
A MITSUBISHI
Award winning videos

that know when the clocks
go forward.

Mitsubishi's Auto set-up facility

I not only sets the clock but also
tlines in, sorts aiid names all the

available channels * automatically.

on Mitsubishi

avfard winnihg videos

CloSks go forward for Brttish sumrriejr time at 1.00am
on Sunday 26th March.

\IDE0'
camera

||S-M60V - 4 Head Long Play NICAM Video
RMAP £479.99

Video Camera Best Buy: February 1995

HS-M20V - Long Play Video

RMAP £279.99 Previous RMAP £299.99

•Ail

flSyvi40V - 4 Head LongPlay
RMAP 1329.99 Previous RMAP £349.99

HS-M50V - 4 Head Long Play NipAM Video
RMAP £399.99 Previous RMAF|̂ £429.9i

What Video BestBuy: January 19^

Avaifabte from:

27 STATION ROAD, RATBY TEU LEICESTER 2394544

^ O 1^

The Best In
TELEVISION & VIDEO RENTALS & SRLES

Furthervditalls available iwltore.

PiiCls effective to 22Bd April1995.
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V.E. DAY PARTY

i

V.E. Day Party for the children of Station Road
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Ratby Athletic Football Club

I was told you wanted news of days gone, so I
thought a little about our old footbaU team 'Ratby
Athletic' might fit the bill. Not sure where the
'Athletic' came from on reflection, seeing as the
only training was a 20-30minute side m&lee on the
old Burroughs Road recreation groimd., No
serious training in those old 1950 days!

Our strip was red shirt, white shorts and red and
white socks. The sponsor of the club in the first
instance was Mr Frazer Brooks of Holywell Farm.
He also provided our 'pitch', a field down near the
farm - much to the disgust of visiting teams. Our
visitors changing room was in The Methodist
Chapel, so you see they had about a mile walk.
That should have been to our advantage, but we
didn't always take it.

1 didn't really get involved with the team until
after my National Service. I had some enjoyable
times playing for Ratby, one or two memorable
ones rU just relate.

One match, on cychng to Coal Pit Lane in
Braunstone (note - no cars) in our new strip
complete with 'Ratby Athletic Football Club'
badge, we looked quite professional. Some of the
members from other clubs were quite envious. We
were playing a team called Braxmstone East, who
always took us to the cleaners. This day was no
exception. After a 10-0 defeat aU of the pre-match
swagger had left us.

Another game I recall was on Victoria Park, one
Boxing Day. The name of the opposition team
escapes me. With our team manager, Mr Dick
Barton and assistant Mr Jack Herbert shouting
encouragement we got stuck in. Jack was recruited
to rxm the line, but after being ignored two or three
times over offsite flags, he threw the flag away,
with a few imcomphmentary remarks about the
referee. Shortly before half time our goal keeper
got bowled over which resulted in the "St Johns"
taking him down the Royal Infirmary. We played
on with ten men. No 'subs' then. Just after half-
time we heard a report from the Royal. The
goalkeeper was "more frightened than hurt". 1
won't mention his name - he still lives locally.

We played against Saffron Works on Meadow
Gardens, Aylestone, corrfing off at the end of the
match looking more Hke moles than footballers.
We had lost 13-3. 6 goals went in during the last
quarter. CoHn Bennett, the same chappie who
plays with the Ratby Band came alongside me and
said, "1 reckon another ten minutes and we'd have
beaten them." How's that for optimism?!

1 think by now you are getting bored with my
reminiscing, but 1 must tell of the goal which our
team manager Mr Raymond Johnson reckons
wasn't a goal.

Our ground was now in what was known as the
Cottage Fields, (now part of the Church Farm
estate). It was then a farm belonging to Mr Ernie
Ball. The field itself was all 'lants' as we call them.*

Opposition was Midland Athletic who only had to
beat us for the championship. We beat them 3-0.

My claim to fame was a 'hat-trick', imless you ask
Ray who swears to this day that the last ball went
on the wrong side of the post. Fair do's - he never
told the referee. "No nets in those days lads!"

A Gear

'Lants' are the ups and downs left over from the
old ridge and furrow of strip farming.

Is this a localword, do you know?

Front Row left to right

B Jones, Wilfred Mott, A Dumford, C Barnes, S
Geary, C Joyce

Back row, left to right

B Steven,. J Herbert, H Foulds, G Forryan, M
Dunvford

flflA AnbLiADfie

Ratby Methodist Church
Gift Day and Coffee Morning
Aprii29th 10.00am -1.00 pm

It is now almost a year since we launched our
Development Scheme, in which we aim to raise
£90,000 towards the cost of improving our Church
facilities for both the congregation and the
commimity as a whole.

During our first year we have managed to raise the
over-whelming sum of over £34,000, which has
greatly exceeded our expectations. We thank God
for providing us with the strength and inspiration
to do this and for the generosity of all those who
have supported us.

KEN TOMKINS

General Builder

Alterations and Extensions
PROPERTY REPAIRS

93 Gynsill Lane, Anstey, Leicester
Telephone: 2871698

We believe that our second Gift Day will be a
further cause for rejoicing and look forward to
reporting on its success.

The church will be open on 29th April from 10.00
am to 1.00 pm, where a display of photographs,
models and plans relating to the project will be on
view. Our usual coffee morning stalls wiU be
bailable and free refreshments wiUbe served to all
visitors. Please do come along to see how our
scheme is progressing and, if you wish, to put
forward your views and ideas.

The Rev Chris Grey, our Treasurer - Ian Freeman
and Bill Jones will be present to receive donations
from those who wish to give. Any gift will bemost
gratefully received.

Thank you once again to all those who have
supported us in any way over the past year.

BRADGATE LIONS CLUB

Wish to thank the people of the village for all
the support that they have given to their fund
raising efforts over recent years.

