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Its that time of year again when our thoughts turn to
things such as fairy lights, food, friends and a fat
man in a red suit bringing presents and good cheer.
It's a time to get together and offer seasonal
greetings and renew friendships.

The Carol Service on 17th December is a date for
your calendar when everyone can join in with the
Ratby Junior Band and raise your voice in
celebration of the birth of Christ. By kind
permission of the Governors of Ratby Primary
School the service will take place in the school
grounds and will commence at 7.00p.m. (Please
note that car-parking is not allowed in the school
grounds.)

Mr Crockett of the Leicester City Fire Brigade
Museum Society will ensure that Santa puts in an
appearance and will also encourage you to part with
some money for those less fortunate than ourselves.
Afterwards there will be refreshments in the
Welfare Hall for which we can thank Ratby Old
Peoples Welfare Committee.

The evening should make an excellent start to the
festive season and we hope that as many of you as
possible will join in. There is something about
standing in the cold wind and rain and singing
Carols which reminds us about the real reason for
the celebration of Christmas.

*OFFER PERIOD 02/12/97 TO 24/12/97
SEE YOUR LOCAL ZANUSSI DEALER FOR

L1085 FL1085AL
000/600/500rpm  Economy Button
Spin Speeds Half Load Button
- Quick 'n’ Clean Rinse Hold Button
~ Constant Balance  sjow Spin Button
| Spinning SoftTech Styling

Man. Rec. Price. £499.99

SAVE £120
Trdae In price £379.99

FL1082

1000/600rpm Spin  Half Load Button
Speeds Rinse Hold Button

Nexus Construction  Economy Button

Constant Balance  SoftTech Styling
Spinning

Man. Rec. Price. £489.99

SAVE £130

Trade In price £359.99

Wash N' Dry
Heavy Soil Button Optlc;n .

Two Temperature
Economy Button Turbodry

Rinse Hold Button

Man. Rec. Price. £519.99

. SAVE £70
Trade In price £479.99

23-27 Station Road, Ratby;,

Leicestershire LE6 0JQ
Tel" I eicester (011R) 27394544

HERE’S NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME T0 BUY ZANUSSI
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Plumbing & Heating Repairs,
New Installations, Bathrooms, Showers,

For a full range of services contact:
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4, Saxons Rise
Ratby
Leicestershire LE6 ONF
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B Appliance Servicing and Installation ¢9RG,
B Breakdown and Repair Services

B Plumbing and Heating Installation & g
B Kitchen & Bathroom Design and Installation < #Sape *

B Quality Guaranteed by Experienced Engineers

BOILER SERVICED

6 SAXONS RISE, RATBY, LEICS. LEG ONF
W Tel: (0116 2393662

Telephone:  (0116-2394277
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Issue 67

At six issues per year we are now entering our
twelfth. During the years we have seen many
changes but some of the advertisers have been with
us all the issues:-

Geary’s Bakeries

His “N”” Hers

Julie’s Hairdressing

Pabari’s Ratby News,

Porter’s Discount Carpets

Ratby Post Office

Ratby T.V.

We thank them all for their continued involvement in
the mag.

We must support our locals shops, I would imagine
it’s becoming more and more difficult for them with
all the competion particularly from the out of town
stores. You all must have seen a steady decline in
our local shops. What’s going to happen when the
there are no local shops left and big shops have all
the business? There will be no cheap prices then! 1
hear about various goods price’s coming down but I
don’t see it happening.

Support your local shops.

THE RATBY GOURD SOCIETY'S ANNUAL
DISPLAY

A very exciting year was had by the Gourd Growers of
Ratby this year. The photo shows some of this years
Gourds, regular readers will recognise some new
varieties.

Tt can be seen that there are no, “travelling” gourds here!
Ivor Bigun.

It does appear that some societies do grow their Gourds
much larger then we do in Ratby. Examples have been
seen this year in Leeds Castle where the fruits have been
left to grow to perhaps twice the size of ours in Ratby.

