(FLOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS
NO MORE REPAIR BILLS COME IN
[/ DELIVERED AND FITTED FREE AND SEE OUR
[/ CHANGE IT WHEN YOU WANT low cost

[/ AFTER SALES SERVICE WITHIN 24 HRS RENTAL

PHILIPS RANGE IN-STORE

OUR LATEST NICAM TV & PORTABLE COLOURTV S
VIDEO PACKAGE SOUNDS GREAT FROM £6.9
, it 21" REMOTE CONTROLTV'S

FROM £8.99
MULTIPROGRAMMABLE

VIDEOS W=
FROME 1 0.

Philips Nicam Digital Stereo-
00 qualitysound homyour | 01 CM REMOTE TV

tlevision through poweril | & VIDEO PACKAGE
amplifiers. To match the only $19.98 per month
superb sound performance
is the brilliant picture clarity 51CM COL TV FASTEXT
that conventional sets find hard TV/VIDEQ PACKAGE

THE FUTURE IS PHILIPS

to equal. Coupled with the L ONIY $22.98 per month
excellent Philips VR522
Nicam Video Recorder, SICMTEXT COL TV
. | ICAM "- 4 VIDEO
1M TEEEXT T Vo PAK G | i
7 TOTAL SEPARATE Mn I A \UE | [ Wasiy

1 jENT L ONLY I 30 =y RENTAL NE
Vil I from £12.99 per month
27 STATION ROAD,

RATRV

Wot !

About Rathy ...

UBLISHED BY THE RATBY SCOUT GROUP |

BHE

Rolls to Retiremenﬂ

Dreams do come truel Mrs Aileen Newson of Main Street Ratby,had always
wanted to ride in the vintage Rolls Royce owned by her employer, Mr. Charles

Geary. She was completely bowled over when he took her for a surprise ride /\M
: 2t

i i etirement.
around Leicestershire to celebrate herr o

ary's Bakery for 33 years, and can remember the

ked at Ge
Mrs Newson had wor ‘
days when 2 |oaf of bread cost only 9d! )
the Bulls Head in Ratby where she W
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delivered her er family. Ins .
ce th some of I join in the celebration.
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Collectomania goes on Show . . ..

Calling collectors of all ages, your collections are
wanted - from the bizarre to the ordinary, from
plastic frogs to wacky ties, from movie
memorabilia to matchboxes, from pottery to
posters.

Leicestershire Museums, Arts and Records Service
is one of 48 organisations taking part in an exciting
nationwide summer festival entitled, "The People's
Show". The show, which is the first of its kind in
Leicestershire, will reveal the many weird and
wonderful things local people collect and why.

Application forms to take part in The People's
Show are available from your local branch
museum or from Deirdre Figueiredo, Cultural
Development Officer on (0533) 473052. Successful
applicants will have their collections displayed in
an exhibition at the Leicestershire Museum and Art
Gallery, New Walk from 25th June to 4th
September 1994. There will also be People's Show
displays at museums throughout the county. The
deadline for return of forms is Monday 21st March
1994.
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GOECIALLET [N OUTTO/PE
CLIELINGFOR /F CREAM.

FETES « BOTBALES ©
SHOWE » GAONINALS FTE.

FORLETANS TEL

ish Bar

OPENING TIMES

Traditional Mon 6.00- 11.30 p.m.
English Thurs 6.00 - 11.45 p.m.

Fish & Chips Fri  11.30- 1.30a.m.

392772 5.00 - 12.00 p.m
Sat 12.00- 1.30am

6.00-12.00 p.m. M

1st Ratby Scout Group

@_,

2:00pm - 4:00pm
Welfare Hall

Saturday 16th April

More Fun than Your /irlnchair

I received a good response to my
neighbourhood watch advertisement in
the December issue of "Wot".
However, we still need further co-
ordinators. I would be pleased to
speak to any other interested people
about the setting up of new schemes.
Remember - there is very little work
involved, there is no cost and it 1is
for your benefit.

I can be contacted at Beaumont
Police Station, tel. 530066.

Cycling on Pavements

I have received a number of
complaints from residents about
students from Brookvale high
School /Groby Community College
riding pedal cycles on pavements oOr
along Chapel Lane/Church Lane,
against the one way traffic flow. In
the interests of safety ©please
ensure that these practices cease.

Congregating Youths/Street Games

During my time in Ratby this problem
has reduced significantly. However,
with the 1lighter evenings fast
approaching, I anticipate more
youths on the streets. 1 will make
my position clear in that I will not
tolerate trouble from gangs of
youths and I will deal with such
situations firmly.

P.C. Brian Moore

RATBY POST OFFICE

Main Street Ratby
Newsagent Confectionary

Tobacco
PHOTOCOPY SERVICE GREETINGS CARDS
HALLMARK, RUSTCRAFT ETC.
SHOE REPAIR AGENTS
Open 7 Days

Tel. 393001

Jacqueline S. Lee B.A. (Hons)
PRIVATE TUTOR IN ENGLISH
PRIMARY TO 'A' LEVEL
2 JOURNEYMANS GREEN, RATBY

TEL: 0533 387593
HOURLY RATES

FROM £7.00 (BASIC PRIMARY)

AN A AR O IVAY 1 Py I )

Anyone for Tennis?

