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Last Few Plots at

FIELDING LANE
OFF FERNDALE DRIVE, RATBY, LE6 OAS

Showhome open Friday, Saturday & Sunday 12-4pm

all a Merry Christmas
AHappy New Year ^

From Spring 2011
New Homes built to Code for Sustainable Homes - Level

Featuring

Under floor Heating to Ground Floors
Increased Insulation standards ta Walls, Floors & Roofs

Green Roofs

Air Source Heat Punnps far Heafing &Hat Water

For further details please contact
Gowrey Limited

Kirby Grange Form, Taverner Drive, Rotby Leicester LE6 OHQ

Tel; 0116 239 0600
www.cawrey.co.uk

email: enquiry@cawrey.co.uk

http://www.kvisoft.com/pdf-merger/
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HAIRDRESSING ^

^ MAIN STREET RATBY
CELEBRATING 30>/ '

YEARS IN THE VILLAGE
Traditional and Modern Styling

Telephone 239 2406
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YOUR LOCAL CAB COMPANY

NOW AVAILABLE

GROBY CABS

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

ANYTIME ANYWHERE

AIRPORT TRANSFERS
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REMEMBERING

This year marked the 90^*^ anniversary of the unveiling of
Ratby's War Memorial by Earl Halg.
This milestone was referenced at the annual
Remembrance Day ceremony in Ratby Church.
There was a poignant moment when The Flag of the
Ratby Branch ofthe Royal British Legion was 'laid to rest'
in the Church. The Branch has been forced to close due
to a lack of members.

At the same time the original Ratby Scout Group flag was
given to the vicar for safe keeping, "for ever". Theflag
relates to the time when the group was the 73'̂ Leicester
(Ratby), it has long since been the 1®* Ratby group and
continues to thrive.

BBC Cameras were in the village to record the events,
and you may haveseen the lengthy report and interviews
on East Midlands today, Sunday 14*'' November

PTE. C. Cray
Afghanistan

13. APRIL 2007.

The recent inscription on the memorial,
Honouring PTE Chris Gray.

1
liUEATER LOVE HATH NO MAN'.

UNvt\i.En ^ Carl Haic c.c.B.o.hi.ccv.o
^^20. • • " )

Established 40 Years.

Glenfield Electronics
rctra

• Digital Aerials Fitte(d
• DIY Aerial Supplies
• LCD & Plasma service

We fit phone extension points
Tel: 0116 2517 533 www.glenfieldelectronics.co.uk

168 Fosse Road North, Leicester LE3 5ES

Letter to editor;

THIS CHRIST - MAS - LET THE SON REALLY SHINE
WOT! A landmark issue WOZ your latest edition, even dare I
sayit whendeficient of Hoz. Yes I feel that issue No 144
marked a major (gross) turningpoint in Ratby journalism.
CHURCH OPENING - LET THE PEOPLE IN

The letter from Rebecca Harrison rightly urges us to hang on
to the facilities that encourage and afford fellowship in Jesus
(Christ). I amin support of Rebecca and I suspect the majority
of the congregation and most citizens of Ratby when exactly,
incisively she asks, questions since when did income
determine the value of these buildings (key facilities) to their
communities?
CLEAR IMPERATIVES

A Parish Church should wherever possible be open to all at
leastduring daylight hours. (Doctor) PeterHooperis
encouraging a rota of its members who canwatch over
security onthebehalf of the whole community. Aren't weall
in needof a quiet, holy place; space sometimes for silent,
personal reflection and prayer. Picking upthe torch from our
fellow parishioner, the lateDennis Green, weoweit to God
andto ourselves, to honour, saveand protect, that which is
good.
HARVEST HOME

With regard to the photograph possibly taken at Ratby
Working Men's Club I can only confirm your thoughts. As
the drummer playing with two dance bands inthe WMC hall
inthe late, "sixties" (that ofDave Green & Frank Woodford) 1
certainly recall the gentleman on the leftas being an,
"official" or steward of the club, though the other two
Ratbywood stars elude me.
David Rowe, Drummer.

Christmas Carols.

There will be a Christmas carol servicearound the
village Christmas tree on Wednesday 15**' December
2010from 6.30pm. And a warming cuppa will be
served in the village hall afterwards. Bring some
monev - there's usuallya collection for charity.

*£ Pabai i's Ratbv News, hm 21 .r., V
5 Stiilion Uoail. Ilalljv. Leicester. LE6 (I.IQ.

'2^,? Tel: 0116 239 3287.

I I We Deliver Daily, Evening &
Siiiulay Neivspapcrs.