Comment and observations would be most welcome.
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Cottage Craftgman
General Builders and plan drawers
Extentions to Kitchens,Lounges,Garages, single
and double storeys ALSO ~ Garden walling ~
~ Ceramic wall and floor tiling ~ Replacement,
windows,softwood,hardwood or UPVC ~ Patios
~ Block Paving ~ Fencing ~ UPVC facia and
soffit board renewals ~ Plans drawn
and submitted to local authority approvals.
For Prompt attention / Over 20 yrs
Tel (0116) 2387325 Mob (0802) 728031

RATBY POST OFFICE |,
Main Street Ratby L
Newsagent Confectionary |
Tobacco &

PHOTOCOPY SERVICE GREETINGS CARDS Do
HALLMARK, RUSTCRAFT ETC. g‘
SHOE REPAIR AGENTS g} K

l@ Open 7 Days %o.n ‘
o Tel. 2393001 AL (e

PORTER’S DISCOUNT

CARPETS

i21/3 STATION ROAD

RATBY, LEICESTER
Tel: (0116) 239 3238 / 239 5202
Mobile 0860 551142

)}RA’TBY ¢ LEICESTER®
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Have you noticed how time has stood still in Ratby? The Summer, Autumn and Winter
months have moved on and people have been on holidays, celebrated birthdays,
anniversaries and weddings. They have been to work, retired, moved in and out of our
village yet all this while Ratby has remained in a ‘Brigadoon’ state. No it hasn't

vanished for a hundred years and become lost in the mists of time, but for too long the
time has remained at 10 past 5!

RATBY 2392103

'* FILLET STEAK “F‘&

(min 60z uncooked weight)

& 5 BOTTLE OF WINE

Served with chips for just £6 per person

Available throughout November & December Monday - Saturday 12-2 & 6-9.30 * Sunday 12-2 &9.30
Don’t miss out on this superb offer

CHRISTMAS ‘w? SUNDAY 7 i
B‘l’( ,
ARTY MENU .I" LUNCHES

°
' STARTERS Served every Sunday 12.00-2.00
Spring Vegetable Soup * Crispy Coated Mushrooms & Garlic Dip » Seafood Cocktail * Pate |
MAIN COURSE A choice of roasts served with potatoes, |
Sirl f Beef & Yorkshire Pudding j
R ke B e P Snuce - i & Broceol ihivier (V) vegetables & Yorkshire Pudding

Allserved vith ""“‘&";;"V';;’;‘;;“”'““"“ of vegetables In three sizes to suit every appetite

&C
g bt G Cut s || Small £3.75 « Medium £4.75 « Large £5.75

Coffee & Mints Full menu also available
Mince Pies Bookings available 12.00 or 1.45 P /

We still have availability on the above Party Men vail ble up to 23rd Decembher.
Bookings only. Plzmphmufo etails.
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4l
)
EVE EVE Posters and details from your resident timelords who are:
Ticket onl ) | Diane & Alan Spencer
lCKet onty - Tardis Address: 45 Dane Hill Ratby
Entry £3 each night 3 Course Meal : | Telephone: 0116 239 4868
On sale from December 1st o\
Ifyou a;f) ::-:i:tgr;n:s ol::c'mal menu ‘} £12.50 Inclusive 4 Let’'s make sure this campaign goes Iike clockwork!
A special Evemng oY, . ) ]
OACE . . as Appliance 6 Saxons Rise, Rathy, Leicester LE6 ONF.
with games, spot prizes, JZP$BIX] Ring for details ™\ Sponsored by Gas Applia Tel: Office 01162303662
promotions & specials /7| ¢ g\ 4 L Services - Leicester
R — (Tele: Leicester 239 2103)- " -
e _



Ratby Parish Council

Remembrance Sunday - a special service was held

on 9th November by the War Memorial to honour
those who lost their lives at war . Ratby Co-
operative band played beautifully and it was a very
moving occasion to help us remember those who
ensured that we enjoy peace today.