Would-be tennis players may be
interested to know of an event
taking place at a local tennis club.

Kirby Forest Tennis Club, who play
at courts on Scudamore Road, are
holding an Open Day on Saturday 23rd
April from 1.30 p.m. onwards.

If you enjoy tennis and would 1like
to know more about what is involved
then please come along to this free,
no-obligation afternoon. Light
refreshments will be provided and
you will be able to meet club
members. Kirby Forest is a friendly
club which has ladies, mens, mixed
and veterans league teams and which
holds social events.

If you would like to come along or
want to know more details, then
please ring John Dewsbury on
Leicester 354628 or Anne Freeman on
Leicester 393418.

One thing you can be sure of is a
warm welcome and a free game




[l ©pe Plough Inn

WINTERSUN. .CRUISES & FLIGHTS!
FHEE Hnlln Burroughs Road, Ratby. Tel. Leic. 392103
APRIL SPECIAL AND HOLIDAY BONANZA
'NSUHANBE ! | 1st Prize: |
ON EUROPEAN SUMME A MEAL FOR TWO £800 Holi dav ’
. ONHOLIDAYS BVEBEMPERI:‘EEI:I;::PLS y
2 X 100z Sirloin Steak 2nd Prize:
' ar _ £200 Holiday
DISCOUNT 2 x Plough Mixed Grills
or .
PER PERSON 2 x Half Chicken Chasseur Plus a £10 h°|'d_ay Vou‘_:her
or with every April Special.
- 2 x Vegetarian Specials
g 1250 Entry to Holiday Bonanza
-£ 10w All above served with chips, | with every April Special.
= £ 55 OFF | peas and a bottle of house wine
| _'£ 45 o for £11.00
-£ 35m :
-£ 250 Available every lunch, every evening throughout
-£ 200
Em200 -£ 15w
ALL DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON APRIL
OVERSEAS HOLIDAYS WHEN YOU
BOOK WITH OUR HOLIDAY INSURANCE J
SALLY TRAVEL IN YORKS.. Please note we do note take bookings.
MIDLANDS..LANCS.. & Please telephone for directions if required.
o HUMBERSIDE BOOK ALL
{d@ ABTA TOUR OPERATORS! e p g-“-lf?- HYGIENE COURSE
< Bu‘:m'WhghF'{nn Bookings now being taken Food Available
R B ACCESS & VISA WELCOME (3x) oglsEesd == Lunch 12 noon - 2.00pm
AR ; \ Leicester LE6 OXZ g Evening 6.00pm - 9.30pm
B (Sunday 7.00pm)
Last Orders 9.30pm /




Brian the Bus

oh wheré€
could
lVeronica

Whiling away time on the bus station
a few weeks ago, 1 noticed that some
of the Midland Fox buses had names
printed on the front..... Keith,
Gareth and Shaun. Later I travelled
on a bus called Brian. Since then
I've spotted Paul and Ivan, and I
think I spotted a Veronica.

curiosity got the better of me —.I
had to investigate. A helpful man 1n
the information office told me that
the bus-naming was started for fun
by the staff at the Southgates
Garage. The Dbuses are named after
the staff! N Co
a5yt 14 oy

o "/
So now we Know!

ALPINE e
CLEANING %
SERVICES

For all your cleaning
requirements

* Windows

* 3 piece suites

* Carpets

* Car Seats

* Ceneral builders cleans
Very competitive prices!

GEOFE WOOD @ 0530 242878
(11 years cleaning experience)

A B L
LYAM A chalky powder A spotted bird Leash for holding a Hound
NOPAL A curry dish A musical brass flute A cactus
LIPrP A fish An Arab cloak Small flower in USA
ELEOT Specic of Apple A Spanish dance Mediterranean Fruit
PURROCK A Scottish sword Small enclosure of land A sca fish
SOUBRETTE An Irish poem A chamber maid A small fancy dish
KILDERKIN A child's doll Measure of 18 gallons of Ale East German puppet
DOTTARD A Lens polisher A small red fish Decayed tree |
DRACHM Magicians Wand Greek storybook One teaspoonful
COLE RAPE Forest fungus The common turnip A Turkish sweet
CECILS Fried balls of rice A game like chess Sugar coated mints
BOKELET A Norwegian love letter A long winged Hawk Purse made out of silk
AJURU An Amcrican Parrot Fish trap made of wood A Chinese Lawyer
FUNDI A collection of fees Grain cultivated in West Africa | An Indian Juggler
HEDDLES Small cakes made in Wales Steps leading down to Crypt Harness on a Loom
IRONSIDE Part of an oven 19th Century Armoured Ship One of Cromwell's Veterans
JOWLER A hunting dog Veil for the face Clowns makeup
ERNE Pot containing bones A sca Eagle Island North of Scotland
GENET A small Spanish horse Old type of spinning wheel Narrow French alleyway
MERIONES Room set aside for Whist Materials for letter writing American Jumping Mouse
NULLIPORE Kind of marine plant Blockage of skin vessels Native Head-dress - Peru
OMBRE Mexican Cattle Boss Card game for three Paint made from Resin
PALPEBROUS | Trembling notes in music Soft mushy oatmeal Having large eyebrows
QUERPO Garment worn close to body Spanish postman Pot of aromatic herbs
TAPSTER A drummer Drawer of Ale Motor Mechanic
DOOLIE Covered litter made of bamboo | An Irish flute A weather vane
WIMPLE Covering round chin of Nun Cake made for Easter Small swelling on neck

Our thanks go to Les for yet another entertaining

quiz Answers on Fage 25 -- -

—

18 Parklands Avenue, Groby.

B.T. KEYMER

Tel: Leicester 876926

WASHING MACHINE AND

CLEANER REPAIRS

an s e

) KEN TOMKINS

General Builder
Alterations and Extensions

PROPERTY REPAIRS

Have you made a
Will?

