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JULIE’S

HAIRDRESSING

MAIN STREET, RATBY

Traditional & Modern
Styling

Telephone: 392406

q\mvfoy SAFETY AT CHRISTMAS

Leicestershire County Council's Trading
Standards Department is offering some timely
advice on what to look for when buying toys

this Christmas.

ALPINE *ok
CLEANING %
SERVICES

For all your cleaning
requirements

* Windows

* 3 piece suites

* Carpets

* Car Seats

* General builders cleans
Very competitive prices!

GEOFF WOOD & (0530 242878

The Department, which seeks to ensure that
only safe goods are sold by traders in the
County, warns that whilst most toys on the
British market are carefully made and safe to
play with, there are a number of common
'sense precautions that people should take
- when buying toys.

The County Council advises:

e Go to areputable seller

¢ Be cautious of cheap toys - they are not
always a bargain and many of the unsafe
items discovered have been cheap novelty
imports

‘e Look for recognised symbols of approval

(11 years cleaning experience)

such as the Lion Mark which should

PABARI'S
RATBY NEWS

FOR THE LARGEST SELECTION OF:
BEERS, WINES, SPIRITS
AND SOFT DRINKS.

A VAST SELECTION OF CONFECTIONERY

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES
DELIVERED DAILY &&%}
0
ALL THE LATEST VIDEO TITLES NOW IN
PHOTOCOPYING - REDUCING + ENLAREING

OPEN TILL 10.00 pm MONDAY to SATURDAY
& TILL 2.00 pm SUNDAY
7.00 TILL 9.00 PM SUNDAY EVENING l

COME IN AND SEE FOR YOURSELVES .
|

normally ensure that the toy is safe and of
good quality

* Buy toys suitable for the age of the user -
warnings on packaging about the
suitability for particular age groups should
be taken seriously

o Check soft toys for sturdy, well sewn
seams. Be certain that eyes, noses and
button noses are securely fastened and
cannot be bitten off or pulled off by
inquisitive fingers ‘

¢ Shop around for value for money. The
price of the same toy can vary significantly
between shops.

They also strongly advise that broken or
damaged toys be relagated to the dustbin and
not passed on to others at car boot sales or
4 similar events.
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PiP's

TAXI + COURIER + AIRPORTS  [GREEN.
393-818 =

¢ RATBY ¢ LEICESTER ¢

EAST MIDLANDS AIRPORT .... £12 MANCHESTER AIRPORT ......... £49

BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT ........... £20 GATWICK AIRPORT .................. £65
HEATHROW AIRPORT .............. £46 SKEGNESS & SHERINGHAM .. £65
LUTON AIRPORT .........ccooeueece. £31 CROMER ..o, £68

s TS T B
A& THE RATBY CO-OPERATIVE BAND
% ,

Brass Band Finals in March at which the Band were placed 3rd. We held a Solo Contest
at the bandroom in June which was very successful and also members of the Junior Band
entered the Leicestershire Brass Band Association Solo Contest and came away with .’:

prizes for solos and quartets.
oé

g
o
o

We are pleased to announce that our Annual Christmas Concert, held at Groby College is

il

If anyone would be interested in joining our 200 Club then we have a few vacancies at
the moment. We have a monthly prize of £50.00 and at the Christmas Concert we have
a Grand Prize Draw with prizes of £500, £250, £100, £50 and four £25. If you would
like to be included in our Christmas Draw then please phone Rachel Horsewood on
Leicester 877536 for more details.

ﬁ?f What a year the Junior Band have had. It began with qualifying for the National Youth
o0

A few weeks ago the Junior Band entered the "Chiid of Achievement, Music in the

¢ Community" competition and were chosen to compete in the Semi Finals. The northern
& area semi final was held on Wednesday 10th November and a coach full of excited
¢}children and parents left Ratby early in the morning to travel to Harrogate. We had a
wonderful day meeting lots of other children who had also qualified for this competition.
There were jazz bands, brass bands, small groups from schools, solo items and an
Angklung band. As a result of the semi finals the Ratby Junior Band have qualified for
the National Finais of the Child of Achievement competition and we now have to travel,
along with the successful finalists from the southern area (which has been held in
Brighton), to London. The final will be held at the Queen Elizabeth Il Conference Center,
Westminster on March 30th 1994.

g The band have recently taken delivery of 9 new instruments due to the fact that we
%
%‘

e

have been awarded a grant from the Foundation for Sport and the Arts.

OB

a complete sell out but we would like to invite you to our Christmas Coffee Morning
which is being held at the Bandroom on Saturday December 4th from 10am to 2pm.

()

B

a.5x

We look forward to seeing you around the Christmas Tree on Wednesday 22nd December
and no doubt you will be hearing us at various other times over the festive period. From
all members of the Ratby Co-operative Band we wish you all a Merry Christmas and a

) [
?I Happy New Year.
S
)

SECRETARY:- Mrs. L. Plant, 12 Oxford

%

Road, Desford, Leicester LE9 9JN Tel: Hinckley (0455) 823883
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WINTERSUN..CRUISES & FLIGHTS!

ON EUROPEAN SUMMER INC. HOLS
ON HOLIDAYS OVER £200 PER PERSON

HOLIDAY COST DISCOUNT
PERPERSON  PER PERSON

= £ 180 o
= £ 125 i
-£ 7100
-£ 550
-£ 450
-£ 35
-£ 250
-£ 200
-£ 15

LL DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON

SMW BOOK WITH OUR HOLIDAY INSURANCE
W ?nAIIiH ATr?AVEL IN YORKS..
= DS..LANCS.. &

TRAVEL HUMBERSIDE BOOK ALL

dor W0'|'| | RATBY 01 5] AETA TOUR OPERATORS!

