
DE
CE

M
BE

R
19

87
Pu

bl
ish

ed
by

R
at

by
Sc

ou
t

IS
S

U
E

7

li
K

%
A

H
A

P
P

Y
C

H
R

IS
T

M
A

S
T

O
A

L
L

O
U

R
R

E
A

D
E

R
S

O

-
r

3^
0"

n
c

•—
3

C
Q

-

s'
l

H
IT

A
C

H
I

•
H

IT
A

C
H

I
•

H
IT

A
C

H
I

•
H

IT
A

C
H

I
•

H
IT

A
C

H
I

H
IT

A
C

H
I

F
A

ft
^-

°
\7

r
r

cy
i

m
i

o
o

^
m

>

o
n

%
§

o
^

^
m

3
°

rT
1

r
r

1

^
O

rD
QJ

<T
i

^
KJ

^
y

:=
r

CO
q

S
0)

o
O)

QJ
^

a
g

3
a

§
rT

cu
c

^
-(

T
T

T
CD

_
CD

!!
_r

^
^

O
)

Pi
-'

O
)

^
D

cn
O

J
r3

<T
>

C
L

C
n

c;:
^

^
CO

rj
"

^
^

•
C

D
=

:.
ro

(D

•I
^D

VL
IH

•IH
DV

UH
•I

HD
VI

IH
•IH

DV
IIH

•IH
DV

IIH
IH

DV
llH

Ih
OV

llH
IH

DV
IIH

'

o
o

n
o

o
n

o
o

o
o

o
o

o
•
T

J
'T

lt
f
U

'T
J
'T

i'
D

'X
ii

x
lh

J
'T

l'
-
a
'T

l

r
o

r
o

iN
ji

N
jr

v
ji

v
ir

x
jr

N
ji

o
r
o

r
v

ii
v

ir
v

i
l
-
'l

-
'C

D
O

C
J
I
J
^

i
s
.
^

l
-
'l

-
'h

-
'O

O
O

D
u

i
o

o
c
n

c
r
i
o

o
o

^
i
^

^
^

i
^

^
O

O
O

O
C

D
O

O
IX

iO
O

O
O

O
O

O
C

D
-t

iO
O

^
i.

l^
p

i^
S

S
S

K
S

E
lS

t^
l^

B
S

-1
^

<
JI

(\
:

tv
)

ID
C

D
(D

C
D

4
^

-
f
t.

^
i.

ii
^

C
O

C
O

C
O

I
V

)
C

D
C

D
C

D
^

ii
C

D
J
^

-
v

I
C

T
)

(D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D

(D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D
C

D

ll
li

®
-

^

Iy
fllk

•
"
P

T
he

v
ie

w
s

e
x

p
re

ss
e
d

a
re

th
e

v
ie

w
s

o
f

th
e

in
d

iv
id

u
a
l

c
o

n
tr

ib
u

to
rs

an
d

do
n

o
t

n
ec

es
sa

ri
ly

re
fl

e
c
t

th
e

vi
ew

s
o

f
th

e
p

u
b

li
sh

er
s.

http://www.kvisoft.com/pdf-merger/


crowpie childrens page •*
Congratubbons Sally Skmner ^oar CTudye , Mel/nda Measor of the Leicester
Pre-School Plc^rc?wps 4ssQ:iation has chosen ^our p'Ctufe -forour coverK It- was
a difficult choke •She loved Sarah Makkadum's drsw'im Cbvt ^ conhp/inh if •-•
the t^encii didnj: ftprcdace)^K^\^ cow\rve.indec{ mre Daniel fretter^ Aindre\/a Pich^d

h<M/>

wot

i5

(0

DD

SPONSORED BY DJ GRAHAM HAULAGE

t-vCDI
-S^E

m

^atbg Pary; (Smmcil
A46 Leicester Western By-Pass

At the meeting of Ratby Parish Council held
on Thursday October 6th, Mr. T. Thompson,
Chief Engineer with Leicestershire County
Council outlined the alternative proposal
for a junction between Kirby Muxloe and

Ratby. This plan had been drawn up by the
County Council following objections from
Kirby Action Group to the original
Department of Transport plan.

The Parish Council determined that a

Public Meeting would be called to enable
Ratby people to voice their opinions.

Police

Acting Inspector Grant and Sargeant Twigg
attended the November 3rd meeting of the
Parish Council. They informed us that
Police Headquarters are moving from
Blackbird Road to Beaumont Leys and that
this would ensure a better service. There

would be a 24 hour Panda car surveillance

in Ratby.

Our new local *Bobby' will be Policewoman
Henderson who is determined to get the
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme moving.

Several members of the public reported
increasing nuisance and hooliganism,
including harrassment of elderly people.

Inspector Grant emphasised that all
incidents, however trivial they seemed
should be reported to the Police. Every
incident was investigated, although
police did not always visit the informant.
Names of trouble-makers could be given
to the Police in confidence, and numbers

of cars seen speeding or driving over
grassed areas, should be taken. Ratby
is still a low-crime area.

Playing Fields

Vandalism and rubbish dumping were still
occurring. Two councillors had been
nominated to report regularly on Playing
Areas. Repairs to perimeter fencing were
to go ahead at a cost of £1000.

As the tennis courts are under-used and

constantly vandalised, the fencing would
be removed at a cost of £216.00. The

damaged roundabout would be taken away.
Repairs to play equipment were authorised
to ensure childrens' safety.
Estimates for providing safety surfaces
at both play areas totalled over
£17,000. There are not sufficient funds

at present to undertake this.

'PLACE OF WORSHIP'

Over thirty worried residents attended
a Special Meeting on October 28th to
voice their fears about a proposed 'Place
of Worship' tp the rear of 182 Station
Road. Never before has such a pressurised
campaign been experienced in Ratby.
Representatives of the "Knighton Park
Trust" have canvassed local homes and
suggested that they would provide Ratby
with a lake if their application is
successful.

The Parish Council, reflecting local
feeling have written to Hinckley and
Bosworth Borough Council recommending that
the application be refused since the
building would encroach on green belt land
— outside the area designated for
development in the Ratby District Plan.
The Parish Council have always opposed any
development on green belt land and will go
on doing so.

