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RATBY OLD PEOPLES WELFARE HALL

VSHYBOCY

£1,000 boost for Ratby Old Peoples Welfare Hall

The Midlands Co-operative Society has donated £1,000 to Ratby's Old Peoples
Welfare Hall Committee as part of its Co-op Community Dividend reward scheme.
The money will be used towards the improvement of the hall for the Millennium. Lisa
Koeber, sales assistant from the local village store presented the cheque and a special
certificate to Welfare Hall Committee members Pat Willis and Jill Grey at "The Drop
In" , Thursday 10* September. Said a delighted Pat, "we are very grateful to the Co
op for this award it will help us start the funding for the modernisation of the hall."
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TOSHIBA NicamTelevision
• Nicam Digital StereoSound• Fastext
• 51cm Visible Screen

Model 2173DB

£299
LG

14" TVS Video

Conibi

• Auto Set-Up
• On Screen

Display
• Long Play
• Teletext

Model

Ki14U71X

20" Fastext Television

• Full Remote Control

• OnScreen Display • Sleep Timer
Model M2052 _

£177.99

£239.99

23-27 Station Road, Ratby, Leicestershire LE6 OJQ

Tel: Leicester (0116) 2394544
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SHARP
Mini DiscRadioCassette System
• 2x12.5WRMS • AM/FM withRDS

IHeadphone Socket

TRICITY BENDiX

Popular Plus
Slot In Electric
Cooker

• Large Fan Oven
• Full Width Grill
• 50cm Wide

Model SIE250W

thjtpubil
"Aquarius"
Wastiing
Machine

• Intelligent
Care System

• 1000 Spin
• Aquarius W/ash

System Plus
• Super Rinse
Model WM62 £339.99

dyson
("I"*

ppright Dual Cyclone
yacuum Gleaner

• No Loss of Suction
• Ideal forAllergy Sufferers
• Adaptive Brush Control

1200W High Efficiency Motor
Model DC03

£279.99

iLG

Refrigerator
• 4.6cu.ft.

(129 Litres)
Capacity

• H.850mm x

W.484mm x
549mm

• Adjustable Shelves
Model GR151

Model MD-X5H

£199.99 £249.99 £139.99
tEuronics Centres will beatany price

forthese products that have been
advertised In the National Press in the

UK up to week ending 29/11/98with
Cashback taken into account. All items

are availableat participating stores
only. £20 cashback is by claim-back
voucher. Voucher will be available in-

store at timeof purchase. All offers
end 9/12/98. UMITED OFFERS -

WHILE STOCKS LAST. Illustrations are

representationsonly. E&OE.
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CENTRES

YOl CAN TRUST El ROPES BIGGEST

l.\DEPE.N'DEM ELECTRIC.U BmiNG GROLP

Pacoi/en.lh'

RTV wishes all our customers a

Merry Christmas & a Happy New Yeari^^

http://www.kvisoft.com/pdf-merger/
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RATBY POST OFFICE
Main Street Ratby

Newsagent Confectionary
Tobacco

PHOTOCOPY SERVICE GREETINGS CARDS
HALLMARK, RUSTCR4FT ETC.

SHOE REPAIR AGENTS ^
4^ Open 7Days

•• Tel. 2393001 4^

CASTLE

OPTICIANS
Having to travel to Leicester

and park for just an
eye examination?

NOT ANY MORE!

Having to drag the children into
town after school?

NOT ANY MORE!

