
TELEVISION •VIDEO •AUDIO •ELECTRICAL
27 station Road, Ratby, Leicestershire LE6 OJQ •

Tel; Leicester (0533) 394544

1991

STOCK 6R6NCE
NICAM PRICE BEATERS ONE ONLY

HITACHI C21"-P819 FASTEXT DIGITAL
1^1*1*31 21 "-2155 FASTEXT DIGITAL
PHILIPS 28"-5770 FASTEXT DIGITAL
PHILIPS 28"-9772 FASTEXT DIGITAL
MITSI 28"CT2965 FASTEXT DIGITAL

WAS NOW SAVE
549.99 479.99 £70
519.99 459.99 £60
619.99 549.99 £70
749.99 649.99 £100
619.99 549.99 £70

SMALL AUDIO PRICE BEATERS

HITACHI 3D30E SUPER/WOOFER
HITACHI 3D80E SUPER/WOOFER
HITACHI MSWS60 AUTO REV 80W
HITACHI TRK CW3E CYLINDER
HITACHI TRK 540E TWIN CAS RADIO

WAS NOW SAVE

99.99 69.99 £30
149.99 119.99 £30
149.99 129.99 £20

79.99 59.99 £20

99.99 79.99 £20

79.99

99.99

SOUND SYSTEM BARGAIN OF THE MONTH

WAS NOW SAVE

HITACHI OPUS 2 719.99 579.99 £140

*Radical design
*20 random presets
*Programmable CD Player
*High speed dybbiog

*Full remote

•^Digital tyrier
*50W per channel
*Twin cassettte

The views expressed are the views of the individual contributors and do not

necessarily reflect the views of tiie publishers.

CD
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Geotn.! &crti>ry S. A. AN3TEE,
THE PREMIERLAND OF LEICESTFP.

Affilial.d Brrlnl Doiinj B<jard of Control.

Great Tournament

Friday, Next May 15th. at 8-0.
A Great 10 Round Middlc-weifiht Contest.

PAT O'CONNOR
(LEICESTKfi)

R-cord include., Gtorjc Je.o,.. K O.7 Rrif. FredJules. Den MerSin
and recenlly Drew wilS J„o Ro.lron (Heywcod) OTor 153 mia. Rdt.
etc etc. V.

Johnnie Seamarks
(BEDFORD)

Hak De.'eiilcfl Sonny Dckc (BBlteriea) Iwlce. Billy Arliir (Belhnil
Green), Bill Duon, Bill Barry (Lon-Joo). etc- etc.

Extra 6 Round Contest.

Slasher Hircns v Joe Gutteridge
(RATQY) (I.FICE.STER)

KUnE TO BE A FIQHT.

Special 6 Round Contest.

Kid Allen v Fred Ingham
(ANSTEY) (HELGRAVE)

Grand 8 Round Contest.

TEDDY BEDDER
(AYLESTONE)

JIM KNIGHT
• . (LFJCF.STER)

RECORDS or THESE BOV8 AUB WELL-KMCWK.

R.fcrc. : Mr. Arthur Mntu c H.O.B-of C.
• .; M.C. Mr. ]ark Tnnacy

Boiuud CommiUoa; H. Lonil.rd A. Nnrlh, W .Woodford. F. Waneo
: iV. N-.;!,.

Srcrclary Bir'vij S'l'tr C-»P.-iiM-.t : A. North.

^ . Srcoods. flrrold f-r, ' ' r.-r siid Ci o, "VPhitworth
Tiutckrervot: .Mr. Frrd Curti. ,M-nihcr. a.J Afnl slrd rrooibora mily

t r U c-I n .su i it j.11.
; Adtnission : 6d. at'.d 1,2 (Rinjr.-tldc sr.it.s).

I'lcl ui'.ir^r Tax.
, • A'l piihtf trnTr F ' r;u-t. Mu riif.l. Nc Put.

' t • ' Itcc L'rt i' itu cI". S .t T.iid.

O ' •• • . T"- niLIa, PnzUr. '«!. L\r- t. I I'tor?.., ^,3f,

BOXING IN RATBY

Apparently, boxing matches used to be
held in the old dance hall in Ratby.

