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MASTERS AND APPRENTICFS The yard and its buildings comprised of a
DWELLING HOUSE AND THREE WORKSHOPS ONE OF
WHICH ADJOINED THE HOUSE- BUILDINGS
ASSOCIATED WITH PrESTONS BUSINESS WERE
STANDING UNTIL A FEW YEARS AGO THOUGH IN A
MUCH RUINED STATE-

In the EARLY 1860's Richardson established
A WORKSHOP ON THE CORNER OF STAMFORD
Street employing up to twenty men
PRODUCING A WHOLE RANGE OF KNITTED GOODS-
This was followed by a larger factory unit
IN 1878, BOTH THESE BUILDINGS SURVIVED AND
ARE THE LAST REMNANTS OF THE LARGER

FRAMEWORK KNITTERS SHOPS IN THE VILLAGE-

The final stage in the growth of the
HOSIERY TRADE CAME WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF A FACTORY IN UpPER'StAMFORD STREET, BY
Tylers of Leicester- The Company once
ESTABLISHED IN THE VILLAGE, BECAME
EMPLOYERS OF A VERY LARGE PROPORTION OF
THE FEMALE POPULATION-

This factory which later became the Ratby
WoLSEY IS NO LONGER WITH US, ITS
DEMOLITION EARLIER THIS YEAR, IS A SAD
REFLECTION ON THE DECLINING FORTUNES OF

THE Leicestershire Hosiery Trade-

From the late seventeenth century it was ^^ssqc
CUSTOMARY FOR MANY OF THE FRAMEWORK gTAND
KNITTERS TO BE APPRENTICED TO THEIR ^UCH
TRADE- However^ when the London Framework
Knitters formed their company under Royal jm yu
Charter (1663) there was great resistance .
BY THE Last Midland Framework Knitters to Stree
CONFORM TO THE RULES OF THE COMPANY- OnE
AREA OF DISPUTE WAS THAT A RESTRICTED Tujo ,
NUMBER OF APPRENTICES WERE ALLOWED TO THE im IS
Master Framework knitters- are

The Last Midland knitters refused to abide
BY THIS REGULATION AND WERE FROM TIME TO |
TIME IN DISPUTE WITH THE WORSHIPFUL HOSIEI
Company of Framework Knitters- This was qf a i
FURTHER worsened BY THE GREAT INFLUX OF TyLER'
UNREGISTERED PAUPER APPRENTICES WHO WERE eSTABI
YEAR BY YEAR LEAVING CHARITY SCHOOLS AND emPLO^
WORKHOUSES, WHICH WERE UNDER THE p,
GUARDIANSHIP OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR-

P ThisExamination of records of the various Wolse^
Overseers for Leicestershire reveal many demol
PAUPER CHILDREN WHO WERE REGISTERED AS reflEC
APPRENTICE Framework Knitters- the b

In 1828, Thomas the son of Mary Preston
WAS APPRENTICED TO MaSTER FrAMEWORK
Knitter William Aston of Ratby- The boy
HAD BEEN EDUCATED AT THE GaBRIEL WeWTON
Charity School until the age of 12, where
HE RECEIVED SUFFICIENT EDUCATION TO ENABLE

HIM TO READ AND WRITE-

At the time of the 1851 census Thomas
Preston had left the employment of William
Aston and was married to Ann the daughter
OF A Ratby stockinger William Harrison
AND WAS described AS A FRAMEWORK KnITTER-

By 1861 Thomas the poor boy apprentice had
DONE WELL FOR HIMSELF, HE DESCRIBED
HIMSELF AS A BaG HoSIER AND SHORTLY BEFORE
THIS DATE WE KNOW FROM FAMILY RECORDS THAT
HE HAD PURCHASED LAND AND BUILDINGS,

BEHIND THE PRESENT CHEMISTS SHOP FROM

William Sills-

By 1871, Thomas described as a Hosier of
Fancy Goods in the Directories of the
period was well established in Sills Yard,
AND WAS WORKING UP TO 25 FRAMES MAKING
RIBBED AND FANCY GOODS, EMPLOYING SOME 20
MEN AND SEVERAL OUTWORKERS-

SILLS YARD from the site of the present i
Welfare Hall.

A Sponsored by
Gas Appliance
Services-L^ester 6 Saxons Rise, Ratby,Leicester LE6ONF

Tel:Office: (0533) 393662

THE ilRMADA
Follcwing the news that the Great Spanish
Armada had been sighted off the Lizard,
village constables all along the south
coast were instructed to hold musters of
able-bodied fighting men to defend the
long coast of Southern England.

On the 28th August 1588 merchant ships
were being commissicned by the Earl of
Leicester in the ports of Boston and Kings
Lynn. In the inland county shires
beacons were prepared to warn the pcpulus
of the invasicxi and in town and village
all over England musters of archers,
swordsmen and billmen were collected
together by the nobility of the county.