Budget to designer frames
to suit all price ranges

QWUIhJE VALUE ron MOhJ^

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO BROWSE

MAIN STREET KJRBY MUXLOE

0116 2394288

ALPINE
CLEANING
SERVICES '1

OFFICES : C.A.E.FETS
XHF-EE FIECE SUITES

"VETsTET X AJM BEIJNIE>S
BXJIEIDEES CLELfVN ETC

Geoff Wood
9 Femdale Drive, Ratby. Leicester LE6 OLM

Tel: 0116-2388396 Mobile: 0860 267141

QUALIFIED VISITING CHIROPODIST

Peter S Comley MSSCh. MBChA

Markfleld 01530 244887
24 Hour Ansaphone

Offers a Convenient & Professional Service
Registered Member of the

British Chirooodv Association
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IAppliance Servicing and Installation
I Breakdovm and Repair Services
IPlumbing and Heating Installation «• V'PJ «
IKitchen &Bathroom Design and Installation
IQuality Guaranteed by Experienced Engineers

6SAXONS RISE, RATBY, LEICS. LES ONE
• Tel: 0116 2393662

VPabari's ^atbu ^ews
5 Station Road. Ratby. ,

mm
liTel. 0116-2393287

For the Largest Selection in latby of
Beers, Wines and Spirits.

A vast choii:e of Confectionery and Soil Drinks.

A Large variety of Greeting Cards, Wrapping Paper
and Stationary.

• Newspapers &Magazines. j[
I Delivered lo your door daily. I

We are the agents for
SKETGHLEY DRY CLEANING.

Video Rental & Photocopying also available.

Opening Moiifsr
Mon • Fri 6.15 am to I pm A 2.30 pm lo 10 pm.
Saliirday 6.15 am to 10 pm.
Sundoy 7.30 am to 2 pm ft 7 pm lo 9 pm.

COME IN AND SEE FOR YOURSELF

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 1996 RATfiV

CAROL SERVICE
holy COMMUNION
family service

METHODIST CHURCH

13 DECEMBER 4.00 PM

24 DECEMBER 11.30 PM

25 DECEMBER 9.80 AM

PARISH CHURCH

20 DECEMBER 10.30 AM

6.00 PM

24 DECEMBER 6.00 PM

11.30 PM

25 DECEMBER ^.00 AM
10.30 AM

nativity play d holy communion
UNITED CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICE
CRIB SERVICE
holy COMMUNION
holy COMMUNION
CHRISTMAS MORNING SERVICE

M.H. HARDY
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STEPPING STONES PROJECT

The Stepping Stones Photographic Project has now
been completed. Many thanks to the Stirling work
of Horace Gamble whose knowledge of Ratby was
of tremendous help. Thanks also to Jill Gray and
Sue Boud who finished the project by producing the
collage. Jill also produced an excellent second
collage which will be framed to hang in the Library
for everyone to see - this was produced out of the
balance of the photos that had been cut up to
produce the original collage.

PROPOSED MILLENNIUM

PHOTOGRAPHIC PROJECT

In the last two issues there have been appeals
for volunteers who would assist in taking
photographs of events and changes in our village in
1999 and 2000. To get funding we need 12 people
who are willing to assist with the project. Included
in the funding will be a workshop to give volunteers
a better knowledge of photography (should they
need it). Please note, we are not looking for 'David
Bailys'

In the past 4 months we have not had anyone
express an interest in the project - all we need is 12
out of a total population of approximately 3,700!!
Do you want to turn Ratby into a dormitory village
or retain a village of identity? The choice is yours.
Please telephone the Parish Clerk on 239 0167 and
be part of this worthwhile project.

s.
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CELEBRATION CONCERT

Ratby Co-operative Band once again delighted an
appreciative audience at their annual celebration
concert. The event was held at Groby Community
College on Saturday October 3rd Music both
familiar and new ensured a varied and entertaining
evening.
The Senior Band began the concert with some well
loved favourites, 'The Yeoman of the Guard',
(Sullivan and Sargent), "Nessun Dorma", and
"Brillante", a Fantasy on Rule Britannia".
The relatively new Mid Band presented a lively lead
up to the interval, with perhaps "Singing in the Rain"
an entertaining highlight.
The second half surprised us with a change of mood,
as The Big Band, complete with bright waistcoats
and jazzy stands played what were clearly very
popular and swinging hits; "Maple Leaf Rag",