SEE and TRY our range oi
C. GEAIOiSONS
the CHAHHOHB&KERS

66 Varieties of Bread

34 Varieties of Cobs, Rolls, etc.

: CfoS'o

200 Varieties of Cakes and Pastries

BRBfiP cariPG^&

F'iLLED GOBSVISIT OUR OLDE WORLDE SHOP T iLiUW UUbS

WEDDING .CEUEBRATION A NOVELTY CAKES OUR SPECIALITY



Vcar Editor^
Parking

Traffic calming in any busy area, must be seen as
one solution to growing numbers of vehicles that
saturate our roads today. Ratby being no
exception.
Many have passed the remark, "we need double
yellow Lines", that would just create a clear way for
more speed making it more difficult and
dangerous for people to cross the road.
1 must refer to the problem of parking. It is
dangerous right through the village, not just the
green grocers and fish shop, if people use the 30
mile an hour speed limit there would be less
danger to everyone, it is abused all the time.
There should be a public parking sign outside the
Library so that people passing through the village
can use it for shopping etc. People think it is for
library use only I hope something gets sorted out
soon.

It won't happen by magic. We have to get together
on the problem. We all want Ratby to be a safer
place on the roads

M WIDDOWSON

"RATBY All our Yesterdays"

Two local men, Rod Atkins and John Stone are
currently preparing an album of local photographs,
to be published before Christmas. Any profits
from the sale will be donated to local charities.

To complete this project they do require additional
material. Can anyone loan any photos of bygone
Ratby for this venture? Pictures of any aspect of
village lifeare required and any loaned, any size or
any condition will be fully insured and returned.
The producers cannot guarantee that every picture
supplied will be included but the album will
present the best selection to show, "village life of
yesterday".
Please contact Rod, or John who is on 2394654.

Thankyou !
1 wish to give a few kind words to, thank Mrs Janet
Grudgings and her happy band of helpers, for
their good work towards Cancer relief during the
last few years.

The sales were very enjoyable and helpful.

MARTORIE

VISITING CHIROPODIST

PeterS Coir.ley MSSCh. MBChA

QUALIFIED CHIROPODIST
Offers a Convenient and Professional

HomeTreatmentService

...only a stone's throw away
WEIGH-IN FOLLOWED BY A 45 MINUTE WORKOUT

Classes now open:-

PHONE MARKFIELD (0530) 244887
24 Siour Ansaptionc *Prompt s'.lcntion

RATBY

THORNTON

GROBY

Mondays 6.00pm-7.30pni &7.30pm-9.00pm
Ratby W.M.C., Stamford Street

Tuesdays 1.30pm-3.00pm
The Community Centre, Main Street

Tuesdays 6.00pm-7.30pm &7.30pm-9.00pm
Elizabeth Wo^ville School, Glebe Road

Booking Advisable
OV

Call: Judith on (01530) 230938^ '̂̂ ^
Membership Fee £6.00
Wfeklv Class Fee £3.50

OM THE STREET
VHERE

you UVE ....

tavfrner drive

This is the name thathas been chosen for the new
road, not yet open, that will link Station Road with
Tyler Road and the new housing on the Church
Farm estate. ,

The name commemorates the former Ratby vicar.
Reverend Tavemer, who appears m the Cric e
team photograph in this issue of Wot.

Do you have any memories of him? Why not tell
US? _ jL

NF.W TFJ.EPHONE NUMBERS

Are you aware that as of the 16th April 1995 the
UK dialing number system will change?
All the area codes will be changed by inserting a "1"
after the "0". For example 0908 will become 01908.

There are a few exceptions to this rule for the
following locations.

Leeds was

Sheffield was

Nottingham
Leicester was

Bristol was

0532 xxxxxx becomes 0113 2xxxxxx
0742 xxxxxx becomes 0114 2xxxxxx
0602 xxxxxx becomes 0115 9xxxxx
0533 xxxxxx becomes 0116 2xxxxxx
0272 xxxxxx becomes 0117 9xxxxxx

Also please note that the international code to dial
abroad will change from "010" to "00"

LAMBSKINS

BouuronQUAUTY
n AT THE

Wright
^PRICE!

Penthouse scotchgard^<s«'̂ 'v?,v
CSrpGtS LtCI. jv(/|stPILE BERBERS

SAXONY HUEGATILES3E0RGIAN CARPETS gj^jj^pjuRED CUSHIONFLOOR
ANfTRON* FLOTEX

mpirmiEWm
BY DU '̂ '̂fh^j^gands of Patterns VFVt'C DISCOUNT

Is carpets
SmiNRElEASE

£3.99-£45.50 sq.yd.

I 121/3 STATION ROAD
RATBY, LEICESTERSHIRE



Rainbows Sponsored Bake

When the Woodland Trust appealed for pledges to
purchase 60 acres of Old Hays farm land to turn into
woodland, Ratby Rainbow Guide unit, with the interest
of the Rainbows future recreation in mind, pledged
£50.00 to the trust.

Everyone agreed a "Sponsored Bake" would then take
place to raise the money.

iJVow 0peo

Knitting Wools

Haberdashery

& Clothes for kids

9.00 - 12.110 pm ^*50 - 4.00 pm

32 Adain Street, Ratby

photo b^(S^iv'ia G:ay\t

So on a Monday evening in
the school hall 16 energetic five to seven year olds took
turns to stir the delicious ingredients of porridge oats,
desiccated coconut, chocolate, butter, sugar and milk in
somethings that seemed like enormous mixing bowls.
When the mixing was complete, to everyones
satisfaction the, "paste" was rolled out into coconut
coated truffles. Excellent. . ^

Wotcha gonna do about PHONEDAY?
On 16th. April area codes starting with[^ will start withj01|, &Leicester
(0533) will become (0116) 2xx xxxx. So why not stick these handy

self-adhesive lett)elsonto your letters, envelopes, invoices, statements,
compliment slips, etc., and TELL EVERYBODYII

YOU MAY HAVE

OAimiN OMITS)
AIMOSTAIIY

WORDING OR

INFORMATION YOU

WISH ON A

VARIETY OF lABEl

SIZES!