Play Equipment - many of you will have noticed
the new play-equipment at the Ferndale Drive play
ground. It cost over £2,000 to supply and install
and is meant to be used by older children. We trust
that it will give a lot of pleasure to those who use it.

New Seats - A new bench seat has been installed to
replace the one vandalised at the corner of
Markfield Road / Main Street and we note that it is
already being enjoyed by many. Arrangements are
being made for the replacement of the vandalised
seat in the Ferndale Drive toddler play area.
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GENTS HAIR DRESSING
OAPs welcome any day at
reduced rates

STYLING BLOW DRYING
COLOURING SETTING
TRIMMING PERMING

Tuesday to Saturday
6.00am - 5.30pm Tuesday to Friday
6.00am - 12.30 Saturday

{Ki% Appointments not always

o0
e necessary ®
&%5}6 Station Road Rag;ﬂ 43}

Tel 2394429

A Community
For Ra

A small group of people have met twice in Raiby to
talk about creating a Community Orchard in the
Village. For some time the Parish Council has been
considering this possibility. Samantha Forster, the
Urban Fringe Officer from the County Council
arranged for Paul Hand of Bees and Trees' tp come to
the Library and give a stimulating presentation on
Community Orchards. We all got excited by the idea
and organised another meeting in November.

We've now decided on some aims which include
creating an attractive and interesting area, fostering a
sense of community, helping preserve native and local
apple trees and encouraging wildlife. So far ‘
representatives from a cross-section of the Commumity
have attended or expressed interest.

We've selected the site on Taverner Drive for the first
part of the Project. We've taked about the idea !hat -
people in the Village who are interested in having fruit
trees on small sites near their house could be involved
in looking after those trees. We've also talked about
the idea of people planting trees in memory of therr
loved ones. We're working with the British Trust for
Conservation Volunteers to apply to Barclays Bank for
financial support.

We now need help. We need information about any
local varieties of apples or other fruit that may have
been traditionally grown in the arca. We need to know
if there are any varieties of fruit, especially apples, that
Ratby people would like to cat. We need local people
of all ages with enthusiasm or expertise or both to get
involved in designing, preparing the site, planting and
caring for the trees and eventually eating the fruit! We
need representatives of local organisations to involve
their members.

STOP PRESS © -

New Parish Council Office - Planning approval
has been received for the construction of a new
office in the Church Rooms. We hope to provide
the full details in the next issue of WOT.

 Orchard :
tby. ’

If a good cross-section of Ratby people get involved,
we could develop a beautiful feature for the Village,
and help build the community. Imagine coming into
Ratby in Spring and seeing the apple blossom.
Imagine the delight in Autumn of being able to walk
to Tavemer Drive and pick some ripe tasty, Ratby

apples, so different from the over packaged, over
transported fruit from the supermarket.

The next meeting of the Community Orchard Group
will be on Monday 19th. January 1998 .
Come along if you are interested. Why

not complete the slip below to tell us what you think
and drop it at the Library in the box provided.

Please tick as appropriate

I support the idea of a Comunity Orchard for Ratby.

I like the following varieties of

I would like to help by:-

a. Researching local Apple fruit vareties.

b. Helping to prepare the site.

c. Locating and purchasing trees.

d Planting trees.

e Caring for trees.

Please give‘us any commezts cr informaton you have
about local fruit trees or varieties on a seperate piece
of paper.

Name

Address

Tel. No.