"Sugar Blues", and "St Louis Blues March", to name
just three.
Go and hear this Band when you get a chance ifyou
have never done it before. You won't regret it!
The Junior and Training Bands will be performing a
Christmas Carol Concert at Ratby Church Rooms at
6pm on Saturday December 5th. Tickets il.
The Senior Band are performing at Snibston
Discovery Park on Saturday December 12th.
Don't forget the CHRISTMAS CONCERT at Groby
Community College on Sunday December 13th.
The Bands will be playing carols around the village
on Sunday December 20th. ,
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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
to all our Customers.

Dofdt be left out in the cold!
Bookings still being takenfor Christmas

'Twofor one menu running through December
Lunchtimes Monday to Friday.

^on'tforget IRISH NIGHTevery Thursday,
'y^with Ned O'GradylI Free Irish Food

for orders andreservations, j)Cease
teCejyfione; oii6 2392103

Mlage

David Grimshaw, from Earl Shilton, is so enthusiastic
about collecting and repairing clocks tliat he initiated the
Old Clock Club for like minded individuals. Tlie

passionate love of his hobby was well demonstrated by
his lively and amusing commentary on his selection of
slides which he presented at the September meeting.
Altliough it was entitled 'Antique Clocks' it also embraced
some as late as tire J950s for tlie simple reason that
plastic clock cases, which because they were cheap and
undistmguished looking, were soon discarded and tliose
survivmg are now valuable collector's items! Many and
various are the materials which were used in tlie past for
their manufacture from wood, porcelain and metal even
gold! Tlie designs are mnumerable from tire elegant to
the bizarre and his favourites are tire wooden cased Black

Forest clocks, omately carved, usually witli animal motifs
and including the cuckoo clocks. Even if one has no
interest m tire aesthetics of the domestic clock, but merely
for its use as a timepiece, the fascinating spectnim of the
clock- makers art was enough to remind one how soul
less and mundane are tire modern digital creations.

Another enthusiast, but this time for the brilliant

portrayal on slides of flowers, is Mr Peter Barton of
Cropston. His subject at tire October meeting was 'Herbs
Ancient and Modem', an extremely wide field embracmg
tire culinary, aromatic and medical varieties of well
known, and tire more obscure, cultivated, and wild plants
which can be put to good use rather than exist just for
omamentation. Tliere were some surprismg mclusions, a
few of which are often thouglit of as weeds, which have
most useftil properties given the riglit knowledge of the
subject.

If one were rash enough to believe, 111 total, the writings
of the 17tlr Century herbalist, Culpepper, there is no
known ailment under the sim, and a few more besides,
which cannot be cured by employing the riglit recipe
concocted from tlie appropriate plants - from dandelions
to simflowers! The one which stretched mcredulity
beyond all limits were certain berries which if mbbed on
the neck would be guaranteed to deter unwanted guests
from outstaying their welcome.

One wonders whether it might work on double-glazing
salesmen''
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Dear Editor,
Thank you for the recipe for Yum Yum cakes in the
October Wot!. My friends and I cooked them. They
certainly live up to their name!.
Could Scrivener send in more recipes for students
please?

CP

Thanks again,
Not so starving student. o

(name and address supplied) ^

O V ^

oC

A. H. COLEY
Plumbing & Heating Repairs,

New Installations, Bathrooms, Showers,

For a full range ofservices contact:

^ 4, Saxons Rise
yf Ratby ^

Leicestershire LE6 ONF 1
Telephone: 0116-2394277

JULIE'S
HAIRDRESSING

% MAIN STREET. RATBY <
• i '

^ Traditional &Modern ^
Styling r

^ *0
Telephone: 2392406



H
[Ratbt) 'patM) douncit

CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS
This year the Parish Council is holding its Carol
Service on Wednesday, 16th December at 7.30.
The Ratby Co-op Band will provide the musical
accompaniment. Once again the Governors of
Ratby Primaiy School have kindly given permission
for the service to be held in the school grounds.
Please note that car-parking is not allowed in the
school grounds.
Mr Crockett of the Leicester City Fire Brigade
Museum Society has agreed to do the Santa run and
after the Carol singing the Ratby Old Peoples
Welfare Committee wilL once again, offer
refreshments in the Welfare Hall to all those taking
part.