'Slasher Hirons' whose name appears in
this handbill was a well known local
hero. Anyone remember him? Write in and
tell us if you have any boxing stories,
or phone our hotline on 395179 or 394873.

RATBY PARISH COUNCIL

SPRING GARDEN CGMPETITinN

; First Prize - Mr and Mrs Green

; 76 Markfield Road

1 2nd Prize - Mr Sharman

. 49 Church Lane
i

i 3rd Prize - Mrs Lilian Clarke
I 8 Gillbank Drive

The Judge, Noreen Jardine, has also commended

I 13 South Walk
4 East Walk

12 Ingle Drive

I

•| 15 gardens were nominated.

: We hope to bring you photographs of the
f prize presentation in the next issue.

'• Watch out for details of the Summer Garden
j competition in the June issue - and get

busy in your garden now.

SAVE WESTERN PARK
CAMPAIGN
SEE PAGE 22

http://www.kvisoft.com/pdf-merger/


6SAXONS RISE, RATET, lEICS. I£6 ON?
• Tel: (0533) 393662

IBreakdown and Repair Services
IPlumbing and Heating Installation ^
IKitchen &Bathroom Design and Installation
IQuality Guaranteed by Experienced Engineers

YOUR DOMESTIC GAS>^

BOILER SERVICED i

H O
INSURANCE

A
A

ARE YOU

PAYING

TOO MUCH?

COMPARE WHAT YOU PAY FOR CONTENTS

INSURANCE WITH THIS EXAMPLE AND

SEE THE DIFFERENCE !!!

ijl^SoO^STANBARS'cSvER
^ £5.20 p/m

(FURTHW 10!i OFF FOR OVER 55'S)
AND ALL THIS «TH LEADM HSTREET insurance COMPANIES

PLUS - MOTOR INSURANCE
PLUS - TRADESMANS LIABILITY

HORSE INSURANCEPLUS

PLUS - BUPA
PLUS - COMMERCIAL INSURANCES
LTC, ETC, ETC, ETC, ETC,

FAX SERVICE AVAILABLEALSO

34 MAIN STRLLT
RttTRY

O YOU OWN A PET?

Would you like a reliable
responsible person to feed your
In your home, while you are away^

For further details please
telephone JOHN CLARK
on Leicester 395397

ICE GLAZE ON PRAWNS

Leicestershire County Council Trading
Standards Department have dravm
attention to the amount of ice glaze
used in preserving cooked and peeled
prawns.

Over 4 years ago the Government promised
action which would enable consumers to
make easier comparisons between products
by requiring the actual weight of prawns
prior to ice glazing to be declared.
This has not happened and recently the
Department sampled, cooked and peeled
prawns labelled "11b including ice

''T"ice Sfze'r ""snaf™
amounts from 29 to 44^
found, in cash „ Is
£,.,2p "orth of ice 9 •
nnncsidered that 15-s or iT-esSfiSnt to protect the prawns.
Some manufacturers, but ondeclare the amo^t of is not
packets examined the s ^
^ery prominent

GET RICH QUICK
-<#vvV5ir^^

MOT we

In the Christmas Quick
reported upon ^
Schemes, it ^ schemes
national °yuc
was recently convictea
Leicester Crown Court.

The operator, costs, fotordered to Lige statements
knowingly ^nd potentialabout the ^nature and^^
Sn^eiSpe addressing scheme.
Anirhindv that

has had
bad

A Year "/n l^fe
of 6 Finst

Srowrtie

In August 1991, 15 Brownies and 4 leaders
went off for 4 days Pack holiday at Oaks
in Charnwood. This year our theme was
Beatrix Potter stories. We had lovely
weather, and a fantastic 4 days - making
teasle hedgehogs, pom-pom hedgehogs, fondant
bunnies and mice, and quilling cards to
send home. We went into Nottingham one
day to visit the Lace Hall and then went
ice skating, before having tea at McDonalds.
Special thanks must go to Mrs Lorraine
McBean who was our cook, helped by Mrs
Diane Porter, and Mrs Carol Wiloox who
helped Brown Owl with the activities.

In October we held a 'Pack Holiday Evening'
when we watched the video that had been
made - enrolled Tawny (Mrs Lyn Evans) and
made £15 towards next year's pack holiday.
Mrs Barbour (Division Commissioner) came
along, and was pleased to present Brown
Owl (Mrs Marylyn Smith) with her pack
holiday licence so now she can
take us again!!