The Council have also pointed out that the
proposed scheme will inevitably create
traffic problems in an area where
residential development is planned, and
where an access road from Church Farm
Estate will emerge.

Members of the public left the meeting
determined to write letters objecting to
the scheme and to organise a petition
against it.

FOOTPATHS

One councillor has been appointed to

regularly inspect footpaths. He reported
that several are now blocked and that

two stiles are obstructed with barbed

wire.
CHRISTMAS

A Christmas tree would be provided again
this year. New lights would be bought
following last years vandalism. It was
proposed to hold the annual Carol Service
on Wednesday December 16th , at 7 p.m.
Ratby Parish Council wishes Ratby people
a Happy and Peaceful Christmas.

This issue marks the beginning of WOT's
second great year. We'd like to thank
all those who've made it possible.
Contributors, Advertisers, Collators
and Deliverers. Not forgetting our
Long-suffering printers C & R Printing
Services!I

GAILATEX KNITWEAR LTD.

Tel: 393103

3, Stamford St.,
Ratby,

Leicester.

Ajanufacturers of Mens & Childrens Knitted
outerwear.
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On. a be-awtLfjii. Suaday, afJiSAnoon., ttie. fJ.yLAt in
OcJiobeA., d d&.CA.de.d to toko, a walk 'up the.
Bun/LOuyhA '. Bony. othoA. pe.opte tiad the. Acme.
tde.a and id. wcui gA.e.at me-ediiLg. otheA.
condended watkoAA olIao erLkoying. pAobabty the.
taAt Aunay. apteAnoon. of- the tade AumneA.
the rrLapOA-idy of wadkeA.-i wene behaving, in a
coAAect faAhton keeping, to the Aoad oa
footpadhA, gdving due oonAideAotdon. to tocad
fjOAmeAA whtlAt Aditt enfjoying. the benefJdA
of fneAk ai-A and beaudifud AceneAy. Bud
i-An't thene oiwayA Aomeoae to Apoid id old.
Why eon't people Atay on. footpadhA, why do
they feed that they can wadk oven open
fdeidA widty niddy. The coupte J wnide of
accorapanted by dog. coAAecddy AeAtAadned
by lead, tefd the BuAjioughA fioad by the
bAook and J imagined they weAe about to
walk the footpath to StamfoAd Styieed. But
no - they pAO needed to walk acjioAA one
meadow, thnough a bcuibed wine fence uito
the next. By thlA time 3 waA fjiuAtAoded
in my indendionA to do Aomedkung about id
by one impatdend huA.band anxdouA to
pAOceed.
SuAely AenAibte people AealiAe that If theAe
Ia the need to AiAk inpmy byAqueepng

thAOugh a bcnbed wine fence, that the way aa
not open to wadkenA. Sunety AenAible people
AealiAe that the way out of a meadow oa
field fnom a coundAy footpath Ia to Aeek
a Atile Aided on the footpath. Sunely
AenAible people AealiAe that if we aid acted
in that way, Aoonen oa laden the ownen of
the field could Aetaliade and we would need
to fight to Aedain oun acceAA to the
footpadhA in oun faniAh. Can 3 oAk, even
plead, with people who acd in thlA way,
pleaAe have a little mone conAidenation foA
othen people'A pAOpenty and familianiAe
youAAelf with the counJny code and youA local
footpadhA and whene AtileA ane located
befoAe you ventune out into the open
coundny.
0.3). Smalley.

BABY AMD TOIUCT RSQUISITZIS

»0MB: ^ HOakCOEOBATHIO l>OBI>ICINE£

JC. E. ELLIS M:.F*.S.

CHEMIST

58, MAIN STREET. RATBY.
T«lt 3a3-|39.

AGFA FILMS

DEJVBLOPiisra ac printino

SEE and TRY our range of ;

C. GEART&SOHS
THE CatSMHQH BAKERS

66 Varieties of Bread

34 Varietiesof Cobs, Rolls, etc.

200 Varieties of Cakes and Pastries

S,Efi8SEy

EREfiP

H LOaVES

rer<6&)>

•— ./I El -ijjn

VISIT OUR OLDE WORLDE^ SHOP Jt' iLLED GOiBS
WEDDING,CELEBRATION & NOVELTY CAKES OUR SPECIALITY

C GEARY & SONS STATION ROAD , RATBY Leicester aseeoo

NEWS FROM RATBY METHODIST CHURCH

On the evening of Saturday 17th October
the Church Hall echoed to laughter and
appreciative applause as the Choir and the
Women's Institute Concert Party combined
to provide an evening of melody and comedy
at which many unsuspected talents were
revealed. A packed house relished the song,
dance and hilarity made all the the more
enjoyable for knowing the performers - and
the evening was nicely rounded off with
refreshments and chat. An evening to

remember - watch for the next!

Christmas approaches fast, and as usual
we have a full programme ahead, beginning
with the Mini-market on Saturday 26th

November from 11.00 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. Come

and fill the gaps in those Christmas
stockings - after which, soup and a lunch-
time snack will restore your energy.

Our Sunday services for the season begin
with a Christmas musical at 4.00 p.m.

"The King of Love", performed by the Choir
with Susan Roberts as soloist. On December
13th at 10.00 a.m. a special morning service
"In Praise of Christmas" will be led by

Dr. Teifion Bryant. The afternoon service
at 4.00 p.m. will be the Christmas Carol
Service; this will be followed by tea, and
at 7.00 p.m. we shall leave the Chapel for
a carol-singing tour of the village on
which anyone who enjoys singing carols is
warmly invited to join us. We return to
the Chapel at 9.00 p.m. for a warm drink.
On Christmas Day our Family Worship at
9.30 a.m. will be led by our Minister,
Rev. Ivan Homer (children are invited to
bring one of their presents to show the
rest of us); and Mr. Homer will again lead
the service on Sunday morning, 27th
December (no afternoon service).

Do come and join in any of the above, or
in our regular activities —and a very
happy Christmas to you alll

LUXURY COACHES FOR PRIVATE PARTIES
SOCIAL OUTINGS ETC.

ASTILL & JORDAN LTD
The Garage, Station Road, RATBY
Your local daily Bus Service

** Established over 60 years**

Phone 393118

P£TROC***
(Attended Petrol Station)

W.I. Ladies pictured at the recent
concert.