,A wide choice of Magazines,
Ttj (ireetlngCards

Statioiiars.

pA".y I Lkt'lu IRU

Sweets, Confectionary.
Toliacco, Soft Drinks & Milk. pdiiv iTrirBr.

Top Dp Your Mobile Phone, Klectric & Gas.

. I I tisi St'U'ftian of Noff.s. II iitfs A Spirits

V Plav The National Lottery Here *•

POLICE REPORT

Well It's nearly that time of year again. It will
soon be Christmas and decorations will be

going up and we can all enjoy the festivities.
This time last year we suffered a lot of
vandalism in the village and in particular to the
Christmas lights at the war memorial. I hope
there will be no repeat of that this year, we are
very lucky in Ratby to have a Parish Council
who provide these things for the village so I
would ask that ifyou do see anyone
vandalising property that you report it to myself
or PC Justin Hayes so that we can take the
appropriate action.

I have also been asked by quite a few
residents to make mention of the parking on
Main Street, please make sure you park well
clear of junctions and zigzags and check your
mirrors before opening your car door. There
have nearly been a couple of accidents
recently where pedestrians were almost
knocked over by car doors being flung open.

On a brighter note the beat team have
continued to work hard in the to improve road
safety in the local area and have been
conducting high visibility patrols at school times
as well as utilising speed detection equipment
in order to make sure the roads are safer for us
all to use. We are also continuing to work with
local schools to educate children on both the
subjects of road safety and anti-social
behaviour.

Ifyou have any concerns that you would like to
make us aware of please contact either myself
peso 6128 Russ Leech or PC 0334 Justin
Hayes on 0116 222 2222 Ext 5675. We will be
glad to try and help you. It is Important you tell
us about problems In the village In order for us
to be able to take positive action and make
sure that Ratby remains the wonderful village
that it Is.

Kind Regards, PCSO 6128 Russ Leech

LETTERS and ARTICLES
We welcome letters and articles, but reserve the
right to edit them or deny publication.
Your name and address must be supplied, but you
may ask for them to be withheld.
Views expressed in articles and letters do not
necessarily represent the views of the Publishers.
We cannot be held responsible for information in
advertisements, which we accept in good faith.

THANK YOU JENNY

Jenny Hayes has retired after fourteen years as
Treasurer for Ratby Scouts.
She was presented with a Thank You' badge
and a bouquet of flowers at a recent committee
meeting.

m 1

errikan Ganias
We specialise in repairing OUT OF WARRANTY

consoles via our cost saving drop-in service.
IT'S EASY call 0116 286 6447

or find us at the address below.

Once we've given you a quotation we'll get on
with the repair and when we've finished you

simply collect your console and pay!
vvww.ipaqrepair.co.uk

ydpAif •fUc/'PoiiovJiiig...
PlayStation 3 • XBOX 360 • PSP

Nintendo Wii • Nintendo DS

Also...Smart Phones
iPhones • IPod Touch

co/\/so/.e
^Lir^ix

Unit 33, King StreetBuildings
Enderby, LeicesterLE19 4NT

•Pbone
&iPods



Ratby Co-operative Band
Christmas 2010 Events

A Christmas Letter

The Band Organisation has a very full and
varied calendar for and December and we hope
this gives everyone chance at some point to
hear us during the Festive Season.
Below is our current diary, tickets for all Band
concerts are available from Malcolm on 0116
2386749 or from any Band Member.
One change this year will be when you can
hear the Band as we tour Ratby before
Christmas. Traditionally this has been on the
weekend before Christmas Day but this year we
are trying something new. Different parts of the
village will covered by different parts of the
band on different days. The Youth Section will
be coming around the village on the normal
Sunday morning but the Mid and Senior Bands
are trying something new this year. Christmas
carols will be played around the village on
Tuesday and Wednesday 15^^ December in
the EVENINGS starting approx 7.00pm. We
hope that the village will join in with the Band's
on these dates as it is hoped that it will bring a
touch of Christmas atmosphere during these
two evenings to our village, please look out for
us down your street.
We hope you will encourage our Band
members along on their way and if you wish to
join with us then your help with our collection
would be wonderful. Ifyou have a favourite
carol please let our collectors know and our
players will do their best to play it for you.

C«'«p«r«r{fva BcohI t9 ««»r
vfllags we wish ever|$ene

A very Merry Christmas and thank
you for your kindness and support

throughout the year.

This copy of a letter, from Freda Weston to her
Mother, written in 1928, was kindly sent in by
The Ratby History Society. How many children
today would ask for a handkerchief for
Christmas!

CouciA^tL SohooL Nr Leicester.