SMAliER QUANTOIES

ARE OUR SPECIAUTYI

65 for only £1.95
125 for only £2.90
250 for only £3.95
500 for only £5.15
1,000 for only £6.95

labelMasters'

PHONEDAY!
Afn"ER 16th APRIL'95

OUR PHONE NUMBER
WILL CHANGE TO:-

(01455) 828202

Please pFione or send s e e. for an
easy-to-use order form & further details
of our other latoel sizes witfi prices.

RATBY WOODLAND SAVED

On March 15th contracts were exchanged. The
Woodland Trust will own the land at Old
Hays upon completion at the end of April.
Stephen Webb, fundraiser for the Trust paid
tribute to everyone who had helped— This
was a difficult target to reach and I am
delighted for the people of Ratby that we have
succeeded. I'd like to thank all those who
donated to the campaign, especially Ratby
Parish Council, Hinckley and Bosworth
Borough Council, Leicestershire County
Council, The Countryside Commission and
Cawrey Ltd: whose donation arrived, like the
cavalry just in time.
I'd also like to thank all those individuals who
distributed pledge forms and persuaded
others to give ~ without them we would never
had reached the target."
The trust will be holding a series of meetings
to discuss plans for the wood. Contact
Amanda Callard for details, at the National
Forest Head Office, Stanleigh House, Chapel
Street, Donisthorpe, Swadlincote, Derbyshire
DE12 7PS.

Stephen Webb has told us that the Woodland
trust will be applying for National Forest
funding for Old Hays. He would like ideas
for how the area could be developed.
Would you like to see the Woodland linked to
Martinshaw Woods? Would you like picnic
glades? What about ponds or other features?
Are there any favourite views you would like
to see remain?

Contact Stephen Webb as soon as possible at:-
The Gate Lodge,
Chilton Foliate

Hungerford.
Berkshire KG17 OTY.

or phone 01488 681623

^ !» Sff ><•*

pHcrto, Hor»c<

Paul Billing of the Forestry Commission explaining
the method ofthinning out at Martinshaw Wood to
members of the public, including Ratby Pansh
Council Chairman Charles Rogers and Ratby tree
warden Iris Hannaford.
Saturday 28th January 1995.

LANDO EQUESTRIAN SUPPLIES
32 - 32a MAIN STREET RATBY

Everything for the Horse & Rider

PETFOODS

Rabbit - Hamster - Buidgie - Cockatiel

OPEN MON, FRl, SAT 9.30am - 6pm
TIIPQ TUIIP.Q Q "tnam . R ."mnm



ilatbg Pariali Cottnctl

Mini-roundabout at Desford Lane/Ratty Lane
Kirby Muxloe

The Parish Council was dismayed to discover that
this proposed scheme is to go ahead. It seems
inevitable that traffic from Ratby will be delayed
considerably when leaving the village in this
direction.

Burroughs Road Footpath Stiles

Following Council letters after concems by
residents, extra treads are to be installed at several
stiles to improve accessi Apparently, extra rails had
been added to the fences at stiles making them
difficult to negotiate.

V y

Spring Front
^ Gardens

Competition

Judging will be held
on Saturday 22nd April

by Mr Camniack
from the Judge's Guild

Nominations must be with

the Clerk by 20th April
at the latest

Prizes: £25, £10, £5

't you nominate a local garden?

A.J.WALDRAM

REUPHOLSTERY
BY TRADITIONAL

METHODS

Telephone 0116 2387733

ChamwoodPoultry Farm

Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council have
agreed to an amended plan for 10 houses for this
site. Whilst empathising with the residents who
suffer considerable distress from smells emanating
from the poultry sheds, the Parish Council and
Markfield Parish Council have opposed planning
applications for this area which is part of the
countryside, outsideof the development area.

Public Inquiry for proposed RatbylGlenfield
Bridleway

At the March meeting, Cduncillor Iris Hannaford
reported the highlights of the Inquiry, which began
on February 21st. The County Council and other
supporters ofthe schemebased their evidence on the
&ct that the route has bera well used as a public
footpath for twenty years up to 1989,believing it to-
be a right ofway.

The barrister representing the objectors, insisted that
walkers knew they were trespassing on private land,
and that a right cannot beclaimed by an illegal actof
trespass. He described the barriers that had
consistently beenerected to stop trespassing.

The Inspector, Dr Chris Mcdonald, now considers
the evidence. It will be around 3-4 months before
his findings are published.

VPabari's Satbu Udews -
5 Station Road. Ratby.
Tel. 0116-2393287

For the Largest Selection in Ratby of
Beers, Wines and Spirits.

A vast choice of Confectionery and Soft Drinks.

ALargevariety of Greeting Cards. Wrapping Faper
and Stationary.

Newspapers Magazines;
Delivered to your door daily.

We are the agents for
SKETCHLEY DRY CLEANING.

Video Rental & Photocopying also available.

Openifiti Hours:
Mon.Fri e.fSamlol pma2.30pfnto fOfrni.
Saturday 6.f5 am lo 10 pm.

7 ao am In 9 nm ft 7 mn to 9 om.

latbii yarisl; foimctl

Traffic Calming through the Village

Following concern over road safety in Ratby, an
accident investigation has been carried out t>y
County Council. This showed that action should be
taken to reduce vehicle speeds and improve faciUties
for pedestrians at Markfield Road. These measures
would create a saferenvironment

Since the Exhibition, we have been informed that the
mini-roundabout atPark Road junction will probably
not now go ahead as there is insufficient space. The
Parish Council view is that this is the most urgent
location for calming, and so has written to request a
re-appraisal of that area.

An exhibition was held in the Welfare Hall on 21st
February. Mr Ray Kingett was present to answer
questions. He has informed the Parish Councd^at
it was the most well-attended exhibition he had b^n
involved in. Most residents were in favour of the
scheme. The scheme proposes arange of measures.
Mini roundabouts were proposed for 3 locations -
Station Road/Park Road Junction, the new ^m e
road, Taverner Drive/Station Road, and Mar
Road/Main Street.

Erit Trf^points on
Grrol^M ^ooidl and Sltxi'm Pood iMhcre
the vlHye Speed liwlt cotyies into-force.