On the 30th August various musters were
held under Sir Henry Hastings and John
Villiers amongst the men that gathered
were seme men from Ratby. Their names
are very familiar to many of us:-
Jchn Jordan, Will Jordan, Peter Jenpscn,
Riohard Hunt, Peter Bunney and Will
Fletcher.
These were the stout men of our

village who would defend the English
hinterland if Drake and the armies of the
Earl of Leicester failed to destroy the
Spanish Fleet at seal
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RATBY POST OFFICE

Main Street, Ratb

Newsagent. Confectionery.
Tobacco.

« o

2 PHOTOCOPY SERVICE GREETINGS CARD^

:Hallmark, Rustcraft etc °
SHOE REPAIR AGENTS OPEN 7 DAYS

Tel. 393001.

ALLIANCE ••• LEICESTER
USE YOUR LOCAL BRANCH FOR CASH AND CHEQUE DEPOSITS AND WITHDRAWALS.
IT NOT ONLY SAVES YOU TIME AND PETROL BUT YOUR MONEY IS SAFER WITH
THE SOCIETY, AND ALSO GAINS INTEREST. LET US HELP YOU TO FIND THE
BEST INTEREST AT 34 MAIN STREET, RATBY. OPEN 9 A.M. TO 12.30
1.30 TILL 5.30 SATURDAYS 9 A.M. TO 12.30. TEL. 393574.

FLORENCES BRIG A BRAG

TEL 393574 DAYTIME 871128 EVENINGS. I WILL SELL YOUR UNWANTED SALEABLE
ITEMS FOR YOU AT 20% COMMISSION. PUT ON YOUR OWN PRICE. OR I WILL
BUY, I AM ALWAYS INTERESTED IN A PRIZED PIECE OR A COLLECTION. HOUSE
CLEARANCE UNDERTAKEN.
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SAFETY TIPS FOR TEBPGERS

Teenage girls in particular, but boys as
well find themselves at risk. Whether
working at a part-time job or out in the
evening. So you should try to follow these
basic guidelines.

Be sure your parents always knew where
you are and how to contact you.

If possible, go out acccnpanied by
friends end return home with them.

If you do go out alone, arrange
transport to and frcan where you are
going - with a relative, friend or
taxi - and ccanfirm arrangements for your
return journey before you set off.

If your arranged transport from a
concert or other event fails to arrive
and you can see that you will be left cn
your own, speak to the organisers and
ask to use their telephone to make
arrangements. Ask to stay until
transport arrives.

Don't accept the offer of a lift
someone you've only just met.

from

Try to find casual jobs, such as
babysitting, through family or friends,
and be careful about answering
advertisements. Try to go with a parent
or friend on the first day.

When working a paper round, if strangers
invite you into their hones, or offer
you a lift, politely refuse and move on
quickly.

Wherever you are, be aware of hew to
make an emergency telephone call and the
quickest way out.

Messc to Parents

If your teen^e son or daughter wants to
go out for the evening, check what
arrangements have been made for transport,
and if necessary take them and bring th^
back. It may be inconvenient. But it is
worth it for your peace of mind and their
safety. .

COUNTRY S l YLi: WINDOWS

SUPPLIERS & INSTALLERS
OF"UPVC"

door & WINDOW SYSTEMS

LEICESTER

386339

EARL SHILTON
45626

ALSO

SUPPLIERS TO BUILDING TRADE

SUPPLIERS FOR NEW EXTENSIONS ALTERATIONS
SUPPLIERS PORCH'S BAYS PATIO'S

10 YRS EXPERIENCE IN UPVC INDUSTRY

FREE ESTIMATES + ADVICE + SURVEYS

SMALL FAMILY BUSINESS

" BY LOCAL PEOPLE THAT CARE "

SCHOOL HOLIDRYS - SOfC LINES OF (OOf^ffDRT

Let me try and be at iry most helpful and
positive. They really will not last
forever and, anyway, you know you are
enjoying having your children at home even
if you don't realise it at the time (it is
a human quirk that enjoyable ej^riences
are only recognised as such when they
becone memories).

Admit itl an extra dimension has been
added so that those mundane, habitual
tasks have now become exciting and full of
challenge. Your once 'Homes and Gardens'
type house and garden have taken on the
aura of a combination of the Somme, last
year's it's a knockout and a Chelsea
supporters club railway carriage.
However, you are still young enough to be
thrilled at the prospect of negotiating
the myriad obstacles, dens and vdieeled
objects in order to hang out the washing
or to rescue the dog from being de-
molecularised by space invaders. After
all, you did buy those toys with the
intention of them being used
simultaneously, or in the way they are
being deployed or that they would be
objects of such ferocious struggles
(moving the furniture and placating the
Noise Abatement Society weren't all that
much trouble, were they?). Isn't it
convenient that all of the tools have been
taken out of their neat little storage
places and conveniently and strategically
placed around house and garden, all ready
for those many toys which will, no
doubt,require servicing or adapting to the
needs of the current game?

If you are unable to accept my suggestion
of enjoyment, perhaps you may appreciate
the intensive learning process you have
experienced. You have received on—the—job
first aid training to be envied by a Guy's
Hospital graduate; riot control practice
superior to that offered at Hendon Police
College; and a knowledge of the strengths

^11 known adhesives (and the inadequacy
of the Trades Description Act) which would
impress Mr Evostick.