A special word of thanks to Colin Pavne and the
First Ratby Scout Group for their Trojan work with
the Christmas tree and lights, and to John Cawrey
for assistance with erecting the tree.
Thanks also to the Girl Guides for adding festive
decoration to the tree.

The evening should be an excellent start to the

festive season.

Merry diristmas and aHappy New Year to all
our residents.

CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING
If you use anatural tree this year please note that
the Borough Council will again be operating a
Christmas Tree recycling scheme. From Twelfth
Night until Sunday, 17 January 1999 the site at the
bports Club car par, Desford Lane will be available.

Li best WISHES FOR ^
CHRISTMAS

past present &future elieuts.

MELSWAY
driving school

OH CHRISTMAS TREE

When Queen Victoria and Prince Albert decorated a

tree at Windsor in 1841 they started a new fashion.
It was a revival of the ancient tradition of bringing
greeneiA' into the home. As far back as the Iron Age
trees were 'dressed' and evergreens decorated for
The Winter Solstice.

The Norway Spruce is the traditional festive tree, its
needles lingering in carpets until almost the next
winter. In his fascinating guide. 'Flora Britannica',
Richard Mabey includes a greeting from a London
industrial cleaning firm. The rhyme was printed on a
Hoover bag:

On the Trail of the Lonesome Pine Needle

You'll find them in the budgie's cage,
and in the baby's cot.

You can afford to leave no stone
Unturned, no tender foot unsocked

It's mid-July, you call out, "Waiter,
what's this In my soup^".
He replies "Norwegian Tarragon
according to the cook"

Nowadays there are a range of strategies for
preventing this problem, sprays to fix the needles
new varieties of evergreen trees which retain their
needles longer, and of course, artificial trees.
In these days of environmental concerns, it could be

ve^ the loft for

vT T'f° for several
Vhat are the processes mvoKed in manufacturitit,
artificial trees, and what happens to theni when they
are discarded in landfill sites' Perhaps there are
env,ro„t.ental,sts in the village who can enlighten

The Holly Bears The Crown

That other Christmassy tree, the holly, is a native of
our hedgerows, unlike the commercially planted
Norway Spruce in Martinshaw Wood.

In ancient times holly was a fertility symbol, and a
charm against witches. It was brought into the house

\ at the winter solstice, with ivy and mistletoe, and
. usually taken down on twelfth night. In some parts
I of the country it was left hanging indoors until

Shrove Tuesday, when it was used to make the fire
for cooking pancakes.
In the Christian Church the prickly holly leaves came
to represent Christ's crown of thorns, and the berries
his blood.

The Mistletoe Bough

Flolly, ivy, and mistletoe were the traditional plants
for kissing boughs and wreaths. Kissing under the

mistletoe is probably the most widely practised of
the ancient traditions, even wlieo the plaot Is a
plastic imitation. To our ancestors, this parasitic
plant seemed magical, able tO SUrvive with 110 rOOtS.
It was believed to have amazing powers.
Although mistletoe grows on awider variety of trees
than was formerly believed, the loss of traditional
orchards in recent years has deprived the plant of
one of its favourite hosts, the apple tree. Much of
the mistletoe on sale in our markets today is
^itdfroiNonnaiUj-"*
tip *. iht R*
Lllshed we .pay have our own home-grown
mistletoe'̂

r

MILLENIUM

Next year we want to create a special edition of
Wot! .