B ACCESS & VISA WELCOME

ABTA

LY TRAVEL e 0533 55551

CHURCH NEWS

The licensing of Rev Tony Leighton as Team Rector and Rev Michael Hardy as

[eatime Dances
team vicar takes place on Tuesday evening, 1st February 1994 at Ratby Church, by

Teatime Dances are held every il g e e e——Y

Wednesday Fortnight in the Church
Rooms in Church Lane. All receipts are
donated towards the new roof for the
Church Rooms.

You can enjoy Ballroom and Sequence
Dancing for just 50p including tea and
biscuits.

MANAGEMENT

It had been feared that Ratby's Tuesday
afternoon Mother and Toddler group would
have to close down at Christmas as we had
been unable to find anyone to take over the
running of the group. We are pleased to
announce that Lesley, Lisa and Donna came
forward at the eleventh hour and saved the
day!

Dancing time is between 2 pm and 4 pm.
on each of the following dates:-

December 8th
December 22nd
January 5th
January 19th
February 2nd
February 16th.

: I : .
A” Welcome o The group will now be starting up again 1n

& January and will be returning to its old time
1 of 2pm to 3pm.

G:'.'Coo‘o’.‘,‘o' 05 5,
e = CHURCHEVENTS ¢ ° .

1st Nativity Play Rehearsal in Church 10.00 - 11.00 am and thereafter each Saturday morning until 18th December.

5th December Family Service
12th December Nativity Play Rehearsal - instead of the usual Sunday School.
19th December Nativity Play at the 10.40 Sung Eucharist Service - children to be at the Church Rooms for 9.30 am.
19th December Children's Christmas Party. (3 - 5 pm)
Donations of cakes/biscuits would be gratefully received together with any volunteers to help.
19th December Christmas Carol Service 6pm.
Accompanied Children welcome.
22nd December Carols Around The Christmas Tree, at the Angel Memorial, Ratby (hopefully with visit from Santa Claus.) The
Revs. Tony & Susan Leighton together with the Rev. Eric Keeley will be leading the singing.
24th December Midnight Eucharist Service 11.30 pm.
25th December Family Christingle Service 11.00 am. -



[ B.T. KEYMER )

18 Parkiands Avenue, Groby.
Tel: Leicester 878926

WASHING MACHINE AND
CLEANER REPAIRS
MOST MAKES

PROMPT, PERSONAL SERVICE

+* 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE ! **

KEN TOMKINS

General Builder
Alterations and Extensions
PROPERTY REPAIRS

93 Gynsill Lane, Anstey, Leicester
Telephone: 871698

Hotile Beadty |

A1l Dbeauty treatments
a home visiting service.
10% off any treatment with this advert
55; any enquiries or to make an
appointment, please call Tina on Leics.
387565 (24 hrs).

available on

1.A., I.T.E.C. and C,I.D.E.S.C.0. qualitied.
Member of "British Assoc. of Beauty Therapy and
Cosmetology".

cORg,

B Appliance Servicing and Installation
B Breakdown and Repair Services

M Plumbing and Heating Installation q o
B Kitchen & Bathroom Design and Installation  ~Saee
@ Quality Guaranteed by Experienced Engineers

YOUR DOMESTIC GAS<\M4/

BOILER SERVICED

6 SAXONS RISE, RATBY, LEICS. LE6 ONF
B Tel: (0533) 393662

MERRY CHRISTMAS
10 ALL OUR
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V,/”\-~—~buses along Danehill aroused a lot of interest.
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Wot! next ?

Looking back through this year's issues of Wot! it
seems that our lives have been dominated by roads. The
road widening at Station Road and the question of
It all
seems a long time ago now. Have we got used to this
new stretch of road? How soon will the cedar tree we
lost be forgotten? The loss of that one tree caused

concern. Little did we know then how our surrounding
landscape would be despoiled by the bypass
construction, and by the destruction of ancient

hedgerows between Ratby and Groby.

Those of you who read the Bradgate Mail may have
noticed a report on the concerns of Kirby Muxloe
residents worried about the effects of the bypass
junction and the imminent widening of the motorway,
they are calling for a road to be built along the
Rothley brook valley between our villages. Can we then
be 1looking ahead to another year dominated by the
threat of more tarmac and traffic?

During the year we said farewell to Mr Peter Smith,
headmaster of Ratby Primary School, and to the Revd.
Peter and Mrs Jean Blackman.

We reported the retirement of Margaret Edwards, the
well-known Ratby post lady, and of Mrs Margaret Crump,
the school crossing warden.

But i$ was not all doom and gloom! We also reported on
the successes of local celebrities such as Lynda Page,
the achievements of Ratby Band, and the adventures of
local young people. The scouts went abseiling and
organised a concert.

We were able to publish some interesting old
photographs which sparked off responses from near and
far, and we included some articles and poems from
writers new to the magazine.

If Wot is to continue as a successful village magazine
we need your stories and letters!

Have you got news for us?

Come on village organisations and individuals, send us

your reports and events diaries!

The 'Wot' team are hard-pressed volunteers - we don't
have time to rush around and phone you up. Newcomers
are moving intgthe village all the time. They need to
know you are out there!

So make a New Year Resolution to report regularly for
Wot!

And thank you to those who have regularly contributed
news, articles, letters and photographs.

)

£
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Sponsored by Semces-Le;cester

Gas Appliance

Tel: Office: (0533) 393662

6 Saxons Rise, Ratby, Leicester LE6 ONF




Copper's Corner Did you Know ?