B.T. KEYMER
18 Parklands Avenue, Groby.

Tel: Leicester 876926

WASHING MACHINE AND
cleaner repairs

MOST MAKES
PROMPT, PeRSONAL SERVICE

* * 25 YEARS EXPERIEWCE ! **

lOOK ^

A,

STKTICJiFl RD

You now kn(^ just how extraordinary is the
human childs capacity for food; the
amazing decibel level your own voice can
rea^ without piercing the apparent
deafness of children at play; and how many
small bruises, scratches and abrasions can
L*® fitted cxito one small human body.

Though the we^s are already racing (?) by
you will, with this article ccxnmitted to
memory, be able to fully appreciate how
much you are enjoying the few remaining
weeks. ^

M^t^ile, back in the Yorkshire dales,
sitting by a remote stream with only the
ci^lews to reriind me that there is other
life cn earth, i just ccntemplate my envy
of your knowledge of adhesives.

Peter anith.



LEICESTERSHIRE RURAL

INITIATIVES FUND
This fund was set up in April 1987 by

a number of commercial Funds and Charitable
Trusts who donated money to stimulate self-
help projects. Applications will be
received up until March 1989.

Grants are available to assist groups
setting up worthwhile community schemes.
(No funds available for running costs).

Projects must be for the benefit of
the whole area. There must be evidence
of committment by local people. The
community must be prepared to raise money
locally. Typical examples are environ
mental schemes, starting a village
newspaper, creating a local heritage
project, etc.

Come on Ratby organisations, get your
thinking caps on'.'.

Contact Leicestershire Rural Community
Council on 662905 for details and
applications forms.

The Director,

Leicestershire Rural Community Council,

Community House,

133 Loughborough Road,

Leicester,

LE4 5LQ

J.T.LEE
32 Main St. Ratbv

QUALIFIED WATCHMAKER

and JEWELLER

Tel. 395244

LUXURY COACHES FOR PRIVATE PARTIES

SOCIAL OUTINGS ETC.

ASTILL & JORDAN LTD
The Garage, Station Road, RATBY
Your local daily Bus Service

** Established over 60 years**

Phone 393118

***jeT PCTROt***
(Attended Petrol Station)

H. FREEMAN &SON
Family Butcher

88 MAIN STREET RATBY
MOBILE SHOP

DELIVERS

TWICE WEEKLY
'^Telephone: Leicester 393124

Recipe EXXY CHEESBC3VKE

1 call this Cheesecake "EXXY" because it
is extremely extravagant, exceptionally
extra-special, and the recip^ was given to
me by my sister's ex-boyfriend's ex-wifel

DSlGREDIENrS

l/21b cream cheese Pinch of salt
l/21b cottage cheese Itsp vanilla essence
2 eggs (beaten) 1/2 pint sour cream
6 oz castor sugar 3 tbsps milk
2 level tbsps cornflour

Cover the bottom of a greased 8"x3" loose-
based cake tin with 4oz crushed digestive
biscuits mixed with loz melted butter.

Cream together cottage cheese and cream
cheese.

Beat in eggs gradually.
Stir in sugar, cornflour, salt.
Stir in vanilla, sour cream, milk. (If
liked you can add loz sultanas at this
stage).
Mix to a smooth batter.

Bake at No 3 for one hour.
Then remove from oven and leave to cool
and set in tin.

Decorate with fresh fruit, chopped fresh
pineapple, seedless grapes, or how about
slices of Kiwi fruit. ?

MAIN STREET , RATBY

M.O.T/S , SERVICINQ & REPAIRS

accident repairs , BODYWORK
Consult your Local Experts

FIRST CLASS WORKMANSHIP

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURANCE WORK A SPECIALITY

7 Tel. 394966

I'D RATHER BE SOARING'.

Folks who know me will be aware that I
have many hobbies, ranging from making
miniature steam engines to driving the
full-size at Cadeby Light Railway, playing
the music and occasionally dancing with
local Morris sides, to aeromodelling,
plus a few others squeezed in when time
allows! This article, as the title
suggests, concerns the particular branch
of aeromodelling which interests me most-
that of designing, making and flying model
(miniature?) sailplanes (gliders).

With the advent of reliable radio
control it is possible to keep a model
sailplane airborne for many hours on end
providing the wind blows and the batteries
powering the radio have power. Model sail
planes, like their full size counterparts,
are controlled by moving surfaces on the
wings and tail which provide direction and
pitch (up and down) control. These are
moved in the model by the radio receiver
and control servos, the whole being
commanded from the ground by a hand-held
transmitter to give complete control of
the model. People seeing experienced pilots
flying, often ask whether it is easy to fly
models like this? The simple answer is that
given time and someone to teach you - yes!
In practice it is a bit like trying to
ride a unicycle or balance a ball bearing
on a pane of glass if you try it by
yourself! The main problem is that an air
craft, model of full size, cannot be stopped
while you think what to do next, it will
carry on flying away or crashing until you
stop it doing so! /

Tony is here pictured
with his scale model

of a 1930's glider.