Decem-ber 12'^'^

pesr Mother,

( am. wrltlru0 this Letter to wish you. a very
ttAPPy C-hrlstm-cis avid a Bright New year.
Ihope you. are ready for C-hrlstm-as.

We are golwg to trim, our cLassrooru up at
Chrlstm,as. Iwould Llfee a hawdfeerchlef.

htoplwg you wllL Lllee ruy Letter.

I rem.aivi your Lovlwg daughter

Freda.

It is also interesting how formal the letter
seems today. It is December 18^^ and yet they
do not seem to have 'trimmed up' the
classroom yetl

RATBY BAND FESTIVE EVENTS 2010
Tue 7'" December Youth Section Carol

Concert Ratby Parish
Church

Youth Section 7.00pm

Sat 11'" Dec Marks & Spencer's
Fosse Park

Mid and Senior

Bands
10.00am - 4.00pm

Sun 12'" Dec BAND CHRISTMAS
CONCERT Bosworth
College Desford

All Bands 7.00pm *ticket only
0116 2386749

Tue 14'" Dec Carols around Ratby Mid & Senior Bands 6.30pm
Weds 15'" Dec Carols around Ratby Mid & Senior Bands 6.30pm
Weds 15'" Dec Ratby Christmas

Tree
Senior Band 6.30pm

Fri 24'" Dec Traditional Ratby 10.00pm
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CAROL SINGING

CHRISTMAS 1940

It was a beautiful. Cold, clear moonlit night, so
my brother Francis and I decided to go carol
singing along Markfield Lane. Back in 1940
there were houses only down one side of the
lane, no street lights, and all the houses had
blackout curtains owing to the War.

Off we set, gas masks over our shoulders,
giving the 'lane' a once a year treat of our
rendering of 'Hark the Herald Angels Sing' and
'Away in a Manger.'

We arrived at the bungalow on Groby Road,
(now a riding stables) and began the first verse
of 'Silent Night'just as the air raid sirens
blared.

Francis and I took off for home up Markfield
Lane at a fair rate of knots, but funnily enough
we never saw or heard an aircraft that night.
Was somebody trying to tell us something?'

Arnold Geary

9

Win Baillie, her husband and daughter
lived in an 18 foot caravan on Ratby's
caravan site when they first arrived in
Ratby in the 1950s. Here is a Christmas
memory:

Our daughter Doreen slept at the end of the
caravan. When she went to bed a table had to
be folded down and replaced by the bed made
up with cushions. She never liked to be
completely separated from the rest of the
family, so the partition was only ever partially
closed.

This could be a problem at Christmas,
when I was trying to keep her presents secret.
One particular year she wanted a black doll,
which was very popular at the time. I had
bought the doll, and planned to knit its clothes
while Doreen was asleep. The trouble was that
I would be quietly getting on with this task a
few feet away from her bedroom, when she
would suddenly shout out that she wanted to
go to the loo.

The next few seconds were crucial as I

scrambled to hide the doll before she pulled
back the partition. How we managed to keep
the doll a secret until Christmas morning I shall
never know!

Wriggly Readers

Don't miss these lovely sessions for children
aged 0-4 years with their 'grown ups.'

There's a Christmas Special on
December 23'"'̂ .

The sessions will continue in 2011 on the
fourth Thursday of each month;

January 27^
February 24^^
March 24^*".



TRADITIONAL VALUES in a

LOCAL SERVICE

Born on Markfield Road over four decades ago
and still living in the Sunshine Houses, I have
been married for 27 years and brought up three
children in the village. The children have now
flown the nest so I find myself returning to my
chosen career as a funeral director. I started as

a funeral administrator for a large National
Company, where I was trained to a very high
standard. I took all pressure off families,
organising all aspects of the funeral for them,
before graduating to become a funeral director
where I conduct on the day.

My experience has included dealing with
repatriation to and from the UK, organising
non-religious funerals, funerals at Natural
Burial grounds. I can arrange the use of a
horse drawn hearse or motor cycle hearse.

I am available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year
to support families. 1realise that funerals have

become a commercial industry, so 1am
keeping to traditional values and offer a funeral
customised to your needs.

Lisa Howkins. 0116 319 0752

Indevendent Funeral Directors

LISA HOWKINS

Funeral Director

99 Aylestone Road, Leicester, LE2 7LN
Opposite The Tigers Rugby (jtound

oaklands

RIDING SCHOOL

WE CATER FOR EVERYONE FROm\
THE NO VICE TO EXPERIENCED RIDER

All weather riding area

Ring Julie on 238 7570

RATBY VILLAGE SOCIETY

There is no meeting in December, but we look
forward to seeing you in the New Year, when
we welcome everyone to join us at 8pm in the
Village Hall, Main Street, for the following
meetings;

Tuesday 18*^ January- Sue Kibble will talk to
us about the benefits to be gained by using
complimentary therapy and massage. Sue's
career began when she discovered that
aromatherapy massages and reflexology
helped ease her own medical problems. After
finding that these treatments worked so well for
her. Sue decided to go to college, where she
gained diplomas in Indian Head massage.
Aromatherapy, Hot stone massage and
Reflexology. Sue has been running her own
extremely successful business for three years
and is professionally qualified in all of the
therapies she offers.