Please let us know what events you are planning so
that we can give them advance publicity. There will
be a pull-out and keep special events diary. . .so your
occasion needs to be in there! We also intend to
feature every local business in a New Millenium
good wishes display.
We could feature a historical review... so
photographs and memories will be welcomed. And
what about a "Ratby" in the future section^ What
would you like to see develop during the first years
of the new milleniumf Watch this space!

1ST ratbY scout group

WYEAHS EA'E ^

lUllili lUUCE
PHIITV

AT

haTBY tHXjRCH
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£5.50
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WOTTA LOTTA ROT WE GOT

Wot causes rot''

Wet, that's wot.
Dry it's not.

Yes no spoof.
Still want proof
Ask tlie church roof

So wot to do"!*

Make appeal unto you
folk good and true

Please do not feel

tlie urge to squeal.
Tlie need IS real!

We crowed like tlie cock

when we fixed up the clock
Now Fate's come to knock

our finances to rock

iC. GEflJRXsSONS

FAMILY VIDEO QUIZ

Ratby Church will be holding a
Family Video Quiz on Saturday January 9'̂ ,

Come and try out your knowledge of popular TV
programmes, and help us raise funds for the

roof.

Admission £5 per family, £2 per person.
Refreshments available.

•StJieUal
the CHAMHOH BAKER& 1L ' see and try our tango of ; J J

y ~ 66 Varieties of Bread
34 Varieties of Cobs, Rolls, etc.

~ ^ Ir-—^ 200 Varieties of Cakes and Pastries

rerssot

-n AnjrtJ J5 ^

VISIT OUR OLDE WORLDE SHOP ^ FlLLED GCBS
WEDDING .CELEBRATION ANOVELTY CAKES OUR SPECIALITY

CGEARY &SONS STATION ROAD >RATBV Leicester 2386600

23 BEAT

Christmas is foremost in everyone's
mind and presents are appearing and
multiplying in most households. It is
an exciting time for most of us and the
giving of presents is thrilling.
There are some people who like
receiving these presents - even though
they are not meant for them!
Presents are often leftonclear display
in cars andat home. The temptation is
too much for the would be thief or

burglar and all too often Christmas is
ruined when all your presents are
stolen

Don't make it easy for these people.
Keep presents out of sight and be
security conscious over he Christmas
and New Year period.

GOOD NEWS! Crime in the village
has fallen dramatically overthe past
couple of months. The crime figures
below are from 1/10/98 - 26/11/98.

3 Assault

4 Burglary Dwelling
2 Burglary Other Than Dwelling
3 Damage
3 Damage To M/Vehicle
1 Theft

1 Theft Cycle
3 Theft From M/Vehicle
2 Theft Of M/Vehicle

22reported crimes over a 57day
period!

Neighbourhood Watch iscontinuing to
expand in Ratby. However, some of
the original schemes have lapsed and
volunteer co-ordinators have not come
forward. In such cases NHW signs
have been removed from that Street or
Roadand are beingusedto supplement
signs elsewhere. If you want to restart

a scheme then either contact myself or
the NHW chairman Mr Barry O'Hare
Tel;- 2386226.

Julia and myself would like to wish
you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!

PC Rob Showed

PIPS PRIVATE HIRE

0116-239-0909

RATBY GROBY KIRBY MUXLOE
AIRPORTS LOCAL & DISTANCE

E.M.A.

B'ham

Luton

H'row

£15.00

£23.50

£35.00

£52.00

O.A.P'S r.RFF.N TOKENS TAKEN

main street ratby

M.O.T. TESTS

I r ARS fPETROT -DIESEL)
and

iuotorcycles

M.O.T. HOURS 9.00 -4.15 Monday to Friday
(Closed for lunch 1- 2)

T^lpnhone f0116) 2394966



Leicestershire

Constabulary

The next meeting ofthe Braunstone Area Police/Community Consultative Group will take place
at 7.30pm on Monday 7"* December at St. Mary's Social Centre, St. Mary's Avenue, Braunstone
Town.