/ 1
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The New Year w m b s
A\ m z%
. BooOom
The Roman Emperor Julius Caeser set the <mmmm =z E
date of New Year at January 1st. when he ?'\ g 8 C.Z i e
bt vate Securlty Patvols introduced his new calender in 46 BC. The O '83) ga pek | ZC:E
New Year celebrations were known as the Z —-_E w o Ty
zhe po lli ce have never tolC}C Pegple N<t)T calends. During the festival the rules of 0(3 F; Z
o employ private security irms to : .
patrol their streets or homes, but we Sorety were turnqd upSI.de down - slaves m Z w P\'\
do have several concerns which we changed places with their masters. E‘ g |_'_'< ‘.r‘:‘ (@)

would suggest people ask if they are
approached by a firm offering patrols.

Perhaps this is why we dress up in fancy

1. Who are they accountable to? dress for New Year Parties. >

Not to the police, not to the
Council, not to any Government.

LIAR

2. Who are they? Can you be
confident in their credibility

and integrity?
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No police checks are carried out ...l :E?
on employees. There is no . w Q
requirement to register the CO"SUIta'uve Committee , ~— o ,
activities. ) ] s E
3. What evidence can they offer of Meetlng H ' J;g 8 m \ -
the effectiveness of such The Beaumont Police/Community (_jl) — A =0 < ] - 5\
patrols? Consultative Committee will be holding = gé m3mm ; b <
. a Public Meeting at the Babington — - Omrc L ‘ =
4. Are you prepared to continue Community College, Strasbourg Drive, ok m> C > \ ’ ;\
paying if nothing happens or the Leicester, on WEDNESDAY 8TH DECEMBER %) -<f 3 > O FU ' & )
price increases? 1993, commencing at 7.30 p.m. ‘ -~ Z — O A 8 %' & > — _C ‘\
B What checks of their performance The object of the meeting 1is to . = Z e E Py / H '«,4 g f
will they provide you? provide an opportunity for people of rr: a m < w <
the sub-division to air their views PN g X - L /
6. What will they do if they see over policing issues which concern E“ < § N % o |
anything suspicious? their Community. It is hoped that E pod m ; m > ! 7 |
' members of the community will go along — @) T == < ) > » 1 - |
Call the Police. and take an active part in the meeting ) C n < - > -U 2 D) X o —
_ to make the event a success. T »U 7 @) » »c> —
7= What are the alternatives? > 2 Z > @) mc T =9 _
~ The Consultative Committee is chaired Z m Z 4G_2c< - O T Qo 3 %
Local people can join by Councillor Mr A K Devani. Senior O mZX» <X m = 0 —
Neighbourhood Watch schemes. Police Officers from Beaumont Police < o E < O » O CZ e il
They can mount their own patrols Station will be present to answer O > < O — — r- é 2N < ' 8 rr;
(simply to look and report). questions and discuss matters raised. A 3 m Z2n2lm So /g
They can lobby their local m=< > CuZm rjz - © g ﬁ
Council to get help in It is not within the Committee's terms 0 A Fﬁ oW o =
funding/organising local of reference to discuss individual » w = _Z- (- A " §
schemes. cases. These should always be referred @ 0
to the sub-divisional Commander at
Beaumont Police Station,

Inspector P J Bruton Superintendent P McHugh.



o 0 0 CHAPEL EVENTS & o
- Sunday December 12th 4.00 pm Carol service | : e o 0 )
7 0 o Sunday December 19th 10.00 am Family service 0 - °
0o o O _ Carol practice with Sunday School 9 0
. _ Christmas Day 9.30 am Family service ﬁ 6 0 ) -
0 Box1ng Day 10.00 am Service - Preacher J. Burrows o 0 0
0 o
m@k@ 6 SHEWSTerrl T L - . o EL 8 o
0 y = .
0 Dont forget the birds in cold weath et ©
o Ly screw top jar rlue a i ather. Make sure they aIways 0
Find an empty 0 J ( 0, have access to water in freezing weather. Hang up peanuts, ) -
%Oj pfaSJﬁ c Peﬂgu‘” or a 0 : Kou cz;n buy them in the village, or put out crusts of bread e
5 0 roken into pieces and soaked in water. (D
Snfwgﬁg [or Father Christmas ) o inbirds stomachs) (Dry bread expands ~ © o
onto : ) 4
lC{ t 0 0 o
' th water. ' ' 0
g.l/ uz’e Jor w t/h » o Try making this food bell -
' rowh :
orinkle “some silver o . for the Bluetits 0
= glitter mnto the jov. ,° o
I Turn U/DS/C7I€ aown ° 0
and Shake
Replace the lid VJ%J,Q\'%—% i 2l 3 0
gnd watch the Snow Storm /! ° 0 ‘ v
o
ARBURY HALL
J}HIS & HERS “
OO
% If Marjorie who wrote the superb article . °
@®® ® about Arbury Hall would like to make 5
® //\$\> @"ﬁ contact with Mr. Willetts of 14 Wolsey 6
i@ LADIES & Drive, Tel. 387747 he would enjoy the B T @ oiece of St b
I oup am
GENTS HAIR DRESSING opportunity of swopping Arbury tales. He °0  fine string thyolgh of dm_dp Hu;flxbr’fad
was involved with the Hall in the same Yhe bottom of an empt ’
OAP i d t period. © oghourkor % Grumbs and household Put a lump of )
s welcome any day a Oo %;_E Onzoc;eol\Arzedpot- scraps fike cooket plasticene over the hole o 0
reduced rates If you do, please let us know(395179) o P EZ(?G&OF/ cheese angd n the PO{D y ond o Q
' ” con 1ag. £ill the pot with your
STYLING BLOW DRYING *FREE - °, it T
COLOURING SETTlNG IHRMOTORWI\YLESSON 0 o 5 ¢ 0
TRIMMING PERMING e 0o 4. Ask an adult to ' when set and cold © o
Tuesday to Saturday ¢ rermesLesioNs @ BEGANERS ° melt some lard n hang your “bell' i
Q
Appointments not always ALL AGES WELCOME, AND NERVOUS PUPILS!! °0 a Saucepan. ... put a tree. o
necessary 00 DontDeonStanT&i%begigv{/%?nve The Easy Way, 0 o E’Ol/lt‘{: (€{7 t g@t ‘(’OO . QO
156 Station Road, Ratby R 0 Fil ihe pot with °©
. Mel Shipley, D.0.T., AD.I M.LAM. e [ DO W 5
Tel 394429 TEL. LEIC:- 386149 E‘ ‘j o’ the melted fat and 0 ©
| *QOffer For Limited Period Only. IC[: [‘t 36{; 9]