Models are made from a number of
different materials these days which range
from traditional balsa spruce and plywood
through to fibre glass and carbon fibre,
and occasionally metals like aluminium for
some components. Heat shrinking plastic
materials have largely superceded the
traditional tissue and doped fabrics for
covering airframes, although these still
have some uses where lightness is a prime
consideration. Models may be built from
kits, usually purchased from the local model
shop, or plans from one of the model magazine

HOLMAN SECURITY

SYSTEMS
Installers of Quality ^
Burglar Alarm Systems

• Your Local Alarm Co.

• Free Quotations without oblig.

• All Systems to BS.4737

• 24 hr. Callout Service

• Reduces Insurance Contents

Cost

• For All Your Security Needs
and Prompt Attention

Ring Alan on 386187 (Ratby)
or Head Office - Hinckley 251025

> MEMBERS OF lAAI <
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plans services. My preference is to design
my Ohm and after drawing up a plan, build
the model from the raw materials which can
be purchased either from the model shop
or by mail order. This, I find one of the
most challenging and satisfying parts of
my hobby.

Another question often asked is how does
it stay up without an engine? Well, air
is a remarkably bouyant element. If it is
heated by the sun it will rise in bubbles
and columns through cooler areas (thermals).
Just a few degrees difference in temperature
at ground surface (e.g. a black road
surface) is sufficient to carry a sailplane
to an altitude of several thousand feet on
one of these thermals. The pilot must
fly circles in the thermal area and try to
maintain a position of maximum climb rate
while the thermal lasts, usually about
20 minutes from start to finish. Thermals
are usually marked at their tops by
"cotton wool" cumulus clouds and these
give an indication of where lift may be
found. Finding and using thermals is an
art which needs to be cultivated and an
easier way of finding the lift necessary
for soaring flight is to fly from a hill.
For this you need a steady breeze plus a
hill facing into the wind. Because the
wind cannot go round the hill, it must
rise up and over, this produces an up
going current of air which usually extends
about hill height in front of the hill
and between 2 to 3 times hill height
upwards and is strong enough not only
to support a model sailplane but also full
size gliders and hang gliders if the hill
is large enough. The pilot simply
hand launches his model into the lift
in front of the hill and flies across the
face of the hill in a figure of 8 fashion,
gaining {altitude and can remain airborne'
virtually as long as he likes. Having
gained some height he can then find
thermal lift and leave the hill if he
wishes or gust fly higher than the hill
lift allows. Thermal soaring can also be
done from a flat field site by launching
the model with a towline, kite fashion, a
rubber bungee (catapult) or power winch.
The height thus gained giving the pilot time
to locate thermal lift to sustain his flight.

RATBY PRIVATE HIRE

ANY DISTANCE

PARCELS ... AIRPORTS

PENSIONERS TOKEN SCHEME

★★★★★★

His 'N' Hers

Ladies and Gents Hairdressing

156 Station Road, Ratby.

OAP's welcome any day at reduced rates

Styling Blow Drying

Perming Colouring

Setting Trimming

Appointments not always necessary

Tuesday to Saturday

Competitive prices and Friendly Service

For Appointments

Phone Leicester: 394429

★★★★★★
visitors to Bradgate Park at the week

ends will have seen models flying there
from the hills as this is a very popular
site in this area for slope or hill soaring.
The models vary greatly in their appearance

some will be scale models of full size
aircraft, some will be acrobatic short
winged types, others have very light
structures and long wing spans to enable
them to make the best use of thermal lift
- indeed, an almost infinite variety.

Flying a model sailplane you have
designed and built yourself, to a great
height, often in the company of birds, is
a very satisfying and absorbing pastime
and always has the challenge of trying
to stay airborne j st a little bit
longer, or trying to fly to even greater
heights. It also has the spur of trying
to make your next model even more
efficient than the last or if a scale
model, as accurate to the full size as
possible. And so carries on a hobby that
has kept me interested for some 35 years,
a little of the fascination of which I
hope to have described herein - yes, I'd
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o Friday June 24th, saw another
3 MILESTONE IN THE HISTORY OF THE
» 1st RATBY scouts and a proud day for David
o Payne and his family.
* David pictured above can be seen
h RECEIVING HIS ChIEF ScOUTS BADGE FROM MrS
S Gill Tyler, West District Commissioner, I
g SAY BADGE BECAUSE DaVID HAS TO ATTEND A
M FURTHER MORE FORMAL CEREMONY WHEN HE WILL
« RECEIVE HIS CERTIFICATE, FROM A CoUNTY
U! Dignitory-
0 David's well eari^dachievement, is
^ THE CULMINATION OF FIVE YEARS HARD WORK,
1 IN WHICH HE HAS PROGRESSED THROUGH THE
^ VARIOUS Scout, Pathfinder and Explorer
^ AWARDS, and, finally ONTO THE ChIEF ScOUTS
5 Award, which he had to gain before he was
* 15 1/2 YEARS OLD-
a In order to gain this coveted award,
= HE HAD TO COMPLETE A NUMBER OF PERSONAL
J CHALLENGES AT THE SAME TIME HOLDING A
P POSITION OF RESPONSIBILITY WITHIN THE
I Scout Troup. In David's case, he was the
I Patrol leader of the Falcon's patrol and
a TROUP 'quartermaster'. He had to instruct
1 THE MEMBERS OF HIS OWN PATROL IN ALL
§ ASPECTS OF Scouting. Rock climbing,
- WALKING AND THE RESCUE OF AN INJURED
3 PERSON FROM ROUGH TERRAIN, SURVIVAL AND
3 SLEEPING ROUGH FOR THREE NIGHTS UNDER

