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TOP TECHNOLOGY
WITH %£70 CASH

Superb Digital Nicam Stereo
Sound
Sparkling Picture Quality ‘
Fastext Computer Controlled &8
Teletext
Huge Programme Choice, with #i
Built-in Satellite Receiver
vailable in 51cm, 59cm & 66¢cm
visible screen) Sizes
Model v
CT-21AV1BS

ONLY £429.99
AFTER £70 CASH BACK

MITSUBISHI Digital Nicam Stereo Package
@ 51cm (Visible Screen) Television Model CT-271AV1B Nicam

Hi-Fi Stereo Video Recorder
Model HS-550V8 ony £ 99
AFTER £50 CASH BACK

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT ELECTRICAL RETAILER

Y
23-27 Station Road, Ratby, Leicestershire LE6 0JQ
Tel Leicester (0116) 2394544 - Fax (0116) 2387870
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A Newcomer’s Perspective...........
So. ... herel was -anew house, a new village.

As a bell ringer since the age of ten, an obvious
specification when looking for a new house was a
handyv church with bells!

I found it in Ratby!

During myv first week, | contacted the Vicarage to
enquire about bell ringing here. As it turned out,
both the Vicar and his wife were ringers and could
give me all the details!

It was with some trepidation that | ventured down
to the church on that first Fridav evening,.

[ hit upon an immediate snag - where was the
door?!!

Having found the entrance, | climbed the stairs.
They were alreadyv ringing, 1 hovered nervously in
the doorway.
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| needn’t have worried!

“Hello”, I said when they stopped.

“I'm Lucy and I"ve just moved here.”

“We were expecting vou”, they said. “What would
vou like to ring?”

So, that was how it all began!
I was made very welcome and quickly felt part of
the team.

This was two vears ago, and | haven’t looked back
since!

[ 'enjoy the Friday evening practices (although I'm
alwayvs five minutes late because | can’t bear to
miss the end of ‘Coronation Street’!!) and [ ring for
Sunday services and weddings whenever | can.

I would like to thank all the Ratbv ringers for
making me so welcome and 1 look forward to
spending much more time with you!

LUCY CLARKE.

RATBY CHEMIST

58 MAIN STREET, RATBY, LEICESTER, LE6 OLL
TEL: (0116) 239 3139

RESIDENTIAL & NURSING HOME | 3,0 OFEN N F o | NON-PRESCRIPTION MEDICINE SALES
SERVICE Tuesday 9.00am - 6.00pm | FAMILY TOILETRIES ~ BABY NEEDS
PATIENT RECORDS Wethesday 9.00am - 6.00pm ORAL HYGIENE
DISABLED LIVING PRODUCTS Thursday 9.00am - 6.00pm COSMETICS & SKIN CARE
TRUSSES ~ HOSIERY Friday 9.00am - 6.00pm SUNCARE & HOLIDAY NEEDS
PETREMEDIES  HORSE REMEDIES | Suryray 9,00am - 1.00pm VITAMINS & HEALTH FOODS
FIRST AID SUPPLIES Sunday CLOSED ‘
Closed for lunch  1.00pm - 2.00pm

Ask your Pharmacist.

You'll he taking good advice.

YOUR LOCAL

< Y

Rathy Town
Cricket Club

A bbb e o e e

Hello there again. After my reminiscences about
Ratby Athletic | was asked if | could do the same
for Ratby Town CC. 1 said that 1'd try, but added
that | might find it a little more difficult as the tales
are a little more personal. Anyway here goes and
also here’s hoping that my tales don't offend
anyone in their telling.

First a few lines about the Town’s cricket ground
itself; the Town’s hallowed turf. The pavilion.
When | plaved, back in the 50’s and 60’s, the
pavilion was over in the corner where the bottle
bank now stands, and before that it stood almost
on the spot where you drive into the present day
car park. It really has been a much travelled
structure. But back to the pavilion in the corner. It
reallv was quite a nice looking affair for its day.
There were two dressing rooms at the one end
with the rest of the building being given over for
teas and the like.

Around the front of the pavilion was a wooden
fence and in the fence was a small hand gate which
one entered before nipping up three wooden stairs
into the main room. Other features were a little
sparse to say the least; no loo I'm afraid but
surprisinglv the nettles behind the pavilion always
seemed to do well each season. The water for teas
was boiled in a ‘gas copper’ around the side of the
building and, when hot enough, was ladled into a
tea urn. What luxury vou have now lads! But
enough about our ‘Long Room’, it's time for one or
two match reports.

I'll start with a tale, the events of which, at the
time, were very amusing to all concerned. It was
the beginning of the season and we'd performed
the usual pre-season rituals of rain making and
knocking in of the stumps and true to form we'd
only been playing about 90 minutes before, yes
vou've guessed it, rain stopped play. Having
returned to the pavilion all and sundry become
involved in their own conversations.

Sponsored by

Gas Appliance
Services - Leicester

Back Row Sec. Row
P. Wigglesworth W. Shipman
C. Prentice B. Willet
T. Toon G. Marvin
H. Priestnall
L. Prentice Front Row
A. Geary J. Parker
K. Moore
T. Briggs

In the pavilion Mrs Sis Green was preparing the
teas, which she generally did most Saturday
afternoons, and was stirring the tea urn with an
old cricket stump, it added that extra flavour vou
understand, when Wilf Shipman, who was
discussing someone’s merits in fine detail,
happened to sav *. . .. he’s only a farm labourer.’
Oh dear me Mrs S Green’s hackles went up on
account of her husband Sis, being a ‘farm
labourer’. Wilf then received a straight from the
shoulder lecture on the relative merits of farm
working, having to apologise right away for his
remark immediately or else tragedy would strike.
The tragedyv being that Mrs Sis Green would down
stump and leave the pavilion there and then and
there’d be no teas. Thankfully Wilf apologised.