Bands op Contrasfiri^^louy and
bcYtoce^ and re-mfoycernod ^

THE SERVICE GARAGE

MAIN STREET , RATBY

M.O.T. TESTS

CARS (PETROL - DIESEL)

AND

MOTORCYCLES

Hours 8.30 - 5.00 Monday to Friday
Saturday by appointment only

SERVICE AND REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN
WVT TPUUfMJI?

At the entrances to the Village on Station Road and
Groby Road bands of contrasting colour and texture
will be installed to slow traffic down. Many
residents expressed concern that the plan would
cause drivers to avoid the roundabouts by usmg
Danehill as arat run. The Parish Council has written
to suggest that any funds saved by the loss of one
mini-roundabout should be diverted to traffic
calming on Danehill at the same time. The County
Council have stated that they would closely monitor
the effects of the calming on use of Danehill. Plans
are to go to the April/May committee for approval.

fA\C\\ PoiAndabout

At Tdycrner bnvc Markftdd ^oacf.
Achkres a ^pced fedi/cfion ^a(Io^s a
fluent tmfP'icflow and n^aiceS torni^
tnanoet/vreS saPen-^

1st IHR LESSON
ORFREE

i HR MOTORWAY LESSON
(ArtwrAsaNGwmiMaswAYORiviMcscnoot)

• REFRESHER LESSONS
• MOTORWAY

• BEGINNERS
• ADVANCED

ALL AGES WELCOME. AND NERVOUS PUPILS!!

Don't \ Leam To Drive The Easy Way,
WithMELSWAY.

MELSWAY DRIVING SCHOOL
MelShipley, d.o.t., a.d.i.m.i.a.m.

TEL. LEIC:- 2386149rtL



RATBY TOWN CRICKET CLUB

Champions South Leicestershire League Division I
• , — I. ..ilJ,--.. I. —

1935

Back Row H .Toon, H.Preston, R.Hunt, H.B.Bowley, T.Brewin, L.Freeman, C.Toon, C.F.Hurdle

Middle Row AWigglesworth, (Scorer &Treasurer) A.Marvin, F.J.Bowley (Vice Captain).
W.G.Marvin (Captain - with the Cup),T.E.Jayes, T.W. Shipman,
Rev. G.W.Tavemer (President).

Front Row L.Sutton, A.Bali.

Photo lent by Steve Roche.

PiF»*s
GREEN TAXI ♦ COURIER«AIRPORTS

2-393-818
♦ RATBY♦ LEICESTER ♦

GREEN

TOKENS

TAKEN

EAST MIDLANDS AIRPORT £13
BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT £23

HEATHROW AIRPORT £52

LUTON AIRPORT £34

MANCHESTER AIRPORT £55
GATWICK AIRPORT £74
SKEGNESS & SHERINGHAM £65
CROMER £68

KEEPING A NEIGHBOURLY WATCH
The LE6 postal district has a low crime rate and this is recognised in the
insurance premiums we all pay. For this we must thank the diligent,
committed, friendly and enthusiastic efforts of our village bobby PC Brian
Moore together with his colleagues in surrounding villages. They walk their
beats in all weathers and during hours when the rest of us sleep soundly in
our beds.

Community policing and Neighbourhood Watch are ineMcably linked. NW co
ordinators meet regularly to be briefed on events which occur in and ^ound
the village and operate a communications network ( "snowball" ) which informs
their street members to be security conscious, particulary at times of special
concern.

Neighbourhood Watch street members are the community s eyes and ears and
report when they see or hear something suspicious. We are not vigilantes and
we do not patrol the streets. We work as a community network on behalf of
the police.

The police and the Home Office are vigourously promoting the work of
Neighbourhood Watch. New policing arrangements shortly to be announced will
be helped by a strengthened spirit of partnership with the community.

During 1995 Ratby Neighbourhood Watch will attempt to promote this
partnership. We need twenty more street co-ordinators to Join the existing
twenty seven. We will be present at various village social events to explain
what we do. You are welcome to join us at our next meeting in the Libr^y on
Thursday 27th April at 7.30pm or why not telephone Elaine Hanrahan or
myself, the village co-ordinators. Whichever route you take to Join us you will
be welcomed to help reduce crime in our village.

graham STANLEY

Degree for Maria

phoh •S^lviOi (xdnt

Maria Lopez, 24, of Station Road, Ratby, has gained a
Bsc Hons Degree in Geography at Huddersfield
University. She was educated at Ratby County Primary,
Brookvale High School and Groby Community College.
At present she is studying to take a post graduate
degree in lawwith the view of becoming a Solicitor.

Maria's mother and father, Christina and Fernando
Lopez have recently celebrated 35 years of married life
after meeting on a beach in Spain when Fernando was
serving in the Spanish army.

ALPINE
CLEANING
SERVICES

oi'T'- r ;

r H R TT K T h: c

I /\1NJ

I3LJ I i c

c:;/\R

JR. E3LJJTRS

13 1 , T IN O 5^

Geoff Wood
111 Stamford Street, Ratby, Leicester LE6 0,1 L
Tel: 0116-2388396 Mobilc: 0860 267141



A MEMORY OF VEDAY

I would have been 5'A years old at that time, a day I
remember as warm and sunny.

We lived near to the City General Hospital, my Mum,
Dad and Sister. Also we had two nurses who were

billeted with us.

Where Wakcrly Road and the Crown Hills School now
stands, were all allotments right up to the edge of the
Hospital grounds with a large car park in front. A party
had been organised and a fancy dress parade. My sister
and 1 were dressed as the "Quality Street" soldier and his
lady, very smart, all in cardboard and crepe paper. I do
not remember if we won a prize or not but it was a very
happy time.

ROY HOLLOWAY

P.S. Tlie nurses were very useful as during the next
Winter, at the first snow I broke my leg then
from the Ambulance or the hospital, I caught
Chickenpox, Gentian Measles and Impetigo all at
once - the nurses would look alter me when tliey
came off duty. I was 9 months off school.