We offer a comprehensive
Will writing service by
competent professionals with
a high level of discretion.

Single Will - Only £44.95

Mutual Wills - Only £69.95
(Prices include VAT)

Ratby Insurance Services
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Remember the Wot article about
Arbury Hall? Readers who were also
hooked on the BBC serialisation of
George Eliot's "Middlemarch" may
l1ike to know of a link!

George Eliot, (Mary Anne Evans)
1jived at South Farm on the Arbury
Hall Estate. Her father, Robert
Evans, was the Estate Manager for
the 7000 acres of land.

The Hall was built in the 1670's by
Sir Richard Newdigate, using some
designs by Christopher Wren.

When Newdigate died childless in
1806, the estate passed to his
cousin Francis Parker of Kirk
Hallam, Derbyshire. Robert Evans, his
agent, came with him. Mary Anne was
born in 1819.

Early memories of the countryside
around Arbury Hall are recorded in
her novels. Mary Anne often sat with

Yo B s e N . . p P e T AT A +thhaA



Time for Change at Ratby Methodist
Church

You might be forgiven for the mistaken belief
that "Methodism" implies a slow and
painstakingly methodical approach to change.
This is definitely not the case at the Ratby
Methodist Church. There are plenty of exciting
times in store for the whole of the Community
in Ratby as we prepare to embrace a
significant change that is taking place within
our church. Many of you will I am sure have
some connection however vague with that
funny old building that sits overlooking
Geary's Bakery. Maybe you have attended a
service , wedding or Christening , been part of
the Sunday School , been in the scouts or
brownies or was just a visitor who attended
some entertaining function held in our old
school premises. What ever your connection
you will be aware that the Church premises are
quite old , are in need of refurbishment and
are just plain difficult to get into if you have
even the smallest of disabilities.

Well we have plans to change all that. We
intend to redevelop our main church building
with the needs of the community very much in
mind. We intend to convert the church into a
multi-purpose building with easy access for
all. This will require a significant financial
investment and we have plans for a whole
range of fund-raising and FUN-raising
activities in which you can participate in the
coming months. Yes you did read that
correctly - it does say FUN-raising activities.
There goes another myth about Methodism -
we do intend to generate a lot of enjoyment for
everyone as we begin to rebuild our church - or
should I say your church for that's what we
would like it to be. Would you like to know

more ? We are planning an open-day at the

Church on Saturday 16th April from .
10.00am to 3.00pm . Just pop in and we'll tell

et a4 AL

70 M~ Ken Charlesworth.

~—— Golden Friends

Want to know more about the entertainment
planned ? Keep a watch on our notice boards.
Want to help ? Come along to our launch
service on Sunday 17th April at 10.00am-
you don't have to be a Methodist to get in -
OOPs there goes another myth !

Ratby Methodist Church.

LETTERS

As I wonder back into Ratby from
Groby, Desford, Markfield or Kirby
Muxloe what a pleasant surprise to
be greeted under the Ratby signs, by
a host of daffodils fluttering and
dancing in the breeze.

And then my heart with pleasure
fills and dances with those
daffodils.

Well done and thanks to Ratby Parish
Council and the Village Society for
planting them.

Sylvia Gant

R

PLEASE DRIVE
CAREFULLY THROUGH
oUR viLLAGE

e i T

Dear Editor,

My feathers are getting ruffled by
all this squawking about by-passes.
My mate and I can't wait for the
diggers to churn up the worms and
animals for our dinners.

We look forward to patrolling the
hard shoulder for fast food.

| "’Tw

SEE and TRY our range of ;

66 Varieties of Bread
34 Varieties of Cobs, Rolls, etc.

C. GEARY:SONS

200 Varieties of Cakes and Pastries
BT ol 8,
. Mﬁﬁfi&ﬁ“ﬂ%w QNLQ%,&

VISIT OUR OLDE WORLDE" SHOP
WEDDING ,CELEBRATION & NOVELTY CAKES OUR SPECIALITY

&

C GEARY & SONS STATION ROAD s RATBY LEICESTER 386600

17 STAMFORD STREET
GLENFIELD
LEICESTER

LE3 8DL

Whiting Kirby & Co

PAYING TOO MUCH FOR YOUR HOUSE INSURANCE 7?7?77
COMPARE OUR PREMIUMS WITH YOUR EXISTING INSURER

BUILDINGS SUM INSURED  £40,000 PREMIUM £64.00

£50,000 £80.00

" " " £60,000 " £96.00
CONTENTS SUM INSURED  £12,000 " £49.20
A1) 1]} L1} £1 5‘000 " £61 .50
" n " £1 8'000 " £73.80

WE ALSO OFFER VERY COMPETITIVE MOTOR INSURANCE
PREMIUMS - WHY NOT TRY US FOR A QUOTE !

mmpal FFMNRIIASAAIFT IAFAAY\ O YA PEPPAN




It's Spring! Why not include your
pockeps in the annual spring clean,
and give all that loose change to

some of the worthwhile causes 1in
this issue!