Another time we were plaving Burbage at Ratby
and Burbage were batting. Now, on this occasion
we had a voung lad, by the name of Trevor
Stevenson, Bowling for us. Trevor was the fastest
bowler | ever stumped to while keeping wicket fgx‘
the town, he was also the most erratic this

particular match. -
continued on page 4

6 Saxons Rise, Ratby, Leicester LE6 ONF.
Tel: Office 0116-2393662
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Trevor opened the bowling from the “willow end’
and the first ball never pitched . . . straight into mv

gloves. Trevor....“Sorry batsman’.

The next ball, short of a length, nips through and
tickles the batsman’s rib and | think he probably
still has the bruises to this dav. The next ball was
the same, short! But this time the ball was fended
off to short square leg where John Shipman took a
dolly catch, it had to be a dollyv or John wouldn't
have held 1t, not his strong point catching. The
atsman tucked his bat under his arm departing
with the curt remark that he’d never been so
bloodyv pleased to getout in his whole life.

lust one more little tale and then 1']] close. Ratby
were batting and Wilfred Mott, or Sonny to us, was
at the wicket with Ravmond ‘Jackie’ Herbert. Now
although Jackie had quite a turn of speed on the
right wing for Ratbyv Athletic during the winter
months, he was alwavs a bit slow off the mark

So in a spurt
of dust, ves it was a drv day, Sonny returns
whence he came and having completed two runs
and recorded none. [ tell you it's a good thing we
didn’t  record the comments that were
communicated to Jackie!!!!

T ey

B -
when it came to running between the wickets. Tag]r{‘ilggw irggsrrow
1\0\\‘ lack cut a ball down towards third man and G Forryan B Gimb}e/r‘r
Sonnv shouted for a run and was off like a shot. © Bennett Mr D 3‘31’:7‘1_1 "Comm'
Well he was down the wicket and in Jack’s crease » Spencer S Johnson N
M no time. ‘Go back’, savs our Jack. J Parker R Herber:
- C Prentice
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VISIT OUR OLDE WORLDE SHOP

66 Varieties of Bread
34 Varieties of Cobs, Rolls, etc.

- ZOQ Varieties of Cakes and Pastries
&ﬁ%ﬁ?"w BLNEOR BREBT, 1085 By

cRUNCE c%‘:gm E y %;rfzi& oy

WEDDING ,CELEBRATION & NOVELTY CAKES OUR SPECIALITY
C GEARY & SONS STATION ROAD ; RATBY LEICESTER
- = 4-

G Badienies

SEE and TRY our range of ;
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RATBY LIBRARY CLUB

Caroline Packer, Donna Riley and Chris
Dunmore have decided to finish running
the Ratby Library Club as from December
1995.

We have thought long and hard about this
decision and because we all have full and
busy lives we feel that we cannot give
100% that it deserves. We all three have
enjoyed being involved in the club for the
last eighteen months and we have met and
worked with some lovely children and
parents. We have also gained lots of new
experience and ideas.

As yet nobody will take over but if anybody
is interested they could contact Caroline
Packer on 2395472 or ask for info in the
library.

Thanks to everyone for all your support.

QUALIFIED VISITING CHIROPODIST

Peter S Comley MSSCh. MBChA

Markfield 01530 244887
24 Hour Ansaphone
Offers a Convenient & Professional Service
Registered Member of the
British Chiropody Association

' HOLMAN SECURITY
SYSTEMS

Eslablished since 1981
Burglar
Alarin Specialists

ier i [ larin
Suppliers and installers of quality burglar a
. systems to Brilish Standards 4737

® HOMES @ OFFICES
@ FACTORIES

i > following facilities available + 24 Hour Call Out Service
i the fotor g « Central Station Monitoring

For a FHEE ‘55 :(F:i(r:JXIavrgs Sarla
B ° i suitan
sur Ve,g; ;Zg 5014 ~ Sacurty Lighing

+ Door Access Control

& 3 Dean House,
WAGGRS Hollycroft,
INSTALLIR Hinckley
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THE RATBY PARISH CHURCH

BELLS
A brief history

Anyone who has heard the church bells ringing on
a Friday evening, Saturday afternoon or for
Sunday services will more than likely have heard
all eight bells ringing, however this has not always
been the case!

The present ring of bells has a Tenor - The deepest
toned, heaviest bell - weighing around 9 cwt
(nearly half a ton) tuned to the kev of G. Had this
bell not become cracked and recast by Messr. John
Taylor, Loughborough in 1896, it is believed to
have been cast in Leicester around 1290 making it
once one of the oldest bells in the county!

By 1636 the tower contained at least four bells, cast
by various Leicester bellfounders and in 1896 a
further two bells were cast at the same time as the
cracked Tenor bell bv Tavlor’s of Loughborough.
These six bells were in continual use and amongst
other things a “Long Length Peal” was rung on
them, Easter Monday, 1911.  Amongst the ringers
from this area, one Mr Ernest Morris from St
Margarets, Leicester! the details of the peal are
recorded on a board in the church porch.

In the late 1920’s the local ringers began to discuss
with Rev.F.T.Ingle the possibility of augmenting
the six to a ring of eight with the addition of tvx:'o
new front bells to make a complete octave. Within
two vears the, “New Bells Fund” contained a
sufficient amount of money for the casting, on
December 8th 1931, of the two new treble bells.
The first peal on the new eight bells was as
follows:-

January 23rd 1932.  In 3 hrs 13 minutes a peal of
Plain Bob Major was rung by the following ringers:

1. G. Priestnall 5. H. Spencer
2, C. Allsop 6. A. Priestnall
3 E. Gardner 7. H. Bowley
4. W. Ball 8. P. Ingram

H. Bowley incidentally went on to become the
Tower Cabtain at Leicester Cathedral! ‘
The bells are still regularly rung and hopefully this
situation will be maintained for a further

Three Hundred Years.

lan Mellor



Ratby Parish Conneil

Precept for 1996/97

The Parish precept for next vear will be £24,026.
This 1s approximatel_v 5% lower than this current
vear precepts which amounted to £25,289.