N seemy,,
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trees

TWELFTH NIGHT is sometimes called Twelfth-day Eve. Old

Christmas Eve or the Eve of the Epiphany. After the change from the

Old to the New Style, certain districts continued, as far as possible, to

keep their Christmas on 6 January, and to wassail their apple treeson

17 January, sometimes called Old Twelfth Night, or on 18 January,
sometimes called Old Twelfth Day.

Twelfth Night is the start of the period when farmers used to
wassail their orchards; this was believed to charm the trees which
would result in a good crop the following season. Every district or
county had its own specific date for carrying out this time-honoured
procedure, which reached a peak around 17 January. Much lamb's
wool (roasted apples, sugar, ginger, nutmeg, cinnamon, and wine
and/or ale) was prepared for the wassail bowl, which was carried to
the orchard where a toast was given and echoed by the assembled
company in booming tones. The wording of the toast varied from

place to place, but the following are typical:

Health to thee, good apple tree,
Whence thou may'st bud and whence thou may'st blow,
And whence thou may'st have apples enow.
Hats full, caps full,
Three bushel bags full
And my pockets full too.

Wassail the trees, that they may bear
Many a plum, and many a pear;
For more or less fruits they will bring
As you do give them wassailing.
Wassail, wassail all over the town,
Our toast is white, our ale is brown;
Our bowl &s made of the maple tree,
We begood fellows all, I drink to thee.

J

®
S
BEST WISHES FOR
CHRISTMAS
A HAPPY NEW YEAR from MEL
to all past present & future clients.

MELSWAY
DRIVING SCHOOL

Mel Shipley pot.ADLMIAM

Tel Leicester 2386149

3 Barton Close
g>Ratby ‘ ‘
Pz —




By tradition a pilgrimage, made to a holy shrine, has to
be undertaken on foot. Those who, nowadays, travel by
car, coach, train or plane are not, in reality, genuine
pilgrims but Mr Frank Mackey, who gave a talk at the
September meeting entitled “The Pilgrimage to Santiago’,
considered that riding a bicycle was just as gruelling
therefore admissible. Even so he gave the impression that
he had made the journey not in spiritual pursuit but out of
interest and curiosity. He joined the pilgrims way in
western France where he then had some 500 miles to
travel before reaching Santiago in Northem Spain,
supposedly the burial place of St. Peter the Apostle,
(being one of several others in Europe!) Along the route
he visited. Lourdes and other Holy places photographing
the many ancient carvings which were the visual aids of
past centuries for those unable to read or study religious
history. The trip was not without its hazards for after a
spill from his machine he suffered a broken nose and had
to be ferries off to hospital by a family in a camper van
who had earlier befriended him. Seemingly his bicycle,
and camera were more fortunate than he and later, after
sampling the hospitality of the Basque people, safely
reached his intended goal. No mean feat for one who had
not taken up cycling until middle age!

For a complete change, at the October meeting, we
enjoyed a talk without slides ~ well, not quite because a
trombone was central to the topic of ‘Brassy Tales’. This
was Croft Silver Band’s bass trombone player John
Deacon’s first public appearance as a raconteur and
because he is also an avid angler threw in a few fishy
tales for good measure. His two most hilarious stories
(though undoubtedly not funny at the time of enactment)
happened when he was serving in an RAF military band.
One occurred during a concert performance of
Tchaikowski’s overture 1812 in which sound effects of
heavy gunfire and church bells are incorporated. To
make it more realistic it was planned to detonate small
charges of explosive in large cannisters whose lids, held
by flexible cables, would lift at the appropriate moment
emitting a BOOM and a puff of smoke. Unfortunately
one of the technicians involved had, either by way of a
practical joke or being inebriated, put into one of the
drums a.much larger charge than necessary. At the point
in the score when the ‘cannon fire’ Joins in there was a
huge explosion and the lid flew up to the ceiling of the

hall which soon became filled with smoke.
Performance abandoned! M

Ratby Pillage Society

The second, which almost beggars belief, took place in
Skegness at an illuminations switch-on ceremony where
someone had dreamed up this most unlikely scenario.
The band sat on a floating island, in the lake, on which
there was a foot treadle to actuate the lighting. A baby
elephant was to be ferried across to the pontoon to
perform the actual

switching on. When the creature stepped onto the
‘bandstand’ it began to rock and the elephant, not having
acquired it’s sea-legs, stumbled about and eventually put
one foot down, crushingly, on John’s trombone which
until then had laid neatly at this feet. It was not the
elephant which appeared before the C.O. next day but
bandsman Deacon for negligently allowing an expensive
piece of equipment, belonging to Her Majesty, to be
written off !