Tuesday 15*^ February is our AGM. Please
come along and support your committee who
are working hard on your behalf. The supper
that follows will be well worth coming to, and it
will give you a chance to socialise with friends
and neighbours, and to pick up a copy of our
brand new programme for the year ahead.

MELSWAY ^ORIVING SCHOOL Est. ^
BEST WISHES for CHRISTMAS

And A HAPPY NEW YEAR

From MEL to all past, present and future clients

Telephone 238 6149 3 Barton Close, Ratby.

GAS APPLIANCE SERVICES
0116 239 3662

Appliance Servicing and Installation
Breakdown and Repair Services
Plumbingand Heating Installation
Kitchenand Bathroom Design/Installation
QualityGuaranteed by Experienced Engineers

rMkI

^^5i^What is Neighbourhood
Watch?

It's one of the biggest and most successful
voluntary crime prevention initiatives ever.
Sometimes known as Home Watch, it
originated in the United States and then in the
early 1980s it came to the UK, where it rapidly
became very popular - except, it seems, in
Ratby SO....

... .1 thought that bit by bit I'd let you know why
you want to join us.

Neighbourhood Watch is based on the idea of
an active community working in partnership
with the police (and other partners such as
Justin's hunky fireman), and on our shared
values of bringing local people together.

At its most basic level. Neighbourhood Watch
consists of a group of like-minded neighbours
getting together to help reduce crime where
they live and make their communities safer.

My grateful thanks to ACPO for most of these
words!

saltbox39@keme.co.uk keeping an eye on

ST. PHILIPS and ST. JAMES
Work continues to make the church a focus for
the people of Ratby and beyond. 'Open

;fui Church' every Saturday between 2pm - 4pm is
[ ever. proving successful for people wanting to visit to

look at an historic building, find someone for a
in the Of" spending sometime in peace and

rapidly duiet. By the time you read this the Church will
In have been packed once again for our

Remembrance Sunday observance. This is
always an important time to recall what has

w why been done, and continues to be done, on our
behalf to maintain the freedoms we often take
for granted.

dea of

ship Another new venture about to start during
as November is Ratby Community Cinema. Our
red Energize youth group is organising a

Community Cinema in Ratby Church on

/Vatrh Alternate Friday evenings beginning on Friday
hours November. Come and enjoy 'Cafe Church'from 6.30pm when hot dogs and snacks will be

ifer available to purchase before the film along withchat and music. The first film will be a comedy
these '^00' Runnings' (PG) about a Jamaican Bob

sleigh team. The film is free and is open to
anyone to attend. Please support this and

on future events if you are able to do so.

If all this isn't enough, dare I say it won't be
long before we begin special services on the
run up to Christmas. A friendly welcome awaits
everyone who comes along and we hope that
many of you will come along to your Parish
Church for a real celebration.

Ratby:

WATCH S
BATTERIES 1

& STRAPS

FITTED WHILE

YOU WAIT

ALL BRANDS

Sykes jewellers
8 Bradgate Road, Anstey
Tel: 0116 236 2510
www.sykesjewellers.co.uk

HIS and HERS

LADIES AND GENTS

HAIR DRESSING
Re-opened under New Management

OAPs REDUCED RATES

Appointments not always necessary.

156 STATION ROAD, RATBY

239 4429

WOT RATBY WEATHER @www.ratbvweather.co.uk brought to you by itech Repair Ltd.



PRESENTATION OF CHEQUES

Ratby's generous and good hearted residents
helped to raise the magnificent sum of £800 for
The Royal Anglian Regiment Benevolent
Fund, when they supported a Garden Party
held in the village on 30"^ May this year.

The cheque was presented to the Regiment at
an evening event organised by Helen Gray, and
held at the Forest Golf Club in Botcheston on

25^*^ September.

The money will be used to help the disabled or
severely wounded soldiers on their return home
from Afghanistan, and will go some way to
alleviating the financial worries of families when
they are suddenly, and sadly faced with
arranging a loved ones funeral.