Broken Glass Danger

Yet again, we have to report ongoing incidents on
a dailv basis of glass bottles being broken in the car
park, recreation area and the adjacent brook at

Ferndale Drive.  The maintenance mdn regularly

spends hours temoving the glass. It should be

obvious that this glass breaking constitutes a great
danger to those visiting the area and it is with deep
regret that we were advised of a child sustaining a
bad cut recentlv. e would ask for the co-
operation of all parents to warm their children (of
all ages) of the danger involved in these activities,
as 1t 15 vital that this ceases at once. Please help to
pass the message before further accidents occur’
After all IT COULD BE YOUR CHILDREN WHO

MAY SUFFER AN INJURY IN THE FUTURE.
Parish Council Clerk

Due to family commitments \lrs Linda Lavwood 1s
resigning from her office as clerk. Linda has filled
this post for six vears and during all that time she
has been extremelyv conscientious and capable.
Having quickly learned the duties of Clerk to the
Parish Council, she has provided a valuable
contribution to the Council mn its dav to dav
business, Her cheerful disposition has alwavs been
i evidence. \We thank her for all she has done for
the Parish Council and residents and wish her well
for the future. Interviews will be held with the
applicants for the vacancy and it is hoped that a
new appointment will be made in November.

Christmas Greetings

The Chairman and Councillors wish all the
residents of our Village a verv Happy Christmas
and a bright New Year.

TICKET TO RIDE

A place I always like to be

Is in the Ratby library.

Those two smart assistants there
Are really such a clever pair.

One’s Pauline, the other Ann,
Of them both I'm quite a fan.
I now thev often ease my mind
By finding books I cannot find.

For them it’s such an easy task
To produce just what I ask -----
Be it history or fiction

Or verse or railways or French diction.

They listen with a ready ear

To tales of woe, or of good cheer,

From villagers who stop to chat

And share gossip. Nowt wrong in that!

They're good with kids and seniors too
Without them what would Ratby do?

I hope one day they will succeed

In teaching me to write ---- and read!

DANGEROUS NEW CRAZE?

lSChools and parents of voung children are
17i111g warned of the potential dangers of the
atest craze sweeping the County.” The game

involves throwi '
o throwing a metal disc, “a slammer”
which  may have a

’

S€ ITdted € oe
7

‘4 ')O S// . ~
t g‘ .[dld out on a flat surface with the aim
of turning the “pog” over
g :

A.]. WALDRAM

REUPHOLSTERY
BY TRADITIONAL
METHODS

Telephone 0116 2873361
Mobile 0378 529453

Editors note:-
Chiristinas preseitt.
to go by.

The metal discs are quite heavy weighin
about 25 grams, are about 4c¢m in d'iameter andg
have the appearance of a martial arts star
therefore making them potentiallv lethal i%
used incorrectly. -

This is NOT the genuine product of “POGS”

produced by Waddinet
; - ons, but '
version of the game. . an impotted

E// v 2 »
xample of, “slammer” in question

Doesn’t look like the ideal
If my children were anything

Tel: (0116) 239 3238 /239 5202

MIKE PERCY

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES
12 NICHOLAS DRIVE RATBY LEICESTER LE6 ONJ

FOR A FRIENDLY & COMPETITIVE QUOTE
TELEPHONE (0116) 2388119

GENERAL BUILDING WORK
EXTENSIONS - CARPENTRY

U.P.V.C. REPLACEMENT
DOORS - WINDOWS

INTERIOR DECORATING
ANY SMALL JOB WELCOME.

-
PORTER’S DISCOUNT

CARPETS
121/3 STATION ROAD
RATBY, LEICESTER

Mobile 0860 551142 g

.
K
.
e We
- v

eryene ’in
4%35 ang s M;M and

Vew Happy CHuis
e Coiﬁe/ﬂdwj/car /

——————




SLLE6ET 9LLO 13l
¥31SIDIFT « AGLYY » AVOY NOILYLS « 3SNOH 13l

TAAVAL ALNNOD

]

' sarigavon

s3jp3LLva

373344 ILNY
¥3213d
13s3a

1od13d

a 13r

4
=

(AepeeT 3IN0ISG)
pDARMPOOM STIYD

suked uUt[o) JIepea]
“J1esAu 3003U0D
1ybru

dnouagy a0
Jqoanyd syl pRe
SN 99S pur BswWod 01

1N00G
A0 SWooy
Aeptag » U0
swoo7eM ST utol 03 HBurjuem 2uUoAuy
L ‘eoeds STY3 USIRM SPIOY
2aIn3ind 2yl 1eym sees o031 DHurissasiut
50 [1IM 31 0S5 384K sAep ArJdes 5T 31
"paasalio usaq sey aoddns

ERRSIEN: AR110 Iepea] 1UR1SISSY
ﬁexxém e se pautol sey 3ebboad ATA
cwayos 1071d v se juswdolsAasp SIY3
53 AATAINDAXT  13IDTJIIST Ajuno) 8yl
15110 uo aumeuxboad syl HutAolfus

=

sae A2yl pur T (1sm Ul pe(119s

DiIe paurnl Apredlr aarl S[JaA1h aATd
"saepee] (oa3ed

susad pUe CEpleme DUT3INODS sAsLyde

>3 sAog eyl 8MIT  al1de  =(

Aoy M9l © Ing sweu o031 burites

1M Xeyizoue 394

p ‘ 3 ‘BUTHT
pue HBurqurid D204 Puteocurd ‘bUTHIY

-Hburdwed spniout
asaqL'setthplop SNOJANIUSAPE
saow S1JATH  JI1833J0 03  S¥8eSs ing

‘3tun eprno 2yl YitM UOFlIQSdMODﬁEi
jou ST sSplo JAe8A g9l ©31 Fiey ® PUF
0T J03 sa@3ed yotym doodi 3Inodg SUL