Turn to page 18 and read about two
enterprising young Ratby people, or
read about the ambitious plans to
develop the Ratby Methodist Chapel
on page 9. The development committee
have come up with some unusual and
creative fund-raising ideas. See
page 16 for information.

;f yvou prefer your donations to
include a chance of winning for
yourself, then why not get on the
telephone quickly and respond to
Ratby School Association's offer of
a number in the 200 club? You can
find out about it on page 10.

Finally, there is always a chance to
get some new pockets at the Scouts

SPECIAL SERVED
EVERY THURSDAY
WITH A SELECTION
OF FRESH
VEGETABLES

FRESH
WET FISH
COOKED IN
OUR OWN
BATTER
SERVED
EVERY FRIDAY
& SATURDAYJ

LUNCH SERVED
7 DAYS A WEEK-
BOOKING 1S
RECOMMENDED

Editorial

ENGLISH ROAST ' f{ Warm Wa/came /%ua&ﬁ? %vu%

THE RAILWAY INN

from Jscqus  Mickc
and sl the Staff.

Rummage Sale on Saturday April 16
(see page 3).

Opce again we bring you news and
views from around the village.

Once again we ask for your stories,
photographs and news!

Does_anyone have any photographs or
stories to tell about the Methodist
Chapel for a future issue?
Apparently the Methodist Church
moved to the School Rooms on Chapel
Lane in 1895, 99 years ago! Does
anyone now what happened to the
Ratby Baptist Church? We've read

somewhere that they started in 1760
at Ratby.

Why not write and tell us what you
think about 'Wot'? Which articles do
you most enjoy, or is there anything
you'd like to read about? Send your
letters to Martin at 35 Danehill.

RATBY

TELEPHONE

acBiillpy T

1993 EVERARDS
CELLAR

COMPETITION TRADITIONAL

RESULT :- PUB
1ST. RAILWAY INN
RATBY
Simply The Best
Always

A Letter from
the Vicar -
Michael Hardy

Clergy are placed in communities to
serve the whole Parish, not just
those who come to church, so 1 like
to visit many of the village groups
and organisations to make myself
known. In addition, having worked in
commerce and industry for most of my
1ife, I would very much like to have
the chance to call in on the various
work places here in Ratby sO that I
become acquainted with the whole of
the village, 1its home, industrial,
social and church life.

I shall be doing that not just as an

individual but as part of a team of _ASR=

clergy and lay people, for I am a
firm believer in team work, where a
group of people use their individual
and Jjoint skills and training to
perform their job more effectively.
The team in Ratby and Groby consists
of Tony and Susan Leighton who live
in Groby, together with Stephen Howe
the lay reader based in Groby. We
have been placed here by the Bishop
to be part of the whole of these

villages.

e have only been here a few weeks
but already feel very settled, and
are grateful for the warm welcome
Audrey and 1 have received and look
forward to getting to know Yyou
better.

Yours,

Michael Hardy

& 4. H. COLEY

I

A.J. WALDRAM
REUPHOLSTERY
BY TRADITIONAL
METHODS

T 1 1

O NENDD DO

Plumbing & Heating Repairs,
New Installations, Bathrooms, Showers,

For a full range of services contact:

4, Saxons Rise -

Ratby
Leicestershire LE6 ONF

Telephone: (0533) 394277

Dear Wot! Readers,

200 Club

The Club 1is run by the School
Association to raise money for the
Sgchool. Each School Term there are
eleven draws. The prize for each of
the first ten draws is £10.00 and
the eleventh draw ig for a prize of
£100.00!

A years membership costs £6.00 and
is collected at the beginning of the
Autumn Term.

At the moment there are a few unused

numbers. I1f you would like to
support the School by becoming a
member, or would like further

information, please contact Margaret
Robson on 386398.

This year the Association is raising
money to improve the School

playgrounds with seating and play
equipment.

"THE SERVICE GARAGE.

MAIN STREET , RATBY
M.0.T. TESTS

CARS (PETROL - DIESEL)
AND

MOTORCYCLES

Hours 8.30 - 5.00 Monday to Friday
Saturday by appointment only




Ratby Parish Cmmeil

District Unitary Authorities would
result in fragmentation of services
and considerable expense.

Footpaths R40 and R51 across the A46
Leicester Western Bypass

Local Parish Councils and M.P.'s
David Tredinnick and Andrew Robathan
are disappointed by the news that
the Department of Transport do not
intend to provide footbridges on
these routes. The Minister of
Transport had concluded that the
expenditure could not be justified.
The sketch plan opposite shows
their proposed ‘circular route'.

Andrew Robathan has suggested that
local representatives should visit
the minister. Further details
awaited!