Iwas, like thousands more young men, serving in
the armed forces and was on duty on board HMS
"Hare" when the war in Europe ended.
The 10th Minesweeping Flotilla, based at Harwich,
had been operating off the Belgian coast for several
weeks and achoring for a few hours each night in
PegweU Bay near Ramsgate.
In the evening of VE day we were allowed to
anchor off Ostend where we could see the lights
ashore, the wartime blackout now being lifted. The
Admiralty signalled to all ships, "Splice the Main
Brace" which meant a celebratory tot of rum each,
to supplement the regular one which we had
consumed at midday. The party over we returned
to the task of minesweeping again next day ~ and
for months afterwards in other parts of the world.

Yours sincerely.

ij-«

RATBY & DISTRICT ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

LEST WE FORGET

In the 50 years since the end of World War 2, there
have only been one or two years when there was
not somewhere in the world, a conflict involving
the loss of life.

We in the British Isles have been fortunate in
having the sea aroimd us, as this natural barrier
has kept away invading forces for a long time.
That is not to say that we have not been involved
in international incidents and conflicts as we are
today.

During this year there will be various events in
Europe, America, Far East and most of the rest of
the world, of celebrations and remembrance.

The R.B.L. consists ofex-service persons who try to
ensure that the casualties of the conflicts, whether
it be a physical or mental injury, are cared for in a
manner fitting that for the sacrifice that they made '
so that we and the future generations can live in a
"free" world.

To celebrate VE and VJ day alone, would be to
deny the thousands of other troops who were stiU
involved in confhct at that time in remote and

forgotten places both on land, at sea and in the air.

International conflict is something that the world
must never again become involved in. Due to
human nature we shall always have disagreements
but in this service of commemoration and
remembrance we must put out the message of the
horror of war so that our future generations live in
peace.

It is for this reason that the Ratby and District
Branch of the R.B.L have decided to commemorate
the end of hostilities with a Remembrance Service
in Ratby Church on Stmday evening 20th August.
Everyone is invited.

ROY HOLLOWAY

CHAIRMAN

Vz i-s
-to sendi

arid !

V.E. Day Memories
C7 0 ^

Our cover photograph shows the VE day
celebrations outside Nellie Marvin's shop on the
corner of Park Road and Station Road (Now "His
and Hers" - it hasn'tchanged much).

John Marvin recalls that everyone eagerly read the
news or listened to the radio for announcements of
the end of the war. He was 10 years old in the
October as the war ended in May. He remembers it
coming on the radio in the morning that the war was
ended. Everyone came out of their houses to greet
one another. Even as achild we felt agreat sense of
relief. Messages were sent around for volunteers to
collect wood from the Burroughs for a celebration
bonfire. May 8th was aNational Holiday, and street
parties were planned everywhere!

John Marvin lived in ahouse where Caixhnal Broach
car park is now situated. His Dad brought home
flags and they strung them up across to the bus
shelter. He says that his grandmother in Leicester
hung up aGerman flag that had been sent home by
her son, away fighting in Italy. Everyone was
encouraged to spit on it as they went by. During the
war even children were encouraged to regard the
German enemy as evil.' Everyone had to bring their
own knives, forks and spoons to the party. Even in
the days of rationing, mothers had managed to
produce jellies and custard, and fish paste
sandwiches. There was plenty of tea. Mr Tubby
Green gave a recital on the kettle drums. The adults
enjoyed it, but it was not much appreciated by the
children.

RATBY POST OFFICE
Main Street Ratby

Newsagent Confectionary
Tobacco

PHOTOCOPY SERVICE GREETINGS CARDS

HALLMARK, RUSTCRAFT ETC.

SHOE REPAIR AGENTS ^
Open 7 Days

1^1 I—i Tel. 2393001

Two of John Marvin's mates didn't bother to go to
the party, they thought it was awaste of time. Later
on they regretted that decision, and made sure they
were atthe VJ day celebrations in August!
A bonfire was lit on the field next to the Bull's
Head, and there were fireworks. The pub was
probably open all day.

The grocery shop in the photograph was run by
Nellie Marvin. It was a big shop with a massive
counter running the whole length of the side and
back of the shop. But there was never much on sale,
just the basic rations for those who were registered
at that shop. Across the road was a grocery shop
run by another Marvin. George Marvin was
formerly aboot and shoe repairer, and when he died
in 1944 his widow opened a grocery store. People
registered with aparticular shop for their groceries,
and also with local farms for milk and eggs. The
farmer used to come round with the goods on a cart.

In the photograph, John Marvin himself is standing
behind the table, 5th from the left. Next to him is
Brian Garlton.

Some of the children are wearing red, white and blue
rosettes, which went on sale as soon as the war was
over. There are ofcourse no men in the picture!

John Mai'vin tells us that his father's cousin was non
other than Albert Marvin, who kept the Railway Inn
in the 194()'s. Readers may remember the articles
about the Railway Inn in 'Wot' issues 40, 41 and 42,
1993. John Marvin was surprised to discover the
whereabouts of a relative he didn't know existed.
He wrote to Stan Marvin following the articles!

We are still interested in photographs and memories
ofVE and VJ day!

Those of you who wisely keep yttur old copies of
Wot, can look back for photographs of VE day
parties in Markfield Lane in Issues 40 and 42!!



London Marathon Runners

Mike Percy 40, and his brother Duncan 36, are
appealing for sponsorship for L.O.R.O.S. when they run
the London Marathon on Sunday, 2nd April.

Fellow Desford Strider running club members Sam 29,
and Nick Taylor 27 of Leicester Forest East are running
with them for the Red Cross. Anyone wishing to
sponsor them can contact Mike Percy at 12 Nicholas
Drive, or on Leicester 0116 2388119.

What do abou^~^^
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Ut '^ot Knoi^jy

Iriii'ip'i:'i'ill^

RATBY All our Yesterdays"

Two local men. Rod Atkins and John Stone are
currently preparing an album of local photographs,
to be published before Christmas. Any profits
from the sale will be donated to local charities.