' “sgoooad syl poAelep sey s1a1b
setjruniutoddo 8y}

03 JI8110 A8ul

pue ebeiita 8yz urt suotlestuebao
wIoItun a1syi3o 10 speau
syl o1 Ag;Atqpsues'se;lyunlxoddo
drysasqusu poxXIW Bbut1qeus IO

srdioutad syl peideodoe UOTIIRIDOSSY
1n0og 8yl UsUM 0661 UDJARN woJijy utol
01 Pe1TAUT Udsq aary PINOd  STAIH
‘uani3ed [1IM nok sdeyasad - 119M

nok ustm 1 dnoxb a8yl 3II81 3ARY
oym usw Hunok MeJ s8soy3x OL'3I8°]
X194l yam burioa Agq pepuodsea saey
owos ‘aburvys preAsy Yolym sespl MmauU
11® UlIM Se pue ‘pespurl OTJIO3ISTH
‘dooa] 3noog 8yl Ul swael (enbs uo
51sdwoo pue UTO( 03 SWOD[dM MOU SJa®
STATIO poOASTIYOER Ussq S®ey Sduojlssellull
opeoOsp 1sat3] S3T
putyorsa st dnouao 3INODS 8yl ISTTUM

Binpodg U1 oy

ME

OGETHER WE'LL CRACK IT

D
C
e

T

= R

~
2
LN

§\4l
l ||
HER WE'LL CRACK §

HO.LVM dOOHH(NOGHDIAN XGLVi

23 e b

‘PRuIn3}Isao uetd 3ssjer STY3 2ABY 03 suoljesIueHIO TedoT
19430 3i1oddns om pue jusudoTaasp Iayjany e Qons 1xo0ddns
03 Sainjonijsexrjur Aiessaoau 9U3} SABY 30U Ss80p 8beTTTa
9Y3l sA3T[aq aM ‘quawdolaasp STUy3 asoddo KtsnOJOB%A

03 burgjesu STY3 30 pus ayz 3e ‘paoaibe yo3em pooq:noqqﬁpéN

UBTSHY LNIWdOTIAIA SNISNOH

*s1931sbunok Auew 103 , 0B ou, butwoonaq eaie 93 prIoAR pue
SISpuUa3JO 3S38Y3 SA0WSI 07 ATsonutjauod 32e 0% DO¥Se oI9M
9d1T10d Byl *spunoib SATIJ ®Tepuiad ayj3 3e aoeld ayes yoTym
JO Auew sarqrarjoe 9TqeITSspun-AITRIDOS I8yjzo pue butyurap
obe-1spun jo s3oafqns ay3z uo iesld ATowai1qxa SMBTA IT9y3
SPBU SI9yd3eM pooyInoqubianN *oI00K uerrd woij uewadrrod
[BOOT INnO Se I9A0 U3XR3 SBY OUM UOSEy 3I1BN3S Od pue aiounpy
qod 3bS ‘sSTToM pAOTT I0309dsul !popusijie SI9®DTJIFO 9aIYy

*ITadY puzZ UO 9DI0F 03Ul SwWed sabueyo burortod

9U3 SOUIS pPIadT3oU BWIID JO 33T pPasealdul oyj }equoD

O3 °X®B3 03 pspusjur adr1710d 8Yy3z SUOT3IE JRUM urerdxs qybru
®Y 3IBUI ISPIO UT Hburjgesw sIyY3z pusizjze o3 shog juouneag

38 ISpuBUWO) 31Ul SY3 03 UOTIIRITAUT UBR pPapuslxa pey aMm

JIGWIAON PUZ ONILIINW

*A3TAT3DR yanok

pbutob-uo 103 s308(0xd spiemo3z uxsouod SWII) woxi bHutlpung
IoBI33e 031 Luwayos e ssodoid 03 Ho9S om Jybram Azyey yatm
I3y3saboy jqeyyz posibe am " (I9I0M Y3nox oberTrA 9U1) 3ybrapm
A3ey woIy suor3ngrIzuod 9TqenTeA papniout pue ATaATT
AT2wai13xa sem UOTSSNOSIp 9ay3 uotrjejuasaxd TewroJ 8yl 19771y

*S9OI3TUNUUOD IT9yj

Pburaoadut spiemo3 sjusaleq Aueu I194y3 Atdde 01 sisasbHunok
woTqeUS, PTNOD sS3[dusbe TeDOT MOY 03 Se uorzestuehio

STY 3O sdusataadxa ayjz 19330 03 ‘UIsdUO0) SUTI) I03 Jobeuey
suwerboid ‘AsTred UBRTY MOTTe 03 pPa[IRD Sem butissuw stygy

JIEWILAIS Y3IpT ONILIIW

b

B =
4]

EAS

21 XOVED 11.3M M3IHLIDOL



©
o
o

o

0 5
C / 1) c @

SANTA’S VISIT TO RATBY
Bradgate Lions will be making their annual
Santa Float visit to the Dane Hill area of the
village on Wednesday 6th December.  Santa
will be starting from the corner of Dane Hill
and Groby Road at 6 pm

This vear all the money from our street
collections is to be donated to the Rainbows

Children’s Hospice.
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GENTS HAIR DRESSING

OAPs welcome any day at
reduced rates

STYLING BLOW DRYING
COLOURING SETTING
TRIMMING PERMING

Tuesday to Saturday
6.00am - 5.30pm Tuesday to Friday
6.00am - 12.30 Saturday

%

Q.
®
<~_ 156 Station Road Ratby
S Tel 2394429

Appointments not always % ;
@ necessary %'
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Tarte Noél oo

[ 4
Pastry - 7 Inch (18cm) flan ring % ﬁ

40z (110g) plain flour

2 teaspoons caster sugar

20z (55gr) butter or margarine

1 egg volk (plus little cold water if necessary)

Filling

3-4 tablespoons mincemeat

3-40z (75-110 gr) ground almonds
30z (75gr) caster sugar

2 egg whites (approx)

I teaspoon almond essence

20z (55gr) flaked almonds

Glaze - Optional

1 tablespoon Apricot jam I
1 tablespoon water } Heated and Sieved

Method

1. Make pastry, line flan ring - leave to rest 30
mins

2. Spread mincemeat evenly over pastry

3. Mix together ground almonds, sugar and
essence  with  sufficient egg  white

(unbeaten) to make fairly soft mixture and
spread over mincemeat - level.