u MAKESHIFT SHELTERS, NOT FORGETTING HIS
2 INVALUABLE HELP TO THE CUB PACK. A FEW
* OF THE THINGS HE TOOK IN HIS STRIDE
§ WHILST AIMING FOR HIS AWARD.
5 I NOW LOOK FORWARD TO THE LIKES OF
g Daniel Sims, Nathan Dickman and younger.
3 BROTHER Robert Payne gaining their Chief)
^ Scout Awards. ^

I UNCE AGAIN, WELL DONE DAVID !
7 ]

Yours in Scouting 1

Chris Woodward (Scout Leader) "
SPONSORED BY

ROWLETT BROS.
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l5 PRIZE FOR THE MOST APT CAPTION

Andrew
Gwen

2 Trevor
4 Ian

(.Written answers to WOT c/o THE LIBRARY C
★ ★ * scajFS * * *

Venture Scxxiting Vfarks - that's the
message from National Headquarters in
this. Venture Scoutings 21st year.
As many people are probably avare Scouting
has a progressive training programme
starting with BEAVERS for beys in the age
range 6-8 and ending with VENTURE SCDUTS
age range 15 1/2 - 20. Until now the
idea of a Ratby Venture Unit has cnly been
a target for the future, but that future
is fast ^proaching. So much so, that a
"Ratby Venture Unit" is now very much on
the horizcn.

Venture Scouting aims to follow on from
the Scout & Guide training schemes (yes
girls can also join) with a pair of awards
to work for, the Venture Scout Award and
the Queens Scout Award, teaching hcpefully
a young person the basic skills needed for
modern living as well as some traditional
ones.

Mark Hardy Aspiring V.S. Leader

THE SCOUTS NOW HAVE ADISCO AND ARE J
WILLING TO PRACTICE BEING D-J's AT YOUR

PARTY OR ANY SPECIAL XCASION! *CONTACT:- COLIN PAYNE 395187 •
PAINTERS AND DECORATORS

42 Station Road, Kirby Muxloe
Telephone; Leicester 393403/386606

♦ TOP HALF OF HOUSES H' REQUIRED * COVING * FREE QUOTES * ANY JOB, LARGE OR SMALL CATERED FOR* FREE QUOTES

^atbg Partsil| fflouncil
Police and Neighbourhood Watch

Two more Neighbourhood Watch Schemes
have been set up in the village. The
Parish Council re-affirmed a previous
committment to pay for the signs
announcing neighbourhood watch areas.

Unfortunately Ratby faces another
change of Policeman in the near future.
It is expected that Ratby will continue
to share its Policing with Groby. The
Council expresses it's disappointment
that the situation continues to be

unsettled.

Several members of the public have
complained about lack of police response

to their calls. The Parish Council

agreed to look into the matter, and the
Chairman will seek urgent talks with the
Officer in Charge at Beaumont Leys.

Large Print Books

The large print books donated to Ratby
Library by the Parish Council were presented
officially to Leicestershire County Council
Libraries on June 16th.

Footpaths

A report indicating locations where

footpaths in the Parish have been obstructed
or ploughed over, has been sent to

Leicestershire County Council in order
that some action can be taken.

PABARI'S
RATBY NEWS

FOR A LARGE SELECTION OF

WINES, SPIRITS, BEERS, CIOEBS IND
SOFT DRINKS

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

GREETINGS CARDS, STATIONERT
AND

A VAST SELECTION OF

CONFECTIONERY
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES

DELIVERED DAILY

aNCLUDINC SUNDAYS)
SELECTION OF THE LATEST VIDEOS

NOW ON HIRE

OPEN TIU 1I.M f.m. HONDKT to SITUROKT
aai TILL 2.N p.a. SDNDKT

7.M TILL S.M P.H. SDNDKT EVENING

Knighton Park Trust - Appeal Dismissed

The Knighton Park Trusts' Appeal,
concerning their planned meeting hall in
Ratby, has been dismissed by the Secretary
of State for the Environment.

This is an important precedent for the
village, since the decision is a strong
affirmation of Hinckley and Bosworth Borough
Council's planning decision, and a
recognition of the green buffer between
Ratby and Kirby Muxloe proposed in the
North Eastern Parishes Structure Plan.

The Inspector's report states that the
proposed building would be "an unacceptable
urban intrusion into the countryside" and
would be contrary to Government Policy.