Traffic Calming

The Parish Council has written to
Leicestershire County Council to
support resident's requests for
traffic calming on Tyler Road.

The reply has confirmed earlier
responses to the Parish Council from
Cawrey Ltd. The design of the road
with a T-junction is intended to
slow traffic. Other measures to
reduce speed would be prohibitively
expensive.

The Parish Council has also written
in support of traffic calming
measures outside Brookvale High
School and Groby College, where
accidents have recently occurred.

Car Crime Y W/

Over 50% of reported crime in the
village is related to cars:- theft
of or from cars, and damage to
cars!!

Bridleway
Glenfield

between Ratby and

Representatives from the Parish
Council were joined by Horace Gamble
from the Village Society for a
meeting at County Hall. The meeting
was informative, and several
concerns were addressed. We now
await the results of an Inspector's
Inquiry.

Watch this space!!

Learn to play the
CLASSICAL GUITAR

and the basics for all guitar styles
Class or private tuition.

Call Andrew Dent on

0533 392561 for more information.

Ist ITHR LESSON
OR

IHR MOTORWAY LESSON

(AFTER PASSING WITH MELSWAY DRIVING SCHOO1)

@ BEGINNERS

® REFRESHER LESSONS
® ADVANCED

@® MOTORWAY
ALL AGES WELCOME, AND NERVOUS PUPILS!

Don't Delay Start Today, Learn To Drive The Easy Way,

With MELSWAY. | N

MELSWAY DRIVING SCHOOL

Mel Shipley, 0.0.T., AD.Il. M.LAM.
TEL. LEIC:- 386149 ‘ Lj

*Qffer For Limited Period Only.

PABARI'S
RATBY NEWS

FOR THE LARGEST SELECTION OF:
BEERS, WINES, SPIRITS
AND SOFT DRINKS.

A VAST SELECTICN OF CONFECTIONERY

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINE;’;
DELIVERED DAILY 1Y ot

AN
Mi—

PHOTOCOPYING - REDUCING + ENLARGING
COME IN AND SEE FOR YOURSELVES

OPEN TILL 10.00 pm MONDAY to SATURDAY
& TILL 2.00 pm SUNDAY
7.00 TILL 9.00 PM SUNDAY EVENING

More about Buses

The Parish Council has written to
the County Council to express
concerns of local people about the
irregularity of bus services. We
welcome any evidence, with dates of
difficulties travellers have
encountered.

254 Coalville to Ratby Bus

Did you know that this service, with
timetable changes, will be operated
by Midland Fox from March 267

This means that there is no
alternative company running buses to
Ratby NOowW . Anyone who travels
regularly by bus and makes use of a
Leicester City Bus pass for other
city journeys will have problems.

Why not write to the County Council
and propose a scheme for a bus pass
permitting travel with any company
in the county? Other countries have
managed to do this.

! 0

Ratby Parish Covncil ﬂg

40 aivuﬂ””
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Speed Checks

Police speed traps will be in
operation on Markfield Road and
Sacheverell Way.

Spring Front Gardens

Just a reminder that judging will be
taking place in the week beginning
April 1lth. So get out there with
your spades and trowels!

Local Government Review

Ratby Parish Council has voted to
maintain the status quo. After
careful consideration the Council
felt that the present system should
be most cost effective, provided
there could be a greater degree of
co-operation and consultation at all
levels, Parish, District and County.

There were concerns about the
possible misuse of power if one

unitary authority were created, and
the alternative proposal to set up

SKETCH PLAN OF PROPDSED FOOTPATH DIVEESIONS

— Continyes on

Junction - AT &
a— // //‘//-”// ///'
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v —
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i
‘7 KEY

// { m—_— cﬂsf"nﬂ Foo’fpa'th

P —e—e— proposed RS! diversion

—x— - proposed Ko diverrion.

—eo—se- proposed diversion
for circular 240/?4/
routeS

u.(/n c"ﬁor;



<‘/ Chu drer\S

T

‘Doctor Doctor,

pack of cords)

‘Well Shuffle
5ou.r6€’.l{-‘

w%c«ve hatched )

Feel Uke a

We need.

3

£hen.

Put your
prc,blfé’é:j and
Jokes For the

childrend page in
the wot box in the

A1l beauty treatments available on
a home visiting service.

10% off any treatment with this advert

For any enquiries or to make an
appointment, please call Tina on Leics.
387565 (24 hrs).

I.A., I.T.E.C, and C.I.D.E.S.C.0, qualitied.
Member of "British Assoc. of Beauty Therapy and
Cosmetology".

JULIE’S

HAIRDRESSING

MAIN STREET, RATBY

Traditional & Modern
Styling

Telephone: 392406

70's Disco

Although the attendance was low at

this function, a thoroughly
enjoyable time was had by all.

Prizes were awarded tor "best
outfit". Lesley Chevin won the "best
female outfit" - 'peace man!'. Andy
Jewitt won the "best male outfit".
What wonderful collar points!. A

prize was also given to Michelle
Shipley's daughter, Samantha, in her
pseudo 70's costume.

Even the disc jockey entered into
the spirit of things, dressed in
patchwork shirt, blue velvet jacket,
24" wide cream flares and platform
shoes with 6" heels and 4"
platforms.