His W Hers

Ladies and Gents Hairdressing

156 Station Road, Ratby.

OAP's welcome any day at reduced rates
Styling Blow Drying

Perming Colouring

Setting Trimming

Appointments not always necessary

Tuesday to Saturday

Competitive prices and Friendly Service

For Appointments

Phone Leicester: 394429

MAIN street , RATBY

M.O.T/S , SERVICING A REPAIRS

accident REPAIRS , BODYWORK
Consult your Local Experts

FIRST CLASS WORKMANSHIP

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
FREE ESTIMATES
INSURANCE WORK A SPECIALITY

Tel. 394966
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After Shave

.from 1.95

OUSTING POWOfR

KIDDIES
CHAIRS
£.1.99

CHARLIE

GoLlghtty

12.95

NEW ADIDAS

After Shave

from 1.50

PARTY
POPPERS

lO't
ONLY

89p

VANDERBILT
FREE

UMBRELLA
with »iy two

purchases

ENGUSH

COUNTRY FLOWER

Talc,Foam bath
Cotton^l

only 99p

SL/\J

/Stockist of,
MAGNIVISION

Magnifying
reading
glasses

PARIS

YARDLEY
cubes

64 STATION ROAD, CLENFIELD, LEICESTER Tel: 872713
OPEN:MON—FRI 9.00—6.30 SATURDAY 9.00 —5.30 Kourous

Aramis
aco Raba

VictoriaPfcim

OFfBKS SUBJBCr TO AVAILABILITY

ESTEE LAUDER
Youth Dew

-from
i7,00

y

BRUT

DARTS

YARDLEY

^Jl

PIUS MANY MORE GIFT IDEAS

Friends

Card/ii
Shave

Speeiai

CHRISTMAS PAST

Our Christmas began bright and early
of coursey with the emptying of our
stockings. We always had one 'big^
present from Mum and Dad, clothes
from Grandparents y a tangerine orange
wrapped in silver paper and a little
hag of gold wrapped chocolate coins.

The rest of the day was spent with
my grandparents at 'Box Tree Farm'.
Grandpa's brother and his large
family would come for tea and
supper and we had a marvellous
time running around and playing
in the attics and all the rooms.

We were allowed to stay up until
about 9.Z0 p.m. when Grandma would
say 'Time for bed' and my brother
and I were taken up the back stairs
to a small bedroom at the back of
the house. Wo electric light upstairs
so we had a Frices Wight Light in
a saucer of water put on the
dressing table. I remember so well
the flickering shadows on the walls
and ceilingsy we'd cover our heads
with the bedclothes!

Boxing Day was the return visit to
my Great Uncle's at Bondman Hayes,

The morning and early afternoon were
full of activity. This was the day
that all the menfolk went shooting
and we kids were employed as beaters
to make as much noise as possible
and drive the game towards them.
Don 't think it was very successful
but we all enjoyed ourselves and came
back to the farm very hungry.

The farmhouse wasn 't very big and
the table seemed to stretch from wall
to wally overhung by a lovely brass
parrafin lamp. However there were so
many of us that there were always two
sittingsy we children always lasty no
shortage of lovely food and trifles
though. There was no room for a
Christmas tree but two hoops entwined
and decorated hung from a corner of

the sitting room near the stairs and
always looked lovely especially when the
lamps were lit. (No electricity or tap
water here).

Ne had no television and the batteries
for the wireless often needed charging
but we had a piano and the know how to
entertain ourselves and it was
WONDERFUL!!

Margaret Green - (Christmas 19'60's)

MOORES OF RATBY
FOR ALL YOUR CHRISTMAS FARE

JOHN & DIANE WISH ALL CUSTOMERS,

OLD and NEW,

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS

a HAPPY 19888

MINCE PIES PLUM PUDDING

BRING THIS ADVERT and GET 25p OFF ANY BOTTLE OF DINNER WINE

^ff^r available while stocks
last - up to December 31st 2987
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Dear Readers,

By now most people are aware that we have gone
under new management. We are very grateful
for everyone 's good support and hope that
things will continue the way they have done
so far.

The Playgroup is run for the children of
Ratby. The group has to be self-sufficient
financially.

We would like to take this opportunity to
inform the village of a few forthcoming
fundraising events. These will be to
finance the childrens ' Christmas Party
and also to purchase necessary equipment.

Toy Sale - Friday Z7th November
7.Z0 - 9.00 p.m.
Welfare Hall

Christmas Fayre - Wednesday 2nd December
2.00 - 4.00 p.m.
Church Rooms

Please look out for notices and posters
in shop windows.

We really do rely on everyones support,
so please come along. You may just find a
good bargain or two.

Lesley, Margaret and Lyn
Ratby Playgroup Leaders

STOP press!! 'punch AND MUNCH'on Dec. 17th
at 186 Station Road, Ratby. 8 - late.

Wift ^ull£( f^eao
23 ittain Street, IRatbp

(Cclepbone: 393256
FOR

FINE BEERS TRADITIONAL AND KEG

RESTAURANT NOW OPEN
EVENINGS TUESDAY TO SATURDAY

PRIME STEAKS OUR SPECIALITY

FUNCTION ROOM NOW AVAILABLE FOR
YOUR SPECIAL PARTY

SKITTLE ALLEY FOR HIRE

BAR GAMES - QUIET LOUNGE

YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL
FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS

SUNDAY LUNCHES

CONTECnONHTr ac:

CAR VVASH

M.O.T. WORK V

'UNCTURE REPAIRS\
iACKING SERVICeV
RVICE & REPAIRsX
YPES OF BATTERIE^

MAKES OF 7YREs\
lENU SERVICE £39.95 \

(Includtng Vat)

LUEBELL SERVICE STATIC
LBCeSTCR ROAD

NO JUKE BOX,
NO SPACE INVADERS,

NO DISCO, NO POOL TABLE
Just a fine old traditional English pub with a selection of
fine traditional ales and goc^ old fashioned hospitality.

RAILWAY INN
STATION ROAD, RATBY

Christmas Shopping, in Ratby

You don't have to leave Ratby to find
all those Christmas gifts. We've been
out and about in village shops looking
for ideas.