DEADLINE for issue 146
FEBRUARY/MARCH 2011

FRIDAY 14th JANUARY

EDITOR 239 3367

ADVERTS 239 3279

ARTICLES 239 4873

Articles may be sent to 3 Ingle Drive
Or Email: sueboud@hotmail.com

Ratby Post Office
& Newsagents

Only £8
Passport Check & Send

Make sure your form's correct

^ Applications despatched by
Special Delivery

^ Priority treatment provided

Track your application online

30 Main Street - Tel; 2393001

Shop Hours:
Mon to Sat

6:00am - 5:30pm
(7:30pm Wed &Sat)

Post Office Hours:

Mon to Fri
9:00am to 5:30pm

Sat 9:00am to 12:30pm

COMMUNITY ORCHARD

APPLE DAY
For once the sun shone down on our APPLE

DAY juicing event on October 10^^. There had
been a good crop of apples this year, and we
had some available for tasting as well as
juicing.
The event was well attended by families and
other local people, who enjoyed the process of
chopping, 'scratting' (chopping up) and pressing
the fruit, and most of all tasting the juice.

* TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN*

I'd love to pen a dithyramb
to a sassy girl like Pam.
It's a pity, though, that I'm
hopeless at romantic rhyme
but then again, it could be Jane
or if it happened to be Brenda
a bunch of roses I would send her.
Come now, Hoz, now's not the time
To pander to St Valentine.
So if it's all the same to you
I think I'm going to stick with Sue!

RATBY CHEMIST LTD.
58 MAIN STREET LEG OLL

*FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION
SERVICE! *

From surrounding surgeries.
JUST PHONE US ON 239 3139 with your

requirements. We will process your
prescription with the surgery.

All you do is COLLECT IT from us, or we can
deliver to your home if needed.

You can e mail us with requirements;
Ratbvchemistltdfltaoi.com

'FOR EDUCATION THERE'S
MASTERCARD'

The government removes the cap on
university fees.

With the current recession, the importance of
university has risen drastically. Forty or fifty
years ago university was not an option for
many,who left education due to the expenses
involved and the pressure to enter work. Today
university is the next step in education, and the
only way to be sure of a well paid job in the
future.

The government announcement to remove the
cap on university tuition fees has resulted in
widespread discontent throughout the country.
The proposal is to allow universities to charge
up to £9000 a year, a staggering increase from
£3290. Despite the fact that universities
choosing to charge over £6000 a year will have
to offer bursaries or other forms of financial aid
to encourage students from poor backgrounds
to apply, this is still a colossal blow to students
everywhere wishing to continue their education.
Tensions have begun to rise in the coalition
government as a result of these proposals, as
the Liberal Democrats have been campaigning
to abolish tuition fees for six years. Lib Dem
party members have permission to abstain from
any vote that would result in increased fees,
and although many members have claimed
they will vote in opposition to the scheme, it is
unlikely that this will be enough to have any
effect on the plans, leaving students who voted
Lib Dem feeling deceived.
It is evident, therefore, that tuition fees will rise.
In addition the government has put restrictions
on the amount of students universities can
accept, and as a result university places will be
harder to obtain.

As a student planning to go to university in
2011, the increase in fees may not affect me,
however, the repercussions will. Universities
are expecting a huge surge in applications from
students trying to avoid the immense price the
government has put on education. As a result
more applicants will be turned away, leaving
college students wondering what to do next.
The proposal will have devastating long term
effects. The demand for jobs will be higher, and
as a result work will be harder to obtain, and
companies will have higher expectations of
their applicants, y

Even the students who manage to get a place
and take out a loan will leave university with
huge debts that they will spend their lives trying
to pay.
Who has the right to put a price on education?
The government's plans will destroy the dreams
of students all over the country. Education is
now just something else the poorest families
can't afford. ^
Rebecca Harrison

"Everything From A Blown Fuse ToA
Complete Rewire"

I Pauls Quauty Electri>:s
Your Local, Fully Qualified City&Guilds

ELECTRICIAN • ™.
Upgrading Old Fuse Boxes - Rewires - Alarm Systems

New Sockets & Lighting - All Domestic & Commercial Electncs

A . GOODWIN

CARPENmY, jOINEHY &
PROPERTY REPAIRS

0116 2387316 OR

MOBILE 0777 987 2211

FTTTED KITCHENS, BEDROOMS & BATHROOMS

PLUMBING

TIMBER & UPVC WINDOWS / DOORS &
PORCHES

FENCING & GATES

DECORATING, FLOOR & WALL TILING

PLASTERING & COVING

FASCIAS / SOFFITS & GUTTERING

SOLID & LAMINATE FLOORING

RADIATOR COVERS

PLUS ALL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

NO JOB TOO SMALL