QUALIFIED VISITING CHIROPODIST

Peter S Comley MSSCh. MBChA

SaTan Y

Markfield 01530 244887
24 Hour Ansaphone

Offers a Convenient & Professional Service
Registered Member of the

British Chiropody Association

MAIN STREET RATBY

M.O.T. TESTS
CARS (PETROL - DIESEL)

and
MOTORCYCLES

M.O.T. HOURS 9.00-4.15 Monday to Friday
(Closed for lunch 1 - 2)

Telephone (0116) 2394966

PIN-UP FIREMAN
Set to light fires!

Ratby Fireman, Brian Anderson, has been chosen
to appear as “Mr November” in the original
British Firefighters Calendar.

Brian, 29, of Robins Field, was nominated by his
wife. He is a full time active firefighter at East
Midlands Airport and is the first ever airport
fireman to appear in The Calendar.

Proceeds from the sale of The Calendar go to the
Fire Service National Benevolent Fund. VYou can
buy your own copy for £5.99 from the Aviation
Gift and Hobby Centre at East Midlands Airport.

g

g Why not discover your Slter £go?

Health, Beauty and Weight Management Treatmfm‘ts i1.1 comfortable
surroundings, with friendly trained staff. We specm!xse in complete packages
including full assessment, nutritional advice, vitamin consultancy, bodywraps'
and full range of health and beauty treatments to help you look and feel great!

10% OFF a range of treatments when you produce this advert!

Keep that summer tan topped up on our high quality sunbeds!
Get ready for Xmas

Unlimited toning tables for £30

10 Eurowaves £85 and get Half Bodywrap free

Metabolic rate, vitamin consultancy and diet advice all for £25

Book 2 Bodywraps for £70 and get 1 free
Book 3 Eurowaves for £30 and get 1 free

3 Castle Road, Kirby Muxloe Telephone (0116) 2392977
Try us....and discover your other self!

~




FAMILY QUIZ EVENING KN N P b '
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On Saturday 10" January 1998, Ratby D|D YOU Ratby - ag 662@ aﬁaﬁza %s?%f\b%
Methodist Church is holding a aquiz evening. il 5 Station Road Ratby. Tel: 239 3287 >
commencing at 7.00pm. You are invited to YOU have a B Carlsberg Special Brew £4.79  aPack We wish all our customers New & ©1d, a very
enter a team of 4 - 6 people. as a family or LOCAL INDEPENDANT OPTICIAN, Tennents Super £4.79  4Pack MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR
organisation. giving vour team a. “*hame”. CASTLE GPTICIANS Stella Artois £3.99 4 Pack Offers from 08/12/97 to 04/01/98.
The number of teams will be limited so early 47.MAIN STREET. KIRBY MUXLTE Super Ice 5% Premium Lager £2.69 4 Pack Strongbow 2 ltr Bottles £2.59
booking is advised. The cost will be £1.25 per Diamond White Cider Cans £3.39 4 Pack Turbo White Cider 2 ltr Bottles £2.29
person and a deposit of £3 per team is :\ile1u1\%:—ni%;ﬁm::;;:sni;; ALWAYS Skol £5.00 8 Pack Moet & Chandon Champagne £16.99
required on aeelication, with the balance ;n;e:h:;eijieuxgolxljfgge:;alx;::alzmer\e: 10% DISCOUNT Grolsch 99p each Ernest & Julio Gallo - Dry Reserve £4.99 each
pavable on the night. The closing date for compromised. By the inability to upgly FOR Boddingtons 89p each Ruby Cabernet, Cabernet Sauvignon or 2 for
application is Wednesday 7% January. [t is a the latest hi-tech products. SENIGR CITIZENS Guiness Original 89p each French Colombard, Chenin Blanc £9.00
written auiz organised by Gordon Jelley ot Our own “Or::ohciisspeeds e CITLDREN ARE Hoopers Hooch - 99p eac(z Selection of Bulgarian , Italian, Pick any
Glenfield and vou are assured of an enjovable . ES?ECIALLY Deal 1 - Buy any 10 & get 1 Bf)(tlefree French & German Red & White wines 2 for £5
evening. Refreshments are included and there EXAMINATIONS (p\zEI\J/C,SRI\g) Deal 2-Get t.lfree Hooch glass (while stocks last) Lambrusco Bianco 4% 2 for £2.59
will be a prize for the winning team. Fre:OGRl:;i?P;i?hngzscher et with any six bottles of Hooch. Baileys Irish Cream £10.89
We are not vet sure of the venue but you will Why travel fato towi? PRESCRIPTION Bud Xee, Fusters lee, Carlsherg fee Hltrves s Hrisbe Lz £3.99
be notified when vou enter vour feam. 3 : S“i’g‘gs“s Budwe-:lser, Becks, Miller Gemulfe Draft, Croft Original £5.89
Proceeds are for fhe Development Fund. Basy Barking 3?2?8?&;;22“ Michelob Golden and San Miguel Q C Sherry vas £2.99
Please contact Margaret Pickard on 2386795 Give usa try Bottle.s - Buy any 10 and get 1 Bottle free Bells 75¢l + Canada Dry 1 ltr free  Check Prices