Ratby T.V. is a veritable Aladdin's
Cave with torches for children

from £1.50, and how about an Electronic
Kit for ten year old budding engineers?
Completely safe and with full
instructions, £15.95 and £25.90. Ladies
might like a hairdryer, the Braun
Lady Elegance costs £15.99, and if
you're feeling affluent the JVC midi
Hi-Fi systems are on offer at £299.
You might just have enough change left
for a Fairy Light Tester, in stock now
at 99p.

Thinking of children again, Pabari's
have a wide range of toys. We spotted
some good stocking fillers, a Transformer
pen for 99p, Car Wash Kit at £1.49,
and how about Rubik's World Puzzle for

£6.49?

Rush to Stamford Street stores for your
'Dumpies'. These satin-soft puffy
animals are selling fast at only £3.99.
Boys and girls will love the 'Piano
Book' an electronic keyboard, £2.99.
(There's always someone playing with it
in the shop I) And a bargain stocking
filler, Conte Painting Pencils for
£1.00.

You'll find plenty of ideas at the
Post Office too, including a good
range of jigsaws. We spotted 'swimming
goggles' for £2.55, pocket games for
96p, and for the three year olds, how
about 'Happy Days' Building Bricks

at £4.80.

Still stuck for ideas for children ?

You can't go wrong with books. The
School bookshop is open every Tuesday
at 3.15 p.m. and stocks a wide range
of affordable paperbacks for 3+ age
group.

J.T.LEE

32 Main St. Ratb

QUALIFIED WATCHMAKER
and JEWELLER

Tel. 395244

Spoil yourselves with chocolates from
a good selection at Moores' Station
Road Store. They also have a Christmas
catalogue you can order from.

For that special lady, Ellis the
chemist has a range of perfumes which

are said to be identical to expensive well
known brands for only X of the price.

How about Snooker soaps at £1.45,
and some of the stocking fillers
we noticed. Soft Baby toys for 79p,
fashion jewellery from 85p, hair
clips and accessories at low prices.

J.T. Lee the jeweller has ornaments

that children can afford to buy for
mumsl Digital watches start at £3.00,
and there's a good range of gold and
silver jewellery.

For something completely different,
we suggest a Gift voucher from Tony,
at His & Hers or Julie's Hairdresser.

She also stocks some small gifts;
we took a fancy to the 'Furry
Friends' at £1.251

Or make someone's Christmas really

cosy with a Sheepskin Rug from Porters
Discount Carpets, only £17.99.

Geoff and Mary Widdowson always have
some beautiful Poinsettia and Cyclamen

plants.

We only have space to print a small
selection here. Why not go and have a
look you'll be amazed at the
variety and value I I

PABARl'S

RATBY NEWS
FOR A LARGE SELECTION OF

WINES, SPISITS, BEERS, CIDERS IND
SOFT DRINKS

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

GREETINGS CARDS, STATIONERY
AND

A VAST SELECTION OF

CONFECTIONERY
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES

DELIVERED DAILY

aNCLUDING SUNDAYS)

SELECTION OF THE LATEST VIDEOS
NOW ON HIRE

OPEN TIU 1I.N y.H. MONDIT t* SITUSDKT
nU Z.N f.m. SBNDKT

7.N TIU S.OO P.H. SVNDIT EfENINO
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stir-up Sunday - the Sunday prior to Advent
marks the beginning of preparations for the
great midwinter Christmas festival. The
Christmas pudding was mixed and stirred on
this day by each member of the family and
the stir accompanied by a wish. Prior to
trading with the New World and the far East
with its introduction to this country of
spices, dried fruits and sugar, the
Christmas Pudding was actually a thick
soup with the addition of eggs, breadcrumbs
and prunes which gave the name Plum pudding.

The Christmas festival originally lasted for
12 days and was a Christian celebration over
a more ancient pagan feast. Turkeys only
entered the eating scene around 1550 with
peacocks, swans, geese and roast beef
preceeding the American immigrant. Mince
pies originally contained shredded meat with
fruit and spices, busy housewives found that
fruit and spices could be mixed some weeks
prior to Christmas with the addition of
brandy and the meat included at the last
minute before baking. It was a short step to
leaving out the meat and thus our present
mince pies evolved.

iht .
/CiSSii^

Mistletoe and holly have been revered for
many centuries with holly, an evergreen and
symbol of undying life, used to decorate
houses and places of worship in pagan times
at the time of the winter solstice. This
practice was continued by the Christian
church whilst the use of mistletoe is still
limited to domestic dwellings. Mistletoe was
sacred to the Norsemen and the Golden Bough
of the druids was hung over doorways as a
symbol of peace and hospitality and a
protection from thunder, lightening and evil
of all kinds. A custom exclusive to the

15

B.T. KEYMER
18 Parklands AvenueiGroby.

Tel: Leicester 876926

WASHING MACHINE AND
CltjaajlSgURS
PROMPT, PRRSOMAL SPRVICe

* * 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE * ft

THE PLOUGH INN

RATBY

Fine Lunchtlme Fayre
&Marstons Brewing Excellence

Our Winning Combination
English is kissing under the mistletoe which
began with mistletoe being included in the
Kissing bough - a crown of greenery, lighted
candles, apples, ribbons and sometimes small
presents suspended from the ceiling but
which in recent times has often degenerated
into a bunch of mistletoe hung from a lamp
shade! If you're going to use that mistletoe
S^ve it a spectacular setting in a kissing
bough then there can be no excuse for missing
it when the bough is sure to strike anyone
over 4'6" in a modern house with low
ceilings!
The giving of gifts dates back to Roman
times when presents were given to
relatives and the poor at the feast of
Saturnalia, later to be represented by the
gifts offered by the Magi to the Infant
Christ and by the opening and distribution
of the contents of Poor Boxes in churches
on the feast of St. Stephen (Boxing Day!)
Father Christmas in England, St. Nicholas
in many European countries and Santa Claus
in America are all traditional gift
bringers. In pagan times it fell to Odin
rewarding or punishing his worshippers and
then Christianity gave the job of gift-
bringer to St. Nicholas, a bishop during

f'ourth century who legend says gave
anonymous gifts to those in need and .
became the patron saint of children,
captives and sailors. Our Father
Christmas is really a fifteenth century
ideal figure showing the joys of Christmas
in some Mummers Plays and he was actually
abolished in 1644 with all other Christmas
customs, only to return at the Restoration
and to turn up every year since. I don't

he' 11 forget to come this year so
do get to bed early!
Have a very happy Christmas!
Lynn Mellor