4. Cover neatly with flaked almonds.

3. Bake in preheated oven 180°c/350°F/Gas
no 4 for 35 mins
6. Brush with hot glaze when cooked
NB This will freeze well (if covered)
s .
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Best wishes for Xmas &« @

MELSWAY DRIVING SCHOOL

T'EL. LEIC:- 2386149 %’@E‘ Lj

a Happy New Year from Mel
to all past, present & future clients.

p.s. Written Test starts

Mel Shipley, D.O.T., A.D.I.,, M.LLA.M.




Monday November 20th.
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A46 LEICESTER WESTERN BYPASS @ |
The long-delayed A46 Leicester Councillor Rob Fraser said that he | @bt ﬁluugb 3“11
Western bypass finally opened had strong reservations about the

amidst a storm of controversy on bypass' effects on traffic flow

i through local villages. He is Eﬁz
Road Minister Mr John Watts, concerned that motorists using the
watched by spectators on the foot village routes during construction
bridge above, cut the ribbon to disruption will continue the habit. ~NLY T T TR K e
open the road. He 1is quoted as MP David Tredinnick seems more CHRISTM&S EVE IGHT
saving. "The road will be taking positive He is quoted saying that
through traffic from local comm- the bypass will "cut air pollution 755’7??5 @2555
unities" and that 1t was "an due to reduced traffic ir
important step towards improving villages" e
road safety, the quality of life In the April 1988 issue of Wot! we NEW YERRS EVE NIGHT
~cal communities and bringing  wrote. "If this bypass is buillt 0 e
ied traffic relief-for Ratby will rapidly become just a e m4 gm
and motorists alike" part of Leicester. 7‘4 p
about increased pressure Qur sense of community and village NEW YEAR HOLIDAY
ough the roadworks on the Ml identity will be lost. Crime and S - SPECIALS EACH NIGHT
seem to have been realised,with vandalism may increase.' We added 7 PROMOTION /A8 L LAVTL DVIUTE L
lenger tail-backs than usual. that "a ©plan can never show the T A ' BE ANNOUNGCED > -
: ==t ions that work on the new lighting glare. the noise and the //I?ETAILSTO B ANNOUNC:.. {CRACKER NO\\/E; T;EC
hypass was unfinished and that visual impact this road  and L AN, ,W\:,/,\/\“ oA T e o -
there were technical problems were junction will have on Rathy." e ”.l i\\%%V¥EMETES Cy Awl ]%ﬂ' UFﬁjAf PL}N
challenged by Mr Tommy Thompson,the _ STILL & FEV - ' .
70‘“1?‘*‘33Co““éii;idD;Zeééﬁﬁr;f p%‘ig_ i)?ly ;ime will tell wue whethes 7 AVAILABLE FOR CHRISTMAS (PLEASE NOTE WE DO NOT SERVE FOOD ON CHRISTMAS
ning.rne 1s g ' = g (hese fears are justified, , : EVE OR NEW YEARS EVE NIG
road iz all ready for use.There are or whether the bypass will prove tc Z' PARTY BOOKINGS HTS)
just & few minor points to be be a DlesSimg. 7., LUNCH & EVENINGS ,
cidled up . ‘ The February issue of Wot ! will <-‘/A"Oo; ° .‘.’..'.’\\.Q. N SPECI&L CHRISTMAS
ALP]NE g;;;;ge & special feature on the W\/N \ PRIZE QUIZ
CLEIANIN(' What do you think? Have you changed (DATE & TIME TO BE ANNOUNCED)
R . e your views since the long agc
SERVICES )

inquiry?
Let us know!

O 1 Ces © AR LS
THIRRECHS 12 L INCTE SSU T e ss r 1
VECNEUTT L AN 131, 1 NIDSS A Pabari’'s Ralby News .
F3L0 1 1, 001005 C2HLbuAAIN s 7 - siation Road, Ratby. . .
’ ~ ; 1 Tel. = : (1‘31
QQOFT \/\/G()a ) e 0116-2393287 ) ]
T Stamford Street. Rathy, Lercester L6 031 For the Largest Selection in Ratby of
Tel: o116 - 2388396 Mobile: 0860 267141 Beers, Wings dus Spiits.

A vast choice of Conlectionery and Soft Drinks.

‘\ @ A ) Ho COI 4 1 :, ’ A Large variety of Greeting Cards, Wrapping Paper

and Stationary. Th # g ?
_ . - e Plough Inn s
e ;’lumbmg & Heating Repairs, \E{/ y « Magasines Burroughss; Roa(; B‘é&‘és Food Available
! New : ; . . S A ewspapers agazines, "
| iVew nstallations, Bathrooms, Showers, h Belivered o yourdoor sl Ratby Lunch 12 noon-2 p.m.
\ For a full range of services contact: We are the agents for Leicester LE6 0XZ Evening 6 p.m.-9.30 p.m.

i Y SKETCHLEY DRY GLEANING.

(Sunday 7 p.m.)
4. Saxons Rise

Last orders 9.30 p.m.

& 0116 239 2103

Video Rental & Pholocopying also available.

Ratby Seven days a week
. . Opening Hours: o
Leiwcestershire LE6 ONF Mon - Tri 615 am 1o 1 pm & 2.30 pm 1o 10 pm. el
Salurday 6.15 am to 10 pm. 3 L
Telep}‘lol’le O] ]6_’)394277 0 Sunday 7.30amio 2 pm & 7 pmto 9 pm.
) = 1/
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In February 1974 the first meeting of the Ratby
Improvement Committee took place and two years
later the name was changed to the Ratby Village
Societv.  After twenty-one years of serving the
village in various ways the Society celebrated
recently the event in fine style with a dinner at the
Bull's Head.  Forty five and two
honoured guests, sat down to a most excellent
meal in a relaxed friendly atmosphere, which is
one of the hallmarks of the Society - indeed of

members,

Ratbyv in general.