To complete this project they do require additional
material. Can anyone loan any photos of bygone
Ratby for this venture? Pictures of any aspect of
village life are required and any loaned, any size or
any condition will be fully insured and returned.
The producers cannot guarantee that every picture
supplied will be included but the album will present
the best selection to show, "village life of
yesterday".
Please contact Rod, or John who is on 2394654.

ON THE RIGHT TRACK !!

In our last issue, Horace Gamble sent in a letter praising
Everards for the new "Railway Inn"sign!

So here it is for those of you who haven't noticed it!

We can now reveal that it was in fact landlord Mick
Thornton who fought to get this sign painted from the
moment he arrived in Ratby!

Horace bas kindly added some notes about this class of
ibcorhotivel

Locomotives of the inside cylinder 0-6-0 type were
the most numerous to be employed in this country
- several thousands of them having been built over
more than a hrmdred year period.
'Atlas' the very first one to enter service, in 1834,
was to the design of Robert Stephenson, the
engineer of the Leicester & Swannington Railway.
It was stationed at CoalvUle for 25 years before
being sold to a colliery.
The L&SR was taken over by the Midland Railway
in 1847 and became a prolific user of the 0-6-0
type. Matthew Kirtley, the Midland's locomotive
superintendent, designed and ordered over 400
examples from 1853 onwards. He was followed by
Samuel Waite Johnson who improved upon the
design and under his direction over 450 were buHt
between 1875 and 1902, classified 2 Freight.
When the railways were nationalised in 1948 there
were still almost two himdred of Johnson's rebuilt
O-6-Os at work including those at CoalviUe for
working the former L&SR line. It is one of these
which is depicted on the pub sign at the Railway
Inn. They also worked the passengers trains
which were withdrawn in 1928, when Ratby
station became a goods office.
The last three survivors (budt in 1876) eked out
their dechning years on the thread branch until
1963 as there were no other existing locomotives
suitable to the narrow bore of Glenfield tunnel.

Unfortunately none of the class were preserved.
Ainticipating their demise a 170hp diesel loco was
given a trial but was foimd wanting for adhesion.
Consequently, two modem (1950s) BR built
outside cylinder 2-6-0 locomotives were adapted
by lowering the cab roofs by 3" to clear the tunnel.
These two had a short working life on the hne
through Ratby as it closed when traffic was
withdrawn in April 1966.

Learn to play the

CLASSICAL GUITAR

and the basics for all guitar styles

Class or private tuition.
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WinterScoutGroup -John's-Lee-Wood
17th - 19th Feb 1995

'Stayedfine had a good time'
That s about all the feed back you get from a Scout
when asked about camp. So I thought it would be
a good idea to outline the weekends activities for
all those interested parents and grandparents, that
got little more than a grunt from their son when
asked about camp.

Friday evening was taken up by playing games
organised by Ray Lander (many thanks Ray)
wWch included a wide game (outdoor) Beetle
Drive and acard game called 07! (similar to Bingo).
Also throwing the bean bags over the net.

Saturday morning the Scouts were set a mini
challenge which consisted of a Backwoods Trail,
Observation Test and Orienteering. They were
also instructed on the Axe-mans badge.

After lunch each patrol was asked to make a
container outof tin foil and twigs, light a small fire
and produce a cup of tea! Yuck. Then 'Its a
Knockout' was organised by yours truly. Acamp
fire and songs was followed by dinner, badge
work, a wide game and bingo. I was asked to tell
them more ghost stories, as I did on Friday night
to help settle them down. (It was more like 2.00
am Saturdaymorning if the truth be told).

Sunday morning was taken up with the District
Orienteering Competition, everyone took part, we
are awaiting the results.

Ltmch was then served by Colin and Paul, who I
wotild like to thank for the tremendous help they
gave us by preparing and cooking all the meals, so
that it freed Chris, Pete and myself to organise the
rest of the programme.

After Ivmch it was pack up and backhome to Mum
and Dad and into that nice hot bath. Ah!

Yours in scouting

ACT
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His & Hers

Ladies &<3ents|
Hair Dressing
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reduced rates

Styiing Biow Drying

Coiouring Setting
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Tuesday to Saturday

Appointments not always

necessary

156 Station Road, Ratby

Tel 2394429 ✓

Vive Le Chunnel!

Until recently I was a Euro Tunnel sceptic. T.ikp
thousands of other people the thought oftravelling
thirty one miles in tunnel tmder the sea did not
hold any attraction in spite of my love for trains.
When two friends, who had booted a return trip
on LeShuttle, invitedme to accompany them I did
not jump immediately at the chance but gave the
idea some time to sink in. Being an inveterate
photoholic, especially of railways, I capitulated
imable to resist the lure of some new. camera
fodder.

The whole experience is simplicity itself. Driving
off the M20 motorway into the Cheriton (Kent)
terminal tickets are checked, or fares paid, at a car
park type kiosk. Then one can either drive direct
to Ihe customs or to the splendid terminalbuilding
for a ineal, shops or to change currency. On then
to the customs, first the British then the French,
where cars may be searched, so that you are
officially in France even before boarding fire train!
MarshaUs in yellow jackets and overhead
illuminated gantries guide the lines of cars to thd
loading platforms. Vehicles on one side of the
train enter through a roller shutter door and are
guided fiirough the length of the carriages on the
lower deck while those on the other side of the
train proceed up an intemal ramp to occupy the
upper deck. When five cars are in position on each
deck fireproof shutters separate the compartments
but side doors may be push-button opened to
allow passage into the next carriage. There are
toilets in every third carriage.

A complete train holds up to 200 cars. Trains of
lattice sided deck wagons can carry twenty four
HGVs and over one thousand are now being
transported dedly. Single deck rolling stock to
accommodate coaches and caravans is now coming
into use. The carriages are air conditioned, sound
proofed and well lit enough to take photographs
without flash - which is not allowed. Messages in
English and French are relayed through
loudspeakers, by overhead electronic strip display
and Le Shutfie Radio, providing music and
annoimcements, can be received over car radios.