&&& Ratby Parish Govncil &&&E

New Parish Land

The extension to Tyler Road linking to
a new junction with Station Road (next
to the Severn Trent works) is under
construction. The Parish Council has
been given a piece of land next to
this road, between the Ratby Band
building and Cawrey's new rainwater
balancing pond.

We would welcome suggestions from
residents as to how this land could
provide most benefit to the village.
Please bear in mind that any
development could be limited by cost
and restrictions of being in the
Rothley Brook flood plain. Many trees
in this area are protected by
Preservation Orders, and already
provide a valuable wildlife habitat.

All suggestions will be considered for
feasibility and cost, and no work
would begin before roadworks are

completed. Imaginative ideas please,
to the Clerk of the Council, 35 Groby
Road, Ratby.

New Bridleway

The old mineral railway line linking
the Railway pubs in Ratby and
Glenfield is under consideration as a
new bridle way. The County Council has
published official notices, and the
idea has the backing of both Parish

Councils. Provided the legal
procedures are completed without
problems, this route could be

officially open to walkers and horse
riders for the first time next year.

Park'ngg
PARK ROAY. g“@ﬁfi ond
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STATION ROAD

Park Road traffic alterations

Under recent proposals and the County
Council public notice, these
alterations should improve road safety
and traffic flow.

a) One way section - effectively no
exit to Station Road from the
hairdressers end, shaded section
only affected.

b) Parking restrictions both sides
of the road, fronting industrial
premises.

Leicester Western Bypass v pedestrians

A petition of over 900 signatures was
collected by Ratby and Groby councils,
requesting the provision of bridges
over the new road for the public foot
paths. A protest walk with the support
of the MP for Blaby was attended by
approximately 150 residents and

councillors from Ratby, Groby and
Glenfield.

The lack of footpath or cycle track
from Kirby Muxloe along Blood Hill has

apagagng Hetby Parish Cooncil 1424230

also been a source of complaint by
Ratby Parish Council.

Recycling Facilities

In addition to the bottle banks, we
now have a paper bank on the car park
at the Sports and Social Club.

Charity Collections

Many houses in Ratby recently had bags
delivered, with an invitation for
residents to leave out donations of
clothing for the 'third world'. These
leaflets had no charity name, contact
address or telephone number.

Trading Standards Department have been
contacted about this - they were very
concerned, as this practice may be
fraudulent and are investigating.

We would encourage villagers to
support charity collections, but only
bona fide ones, genuine collectors
should be happy to provide details of
the charity.

Possible re-development - Alexandra
Stone

Outline planning permission has
recently been granted by Hinckley and
Bosworth Borough Council for complete
re-development of this site into seven
industrial units, totalling 8000m’ of
floorspace. Also on the site would he
162 car spaces and 21 lorry parking
spaces.

The Parish Council and Borough
Councillor Fraser unsuccessfully
opposed the application.

- THE SERVICE GARAGE

MAIN STREET , RATBY
M.0.T. TESTS

CARS (PETROL - DIESEL)
AND
MOTORCYCLES

Hours 8.30 - 5.00 Monday to Friday
Saturday by appointment only
SERVICE AND REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN
TELEPHONE 394966

Christmas Festivities
Wednesday 15th December -
collection

Santa

A vintage fire engine and sleigh will
be collecting money for the Leicester
City Fire Brigade Museum society,
(registered charity) organised by the
Hon. Sec. Mr Ivan Crockett.

22nd Carol

Wednesday December =

Singing

Refreshments available in the Welfare
Hall from 7.00 p.m. Rev. Leighton and
Rev. Keeley will be leading the carol
singing around the Christmas Tree from

7.30 p.m. onwards. "Musical
accompaniment by the Ratby Junior
Band.

Come along and join us!

Ferndale Drive Recreation Area

Wildflower Environmental

Improvements

Meadow &

Work has started on the Wildflower
meadow. The ground has been prepared
ready for planting in the spring.
Several organisations have offered to
grow plants from seed for the meadow.

During the winter months a programme
of hedge laying will begin.

The Parish Council is able to obtain
grants from the County Council to help
pay for this work.

Play Equipment

A new roundabout with safety surfacing
has been installed.

Money has been precepted for 1994 to
enable improvement work to continue-.
Safety surfacing will be installed
beneath the senior swings.

Basket Ball Post and Net
Money has been precepted to provide
this facility in the coming financial

year.
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At Christmas time we 'deck the halls
-with boughs of holly' and bring in ivy
and evergreen to make wreaths for our
home. This tradition, together with
the 'Yule Log Fire', and the giving of
presents is a remnant of our Anglo
Saxon past.

Holly, with its red Dberries and
\\prickles was a male symbol, and Ivy,
smooth and clinging, the female.
('Just like the Ivy, I'll cling to you
wwmsm ) Both plants were also
associated with the Roman Saturnalia,
the festival of Saturn, which was
celebrated on the 17th, 18th and 19th
of December. Saturn's club was the
holly, ivy was the nest of the Gold
Crested Wren.

On Yule morning, the last of Saturn's

reign, the first foot over the
threshold had to be that of Saturn's
representative - a dark man called

'the Holly Boy'. Elaborate steps were
taken to keep women out of the way.