A\ toast to the Society was proposed by one of the
guests, John Smalley, a former Charrman and
founder member of which a reply was given by the
present Chairman Dennis Green. There followed
the ceremonial cutting o the splendid birthday
cakes, supplied by the Champion Bakers Messrs
Gearv & Sons, which was performed by the second
guest, Olive Smalley, a former secretary.

A commemorative booklet highlighting some of
the Society’s activities over the first twenty-one
vears, which had been researched and produced by
Committee members Jack Havwood and Alan
Spencer, was distributed to those present. A vote
of thanks was given to the two hardworking
waitresses, Mandy and Helen, for helping to make
the evening a memorable success.

i, Batby Village Society 75

Have you ever woken up in the middle of the .
night and realised that you had forgotten
something which you should have said on the
previous day?

It happens frequently to the speaker
addressed the October meeting on the subject of
the Grey’s families fortunes and misfortunes under
the title of ‘The Bradgate Story’ which was
profusely illustrated with slides. Sir John Grey,
husband of Elizabeth Woodville, lost his life at the
battle of St Albans in 1461 while Lady Jane Grey
with her father Henry and uncle Thomas lost their
heads in the Tower of London in 1554. Succeeding
members of the family acquired, through marriage,
estates additional to the Manors of Ratby and
Grobv at Enville Hall near Stourbridge and at
Dunham Massev in Cheshire. ‘
Fortunes were probably lost by George-Harry
Grev, 5th Earl of Stamford, who trained racehorses
in Bradgate Park and built the tower on the top of
Old John Hill in 1784 which was converted three
years later to a lookout post for observing the
horses under training.

The 6th and 7th Earls both continued to buy and
train horses there on the circular course, traces of
which can still be seen today. In fact it was in use
by the residents of Hall Gates Farm until the
Bradgate Estates were sold in 1925.

Who was it who forgot to tell the large audience

who

There are a few TICKETS

left for the:-
-

Family Barn Dance Party
Sunday 31st December

In the Church Rooms
Starts at 8.00 pm.
Adults £5.00 Children £2.50
Everyone WELCOME

Phone Colin on 2395187

about the 6th and 7th Earl’s involvement in racing?
Someone who hides (?) under the nom-de-plume
‘Hoz'.

The Society does not meet in December and the
January 1996 meeting will be held on Tuesday 16th
when Fred Harding will give an illustrated talk
entitled “The Oldest Road’.

MAIN STREET RATBY

M.O.T. TESTS
CARS (PETROL - DIESEL)

and

MOTORCYCLES

M.O.T.HOURS 9.00 -4.15 Monday to Friday
(Closed for lunch 1 - 2)

Telephone (0116) 2394966

THE SERVICE GARAGE

A SAD FAREWELL

On September 30th, Mary and Geoff Widdowson
closed the door of their greengrocery business for
the last time, after almost 21 years.

The small shop had been a grocers and then a fish
and chip restaurant before a Mr and Mrs Lee
turned it into a greengrocery. When they retired it
was Mary’s sister Cynthia who talked the
Widdowsons into taking it on. Geoff had just
finished working in a printing business and
wanted a change, so they thought they’d ‘have a
go". It was a challenge. -

Over the years they built up the business and
made many good friends and loyal customers. Mr
and Mrs Briggs of Markfield Road have shopped
there every Saturdav afternoon for the last 20
vears, and they feel there is still a need for the
shop. “Geoff is one of the nicest men that trades in
Ratby, he’s a total gentleman”, said Mr Briggs.

Mary was born next door to the shop at 95 Main
Street, and was a pupil at Ratby Primary School.
Geoff was born and bred in Anstey, and had just
come out of service in the Marines when he met
Mary. They were married in Ratby Church on
September 24th 1960. '

It is not just for their fruit and vegetables that Mary
and Geoff will be missed. For many villagers the
shop was an important place for a friendlv chat, or
a rest on the stool half-way home up—the hill.
George Tomlinson has taken the stool home with
him as a souvenir of happy times! This was one of
a dwindling number of small local shops where
customers receive friendly personal service and
free home deliveries. Perhaps when we have lost
them all, and have no choice but to visit out of
town anonymous superstores for all of our needs,
their true value will be realised - too late.

Geoff and Mary always supported local fund-
raising events with baskets of fruit for prizes, gave
flowers for the Church, and took part in a variety
of village activities.
They will not be missing the long cold winter days,
the increasing roar of passing traffic, or the early
morning trips to the market. They are looking
forward to more time spent together, more
holidavs, and a real Christmas break!
They will miss the friends they have made in
Ratby, and hope to keep in touch. Both Mary and
Geoff especially want to thank all those loval
customers who made it worthwhile to keep
opening all those years.
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Like their customers Mary and Geoff are now
faced with the problem of finding a friendly
greengrocer!

Things will not be the same in Ratby for manyv
people. The many cards Mary and Geoff received
showed just how grateful many were for their
service.

Do you remember Geoff presenting the prizes at the
School organised “It's a Knockout” competitions?  And
was fie the Sheriff who presented prizes, “down” the
play arca on  Station Road for the fancy dress
contpetitions in the mid seventics? -

Mary and Geoff pictured with
presents
and cards on the day the shop

closed.
Photograph taken by Mrs R Devereus.

KEN TOMKINS

General Builder
Alterations and Extensions
PROPERTY REPAIRS

93 Gynsill Lane, Anstey, Leicester
Telephone: 2871698

o]




IT WAS HOT IN WALESBY

Summer Camp this year took place at
Walesby Forest Scout Camp Site 1n
Nottinghamshire.

fur arrival should have served as a
w7arning. for worse was to come.Fire
rrevented us  from  venturing onto
the tinder dry site for almost
three hours whilst the local fire
brigade did their stuff.