The report also takes note of the

numerous strong local objections to the
plan which were based on planning

considerations.

PLAYING FIELDS' CARETAKER

A PERSON IS REQUIRED TO REGULARLY TIDY

AND UNDERTAKE SMALL MAINTENANCE JOBS AT

THE FERNDALE DRIVE AND BURROUGHS ROAD

PLAY AREAS.

FURTHER INFORMATION FROM THE CLERK TO

THE COUNCIL, 24 GROBY ROAD, TEL. 394803.

THE RATBY CO-OPERATIVE BAND'S

CAR BOOT SALE

S\N»AY Mtth.MjGUST

lOam. - 4pm.

GLENFIELD SUPERSTORE
CAR PARK

ADMISSION 20p
CHILDREN & GAP'S lOp



RMBy S.C.F.C. (SmiOR FOQTRATJ. SBCTICM)

Requires players for all positiais for the
forthocMning season 88/89.

Three teams operate on Saturdays/ cxie team
on a Sunday (morning) aid the hcmie ground
is Femdale Drive (Cawrey Estate).

Training takes place Sundays 10.30 am and
Wednesdays 6.30 pm at Femdale Drive.

So oone along (with boots) and enjoy a
good stmdard of football, followed by a
good social atmosphere at the sports club
headquarters.

Interested parties should ring:

K. Hallam Leicester 387245

or J. Calton Leicester 393503

or %xDrts Club Leicester 392474

RaHBy/GBMY J.F.C.

Interested in playing for a successful
Junior Football Cliib?

Players required for all ^e groups up to
and under 16 years.

Ccxitact Club Secretary:

Mr M Wether Tel: 393847

M. M. & K. A. PLUNKETT
CERAMIC TILING.FLOORS AND WALLS

Quality Tradesman
Free estimate & advice

8 Marlcffield Road
Ratby, Leicester
LE6 OLP Tel. Ulcester 392464

Gas Appliancje Services -Leicester

6Saxons Rise, Ratb)
Tel: (0533) 393662

SHOWROOM & Drr CENTRE
90 Main Street, Newbold Verdon,
Desford, Leicester LE9 9NP
Tel: Desford 2536

6Saxons Rise, Ratby, Leicester LE6 ONF

MMDRIES OF THE WCffSEY

As an ex employee of RATEK" WDLSEX" it was a
sad moment to stand on Stamford Street and
see such an onpty space, after working
there for fifteen years. Although we
worked hard, there are quite a f&i
manories I can recall. One being an
amusit^ story, I thought your readers
would enjoy, vihich prompted me to write to
you.

Vhat I'm about to tell you is true, but I
will not name those concerned as they cure
still living locally.

As factory girls we used to have scane fun
and play pranks cxi each other. Qie night
some of the girls in the back roan of the
Vfolsey (this was the roan round near
^i^tington Drive) decided to have sane
fun, before they went home they dressed up
a sweeping brush with a hat and coat and
propped it up the wall, with the
intentions of it scaring the girls who
went in first next morning.

importunately someaie that night, going
hcaie passed the Vfols^ saw the shape of
this so-called figure near the window and
called the police.

The police arrived to find this figure
still put. They then woke up the
keyholder who lived in Stamford Street,
they also fetched the manager who also
lived in Ratby. Sane guarded the back
doors while the others quietly entered the
front, they went through to the back roan,
switched on all the lights, only to be
confronted by the dressed up brush still
standing there.

I can t tell you vmat the manager said,
the next morning to the girls concerned,
if I did you wouldn't print itl

N^less to say the rest of us found it
highly amusing.

AN EX EMPLOYEE

for Traditional

IEnglish Fish &Chips
Leicester 391111

Mon. - 6 - 11.30
Tufis. & Wsd. dosed
Thurs. - 6 - 11.45
Friday - u.ao - 1.30 a.ml

5.00 - 12 p.m.
Sat. —12 —1.30 a-m.

Play Areas

Fencing at Ferndale Drive play area has
been broken yet again.

The Parish Council agreed to write
expressing concern at the chemical spraying
of the field adjacent to the play area.
A notice had been erected warning people
to keep dogs out of the field, but
children had been observed playing there.
This particular field should eventually
be available as an additional recreation
area for the village.

The Parish Council has agreed to
purchase and erect two seats on the
Ferndale Play Area, to be sited alongside
play equipment.

The Council is constantly reviewing the
situation regarding the play areas. A
representative from the Council recently
attended a one-day seminar organised by
the National Playing Fields Association.
In line with national policies it is the
Parish Council's policy to gradually replace
existing out-dated equipment with more
modern, safer items, as funds allow. The
new slide reflects this intention.

However, many accidents are caused by
child behaviour, and children should be

taught to use the play area wisely.

Teach your child to -

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

AVOID PUSHING AND CROWDING AT THE

TOP OF THE SLIDE.

WAIT UNTIL SLIDE CHUTES ARE CLEAR

BEFORE GOING DOWN.

BEWARE OF MOVING EQUIPMENT,
PARTICULARLY SWINGS.