'Holly Boy' and ‘'Ivy Girl' were
opposed. In parts of England the last
sheaf of corn to be brought in was
tied around with ivy and called the
'"Harvest May' or 'Ivy Girl'. The
farmer who was last to get in his
harvest was given the 'Ivy Girl' as a
penalty - a symbol of ill luck.

So the carol "the Holly and the Ivy"
once represented the battle of the
sexes.

From AD600 the Christians began to
eradicate these pagan beliefs and the
Anglo Saxon Gods. The clerics, who
were the only people who could write
changed the pagan words of songs and
gave them Christian meaning.

Holly had also appeared in the ancient
Irish romance of Gawain and the Green
Knight. The Green Knight is a giant
with a 'holly bush' <c¢lub. He and
Gawain, the 0Oak Knight, made an
agreement to behead each other

The Hclly and

alternately on midsummer and
midwinter. The Hol ly Knight spared the
Oak Knight. Wit:h the coming of
Christianity the ©Oak Knight became
John the Baptist 1vho lost his head on
St Johns Day, ancl Jesus took on the
customs of the Hol ly Knight. The holly
was more glorious than the oak -

"Of all the trees that are in the wood
the holly bears t.he crown".

The holly became associated with the
crown of thorns. "The Christian church
allowed holly and ivy to be brought in
to decorate the <church, but not
mistletoe. Mistlet:0e is still regarded
as pagan today, l>ecause of its well
known association with Druids.

Mistletoe was known as "all heal" and
the berries were highly prized as an
aphrodisiac - hence the continuing
tradition of kissing under the
mistletoe bough.

One theory suggest:s that the plant has
mystic virtue beceuse of its fresh new
green winter growth.

Robin Redbreast

Robins are a favourite 1image on
Christmas cards, sometimes with a
wren, and often with holly and ivy

too.

The Robin was the Druid's King bird,
and the Wren, the Queen bird.

On the 25th December, the day of the
sun's return, the King, Robin, hunted

for the Queen, the wren, in the
forest.

This story 1is celebrated in many
ancient songs and rhymes, such as

"Hunting the Wren".

Images and symbols were shared by many
cultures throughout the world. Birds
have often represented humans.

Robin, with his red breast, 'cock
robin', has long been the husband of
'Jenny Wren', wiich her little round

next which might be lined with ivy.

The traditional Christmas song, "The
twelve days of Christmas", was
originally a song for the 'New Year',
or winter solstice. The partridge,
with its red legs was a male symbol,
and the pear tree female. It is still
apparent today that the song was about
love gifts, and it was therefore
linked to pagan fertility rites.

The oak tree is the Druid's tree and
the wren 'the soul of the Oak', and
the bird of the Druids.

These two birds also appear in other
folk sings and nursery rhymes.

In their book, "The Oxford Dictionary
of Nursery Rhymes", Iona and Peter
Opie write, "the overwhelming majority
were not composed for children, but
were remnants of ballads, folk songs
and romantic 1lyrics of a decidedly
free nature".

The Victorians changed many of the
original words and symbols, so that we
are left today with many nonsense
rhymes whose original meaning is lost.
So the 'robin' and 'wren' of nursery
rhymes are merely birds now, and no
longer the symbols that our ancestors
would have recognised.

Sources:
"The White Goddess", Robert Graves (Faber)

"The Restoration of Cock Robin" Norman Iles
(Hale) - available in Ratby Library

"The Oxford Dictionary of Nursery Rhymes"
Iona and Peter Opie
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In July I walked from the church to
the school and counted ten different
flowering weeds weeds, what are
weeds?

Are they just plants we pull up and
consign to the compost heap, or are
they the beginnings of our garden
flowers, are they the base of medical
cures or are they food plants?

Yes a weed can be any Or all of these
things.

The grass in the church yard was ready
for mowing so I could quickly spot two
kinds of Hawkweed, Shepherds Purse,
Ribwort Plantain and creeping
Buttercup. Over the road and down
Church Lane Rosebay Willow Herb was
growing amongst the tall grasses,
further along and rooting under the
fence, safe from strimmers and the
like, grew common Mallow, Dandelion,

Groundsel and Pignut.

In the cement of the school wall ivy
leaved Toad flax was growing. This
plant has a cousin growing in most of
our gardens during the summer months.
it is the Snap Dragon Or Antirrhinum.
The Snap Dragon is soO vivid, proud and
upright. The Toad Flax flower 1is
modest, delicate and retiring but when
the flower is closely examined you can
see the delicate mauve colour veined
with deeper violet and the centre of
the flower is yellow.

Rosebay Willow Herb is definitely
considered a nuisance by today's
gardeners, yet in the first
Elizabethan period it was cultivated
and thought of as "a very handsome
plant". Its other and more recent name
is Fire Weed. During the last war it
colonised the bomb sites thereby
hiding the scorched black ruins. Now
you can find it growing freely where
bonfires have been or where forest
clearings have been burned.

Whilst we are considering garden
flowers the Orange Hawkweed is another
case of a weed encouraged to grow in
gardens and then when bigger and
brighter plants have developed the
original again consigned to the road
side.

Rose, Bay Willow Hert

Ig - leaved ToadFlax

Shepherds Purse is
classified as a crucifer,

in salads.

It must be Very many ages since Pignut.

was eaten but I do assure
you the
:ggil hard lumps that form on the
wou1§1?° taste like peanuts, but it
o ake a very long time to harvest
ugh to make just one nut cutlet
let alone feed a herd of pigs. ’

ngwort Plantain - sorry but I haven't
ge fpund out about its history and
.r:eplng Buttercup I have already
go ted-about. That leaves Groundsel
andelion and Mallow and each of thesé
plants have medicinal properties.