MOUTHWATERINGLY

FRESH

COOKED MEATS and CHEESES

HAM "OFF TEE BONE" - ROAST BEEF

ROAST PORK - TONGUE - PORK PIE

RED LEICESTER - DOUBLE GLOUCESTER

BLUE STILTON - CATHEDRAL CITY

ALL FRESHLY CUT FOR YOU

*FESH CREAM CAKES DAILY"^
*FRESH FRUIT & VEG*

^GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS*
*WINES, BEERS AND SPIRITS*
LUTOMER AND TIGER MILK (1 Itr) £2.99
BLACK TOWER £3.11 COUNTRY MANOR £1.83

SKOL 51p - CARLING/HEINEKEN 53p
XXXX - 62p STELLA (% Itr) ?5p
NEWCASTLE 67p GUNNESS 9Op (Btl)
GOLD LABEL 54p (Btl) MANNS 79p (Btl)
WHISKEY - GIN - RUM - VODKA - BRANDY

JOIN OUR NEW VIDEO CLUB

MEMBERSHIP FREE

TOP FILMS - ALL TITLES BOOKABLE

- CROCODILE DUNDEE - TOP GUN -

- PEGGY SUE GOT MARRIED -

- THE LAMP - GOLDEN CHILD -

- HOUSE 2 - ETC. ETC. -
It it It It * *

DON'T FORGET YOUR PETS.'

PREPACK HAY - SAWDUST

LOOSE RABBIT FOOD - PREMIUM 20p lb
LOOSE HAMSTER FOOD 20p lb

ORDERS DELIVERED FREE*

TELEPHONE 393241

BETTER STILL - COME TO

STAMFORD SIREET STORES

87 STAMFORD STREET RATBY

Editorial

GREEN BELT THREATENED

Already the proposed A46 Leicester
Western By-pass has attracted development
to Ratby. A group calling itself a
Christian Group, "The Knighton Park Trust"
has submitted a planning application for
a Place of Worship to be built on green
belt land.

Attempts to discover the exact nature of
this Trust have been unsuccessful.

Not surprisingly, certain residents are
concerned as to the genuine Christian
basis of this group and wish to be
reassured of this group's bona fide and
intentions. Although it is understood
the Trust has access to considerable

funds (a contrast with established
Ratby Churches, presently struggling
to maintain buildings).

The proposed development shows no

indication of benefit to local people.

If we are to retain our green wedge and
our identity as a village community we
must oppose any development which directly
or indirectly threatens it. This is
regardless of the nature or purpose of
the development. There is little enough
green space left around Ratby. This
scheme would mark the first major dent
in the green belt. What would follow?...
• • • 6 • • •

Don't hesitate to write to us or the

address below to express your views.

District Planning Officer
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council
Argents Mead

Hinckley

A copy of this edition of WOT has been
forwarded to Knighton Park Trust inviting
them to explain their organisation and
proposals which we have offered to include
in the next issue.

M. M. & K. A. PLUNKETT
GENERAL BUILDERS

Quality Tradesman
Free estimate & advice

8 Markfield Road

Ratby, Leicester
LEG OLP Tel. Leicester 392464



FAREWELL TO ANOTHER RATBY LANDMARK

As the sun came up on the 1st October,
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council's
Community Programme Gang arrived and
one of Ratby's landmarks started to

come down. Before that day Harry

"Drummer" Barratt's fish and chip shop

near to the Plough Inn was just a rusty
old hut to many newcomers to Ratby, but
those with memories knew it as the

place where good cheap meals could be
obtained, and the companionship of
village life enjoyed.

Harry Barratt started in the world of
business with a tripe shop and small

poultry farm in Stamford Street,

opening his fish and chip shop in the

1930's. Microwaves and convenience

foods were never even visualised_, and
village men were employed mainly in
coalmining and farming, and the need
to feed a family for just a few pennies
was uppermost in every mother's mind.
Then pigs trotters, cow heel, tripe and
peas were a cheap source of nourishment,
fish and chips came later.

When Harry Barratt retired,another local
man took over the running of the shop,
Mr. Sid Prentice now sadly no longer with

us. Mr. Cliff Prentice, his brother,
following in his footsteps until the
middle 1940's, men from neighbouring
villages taking over when he retired from
the shop. After it closed in the 1950's,
it was left for many years as a monument

to past daySjsometimes used as a store.
Mr. Prentice recalls that fish and chips

could be bought for 6d. in his day,
customers bringing their own newspaper in
which to wrap the parcel to keep the
contents hot. The Burroughs Lane "chippy"
was famed for miles around as seating was

available for twenty people to eat their
meal in the shop. The first MacDonald's
perhaps? Friday was the busiest night
of the week as women employed at Wolsey

bought the Friday night meal on their way
home. Customers visiting the Plough Inn

on Saturday nights would order their fish
and chips and collect them on the way home,
often too "merry" to eat their meal.
Mr. Prentice made his own vinegar from
acetic acid, water and brown sugar, a

licence was required before he could
purchase acid from the chemist. He bought
his fish from Tricks of Leicester Fish

Market. Towards the end of the 1939/45 war

the fish was almost too expensive for him
to buy and sell at a profit but he felt

Ml--

that he was providing a much needed

service. If potatoes ran out, help was

nearby in the shape of Mr. Albert

Pickering who also ran a "chippy" in
Berrys Lane, and he was always
prepared to help out. Mr. Pickering sold
vegetables from a cart pulled by a horse
for many years until he purchased a second

hand bus.

Many past customers will remember the pike
which Mr. Barratt caught, had stuffed and
displayed in a glass case in the shop. It
has long since disappeared but it was once

a source of amusement and conversation. An

amusing incident recalled by Mr. Prentice

was of a small boy who regularly produced
a bag full of pop bottles for the return
money, until he found the young rascal was
taking them from the empties crates stacked
in his yardl

Yet another of Ratby's land marks has
disappeared, but it had become unsightly and

necessary to demolish. But there are still

people in Ratby who will remember the old
"chippy" for many a day to come.