Two 6000hp electric locomotives (built by Brush at
Loughborough) one at each end of the train make a
leisurely entrance into the tunnel and, without any
sensation of movement inside the train, are soon
running at 90mph. The exit on the French side at

Coquilles is equally leisurely and, before
unloading, the train runs through a complete circle
so that it is facing in the right direction for the
return journey. There are no customs formalities
to be faced and one drives straight off the
platforms and on to the A16 motorway.

My companions and I stayed overnight in the
small seaside town of Wimeieux before returning
home the next morning. The procedure is the
reverse of the outward trip. We timed fiie train's
passage through the tunnel as 24 minutes 2
seconds, an average of 78 mph. On unloading at
Cherton, one can drive straight on to the M20
motorway or if a meal is desired a five minute
drive brings one to the exhibition centre and cafe.
An observation tower overlooks the whole
operation and, apart from some of the machinery
used to build the tunnel;, theworking scale model
ofthetwo terminals ismost fascinating.

Euro Turmel operate Le Shutfie car, coach and
HGV trains; Emopean Passenger Services are
responsible for the footpassenger's Etnostar trains
between London and Paris or Brussels, and the
main line railways operate the freight traffic.
When fuUy operational, in the months to come,
there will be 20 trains per hour, in each direction,
using the tunnels as a headway of 3 minutes
making it the most intensive railway operation in
the world!

Hoz
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The Annual General Meeting took place at the
Welfare HaU on 21stFebruary when the Chairman,
Dennis Green, reviewed the past year's highlights
and paid tribute to retiring Committee members
Mrs Jill Jordan and Mr Horace Ball. Special thanks
were given to Mrs Sheila Day, the retiring
treasurer, who had held office since 1980. Dennis
Green was re-elected Chairman and Horace
Gamble was re-elected Hon. Secretary. The new
treasurer elected was Mrs Betty Huhne. At the
close of the meeting there followed the
traditionally buffet supper, and raffle, enjoyed by
all in aspirit of fellowship and good humour.

Now that it had been learned that the Woodland
Trust has signed the Contract to purchase land at
Old Hays for the creation of new woods, Ratby
Village Society wishes to say Thank You to aU
those people who pledged money to this
worthwhile project. They werenot all members of
the RVS. Some were relatives or friends and then
there was the Primary School, the Drop In, the
Sports Club and the Women's Institute.
Altogether the Society collected 57 pledge forms
amounting to £833.00 for which the Woodland
Trust is extremely grateful.

Forthcoming meetings to be held in the Welfare
HaU at 8.00 pm include :

Tuesday 18th April

Tuesday 16th May

'The Holy Land'
by Mr W.R. Thomas
'The Churches and Chapels
of 19th Century Leicester'
by Mr Derek Seaton

Being a peculiarly pedantic person 1 have
speUed Old Hays without the 'e' for the
reason that it is shown as Old Hays on the
Ordance Survey map and also on a grave
stone in Ratbychurchyard.

THE DROP IN

It started from a chance remark in the Co-op when
some of the village ladies were waiting at the
coimter and someone said it would be nice to have

a coffee during the morning roxmds! This
happened in 1987 and from those few ladies,
among them were some from the W.I., we have a
regular place to meet for a drink, cake and a chat in
the Welfare HaU every Thursday from 10 - 12
midday.

I'm told that it couldn't go on without loyal
support, Pat WiUis acknowledges this. Once a
month - one can purchase food items, at a cheap
rate, from the staU run by Margaret Fenton. Trips
to places of interest are organised by Jean
Richardson on a fairly regular basis, so there's
usually something for everyone.
At Christmas there are mince pies and the usual
fancy cakes -home made for anyone dropping in.
As they indicate on the board outside, (typical in
Ratby), " Everyone welcome".
LW.

I Appliance Servicing and Installatwn
I Breakdown and Repair Services
IPlumbing and Heating Installation
IKitchen &Bathroom Design and Installation
IQuality Guaranteed by Experienced Engineers

6SAXONS RISE, RATBY, LEICS. LE6 ONE
• Tel: 0116 2393662

CHURCH ROOMS. RATBY LANE.
Has room for a regular evening activity on
Wednesdays. Interested parties please ring
Mr. R. Derbyshire 0116-2393746 for detaUs.
^

Whitsun United Service
Ratby Chapel &Church will meet for an operi
air service on Sunday June 4th in Ratby School
Playground at 1030 am., led by the ev
C.Grey. This is to celebrate the birthday of the
Christian Church and we invite everyone to
join us. If it is wet we shall meet in the
Welfare Hail. , ,,
On the Saturday evening of June 3rd, we sh
be celebrating by having a barbecue and bam
dance in the Church Rooms. More details from
Church andChapel members.
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Photo by Sylvia Gant

Photo (L to R) Ohm
Nick Gant, Gregory Brooks, David Tunnicliffe, Alexander Weidon, Yousaf Mirza, Stuart Granam.

Venture Scouts 'High Adventure'

The first Venture Scouts to have started scouting in a
Beaver pack, nearly 10 years ago came, "of age" when
they undertook a Venture Scouts Annual Hill Challenge
"High Adventure" over a weekend.

They had to be "prepared", after being driven for four
hours to a secret destination to meet up with 43 other
units from Leicestershire, to be totally self sufficient in
food and shelter over the weekend. This they soon
discovered was to be found in an isolated part of
Snowdonia.

The intrepid six, lead by team leader Nick Grant battled
over mountainous terrain through sleet and snow and
freezing winds to find orienteering markers whilst all the
time carryingtheir vital survival kits.

Their first challenge of this type, was rewarded when
they received a shield for the "Best Newcomers in the
High Adventure".

Yousaf Mirza, Stuart Graham, David Tunnicliffe, Nick
Gant and Tim Sims who was unable to take part due to
a shoulder injury are the first Venture Scouts to have
been Beaver Scouts joining the movement when they
were six.

The Beaver Scoutswho's motto is "Fun and Friends" are
to celebrate their 10th anniversary on Monday, 17th
April. A section that mature Scouters all over the
country said, "would not take off and would be more like
a baby sitting section!" have been proved wrong as
Ratby's constant waiting list over the ten years has
shown.