~Z-

2.bwort Plantain
Cocks and Hens
7

botanically

SO are
cabbages and cresses. So of course :;é

leaves of Shepherds Purse can be used

Grroundsel

Culpepper recommended
Groundsel on hot
glaces on the body. The name groundsel
as descended from the Anglo Saxon

n
groundswelge" meaning ea
or ground devourer. g Tth glutton

In the past groundsel has be

as a crop for feeding pigs,engg;::n
rabbits and poultry. It also makeé
very good compost, having iron and
other trace elements that can easily
return to the soil, also once un-
rooted it will die.

We all know that the Dandelion flower

makes good wine, the
naxes leaves add to any

During the last war the

roots were
harvested, dried and roasted then
ground and the resultant brewed like
and often called ground coffee!!

I havg drunk the substitute
concoction. My comments "please may I
have a cuppa instant".

Common Mallow was considered a gentle
flower and so used to aid a gentle
woman's complexion.
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STANMASIEK SHOP AT HOME SERVICE
- Thowsands of tatiers PORTER’S DISCOUNT

GEORGIAN CARPETS

gnm

‘ Scotchgard £3.99-£45.50 sq.yd. CARPETS Did you know that the 6th December  gradually became Santa Claus, and
i Sé'%éém is known as St Nicholas' Day. It is merged with the older figure of
! N 121/3 STATION ROAD 12 1flonour of ak bl)shcl?lp of Myra (in Father Christmas, but 6th December
o6 what is now Turkey) who died on that is still the da h A ican

@mstrong s RATBY, LEICESTERSHIRE ggti lin aboutf the ycfaar AD 326. St children write 1::he";ren Ch??gil:mas
. 238 icholas was famous for his love of letters to Santa. In the

¥ - Tel: 393 /395202 children and his generosity. Netherlands, Sweden and parts of

Austria and Germany children still
By the year 1200, the tradition of wait for St Nicholas on 6th December

e giving special presents on St and put out hay for his horse.
Nicholas' Day was popular in many
C GEARY SONS‘ MM’ . countries. In the Netherlands these In the Netherlands people give small
» & o were Dbrought to children by St presents on this day, often with a
SEE and TRY our range of ; Nicholas himself, riding on a white short poem, joking about the person
THE WONBAKER% horse, led by Black Peter with his receiving the gift. This might refer
© o9 bundle of sticks to punish Dbad to his t tooth, to h ick
66 Varleﬂes Of Bread children. The Dutch introduced St tgmp;r,swee o0 o% ko her T
. S Nicholas into America when they
J i 1 34 Varletlesof CObS, RO"S, elc. settled there in the seventeenth In Germany and Scandinavia, people
! century. make gifts from marzipan or
o Lo o gingerbread, often in fancy shapes.
200 Varieties Of Cakes Qnd Pastries In the USA the Dutch Sinter Klaas
wgf&ﬁ $ EANEoN B Bt
e HOVrg rER B F [’Qﬂ%& DO YOU WANT TO IMPROVE
Chistmas o Rsms oy SE 2tra¥s 5t YOUR HEALTH ?
keS| o~ Ay s !{j‘%@ BURN AWAY UNWANTED FAT AND A.JWALDRAM
D Q RESHAPE YOUR BODY
W D o s, & REUPHOLSTERY
141»‘» M LOEVES D BODYWISE |
S e g, BY TRADITIONAL
BS Y,
c.?«UN CHEESE "” U MON 7.30-830 & SAT 10.30 - 11.30
M{*‘M 3ONzazv%’~w§OLLS STEP AEROBICS £2.50 METHOD§ .
VISIT OUR OLDE WORLDE  SHOP FILLED COBS ERICA (YMCA/RSA) TEL. 0533 711868 Telephone 0533 387733
WEDDIMG ,CELEBRATION & NOVELTY CAKES OUR SPECIALITY ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS WELCOME
C GEARY & SONS STATION ROAD ; RATBY LEICESTER 386600 PLEASE BRING A TOWEL
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Food Available
Lunch 12 noon-2 p.m.
Evening 6 p.m.-9.30 p.m.
(Sunday 7 p.m.)

Last orders 9.30 p.m.
Seven days a week

The Plough Inn,
| Burroughs Road,

| Ratby,

@ Leicester LE6 0XZ

& 0533 392103

L.D.V.

Although I was only a small boy at
the time I remember them well. My
dad was one of them, as were a
number of other Ratby men, some of
whom are still very much alive and
kicking. To them I pay my respects.

Ratby was like every other hamlet,
village, town and city in the
country in responding to the radio
broadcast by Mr Anthony Eden
(Secretary of State for War) on 14th
May 1940 calling for "large numbers
of men in Great Britain who are
British subjects, between the ages
of fifteen and sixty-five to come
forward now". They were to join
what was originally called the Local
Defence Volunteers but owing to such

nicknames as "Look, Duck and
Vanish", and "Long Dentured
Veterans" the name was shortly
afterwards changed to the Home
Guard.

Volunteers were instructed to leave
their names at their local Police
Station and so keen was the response
that many Police Stations were
besieged by potential volunteers
even before Mr Eden's broadcast was
finished. Thousands more joined
within the next few days.

A miracle had been achieved, a
"citizens army" of hundreds and
thousands of men had been formed
overnight to defend the country from
invasion.

contribution to this
3rd West

Ratby's
"citizen army" was A. Coy,
Leics Battalion, whose Company
Commander was Mr E Allcock, father
of a well known present day bowls
champion, 2nd in command was (I
believe) Mr Laurie Smith.