Olive Smalley

Mrsy SPORTS cm
woLtid Like, to wtyih. auLL the. vhLLag.e and
-utA membenA

mm cH'RJsmAS

and a

fRosfenous n&j yeAR

Att nL&nbejiA one ivetcome to ceheb/iate

the f.eAttve AeaAon du/itng. the m.any.
eventA to be ketd at the chub.

A Sponsored by
Gas Appliance
Services-L^cester

6 Saxons Rise, Ratby, Leicester LE60NF
Tel:Office: (0533) 393662

fRjzes QAime - ratbu scouts

The weekend of. the 17th and 18th Ochoben
Aaw thn.ee tntneptd patnodA fjiom the 1At
Ratby, Aet. fo/ith to the AAdby - CoatvAJde
OtAtntcot Camp Stte fon. the AnnuaJ. DtAt/U-ct
Camp CompetLtton. How La tt they adwayA
manaye to chooAe a ntce wet weekend?

Weathen. apa/it we obtained a cnedtbte
Aecond and thtnd. Qotd Atandwid cerLttfteateA
being, p/ieAented to LLoha and FatconA and
a Ai^ven. awand fon. OApjieyA.

Fntday 30th Octoben. alAO aojjj the /leAuJt of
the T/ioop patnot eompetltton which La
decuded on eveny 6 monthA. fo-untA an.e
awa/ided fon. tujinout, Acout badge wonh,
pnoyectA and eompetltion won.k. Cteaji
wlnne/iA wejie OApn.eyA ted by Nathan Dichman
(208'/2 ptA) with FateoriA in Aecond ptaee
(201 ptn), StagA thind (199 ptA). LionA
winnejiA of the loAt competitton wen.e Fth
(195 ptA).I /yp poA/.

ChntA (toodwand .
Scout Leaden

FUN AND friends!

That's the motto of the 1st Ratby Beavers,
and we have certainly lived up to it in the
past few weeks 1

On Saturday 26th September seventeen Ratby
Beavers joined forces with over a hundred
Beavers from neighbouring villages for a
Sing-along in Johns Lee Wood. Everyone had
lots of FUN eating hot dogs and singing
songs around a camp fire. Thanks to the
parents who helped with transport'.

A few days later the Beavers made some very
special FRIENDS when a blind lady and her
guide dog, accompanied by a lady helper
and her two retired guide dogs, visited
our weekly meeting. It was extremely
interesting learning about the training
of guide dogs for the blind, and all the
boys were delighted to receive a badge at
the end of the meeting.

On 11th November the Beavers were each given
a Christmas Tree picture to colour, with the
aim of raising funds for those children less
fortunate than themselves. We are very
grateful to all of you who contributed.

The Beavers meet every Wednesday in school
between 5.50 and 6.45 p.m. in the School
Hall. Each meeting is different but might
include songs, making items, quizzes and
always games!! We should welcome anyone who
would like to come along, either regularly
or once in a while. If you have an
interesting hobby or job, then perhaps you
might like to talk to the boys about it.
For example, future meetings include a talk
on model aeroplanes by Mr. Mellor and one
on road safety by our very own lollipop
lady, Mrs. Crump.

For further information contact R. Bent ^
(394873), J. Harrison (393871)
J. Hawksworth (870134).

Swifts - Cubs Cross Country

When the District Cross Country was changed
from the 10th October to the 17th October
because there was another event on the 10th
at Groby H.Q., we had to hastily change our
arrangements.

I'm convinced the District had some inside
information, because the 17th couldn't have
been better, the sun was shining brightly
and not a cloud in the sky.

Naturally the ground was very wet underfoot
after all the rain from the previous week,
but that didn't deter our Cross Country
Runners, who all did very well. The under
11 team consisting of Michael Greenwood,
Matthew Byrne, Thomas Shipman and Paul
Haezwindt won the 3rd place for the under
11 's.

Congratulations to them, and to the other
two teams who took part. Well done all
of you.

Akela

I £5 prize to the sender of the i
funniest caption for this photoI 'jPScflti

-K ' "

SPONSORED BY
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_ Alexandra

Reg. Office. nRBY MOXLOE IBCESTER IfS MR. Reg. No. 126382Englend.
Telephone: LEICESTER (0833)392813



BEEBY & SIMPSON

SUPPLIERS & INSTALLERS

OF "UPVC"

DOOR & WINDOW SYSTEMS

LEICESTER

386339

Vc

EARL SHILtON

45826

FREE ESTIMATES ON ALL OUR DOUBLE
GLAZED PRODUCTS IN:

WHITE U.P,V.C.

WOODGRAIN FINISH U.P.V.C.

ALSO

SUN LOUNGES & CONSERVATORIES

DEADLINE FOR LETTERS, ARTICLES AND ADVERTS
TO GO IN FEBRUARY'S ISSUE OF WOT IS
THURSDAY 14TH JANUARY, 1988.
ADVERTS - PHONE 395179
ARTICLES - PHONE 393279
EDITOR - 393367
HOTLINE11 PHONE US ON 386980 OR 39517^
WITH ANY INTERESTING OR UNUSUAL NEWS,

0
Send a

p
box In the. Feb/aui/L^ iA-^ue of. WOT

ooAtA orUy, £2.00
MaxAjmm 25 ivoAjdU
Send ^OLUL nieA^ag.e with money, to
elthen, 35 DanehLLL, on

50 Stamfond Stneet
by. ^anuany. 1kth.

itflonejy 4ent with unpnlntabte
meAAoyeA wUJ. be donated to
dlQAlMj.).

Deav Editor,

Please do not think I am a kill joy, but
I am very concerned that a once simple
treat for young children has now become
an excuse for blackmail and vandalism!

Too strong a statement you may think.
No say I!

My husband and I went out for the
evening on Halloween leaving the
children in the care of grandparents,
Two youths knocked on our door on
the pretext of 'Trick and Treat'.
Grandfather declined their offer very
politely and was rewarded by having
one of his tyres let down. Both
grandparents are in their late
sixties and grandad is disabled
often needing the support of a
walking stick. In fact the car bears
disabled stickers both back and front.

An isolated incident you may say.
No I Since then I have spoken to
several people in the village and
have heard tales of elderly people
being too terrified to open their
doors and other acts of vandalism.