USE SWINGS ONE AT A TIME AND HOLD

ON WITH BOTH HANDS.

STOP SWINGS BEFORE GETTING OFF.

The Council is always interested to
hear positive suggestions, and would also
like to hear reports of any accidents
on the play areas, or sightings of damage
or vandalism. PLEASE PHONE 394873.

Two representatives regularly inspect
the sites, but it is essential that we
appoint a maintenance person - there must
be someone out there I

ik it "h ik ^

ORTEFTS DISCXHJNT
^PETS 121/3 STATION ROAD, RATBY, LEIC!

SHOP AT HOME SERVICE TEL 39323%,

'Patterned lounge qua' I
['Bedroom quality
rAmariean Sculotorad

'50/50 WOOL barbar

FREE FITTING
(MIN 10 sq yd»)

-k Cushionfloor k
Scotchguard kitchen

'ALT7!ARPETS are GUARANTEED*

ALL AT

iDOMPETITIVE

PRICES



EDimiAL

The Knighton Park Trust have lost their
appeal and it looks as though there will
be no Meeting Hall in Ratby.

The Inspector's Report shows that
consideration was given to local views
particularly as objections were based on
sound planning grounds.

JULIE'S
HAIRDRESSING

MAIN STREET, RATBY

Traditional & Modern

Styling

Telephone: 392406

So local opinion does count - and it is
worth making the effort!

All the more disappointing then that
only 30 people attended the Public Meeting
about the North Eastern Parishes Structure
Plan.

Those present were concerned about

rumours of housing development to the rear
of Markfield Road houses. Although Hinckley
and Bosworth planning officers assured the
meeting that they would resist any plans to
develop the designated green wedge, our
local voice is important. We need to
continue expressing our opinions strongly
and let there be no doubt that we will

fight to preserve our green wedge against
over-development.

Ratby is a thriving village with a
strong community spirit - a look at all
the village events shows that. As you
read this another Crow Pie Carnival will

have brightened the Summer!! And there will
be other attractions to look forward to!
So be out there supporting our local groups,
shopping in our village shops and keep
Ratby alive.

the chamhombakers ' ^ ' L-—'
I I 66 Varieties of Bread

II =—== 34 Varietiesof Cobs, Rolls, etc.
Q 200 Varieties of Cakes and Pastries

in

s=fl I pMslL_Jh=—^1
VISIT OUR OLDE WORLDE' SHOP FIJjLED COiBS

WEDDING,CELEBRATION & NOVELTY CAKES OUR SPECIALITY

C GEARY & SONS STATION ROAD , RATBY Leicester aseeoo

D—

CHABUy'S TM^

Have you read it yet? I couldn't put the
book down oice I'd started. I thought
this was just a personal thing because,
like Charlie Garrett I'd been bom near

Derby, and lived in Birmingham before
finding ray to Ratby. But no - other
people have said the same - It's a really
gripping talel

Beginning with childhood days and work on
the farm we follow Charlie's life through
the first World War, and his work as a
railway policeman, to his arrival in Ratby
forty years ago.

It left me wardering how anyone could have
crammed so much into one life, and it has
left me waiting for the sequall So get
out and buy your copy in the village now -
at only £2.95 it's a must for everyone
interested in life in the early part of
the century and some of Ratty's past.

There must be more of you out there with a
tale to tell...so lets hear theml

HOJE US AT WOTl

if you'd like some help putting pen to
paper.

'+

electrap6wer
Q'enie^Uc 4"

M.L.Muton

55 GYNSILL LANE ANSTEY LEICESTER LE7 7AJ

TELEPHONE: (0533)871128

*********

FIELD HEAD TRAVEL
Private Hire Cars

Local or Distant

Markfield 242133

>•••••••••••

WE NOW GIVE

BLUECHIP

eortcrwow oe: \

CAR WASH

~7 M.O.T. WORK Y
/puncture repairsN

•••••••••••

mm
yiRACKING SERVICEV—
/service A: REPAIRS\

Al types of batterie^
/leading makes of TYREs\

/ FINA MENU SERVICE £39.95 \
/ (Including V<rt) \

LUEBELL SERVICE STATIOI
leCESTBI ROAO

flotOr^ct<3 OumUil
Cferrdtk
SunoMtdkd bifj tki-
'Picmk Pl^'

itSi ^A'Iaoi 1/" /^QntfiAA.

G. WmOWSON
. 93 MAIN STREET . RATBY

FRUIT

^VEGETABLES and ELOWERS^^^
(fresh daily)

^ Orders taken and delivered free



^Rgthii
ISSUE 11 by Ratby Scout Group j

Wishing Well Appeal
Back in May, Ratby Playgroup
organised a sponsored walk in
aid of Great Ormond Street
Hospital's Wishing Well Appeal
The organisers were astonished
by the response, and the money
is still flowing in!I
To date the total raised is
over £600!:

Playgroup organisers

pictured at the start
of the walk.

didn't they do well ? w
RATBY SCHOOL SPORTS

This year the School Sports day
was a day with a difference!I

The children were all in mixed-age
teams and participating in a variety
of events. Nobody had time to get
bored 1 I

There was something for everyone
- individual sprints, relay races
and co-operative games where every
one joined in!!