Diane Spencer looked very fetching
in a halter-neck mini dress and gold
lurex tights!

The event raised £40 which will be
used for the Church Rooms
Refurbishment - artex, paint and
wallpaper for the kitchen.

vour pickured!)
Jour |

lack an
L;br‘aqg. DA% Dlease!

PORTERS

Discount Carpets

FREE FITTING ON ALL CARPETS

(EXC. REMNANTS)

SHOP AT HOME SERVICE

1000's SAMPLES TO CHOOSE FROM
121-123 STATION ROAD, RATBY
Tel. 393238




We've heard that there will be
Summer Activities for children in
the Library once more!

There are plans for a collection of
new children's books in the Autumn.

More news in the June issue of Wot!

B Appliance Servicing and Installation
M Breakdown and Repair Services

M Plumbing and Heating Installation
M Kitchen & Bathroom Design and Installation
M Quality Guaranteed by Experienced Engineers

BOILER SERVICED
6 SAXONS RISE, RATBY, LEICS. LE6 ONF

" sunshine.

B Tel: (0533) 393662

i}ms & HERS*
K%;Q LADIES &¥*
ENTS HAIR DRESSING

OAPs welcome any day at
reduced rates

STYLING BLOW DRYiNG
COLOURING SETTING
TRIMMING PERMING

Tuesday to Saturday
Appointments not always
necessary

156 Station Road, Ratby

- an A A o PN

iz } Air Pollutio

Millions of tons of harmful gases
and particles are released into the
air each vyear, and some of it
reaches our lungs. One in every five

people 1is particularly at risk:-
very young children, the elderly,
people suffering from asthma,

bronchitis and emphysema, and those

with heart disease.

What causes the pollution?

Smoke particles from traffic and
coal-burning power stations carry
cancer - causing chemicals.

Nitrogen dioxide 1is puoduéed when

fuel is burnt in cars and power
stations. It irritates the lining of
our lungs. Diesel vehicles produce
more smoke.

.caused when traffic
combine in bright
Ozone stings eyes, nose
and throat, and can cause headaches.
It irritates the 1lungs and causes
chest pain and coughing.

Ozone is
pollutants

Carbon monoxide is a poisonous gas
from exhaust fumes. It affects the
ability of blood to carry oxygen in
the body, a risk for those with
heart disease. It may also retards
the growth and development of unborn
children. Cigarette smoke 1is a
source of carbon monoxide.

Lead from petrol accounts for 80% of
levels in the air. It threatens the
development of children.

Acid air occurs when Sulphur Dioxide
and Nitrogen Dioxide are changed
into acids. It can be breathed into
the 1lungs, causing coughing §nd
wheezing. ’
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What can we do about it?..éi::::;é

* Leave your car at home whenever
possible! Use unleaded petrol
for those essential journeys,
and fit a catalytic converter.

* Use public transport when you
can. Another good reason to
fight for better bus services.

* Buy a bike or walk tgqge shor
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RATBY METHODIST CHURCH

HAVE CASE - WILL TRAVEL
OR
SHADES OF JACKY SHARP

ou will now be aware of ambitious and expensive plans to make our premises
more versatile, economical and most importantly, more accessible at ground level to
Methodists and community alike.

We shall have many fund-raising ideas seeking a response but offer the above as
one which may appeal, in particular, to friends in the community who might wish
us well but for a hundred reasons may find difficulty in supporting other projects.

Older Ratby residents will remember our own Jacky Sharp's doorstep vending style
of the late 30's. We offer a similar suitcase full of things you can't possibly live
without, or at least can never find when you want 'em, at your doorstep, but only at
your own request.

Tin openers and tates peelers, matches or mousetraps, candles, cling film, dusters,
dishcloths, drinking straws, pegs, pins or postcards, paint brush or pencil, soap,
sponge or shoe polish, hooks and hankies, tiny screwdrivers, laggy bands, throw
away razors etc etc etc.

Prices range from 7 to 80 pence.

Doorstep calls will be made on invitation only
so if we can interest you, do please send a message of ring
Den Green 386437

or

Pumpkin and Marrow Contest

Is there anyone out there, man, woman or child, who would dare to enter this
competition? If so, would you care to donate a pound coin, in exchange for a good
sturdy plant to have and to hold, in sickness and in health, till September, when we
can organise a get-together and prize for the largest and smallest of each. Go on,

have a bit of fun, think of the glory! Just shout or ring as above.
Thanks for listening _
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Spring Fayre

The 'Spring Fayre' was held on
Saturday 12th March in the Church
Rooms.

Reverend Hardy and his wife attended
the fayre.

All proceeds are to go to the annual
Sunday School trip.

Musical Evening

Oh Wednesday 23rd March, Brookvale
High School held a 'Musical
Evening'.

The hall was packed for a variety of
performances, including some
excellent solos.

Free refreshments were served in the
interval,.
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‘North to Alaska

Andrew Clarke of Danehill has been
selected from 200 nation-wide
applicants to take part in an annual
expedition.