or Joy Parker on 2874042 e s o heowes Carling Black Label Cans 7 for 8 pack Gordons Gin + Schweppes Tonic free  in Store

No-oblijgation Quiotes For an appaintent RR-P£6.23. NOWONLY£5. 99 & Get a [free Whisky, Vodka, Gin £ 6 99
( QUALIFIED LOCUM ring DONNA now Carling glass (while stocks last) with this pack White Rum & Brandy 70cl .
OPTOMETRISTS 0116 2394288 All Offers Are Subject To Availability and While Stocks Last. E. & O. E.
\ Plus more offers in store. We are agents for SKET' CHLEY DRY CLEANING

Ratby Youth Action

After a successful run in the Working Mens Club,
the Youth Club was homeless for a while, but has
now started meeting in the Church Rooms on
Monday evenings from 8.30 p.m.

‘{THE CHAMPION BAKERS SEE and TRY our range of ; ! |
= 66 Varieties of Bread

‘ k 34 Varieties of Cobs, Rolls, etc.

Ratby Youth Action continues to apply for grants
on behalf of the Youth Club, and now has had
support from the Parish, Borough and County
Councils. Now we need more support from you.

including Ploughmans’s-
o

So far, the Youth Club has been staffed by the B, Tickets - Telephone E,Of,

Detached Youth Workers and Eileen Parker, but |[?« « 2395187 ) 238 623 5 23 9 4 472 D’

while the workers are looking after the Youth |%°°

-
¢

Club, they cannot do their equally important work o‘New Years Eve Barn Dance Party 5

N

outside. &

Ratby Youth Action will be holding its AGM at B KEN TOMKINS
the Church Rooms at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 27" ,/Z:/l W
General Builder E OZE?

January. Please come along, find out how Ratby 3
Youth Action is helping young people in Ratby og

and offer your help with the Youth Club. It Alterations and Extensions
would be much appreciated. PROPERTY REPAIRS

93 Gynsill Lane, Anstey, Leicester
Telephone: 2871698
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VISIT OUR OLDE WORLDE SHOP FILLED COBS
WEDDING ,CELEBRATION & NOVELTY CAKES OUR SPECIALITY

C GEARY & SONS STATION ROAD ; RATBY LEICESTER 2386600
10

If you want to help before that, or want to know
more, please contact me, Andrew Simmonds on t
| 239 2845.