A sweltering but enjoyable week
followed with much wuse being made
of the swimming pool.Archery,rifle
and pistol shooting.horse riding
and climbing were enjoyed to the
full,but 1lying in the shade became
an enjoyable pastime too.

Sporadic fires had occured most of
the time without too much panic,so

t
it was a shock when. at sunset on
-he last evening it happened.

Tt started with a distant crackle
and & plume of smoke.Within seconds
a wall of fire swept towards us.No
phones here. Twa of our fastest

runners were sent off to seek help
Everyone else assembled at the top
of the field.Leaders and Venture
Scouts dragged tents and property
away and made safe the gas
cylinders

Miraculously the wind was blowing
against the fire and it was unable
to cross a wide path Dbelow our
site.

Camp staff and fire brigade arrived
in a blaze of blue lights.They were
there for most of the night damping
down.

Unfortunately what comes down in
camping must go up so the lads got
practice at re-pitching.As for the
leaders we slept very lightly that
night.

Sadly the day after we left the
site the whole area went wup 1in
flames with many tents and
equipment lost.Fortunately no-one
was hurt.

Chris Woodward

Scout Leader.

QUALITY PICTURE FRAMERS
(Prints, Tapestries, Oil Paintings, Photographs, Certificates etc)

YOUR LOCAL PICTURE FRAMER
RATBY, LEICESTER

WE ARE YOUR LOCAL PICTURE FRAMER AND SUPPLIER
OF FRAMED PRINTS - JUST GIVE US A RING ON 0116
2387458 FOR A VISIT (OR IF YOU LOOSE THIS ADVERT
LOOK US UP IN THE YELLOW PAGES), YOU CAN THEN

CHOOSE A MOULDING FOR THAT SPECIAL
PHOTOGRAPH/ CERTIFICATE/TAPESTRY OR ANYTHING
ELSE - FROM OUR VARIED RANGE TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS -
OR JUST LEAVE IT TO US!

OR
IF YOU WANT TO GIVE SOMEONE SOMETHING SPECIAL
AS A GIFT WHY NOT CHOOSE A PRINT FROM OUR
CATALOGUE OF FINE ART PRINTS, INCLUDING LIMITED

EDITIONS, AND CHOOSE A MOULDING TO MAKE IT
COMPLETE! .

DON'T DELAY - RING US NOW FOR A VISIT.

!!!!NE\\'LOWRATES!!!!‘ RATBY ¢ LElCESTER ¢

EAST MIDLANDS AIRPORT £12.80

TGO RKEEENNS TAXI « COURIER ¢ AIRPORTS TGREEN
TAKEN 2-393-81 8 T?Aﬁh:ds

PiP's

I NEW LOW RATES !!!!

MANCHESTER AIRPORT £55.00
BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT £20.00 GATWICK AIRPORT s £76.00
HEATHROW AIRPORT £51.00 SKEGNESS & SHERINGHAM £~'~§'00
LUTON AIRPORT £32.00 COMER £;;00
LEICESTER - GROBY £ 5.00 GROBY - LEICESTER £\ 5:00

@}

Change-Ringing

The sound of church bells is familiar all over
Europe, but only in the British Isles are the bells
rung in the style known as “change-ringing’, rather
than being swung at random or played from a
kevboard as a carillon. The development of
change-ringing began in England over 400 years
ago, when the bellringers started to fit complete
wheels to the axles on which the bells swung.
Using a rope wrapped round the wheel, the bells
could be swung through a full circle. This full-
circle ringing allowed complete control over the
swinging of the bell, hence when it range out. The
bellringers found that they could now ring the
bells in controlled sequences, and new sequences
were soon invented, with names like ‘Rounds’,
‘Queens” and ‘Whittingtons’.

Bv the seventeenth century, the order in which a
set of bells was rung was being changed according
to set patterns, or ‘methods’, and change-ringing
was born. In change-ringing, every bell must ring
at least once in a sequence, then they all change
their position for the next sequence which is rung.
For example, six bells can be rung in the order
123456, then 214365, 241635 etc.

With 2 bells, only 2 different changes are possible.
On 3 bells, 3 x 2 x 1 = 6 changes can be rung, on 4
bells, 4 x 3 x 2 x 1 = 24 changes, and so on. With 7
bells, 5040 changes are possible, and if they are all
rung without stopping or repeating any, then it 1s
called a “‘peal’. On 8 bells or more, a peal must
consist of at least 5000 different changes, with the
first and last changes having the bells ringing
down the scale from lightest (treble) to heaviest
(tenor). Using the popular change-ringing
methods on 8 bells, a convenient peal can be made
up of 5088 changes.

Change-ringing methods have names like ‘Plain
Bob’, ‘Grandsire Triples’, ‘Kent Treble Bob” and
‘Cambridge Surprise Major’. Today, there are over
5500 churches with at least 5 bells where change-
ringing can be done, most of them in England.
Outside the British Isles, change-ringing has been
introduced at about 150 churches in North
America, Southern Africa and Australasia.

Anthony Haywood. 17

Are you thinking to cash-in_\\_

your life assurance policy ?
Don’t !
Call us first.

We have buyers who often pay
upto 30% above surrender value
for endowment & upto 50%
above surrender value for whole
life policies. It’s all very simple,
just give us a call and we’ll do
the rest.

So try us - You’ve nathing to lose !
Ratby Insurance Services.

34 Main Street, Ratby, Leicester.

\Tel: 239-3574. Fax: 239-2975/

- |

COUNTERFEITERS GEAR UP FOR
CHRISTMAS.