This year the group will follow the
Gold Rush trail of 1849 from Los
Angeles to Alaska, travelling in a
variety of ways, flying, busing and
walking between camp sites, with
help from the Army. The journey will
last 27 days, from 5th July to
August 2nd. In August there are just
20 minutes of darkness in Alaska -
so let's hope they won't be too
tired!

The expedition is being organised by
the 'Jolt' (Journey of a Lifetime
Trust). The charity was set up to
give disabled oOr disadvantaged
youngsters a challenging adventure.
The Trust's patron is the well known
explored Sir Ranulph Fiennes.
Previous expeditions have included
journeys through the Australian
Outback, South America and along the
Silk Road to Islamabad.

Andrew's school and Ratby Scout
Group sent CV's 1listing Andrew's
achievements. 60 students from the
original 200 were interviewed at
Harrow School. On the day of the
interview, Andrew, and his father
Paul Clarke were amazed at the sight
of top-hatted Harrow School boys
walking 4 deep for a mile from the
School!

A panel of 6 people from all walks
of life, including a T.V. celebrity
interviewed the students. Andrew was
one of the final 23 chosen for the
adventure.

He has to raise £500 in sponsorship
for the trip, and has already made a
good start.
Contributions welcome
people!

from Ratby

Congratulations to Andrew and best

-wishes for the trip!

We 1look forward to printing an
account of his adventure in a future
issue!

East to Siret

Sarah Mellor, of 13 Nicholas Drive is
heading for Rumania with two fellow
university students this summer. They plan
to spend their holiday working in the
Children's Home featured in Anneka Rice's
T.V. Challenge.

Sarah is nearing the end of her second year
of a BSc Nursing Course in Birmingham, and
has just four weeks holiday for the trip.
She will 1live with a Romanian family,
experiencing their food shortages and daily
ration of 2 hours water supply! The
orphanage is close to the Ukrainian border,
80 miles from Chernobyl and is home to 500
children and young people between the ages
of 3 and 26. Some of the young people, who
are physically or mentally handicapped live
in, others are brought in daily for
education and physiotherapy.

Sarah will be working on the 4th floor of
the building, and will need to be
physically fit for the regular trips down
to the playrooms on the ground floor.

Her caring skills will be invaluable in
this work with children who previous .lack
of stimulation has impaired their
development. Most os us will remember the
film footage from the television programme
showing children rocking or lying in bare
cots.

Sarah needs to raise £250-£300 for the
journey to Rumania. Her mum, Lyn, has
embarked on an eight weeks sponsored slim
to help her, and is also planning a Barn
Dance. So we can all help Sarah to help
these Romanian children too! Sponsors and
dances needed!

Sarah's visit is being organised by the
Christian Charity "Jacob's Well", which
works with Romanian Challenge to run the
home. The charity has a motto taken from
John 4, verse 14:-

"Whoever drinks the water that I give him
will never be thirsty again. The water that
I will give him will become in him a spring
which will provide him with life-giving
water and give him eternal life".

Appliance

Gas Appli |
Sponsored by  Services-Leicester Wonmosmmees
Y1




And washes in the dew from the
hawthorn tree

Will ever after handsome be".

In some areas May lst was known as
Garland Day. Garlands were made from
spring flowers tied to a stick with
ribbons hanging down. Some had dolls
tied into them.

\§.P p
/"The first of May is
Garland Day So please '
a’_remember the Garland.
> We don't come here
but once a year. ;%\ &

?ﬁ%jg So please remember 'ZE
i} S garland day." 50/ ;
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May Day was a time for Maypole
dancing. The May Queen was crowned,

and in some places "Jack in the
Green", represented Summer.

>
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We have already written about May
29th, Oak Apple Day. In Aston on
Clun in Shropshire this day was also
known as Arbor Tree Day. A tree in
the centre of the village was
decorated with flag which stayed in
place for the whole year. Tradition
says that the Lord of the Manor got
married on May 29th, and the
villagers decorated the tree to
celebrate. The bride gave the
villagers money to continue the
tradition.

Spring was traditionally the time
for well-dressing in Derbyshire.

Villagers press wet clay onto the
specially shaped boards, which have
usually been soaked thoroughly in
the village pond! Then flower

e T o~ ~1AAr ~ANO o cnoeda and

you have never seen a well-dressing,
why not go and see this year?

Several villages dress their wells
in May - Tissington, Ashford in the
Water, and Wirksworth, for example.
Others dress their wells in June,
Youlgreave, Rowsley and Bakewell.

Well dressing is now a popular
tourist attraction. Leaflets with
dates of dressings and
demonstrations can Dbe found in
Leicester Information Centres and
libraries.
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Faster Activities

Easter activities were organised for
the village children at the Church

Rooms.

The theme this year was the gospel
story, told by the woodland folk of
Captain Beaky and his band.

pring Custens .

April the First is of course 'April
Fools Day'. Don't forget that you
must play your tricks before midday
- after that the joke is on you!

"April Fool's past and gone,
You're the fool and I am none."

In France it is called "un poisson
d'Avril", and in Scotland a 'gowk'
(cuckoo).

The origin of the tradition is
unclear.

On April 6th there used to be candle
auctions. A candle was 1lit, and a
pin stuck in about 2% cm from the
top. People would start bidding for
a piece of Church land to be let to
poor people for the year. Whoever
was bidding when the pin dropped
became the owner of the land. A fund
raising idea here?

