy Dodd gave a wonder solo performance. Judy is the founder
Musical Director of the Tudor Choir.

THANK you
Mrs Margaret Crump, Ratby's well-loved school
crossing warden put down her 'lollipop' for
the last time at the end of last term. She
has helped children to cross the road to
school safely for nearly nine years. Margaret
has always managed a cheerful smile, even in
the worst of weathers!

Her daughter, Yvonne has picked up the
lollipop to follow in her mother's footsteps.
We are liicky indeed that these intrepid
ladies are prepared to undertake this
dangerous job in today's traffic conditions!

Margaret would like to thank everyone for
their generous gifts and good wishes.

And we would like to thank Margaret for her
dedication over the years!

TIME TO
REMEMBER

This photograph
was sent in by
Steve Roache of

Markfield Road.

Can anyone tell
us about it.

i

My/
Editorial Coimnent

Following the above advice is, I am sure you
will agree, essential to our property's
security whilst we are away from home,
working, shopping or on holiday.

The reminder is also proved necessary as only
yesterday I returned home to find the Herald
and Post advertising my absence.

All those delivering free papers and leaflets
(and 1 include Wot! of course) should
remember that they are putting things through
letter boxes which come unsolicited.

The point being that whilst we can control
our ordered newspaper deliveries by
cancelling them whilst away from home, we
cannot control 'freebies'. Responsible
delivery is therefore essential.
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13. Now, please give some information about yourself

How old are you?

How many years have

you been a resident
of Ratby?

Under 20 21 to 30 31 - 40 41 - 50 51- 60 61 or

over

Under 3 4-10 11 - 20 21 - 30 31 or over

Which street/road do you live in?

Thank you for your assistance. A summary of the results will be published in a future
"Wot about Ratby".

Andrew Simmonds

Please return the completed form to Ratby Public Library.

0038F

Survey of Residents' Views on Development in Ratby

I am studying planning at Nottingham University, sponsored by Leicestershire
County Council Planning Department and doing a project about public
consultation on planning proposals. Most people in Ratby will be aware of the
suggested major housing & employment development on land around Burroughs
Road. This survey will establish the views of Ratby residents on this
development and other planning issues in the area.

My work has been carried out in consultation with the Parish Council, and the
results of this survey will be made available to them. Your views will also
be passed on to Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council to assist in the p-i
preparation of the new Local Plan for the District. lease tick all

relevant boxes

1. Were you aware of the major development?

2. How did you find out about it?

Yes

No

Wot about Ratby

Newspaper

Petition

Other (write below)

3. Are you in favour of it?

Why?

Why?

Yes

New roads would bypass village

Industry would move to new sites

Pedestrianized shopping square

Other (write below)

No

Would damage attractive countryside

Would make village too big

Village would lose identity

Too much development already

Other (write below)



10. Are there any other things you would oppose?

11. How do you think the following will affect Ratby?

Green Wedges

National Forest

Ml Junct. 21A

Leics. W. Bypass

Ivanhoe Line

Countryside Priority
Area

Benefit Neutral Harm Not Aware Don't Know

1
— —

12. How much effect on the future of Ratby do you think the following have?

Individuals in

village

Parish Council

District Council

County Council

Government

Local landowners/

farmers

Local businessmen

Anybody else ....

least

effect
most

effect

4. Did you sign the petition?

5. Did you take any other action? (write below)

Yes

No

The developers promised a number of benefits for the village.
Do you think the advantages of the benefits would outweigh
the disadvantages of the development?

Yes

No

Why?

7. Do you think the benefits could be achieved without the
development?

Why?

Yes

No

How would you like to see Ratby change over the next
15 years?

Not at all

A small amount of further development

More significant development, but according
to a revised Local Plan

Major development as proposed

Why?

9. Are there any other things you would support in Ratby?