The day was voted a success by all
- children and spectators.
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THE PLOUGH INN

RATBY

Fine Lunchtlme Fayre
&Marstons Brewing Excellence
di///\t% i\\i/'

Our Winning Combination

Appliance Servicing
and Installation

Breakdown and
Repair Services

Plumbing and
Heating Installation

f Quality Guaranteed
by Experienced

Engineers j

^£5P/
Ga.s Appliajice Services

6 Saxons Rise, Ratt^, Leicester LE6ONF / ^
/ /Teiephone: (0533) 393662

A full Design, Suppfy and Installation
service Is now available from our

Showroom and DIY Centre
• KITCHENS • BATHROOA/IS • REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

• COMPREHENSIVE HEATING, PLUMBING &DIY PRODUCT RANGE

SHOWROOM AND BIT OiSNTRE AT:
90 Main Street, Newboid Verdon, Desford, Leicester LE9 9NP

Telephone: Desford 2536
OPENMON-SAT9a.m.-5.30p.m. WEDS9a.m.-lp.m.

MOUTHWATERINGLY

^ FRESH ^
COOKED MEATS and CHEESES

HAM "OFF THE BONE" - ROAST BEEF
ROAST PORK - TONGUE - PORK PIE - PATE
RED LEICESTER - DOUBLE GLOUCESTER
BLUE STILTON - CATHEDRAL CITY

ALL FRESHLY CUT FOR YOU

*FRESH CREAM CAKES DAILY*
*FRESH FRUIT <S VEG*
*GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS*

*WINES, BEERS AND SPIRITS*
LUTOMER AND TIGER MILK (1 Itr) £2.99
BULLS BLOOD £2.11 NEHQJAY SIEAM lAER £1.29
BLACK TOWER £2.27 COUNTRY MANOR £1.82
SKOL - CARLING - HEINEKEN - XXXX -
STELLA - MILLER - NEWCASTLE - GUINNESS
JOHN SMITHS BITTER - RED CROWN

GOLD LABEL - MANNS - BECK BIER
WHISKEY - GIN - RUM - VODKA - BRANDY
CIDERS IN CANS AND BOTTLES
MM IN DRAUSm GUINMSS (CANS) £2-18(4)

SUTTONS SEEDS IN STOCK

JOIN OUR VIDEO CLUB

MEMBERSHIP FREE

SPECIAL OFFERS - GROCERIES

EGGS GRADE 2 - 85p doz.
MoDOUGALLS FLOUR 52p
CLOVER 48p FLORA 26p

ANDREX TWIN PACK 72p
HEINZ BAKED BEANS 22p
SHREDDIES 80p
WHISKAS (LARGE) 42p PEDIGREE CHUM
(LARGE) 2Sp

* TEA BAGS - SPECIAL * ALL 99v (SO's)
A^AM- DARJEELING - CEYim - EARL CREY

DON'T FORGET YOUR PETS'.

PREPACK HAY - SAWDUST - STRAW
LOOSE RABBIT FOOD - PREMIUM 20p lb
LOOSE HAMSTER FOOD 20p lb
VALUMIX COMPLETE DOG FOOD 28p lb

ALL OFFERS SUBJECT TO STOCK AND
MANUFACTURERS PRICE INCREASES

* ORDERS DELIVERED FREE*.
TELEPHONE 292241

NEAREST NOT DEAREST

STAMFORD STREET STORES

ON THE STREET
WHERE yOM LIVE

r
OVERFIELD CLOSE.

Overfield Close lies in the area which was
once occupied by the third of the three
open fields of the village.

To the west of Burroughs Road lay the
Great Burrough field and the woods of
Charnwood.

The area of the present cricket field md
the lands beycnd to Woodman Hill forn^
the secaid field, or Netherfield.

The lands of the Overfield were prcib^ly
some of the first to be cleared by the
early Saxcn settlers vho came to Ratby.

The print on the frait page shows the
Church and extensive woodland around the
area which now forms Church Farm Estate.

Woodley Farm gave its name to WDODLEY
RDM). This farm was one of the earliest
in the settlement of Ratby. Woodley means
"Woodland clearing" hence, the farm in the
woodland clearing.

As the farmsteads grew around the Church,
the area towards Cottagers Walk was
possibly the last of the farms to be
settled.

This irregular parcel of land referred to
by the Saxons as a "Nook" probdDly
explains the naming of Nook Farm and the
subsequent adoption of the road name. Nook
Close.

A further feature that once lay in the
area adjacent to the entrance to Nook
Close and Danehill w^ a village pond, and
there have been suggestions by some local
historians that a Ronan Road ran close to
this spot, and then across the valley to
Glenfield.

In fast, during wcark in preparation for
building in this area, the author located
a stretch of Roman road cm vhich part of a
Roman cooking jar was found.

Michasl T. Ball.

IZ
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