What's the solution! I don't know,
but perhaps the culprits might feel
a little guilty when they read this
letter and think twice before they
do anything as irresponsible again

Mrs Angry
(name and address
withheld).

Dear Editor,

supplied.

Firstly I must make it absolutely clear
that I have no ill feelings towards dogs,
but I am extremely concerned. I am unable
to say the same for the inconsiderate
selfish dog owners, that we are unfortunate
to have in our community.

Why do these people persistently and
blatantly continue to break the law. The
council put up notices but instead of
detering these few, they let the dogs -
use these lamposts as well.

Perhaps we should teach the dogs to read?
There owners don't seem to be able to.

Come on you few don't spoil it for the
community.

Concerned Person

(Name and address supplied but withheld)

P.S. What are the Council doing about it.13

RATBY PRIMARY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

proudly presents its

CHRISTMAS

CURTAIN^'RAiSER

SCHOOL HALL

featuring

•k Children's Games k Seasonal Refreshments k

k Christmas Raffle k Christmas Sing-a-long k
k Book Stall k Cake Stall k Christmas Paper, etc k

FRIDAY 4th DEC.

2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.ni

Appliance Servicing
and Installation

Breakdown and
Repair Services

Plumbing and
Heating Installation

f Quality Guaranteed
by Experienced

Engineers j

^ J ^

Gas Appliance Services
6 Saxons Rise, Ratby, Leicester LE6 ONF

Telephone: (0533) 393662
1^.tsW

A full Design, Supplyand installation
service Is now available from our

Showroom and DIY Centre
• KITCHENS . BATHROOMS . REPLACEMENT WilMDOUVS

. COMPREHENSIVE HEATING, PLUMBING & DIY PRODUCT RANGE

SHOWROOM AND DIY CENTRX AT:
90 Main Street, Newbold Verdon, Desford, Leicester LE9 9NP

Telephone: Desford 2536
0PENM0N-SAT9a.m.-6p.m.
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nature notes
"An every day story of Furry Folk'

by Arthur Fallowfield

Hello me Deary O's

As the Autumn nights draw in, my garden
is frequented by numerous little
visitors. By late August the Tiggy
Winkles arrive. Mrs Tiggy Winkle a
rather portly hedgehog spends most of
the summer in a small hollow beneath
the bank on the rear of my garden.

When my children were young they
delighted in feeding them on a
traditional fare of Bread and Milk.
Another regular visitor on November
nights is a Tawny Owl. Some two years
ago I was taking a picture of Halley's
Comet. The camera was all set up on the
tripod, the night sky scanned and the
dim distant object of Halley's comet
located. Then at the crucial moment,
out of the darkness came the ghostly
form of Mr. Owl. He promptly landed
on the camera tripod, taking care to
place his big furry talons across the
lens. Despite his hurried departure,
by the time I had re-composed the shot
the night sky became obliterated by
dense cloud and my last chance of
seeing Halley's Comet in my lifetime
disappeared forever.

tf'- <

KAiJi-

,/raic

ORTER'S DISCOUNT
\ Jk 121/3 STATION ROAD, RATBY, LEICS^

I O SHOP AT HOME SERVICE TEL: 39323§,

'B0

'Patterned lounge quality I
'Bedroom quality I
'American Sculptured i

'50/50 WOOL barber I
FREE FITTING \
(MlN10sqy<») \

★ Cushionfloor *k
, Scotchguard kitahenc^

ALL AT

COMPETITIVE
^ PRICES

• 'ALTC^ETS ARE GUARANTEED*
THE FAMILY BUSINESS BUILT ON RECOMMENDATIONS

rgSNAPPY
^5, NAPPIES

Est. reliable free delivery service

e.g. Ultra Pampers 44 - £6.45
" " 88 -£22.50

also Peaudouce

24 hr. answering service.

LEIC. 876661

RATBY POST OFFICE

Main Street, Ratby

Newsagent. Confectionery.
Tobacco.

e o

I PHOTOCOPY SERVICE GREETINGS CARD^

:Hallmark, Rustcraft etc.i/Sp,
SHOE REPAIR AGENTS OPEN 7

Tel. 393001.

JULIE'S
HAIRDRESSING

MAIN STREET, RATBY

Traditional & Modern

Styling

Telephone: 392406

^ ?
d tiope goon. neMJVunent Pa OAAumed

flQ Abbey Life (Jfi)
(OfA a cjiackoA.) I

CtuiPAtmoA

dlcuitln F/iedateA. L. 395179

Abbey Life Assurance Company Limited

Gas Appliance Services-Leicester
' Appliance Servidng

and Ihstallation
rvicing K
• f

Breakdown and
Repair Services j

' Plumbing and
Heating Installation

Quality Guaranteed i
by Experienced |

Engineers J

X 6 Saxons Rise, Ratby, Leicester LE6 ONF
% Tel; (0533)393662 ^ g.

Dear Editor,

Do we hear mutterings of 'Not another plea
for a new leader for the 2nd Rathy Brownies,
(following our previous advert in NOT'.).
Please!! Dear reader, read on. Supporting the
saying that all good things are worth
waiting for our GOOD THING has arrived in
the form of Jackie Roche who is now our
new Brown Owl. We welcome Jackie and at the

same time thank her for the memorable evening
she arranged for our final night.

Over the last six years we have acquired
so many memories. The newly promised Brownie
who desperately wanted to take a badge and
said (Now I'm in uniform I'm going to take
my Skaters Badge ' pause for
thought 'Only thing is Brown Owl', I can't
skate'. Listening to Katie Harrison, then
9 years old playing Bright Eyes on her flute
in a Brownie Arts Competition, with tears
in our eyes it was so beautiful. Selling
hundreds of cups of tea at Beaumont Leys
for Save the Children, on what must have
been one of the coldest days ever. Tramping
through Martinshaw Wood on Taiwny 's guaranteed
short cut, expecting Dr. Livingstone at
every turn! We 've heard every excuse for
missing bits of uniform ranging from 'My
baby ate my badge ' through 'The Hamster ate

^ my hat ' to 'My tie 's just disappeared! The
latter was found sometime later firmly
attached by the velcro fastening to Dad's
vest!

We wish the 2nd Ratby Brownies continued
success and hope that Jackie enjoys her time
as it 's Guider and as part of the family of
Guiding as much as we have.