Head Quarters would appear to have
been above the Post Office. They had
a hut in the field at the top of
Woodman's Hill and the old barn on
the Burroughs Road was a 'meeting
place'. Like all good Home Guards
they also met regularly and often in
the 1local hostelries, but their
mission was deadly serious. They
were there to defend Ratby from the

might of Hitler's Webrmacht.
patrolled the lanes at night, they
watched for incendiary bombs and
aircraft in distress (one of which
crashed up towards 0Old Hayes Farm).
From a top the Church Tower, again
at night, they defended "vulnerable
points" and could set up road blocks
at a few minutes notice.

They

They trained hard. There was "field
firing at Bradgate, gas training at
Bestwood Lodge, and grenade training
in Martinshaw Wood. There was, until
the construction of the M1 a red
brick building in Martinshaw Wood
used for the throwing of hand
grenades and other weapon training.
There was street fighting and
patrolling courses and drill in
Ratby School playground wunder a
sergeant who served with the Green
Howards in the first world war. All
this was after a long day working
towards the war effort.

Their weapons were peculiarly Home

Guard, P14 or P17 rifles (ex U.S.
Army); Lewis Machine Guns; 76 (SIP)
Grenades, "Sticky Bombs", Mills Bomb

and the purely Home Guard Northover
Projector (a type of grenade
thrower); Blacker Bombard (29 m
Spigot Mortar); and the Smith Gun
(an artillery piece).

No one knows quite how the Home
Guard would have performed under
fire. They were never put to the
test. But what is sure is that with
the dedication of the Home Guardsmen
they would have acquitted themselves
well.

We were very pleased to receive this article
and also offers of help from Mr Lissaman &
Mr Barratt. May we ask that these gentlemen
make some notes, or ask someone to help to
do so, and that any other people who can
shed any light on the Ratby Home Guard do
the same and contact Martin (L. 395179). If
you know any shy locals who could help
please phone and we can give them a nudge!
We want to build a full picture of this group.
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Perhaps a quick round of :

for two ?

BUT, You are worried about your ﬁ

searching through your home? You feel like hiring a

to protect your valuables.
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Tone-It

Lose those unwanted Inches on our
SEVEN TONING TABLES
See results in just 6 sessions

ALSO

UNIVERSAL CONTOUR
BODY WRAP
Instant Inch Loss in 2 hours
AS SEEN ON T.V.

Y ou have nothing to lose but
INCHES!

Phone or call into
3 CASTLE ROAD
KIRBY MUXLOE, LEICESTER
TEL. 392977

EASY PARKING

It’s Sunday, and you are off to yoar

ﬂg Ratby should be getting a

@n alternative is there for everyone to join.

f[%}f‘ 7 3‘::’”\;\
Interested? Then please contact : T
PC Brian Moore on 530066 ext. 3222.

P.S. A very good side benefit is

cheaper Contents Insurance.

New Vicar for Rath?a

new team vicar in late
January or early February.

The Revd. Michael Hardy will
be based at Ratby. He is
currently the Rector of
Arnesby with Shearsby and

Bruntingthorpe. The new team
Rector for Ratby and Groby
will be the Rev. Tony
Leighton. He and his wife
will continue to be based in
Groby.

You may have heard Susan
Leighton discussing the ,
ordination of women, on {

Radio Leicester a few weeks
ago.

------------------

The Harvest Supper and Barn
dance made a profit of_,ge®
£210.35 for the Church Rooms
Roof Fund.

COPPERS

CORNER

Neighbourhood Watch

Why not join an organisation that
doesn't cost you anything? No, there
is no catch - just an invitation to
join Ratby Neighbourhood Watch, which
has benefits for both the individual
and the community.

Benefits include:

* Most insurance companies offer
lower house insurance to
residents in a Neighbourhood
Watch scheme.

* The creation of community
spirit.

* You can feel secure knowing that

your neighbours are keeping an
eye Oon your property.

Neighbourhood Watch members are not
required to give up much of their
time, nor are they expected to patrol
the streets. All that is required is
that they are expected to be alert and
respond to what is going on in their
neighbourhood.

Basically it is
relations and 1looking out
another, by reporting
suspicious to the police. It is in all
our interests with today's falling
social values and increase in crime.

good neighbour
for one

anything

The village has a good existing base
of Neighbourhood Watch schemes, but we
would like to see the entire village
covered. We do not have schemes in the
following areas:-

Cufflin Close
Journeymans Green
Wesley Close
Woodley Road
Overfield Close
Cardinal Close
Tyler Road

Chapel Lane
Robinsfield

Spring Close
Heathbrook Drive
Parkfield Close
Jordan Court
Martin Square
Windmill Close
Berrys Lane
Church Lane

and anywhere on the west side of Main

23

Street with the
Whittington Drive.

exception of

If you are interested please contact
me in person or via Beaumont Police
Station (530066) or alternatively
either of the village co-ordinators -
Ann Day (395123) or Jill Grey
(395208).

[01®)
P.C. BRIAN MOORE ﬂol%

VISITING CHIROPODIST
‘ Peter S Comley MSSCh. MBChA
QUALIFIED CHIROPODIST

Offers a Convenient and Professional
Home Treatment Service

PHONE MARKFIELD (0530) 244887
24 Hour Ansaphone * Prompt attention

Registered Member of th
British Chiropody Association

RATBY POST OFFICE

Main Street Ratby
Newsagent Confectionary

Tobacco
PHOTOCOPY SERVICE GREETINGS CARDS
HALLMARK, RUSTCRAFT ETC.

SHOE REPAIR AGENTS @
.@‘ s Open 7 Days Yo VQ/\I
N Tel. 393001 if
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Sketchley

APPOINTED AGENT

Quality Drycleaning

VES, 1T BEFMS
RIDICULOUS BUT
IT'S TRUE!