Members of the public are invited to come along and discuss issues concerning the policing of
their area with senior officers. These include matters relating to traffic, local crime.
Neighbourhood Watch and crime prevention. Individual cases cannot be discussed at the
meeting, but they can beaddressed to Inspector Steve Hastings atBraunstone Police Station.
Anyone wishing to have an item put onto the agenda cancontact:-

Mrs. KathWallace, Chairperson Tel: 01162916692
Insp. Steve Hastings, Braunstone Police Tel: 0116 2483414

Jan 13"*
Feb 10"'
Mar 10"'
Apr 14"'
May 12*"
Jun

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
THE PLOUGH, RATBY

MEET SECOND WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH 7.30p.m.

SPEAKERS FOR JANUARY 1999 - JUNE 1999

THE MODERN ARMY Sgt Chris Boothby Royal Logistic Corps
THE McMILLIAN CANCER RELIEF Maureen Green
THE R.S.P.C.A. Ken Schofield
TOCH- H jyir FrankJohnson
THE SIEGE OF LEICESTER Virginia Wright
A WALKTHROUGH VICTORIAN LEICESTER Derick Seaton

Talks to be arranged!
Royal National Lifeboat Ins, Crime and Prevention. The Salvation Army, Hedge Hogs. Fungi.
Welford Road Cemetery.

PORTER'S DISCOUNT
CUIRPETS

121/3 STATION ROAD
RATBY, LEICESTER

Tel: (0116) 239 3238 / 239 5202

Mobile 0860 551142

sH.our

TUEKISH DEUQHT

Ingredients
1 LBS (454 g) Granulated Sugar
1 Oz (28 g) Gelatine
Vz PINT (10 Fluid ozs) Cold Water
2 TEASPOONS Orange Flower Water
+2 Teaspoons Cornflour - Blended
WITH 2 OR 3 TEASPOONS COLD WATER

Method

Fill 7" square tin with cold water
Put1/2 PINT COLD WATER INTO LARGE SAUCEPAN

SPRINKLE GELATINE ON AND LEAVE TO SOAK

Put OVER VERY LOW I-lEAT TO DISSOLVE
ADD SUGAR - STIR UNTIL DISSOLVED

Bring to the boil -- boil for 6 minutes
STIRRING OCCASIONALLY

REMOVE FROM HEAT - STIR IN BLENDED CORNFLOUR.

REBOIL for 1 MIN. REMOVE FROM HEAT
Add very little amount of colouring ~ pale pink

Empty cold water from tin a pour mixture in
When quite set, cut into squares a toss in mixture of
ICING SUGAR a CORNFLOUR

Leave for 2 days to thoroughly dry.

VARlATlONfi INSTEAD OF ORANGE FLOWER WATER

Lemon juice - colour pale yellow

Peppermint oil or essence - pale green

DEADLINE

LETTERS ARTICLES AND ADVERTS
FOR THE

FEBRUARY ISSUE

OF WOT!

IS THURSDAY 21^^ JANUARY.

EDITOR 2393367
ARTICLES 2394873

ADVERTS 2393279 or 2394873
LETTERS ETC. TO THE LIBRARY,

3 INGLE DRIVE or 10 GROBYROAD.

The views expressed are die views of
individual contributors and do notnecessarily
reflect the views of the pubhshers.
The inclusion of an advertiser in the
magazine does not imply recommendation by
"WOT" or its organisers

DE Verdun Children's Day
Nursery,

Newbold Verdon.
(10 minutes drive from Ratby).

Our highlyqtialified staff offer excellent care
in a safe stimulating and happy environment.

Care from birth to schoolage. Full and
flexible part time places available and we

open all year round.

Registered with Leicestershire Social
Services.

To come and meet us call:-

Jo Walsh R.G.N. H.V. S.N.Cert
01455 828853