The 2nd Ratby Brownie pack meets on Tuesdays
at the Methodist Chapel School Rooms,
8.25 - 7.30 p.m. Further details from:
Jackie Roche tel: 386853.

2 Kathy Byrne and Ros Gould



viESTERN BYPASS

imm

The view into the Sports & Social
club field. In the foreground is the
Rothley Brook. This Brook is environ

mentally rich in wild life. On a fine
summer's day Kingfishers can be seen
fishing from the tree in the foreground.
If the road goes ahead these poor little
blighters could be the first to suffer
from the onslaught of the Bulldozers of
the road construction unit.

atby Fish Bar
» Mon. - fi _

litti Opening Times"
Man. - 6 - 11.30~
Tues. & Wed. Closed

Thurs. - 6 - 11.45
Fridpy - 11.30 - 1.30 a.m?^

5.00 - 12 p.m. ^
Sat. - 12 - 1.30 a.m. CX

6-12 p.nn^Cvv
Closed Sundgy^^^^S^SvX

eor Traditional
ish Fish & Chips

Leicester 392111

FACTS
The Public Enquiry has been postponed
until March 1988 or later. The By-pass
is on schedule for a start-date at the
end of 1989. A two year construction
period is anticipated.

The Department of Transports ' own
Assessment Framework shows a loss for
the entire BY-PASS scheme of 2%
MILLION POUNDS, if low traffic-growth
forecasts prove accurate.

High-traffic growth forecasts shown an
18.12 million pound profit. If the
By-Pass is constructed it will save only
If minutes off-peak journey time
between the M69 and Redhill Circle.

Mr. T. Thompson, Chief Engineer,
Leicestershire County Council, informed
the Parish Council that this junction
would cost an additional 8f million
pounds.

The proposal, unlike the D.O.T. original
plan, does not include a north-bound
motorway sliproad.

Who pays the bill? The Government meets
the cost of major road construction,
although the County Council will pay for
traffic management schemes arising from
the scheme.

Ratby Parish Council has written to the
Department of Transport opposing this
proposed junction.

The Parish Council did support the
original D.O.T. plan for a junction at
Bloods Hill, on the premise that the
need for the entire BY-PASS scheme
was proven.

ALLIANCE LEICESTERFLORENCES - RATBY f\
RING 292574

OR 871128 EVENING

WHY NOT FINANCE YOUR

CHRISTMAS BY SELLING YOUR

UNWANTED GOODS. I TAKE

20% COMMISSION OR I CAN

COME TO AN AGREEMENT OVER

A JOB LOT, HOUSE

CLEARANCE, A PRIZED PIECE
OR A COLLECTION

3A MAJN Sin66/, Ml BU

WHU NOT 0?£N AN ACCOUNT iO SAVC
FOR yOUn MT6S, QAS, CLEClMCJiy
CTC. WE CAN WR3TE WOU OUl A
CHEQUE, WITH NO HASSLE AND UOU
ARE QETTUNQ JNTEREST. SOLD NOWR
HOUSE OR gOUNg ONTO SOOEiHOJ^g
SMLLER. ASK US ABOUT ALL i HE
HOgn INTEREST ACCOUNTS AND
OONTHLy ONCOOE TO ONVESi ON OOUR
NEST Egg. TEL. 3V3570

SKETCHLEY DRY CLEANERS

GET YOUR EVENING DRESSES

AND SUITS READY FOR THE

FESTIVITIES. COLLECTION

TUESDAY AND FRIDAY

MORNINGS.

34 MAIN STREET, RATBY

TEL: 393574

PUBLIC MEETING

The Welfare Hall was packed and there
was standing-room only for the Public
Meeting called by Ratby Parish Council
on Ottober 21st. Ratby people were out
in force to find out for themselves
about the latest proposal for the
junction between the Leicester Western
Bypass and the Ml. Mr. Marriott from
Leicestershire County Council was
present in his capacity as team leader
for the project.

ROTHLEY BROOK THREATENED

He explained that the County Council
had drawn up a new plan for a proposed
access road running alongside Rothley
Brook from a roundabout between Ratby
and Kirby, passing under the motorway
to a free-flow junction.

The County Council favours this proposal
since they believe it would give greater
traffic relief to surrounding villages
- a 20 - 20'7o reduction.

SPAGHETTI JUNCTION ON OUR DOORSTEP

Members of the public pointed out that
traffic going through Ratby and Kirby
was local and would not use the By-Pass.
Most people did not welcome easier access
to the motorway - several remarking that
we 'd have a ' spaghetti junction ' on our
doorstep.

KINGFISHERS MADE HOMELESS

Environmental issues were uppermost in
peoples minds. The proposed access road
would be constructed as close to the
Rothley Brook as possible (avoiding Kirby
sports land). It would be raised one metre
above the washland. Devastation of this
important washland environment, home to
rare crested newts and recently-returned
Kingfishers, would be inevitable.

GREEN BELT DESTROYED

Mr. Marriott confirmed that there is
documentary evidence supporting a
proposed relief road along the Rothley
Valley, parallel to Desford Lane, Kirby
The construction of the By-pass junction
and xts access road, would make this
relief road the logical next step.
The inevitable development attracted to
the area would mean the destruction ofthe green wedge between Ratby and Kirby. q

A46 LEICESTER V

This photograph shows the approximate
position of the northern edge of the
proposed new island. Note the

relationship to the Bridge on the Rothley
Brook and the Sports & Social club field.
The building in the distance is the
Railway Inn at Ratby.
If Leicestershire County Council have
their way this quiet country lane on the
edge of our village will be inundated
with heavy traffic by the year 1991.

ENVIRONMENTAL DISASTER

The feeling of the meeting was that this
proposed junction would be environmentally
disastrous. Everyone present at the end
of the meeting signed a statement opposing
the plan.

action::

If you object to this proposed junction
then write and say so - every letter
counts. Tell the Department of the
Environment and Transport that we want
to keep our green wedge. If you don't
write, then you can't complain when its
too late:

Letters regarding the proposed A46 Leicester
Western Bypass should be addressed to:-

Department of the Environment and
Transport
Cranbrook House,
Cranbrook Street,
NOTTINGHAM NGl lEY

Please send copies to Leicestershire County
Council and Ratby Parish Council.