ALL THESE SERVICES
ARE AVAILABLE
UNDER ONE ROOF

INSURANCE

&
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midland fox 1
AN / |
WE PRIDE ]
OURSELVES IN [
OFFERING BEST -
ADVICE AND H
FRIENDLY SERVICE g
SO0 POP IN g
- WE'RE LOCAL -

54 MAIN STREET, RATBY, LEICESTER
TEL: 0533 393574 FAX: 0533 392975

L4

T

1

o O o
o 0
E . -
o S
’ o (7] ) z
b =
1 . o &
S osp v B
g £5 7 o
%r\, SR . ‘ §v
n ST NS
?) \Q ’r@ o % }“’
O 87 o S g
=5 2,25
8da o« 25 §
> 9,50
= - g g
QS 0o & ¢ :%) (?
o 0 e SN
o 0 . ° e O
¢ o ©O oey ° Dé‘? %\
‘€Fr€/ Can ? o © o 0 (0] (9} © Q) E
e o o o o 0 & §
o o0 o o N &
(9] 0 o) o .
<<\
(uestion o o )
What are? = ° e
Macav’om) Fa\g/ L't
blue, Jackass and  o®
Rockhopper ~ . o
Ansusey o
P o
(pristma> 7116& ar¢ a‘H fﬁp&j of o
by [ Pergan e
YoM " Denguin \

omoy PUD 52/0b0b" * $1028

QQPBIS 'SN0AS 201 - 2371 phom QMUQd - j;}Msug

24

Letters

PUBLIC FOOTPATH oR PUBLIC MUDBATH 7
WESTERN BY -PASS
KIRBY MUXLOE [ GAdENFELD . 310 98

/

PHOTOGEAPH by HORACGS GAMBLE

25

Dear Mr Editor

Full marks to Jackie Lee for her two contrasting
poems concerning the changing ernvironment -
once peaceful and pleasurable, now devastated
and dreadful.

And for what ? More roads mean less countryside
for man and nature to enjoy. More roads beget
more traffic, more noise, more pollution, more
damage to the ozone layer. More traffic begets
more roads and so the vicious circle rolls on
relentlessly. If only the ‘authorities' could be made
responsible to make some restitution for the
damage they have caused, by planting hedges and
thousands of trees along both sides of the Western
Bypass, the charge of wanton vandalism might be
tempered by a verdict of diminished responsibility.

England's greatest poet, Shakespeare, used blank
verse four hundred years ago, and a few thousand
years earlier such a style was used in the Psalms,
so Jackie Lee had no need to apologise for using

that format.
@"g

Yours sincerely

Horace Gamble



ABOVE: STAN JOINS MICK BEHIND THE BAR.

BELOW: SOME OF THE GUESTS WITH STAN & ELIZABETH.

A DAY TO
REMEMBER

November 1st saw Everards Brewery fulfil their promise to
provide a car to bring Stan and Elizabeth Marvin from Droitwich
to Stan's birthplace, the Railway Inn, to meet friends from Stan's
Ratby days and relatives living locally who Stan and Elizabeth do
not see as often as they would perhaps wish.

Photographers from both the Leicester Mercury and Everards
were there to meet them in. along with Mick and Jacqui and
representatives of the Brewery, and when the couple had finally
escaped the flashguns quite an air of expectancy had built up
amongst the guests. | hope this helped to make them feel as
special as we all felt that they were when they entered the room.

Many stories were exchanged and some photo's passed around
before lunch. Mick and Jacqui worked hard to provide everyone
with a meal of Roast Pork with apple sauce and all the
trimmings. The reminiscing continued well into the afternoon
untit it was time for the Marvins to return to Droitwich

Everyone seemed to have a good time and thanks go to those
who came and made it a special day as well as to Mick = Jacqui
and Everards Could those who came tell us about the things
they chatted about for future issues please. and for those who
did not come a litle competition The first to successfully name
everyone in these photos will win a bottle of wine for Christmas

Just phone Martin on 395179 after 10 am on Satuday Dec 11th

N/

17 STAMFORD STREET
GLENFIELD
LEICESTER

LE3 8DL

Whiting Kirby & Co

COMPARE OUR PREMIUMS WITH YOUR EXISTING INSURER

BUILDINGS SUM INSURED £40,000 PREMIUM £64.00

) ! £50,000 " £80.00

! ! £60,000 ! £96.00

CONTENTS SUM INSURED £12,000 " £49.20
) ! £15,000 " £61.50

" " £18,000 " £73.80

WE ALSO OFFER VERY COMPETITIVE MOTOR INSURANCE
PREMIUMS - WHY NOT TRY US FOR A QUOTE !

TELEPHONE (0533) 876569

Jacqueline S. Lee B.A. (Hons)
PRIVATE TUTOR IN ENGLISH

PRIMARY TO ‘A’ LEVEL
2 JOURNEYMANS GREEN, RATBY

TEL: 0533 387593

INTRODUCTORY OFFER £2.00 OFF ALL
HOURLY RATES UNTIL 01.01.1994

DEADLINE FOR LETTERS ARTICLES AND
ADVERTS FOR THE FEBRUARY EDITION OF
WOT! IS THURSDAY 13TH JANUARY

ish Bar

OPENING TIMES
Traditional Mon 6.00-11.30 p.m. <\ ADVERTS 395179
English Thurs 6.00- 11.45 p.m. \ ARTICLES 394873 OR 395179
Fish & Chips Fri  11.30- 1.30a.m. EDITOR 393367
392772 5.00 - 12.00 p.m.

LETTERS ETC TO THE LIBRARY OR

Sat 12.00- 1.30am. 35 DANEHILL OR 3 INGLE DRIVE

6.00 - 12.00 p.m. M
HapRd
New 7'68(

The views expressed are the views of individual

contributors and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the publishers.

The inclusion of an advertiser in this newspaper

does not imply a recommendation by Wot! or its
organisers,
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