For the second time in as many months
officers from the Trading Standards
Department have seized a large consignment
of counterfeit goods. The seized items,
which could have stocked a counterfeiter’s
department store, included jeans. jumpers,
coats. socks. sunglasses, watches and top
name perfumes. ‘

Over 4.000 items were taken bearing the
names Pringle, Polo Ralph Lauren. Paul
Smith. Timberland, Giorgio Armani, Chanel,
Calvin Klein, Umbro and Ray-Bumn.
Amongst their latest haul were over 4.000
fake embroidered labels ready to be sewn
into ordinary garments to turn them nto
counterfeits.

"" BE AWARE!!
The same thing was happening m
“Eastenders™
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On the 24th May 1952, we Eileen and Jim
MacKenzie, put the key into the front door of
141 Markfield Road, Ratby (later to be No. 1oo)
for the first time, and for the next thirty nine
vears lived happily "Up Sunshine’. In due
course daughter Isobel made her appearance,
then Colin (who of course continues to live in
the village with his family). Apart from the
benefit of growing up in a friendly and caring
village both Isobel and Colin attended the
County Primary School and surely there is no
better grounding for life than attendance at
such a village school.

In 1991, the familv having fled the nest, we
moved to Cosby and again found ourselves in
a lovely village whose inhabitants are just as
friendlv and easv to get on with as the Ratby
folk so when we were fortunate enough to
arrive at our 50th Wedding Anniversary we
decided to have a "bit of a do” bringing
together friends from both villages, Leicester
and around. This was held in the Cosby
Village Hall and gave us an opportunity to sayv
thank vou to those many friends whose
company we have so enjoved over the vears.
Like evervone we have had our ups and
downs but we do have the most pleasant
memories of our vears in Ratbv. It is our hope
Ratbv never becomes one of those dormitory
villages where no-one is interested in anvone.
Thanks to Mrs Win Baillie, we see most issues
of the WOT magazine so do keep abreast of the
Ratby news and views.

Eileen M. MacKenzie
0 2 o (o] o o 2]
o 0 o 0 o) bo) o o o
RATBY POST OFFICE
Main Street Ratby
Newsagent Confectionary

Tobacco
PHOTOCOPY SERVICE GREETINGS CARDS
HALLMARK, RUSTCRAFT ETC.

SHOE REPAIR AGENTS I;}
Ip Open 7 Days

~ |

O Tel. 2393001

YSQ\)w&Q“% B Plumbing and Heating Installation
®

Dear Editor,

Please convev the concern of manyv mothers in
Ratbv with push chairs about the increasing
dog mess through the village especiallv
through Cottagers Walk, where we can allow
our children to run through without worryving
about traffic. Also the dog mess seems to be
increasing along bv the shops, much to
disbelief and disgust.

“Please, Please all dog owners clean it up after your
dog or take your dog some where suitable”

Thank vou.

; JULIE’S

HAIRDRESSING

¢ MAIN STREET, RATBY

Z'CI Traditional & Modern
Styling

& b
2! Telephone: 2392406 -

R VRS LAV

B Appliance Servicing and Installation c9RG,
B Breakdown and Repair Services

GY& "

/" M Kitchen & Bathroom Design and Installation  * 4%y e
B Quality Guaranteed by Experienced Engineers

Nk

YOUR DOMESTIC GAS 1
BOILER SERVICED

6 SAXONS RISE, RATBY, LEICS. LEG ONF
B Tel:0116 2393662

2 o o
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We publish many of these during a year but a
recent one, “Excessive chemical colouring agents
found in food” made me stop and think. Where
are all the European regulations taking us and who
cares about LCC survey results?

It details the findings of a survey, “28% of food
samples were found to contain certain chemicals
used to colour food in quantities which breach
European standards In one case, - one case a
chemical added to colour sweets was more than 3
1/2 times the permitted maximum limit! Six out
of twenty one samples failed the EU tests, although
all complied with current UK legislation.! Of the
six the excess colour found varied from 40% to a
maximum of 360%. A good sample?

By the end of June 1996 these European standards
will be made law in the United Kingdom. It
appears that the, “standards were brought in after
extensive scientific research and consultation n
order to ensure that when colours are added, the
food remains safe and fit to eat by consumers”.

I wonder if they actually measured how people
would cope with eating foods without these,
“colouring chemicals” which they have been used
to eating over the years?

Any way I like GREEN MUSHY PEAS.  Ed.

PS The editor has shown signs of a pale green
sheen on his skin, perhaps he’s been overdosing
again! This sounds like a good EU regulation at
last it might even return some of our food to its
natural state. Carrots might be a little duller but
nearer the colour and flavour we were meant to
have and ditto for many other foods.

Signed “Back to Basics”

YOU CAN HELP!

“WOT” has now been produced for nine years
quite an achievement, however we do need more
people to write or tell us stories of -- anything!

Your memories, what work used to be like, how
the world has changed, what was where in the
village, what interesting things do you know, who
did what to who and when. New sides to
previously published stories/articles there are
always people coming into the village who didn’t
read it first time round.

We do have, “staff” who will gladly come and talk
to you, write down your thoughts and stories.

Don't leave it to someone else, your ideas and
thoughts are as good as anyone else’s, readers will
find them interesting, give it a try.

Help us to produce “WOT” for another
nine, eleven years? !

RING SUE ON 2394873

GaECIALIET IN OUITBIOE

DA CATERING FORICE REFI.
e e BTES
SHOWG  CANIALS ETE.
FORLETRILS TEL -

Mobile
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DEADLINE FOR LETTERS ARTICLES
AND
ADVERTS FOR THE
FEBRUARY EDITION
OF WOT!
IS THURSDAY 18th JANUARY 1996

EDITOR 2393367
ARTICLES 2394873
ADVERTS 2393279 or 2394873
LETTERS ETC. TO THE LIBRARY,
3 INGLE DRIVE or 10 GROBY ROAD.

The views expressed are the views of
individual  contributors and do  not
necessarily reflect the views of the
publishers.

The inclusion of an advertiser in the
magazine does not imply recommendation
by “WOT"” or its organisers
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