On their first evening Bobby Barratt, Ian Graham and
Judith Harrison, leaders with Janet Hawksworth, Richard
Bent and Paul Tunnicliffe set the ball rolling.

Ten years and countless Beavers later Janet
Hawksworth is now the Beaver Leader and appealing
for helpers. In retum for all their good times, the
Venture unit are to attend Beaverevenings in the school
hall to help with activities, crafts and to organise games
for the current Beavers.

Report from Sylvia Grant

DON'T FORGET TO APP A"1" TO ALL LEICESTER TELEPHONE
NUMBERS

21

BURROUGHS ROAD

APRIL SPECIAL

A MEAL FOR TWO

2 X lOoz RUMP STEAKS
2 X BREAST OF CHICKEN CHASSEUl
2 X PLAICE BRETON
2 X VEGETARIAN SPECIAL

All served with chips and peas or a salad
PLUS A BOTTLE OF HOUSE WINE

FOR £11.00 inclusive.

Available every Lunch, every Evening
throughout

MAY SPECIAL MENU
TO BE ANNOUNCED

WATCH FOR DETAILS

The Plough Inn,
Burroughs Road,
Ratby,
Leicester LE6 OXZ
0116 2392103^'^Sfc,.J^

PL

STILL 4 X YEAR

SUBSCRIPTIONS

& 8 X 1/2 YEAR

SUBSCRIPTIONS

TO BE WON

IN APRIL

EASTER EGG

RAFFLE^

10 PRIZES^
PROCEEDS TO

LOCAL CHARITY

Food Available
Lunch 12 noon-2 p.m.
Evening 6 p.m.-9.30 p.m.
(Sunday 7 p.m.)
Last orders 9.30 p.m.
Seven days a week



1st Ratbv Swifts Cubs

Just before Christinas, my wife and I successfully
completed the St John's Ambulance First Aid
course after 12 two hour sessions at night school
and a final examination for the certificate.

Heaven forbid that any cub will witness or be
involved in a serious accident but if that did
happen, just maybe they would be auseful witnessi
able to assist rather than just stand around as a
curious onlooker.

If nothing else, this course gave us both confidence
in our ability to assist at any accident involving
serious injury to a person.

At our next parent's evening, the cubs will be
demonstrating their first aid knowledge to parents
and friends.

I was impressed withcomparative ease with which
the basic essentials of first aid can be mastered and
decided to pass on some of this to my cub pack.

May Iin all seriousness suggest that everyone who
cares for other people should seek to attend one o
the recognised first aid training courses run by
either the Red Cross or the St John's ambulance.
They are good fun and invaluable.

So, for three weeks before Christmas the cubs were
introduced to such activities as artificial
respiration; resuscitation; recovery positions and
slings. The boys didn't realise just how useful
their neckerchiefs can be in first aid.

This short course has been completed by giving
first aid sessions on Sunday mornings when all the
topics of the cub first aid proficiency badge were
covered.

By the time you read this article, hopefully most, if
not all, the Swifts Cubs will have their first badge.
They will notbeexperts in first aid but they should
have some knowledge of how to treat serious
bleeding; broken limbs; how to help a person who
has stopped breathing or even whose heart has
stopped.

Annual Family Camp

August 11th, 12th, 13th

For all of those who want a weekend
ofsurprises III

Contact Pete Fowler

Trevor Sleath - Akela
Swifts

MOBILE CHIROPODIST
Julie Tolton MSSCh., MBChA

Fully qualified registered Member of the
British Chiropody Association

Treatment in your own home for the relief of;

Corns, Verrucae, Callous (hard skin)
and other foot and nail problems

for an appointment please telephone
Leicester . 0.116-2312406
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AND
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EDITOR 2393367

ARTICLES 2394ft73

ADVERTS 2393279 or 2394&73

LETTERS ETC.: TO THE LIBRARY,
3INCLE DRIVE OR 10 GROBY ROAD

The views expressed ace tite views of individual
contributors imd do not necessaciiy reflect the
views of the publishers.
The inclusion of an advertiser in the maqgasdne
docs not imply recommendation by "WOTT'or
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1st Ratby Swallows Cub Pack

Dear Readers

I would like to let you know how our chess and
draughts teams performed this year in the annual
event for cubs. The event was held on Saturday
4th February 1995, at the 86th HQ on Buckminster
Road, Leicester.

Each cub pack is allowed to enter one cub in each
age group for chess and the same for draughts.
This year's team was :

Chess

U/9's
U/lO's
U/ll's

Draughts

U/lO's
U/ll's

AUstair Richards

Phibp Dalby
James Coltman

Andrew Glenister

Christopher Spencer

Have you made a
Will?

We offer a comprehensive
Will writing service by

competent professionals with
a high level of discretion.

Single Wm - Only £44.95
Mutual Wills - Only £69.95

(Prices include VAT)

Ratby Insurance Services
34 Main Street, Ratby, Leicester

Christopher Spencer did very well and was overall
winner in his age group. Andrew Glenister was
4th overall in his age group.

Ahstair Richards came 9th, Philip Dalby came 8th
and James Coltmancame6th. 13packs, entered the
competition and 1st Ratby Swallows were placed
10th overall.

I would like to say a special thank you to Mrs
Diane Spencer who came down and supported us
on the day.

I would also like to thank Mr John Broome and his
team for organising this event.

A big thank you to the team from Akela.

BRIAN CROSS (AKELA)
1ST RATBY SWALLOWS CUB PACK

SCOUTS A.GM.

4l:h May^r 8*15 in the Church Rooiu^

Aii are welcome.

Fisti Bar
. U OPENING TIMES

Traditional

English
Fish & Chips

V. 2392772

Mon 6.00- 11.30 p.m.

Thurs 6.00-11.45 p.m.

Frl 11,30- 1.30 a.m.

5.00- 12.00 p.m.

§at 12.00- 1.30 a.m.

6.00-12.00 p.m.

A. H. COLEY
Plumbing & Heating Repairs,

New Installations, Bathrooms, Showers,

For a full range ofservices contact:

4, Saxons Rise
Ratby

Leicestershire LE6 ONF