There are many traditions associated
with Easter. Good Friday is the day
to eat Hot Cross buns. Buns baked on
Good Friday were thought to last a
year before going mouldy. Some
people believed that hardened old
hot cross buns could protect a house
from fire! We don't recommend it!
Sailors were supposedly saved from
shipwreck by taking one to sea!

Good Friday was traditionally a good
day to plant potatoes, because the
Devil was supposed to have no power
over the Earth on that day.

Eggs are associated with Easter for
two main reasons.

On Shrove Tuesday, all eggs were
used up for pancake making before
Lent, when no eggs would be eaten.

N . _ . _ . a R R S i o [, I ey

Decorating Eggs

You can colour eggs in a variety of
different ways. Try adding food
colours to the water they are boiled
in.

Or cover your egg with onion skins
fastened with string or elastic
bands in a criss-cross pattern. Then
boil them. This produces a marbled
pattern in natural brown shades.

May Day

First. thing in the morning young
girls used to rush out into the
garden to wash their faces in May
dew. It was supposed to have magic
properties: -

"A maid who on the first day of May
Goes to the fields at break of day

.VISITING CHIROPODIST

. Peter S Comley MSSCh. MBChA

QUALIF'ED CHIROPODIST
Offers a Convenient and Professional
Home Treatment Service




SCRIPTS FROM THE CEMETERY N
Just a sample from a very small collection. /

Has anyone anymore?

TEN NOT OUT!

Newby Bridge Ratby Sports Club celebrated the
Here Li : tenth anniversary of the clgg
ere Lies i . .
o ' 1E RATBY CO-OPKR / o I building on February 11lth. Over 1
Joln James Cook of Newby v’ THE RATBY (.O‘-E)I[ }:JR[]\T‘]\L-I?AND[ are proud to members and guests enjoyed an
present an Internationa evening of music from local band
Who was a faithful servant to his master, and right, downright " "
honest man. i ’ S ’ ¢ MUSIK FEST Brandy °
. Chairman of the
= = ON SATURDAY 14TH & SUNDAY 15TH MAY 1994 Jonn Coulton, o el
Woolwich at the Groby College from 7.30pm special cake decorated with the
~‘ . . . club's crow logo was cut and shared
Sacred to the Memory of Saturday evening will feature the Ratby Junior Band. out. Local artist Mr Borthwick had
P Starhght,l)f\e(;z}:)lélrlng(;l)lfizi)rz;vrlf(;zni?ln1l)st0n & painted the water colour_' . OE Eﬁe
_ — 5 B e e g e , Sports Ground and donated i o e
Who was killed by the accidental discharge of a pistol by his orderly. THE SEMPRE %{}{I'E)Sl&?i\loli(i;\\gg()RI)I()N BAND rgffle which raised £125 for club
JdthaApri 1851 with music for dancing, bar and refreshments el
Well done thou good and faithful servant, i currently being raised to
Sunday evening will feature the Ratby Senior Band, Mobey 18 .
] ’ Croft Silver Band, Hathern Band, ComplEte the gxten81ve de‘tilelopri[f‘egg
; Groby College Groups which began in 1986. .Ot 1erd du a
Bolsover, Derbyshire THE SEMPRE CRESCENDO ACCORDION BAND raising events have include a
FROM HOLLAND sponsored duck race, dances an
Here Lies . . ; rummage sales.
Groby College Jazz Bank, bar and refreshments.
In horizontal position, the outside case of . football
F Tickets available { Wil Pl - It is hoped that the new fo .
Tt Ll ;I Fickets available from Phil Plant on 386510 pitches will be ready for play in
]
Clock and Watchmaker s 1995.
Who departed this life, wound up in hope of being taken in hand by his g |
maker, and being thoroughly cleaned and repaired and set a-going in the i\ k
world to come. i\ ——
15th August 1836 )
Answers to Wiich is the right one?
LYAM & C
ﬁ NOPAL - @ ‘%
LIPP - AP
& ELEOT - A
PURROCK - B <8?)
%’ SOUBRETTE - B
% KILDERKIN - B f
DOTTARD - C #
% DRAC”/Y’PE ] g DEADLINE FOR LETTERS ARTICLES AND
I j = ADVERTS FOR THE APRIL EDITION OF
BOKELET - B & WOT! IS THURSDAY 12TH MAY
i AJURU ; ’; ADVERTS 395179
FUNDI ‘ . C ﬁ ARTICLES 394873 OR 395179
78 HEDDILES - p EDITOR 393367
IRONSIDE i a % LETTERS ETC TO THE LIBRARY OR
6&) s . 35 DANEHILL OR 3 INGLE DRIVE
ERNE - B (53
GENET = A . .
q& MERIONES - c ﬁs The views expressed are the views of individual i - . .
NUILLIPORE - g contributors and .do not necessarily reflect the Founder Members ]?O you know or did you know anyone
% OMBRL;ROUS - e q% views of the publishers. in the photograph.
PALPE - S
a% QUERPO - A ﬁ) The inclusion of an advertiser in this newspaper Meeting of Ratby Sports Clith memha e .