Between September and Christmas, we went
swimming, made various crafts, had a fun
day at Brownie Revels, and wrote to a
Brownie pack in Canada, as we have a
Canadian Brownie with our pack for a year
We also took part in the Annual Division
Christmas concert and had a party/disco
with the Swifts cub pack.

Since Christmas we've had an origami night,
ice biscuits, made Valentine cards, dancing
brownie dolls, sewed drawstring bags, made
Mother s Day gifts, cooked pancakes and
had a super evening country dancing with
Mrs Lynne Heller.

After the Easter holidays we are going
to start preparing for this year's pack
holiday which will be from August 8th -

12th.

Since September we have enrolled 5 new
Brownies into our pack and sent 3 up to
Guides. Sadly, Mrs Carole Wilcox left
us after helping out for 4 vesr-.c, _ i-v,..,,.

TO THE PARENTS AND BROHNIES OF THE 2ND

RATBY BROWNIE PACK

Dear All

Tawny and myself have been Brownie leaders
now for the past four years and must say
hat we have both enjoyed it very much,

due to other commitments we both feel
that the time has come for us to move over

^ to run thedna Ratby Brownie Pack.

So it IS with regret that we inform both
parents and Brownies that we shall finish
as leaders on the 30th June 1992.

To enable the 2nd Ratby Brownid Pack tO
continue after the 1992 school suKr hoU-
days we are looking for volunteers to step
into our shoes. If you feel that you would
like to take on the role, please contact
either Tawny or myself.

You are of course welcome to come along
to the Chapel rooms for any Tuesday meeting
if you wish to find out what being a Brownie
Leader entails.



3^titbp tillage ^otietp
APRIL HAY JUNE EVENTS
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.nH M.V meeting in the Welfare Hall, Main St, Ratby at 8.0 pm. All welcome to attend. ^April and May meetings in the Welfare Hall, Mam 5t, rsmoy mo..p.... y-

SUPPORT FOR TIMESHARE BILL

The Timeshare Bill received its
^e^nd reading on 7th l^ebruary,
1992 and has the support of
the government and the opposi i •
The Bill would » auttority

a minimum of 14 aayb
period.

Ouring the past twelve «nths^over'̂ n:?c:Sershire County^Councrl
Trading Standards and high

^felfure AAreLanship.

CARRY ON RAY

WOT would like to congratulate Ray
rander of the Scouts on recexvrng the
scout Long Service Ribbon Ray
revealing the time span involved.

+-e have an excellent andenSSet c aLi^ra^t Lader in Hay whose
Srerful enthusiasn, and leadership rs
revelation to us all-

.Aoi- uidelv known inP-duiion and
?fr£oraan=e in the Gang Show.

«HD,OAt CBNTRE

„ .rw.,

Telephone Leicester (0533) 898111
U r Mpad M C. D. WooLford

n u F May R. M-
DPS. R. K. Adkinson, D. W. F.

«i«ae:ed to announce tnat tnoy
Dr. Adkinson Patients from

RATBY

I— 11

1 11 Maternity* tamity.^-

Parentcraft

pv * Cryotherapy (Warts)Minor Surgery * tiy

1>RAMA
\H "RATBy

Spotlight Drama Club

Michelle Shipley of Cufflin Close in Ratby
has set up this exciting venture in the
Church Rooms. Michelle has lots of personal
experience and skills to share in a whole

range of theatrical techniques - Mime,
improvisation, sonnet and verse speaking
and role play. She is planning to put on
full scale productions, with opportunities
for making props and scenery, and there
will be visits to professional theatres
and involvement in local Drama Festivals.
There is something for everyone, whatever
your age!

The Club meets on Wednesday evenings

6-10 years 5.30 - 7.00 p.m.
11 - 17 years 7.30 - 9.00 p.m.

Adult classes are also available

There is a £5.00 annual subscription to
cover costs of materials, reduced to £2.50
or second and subsequent members of the

family, and £1.75 for each session.

VGrsatil^ MichGllp nan ^ Tr,
lessons . ^^n also give privatelessons m singing, elocution and voice
production! vuice

If you are interested, come along on the

Churf?^ the Church Rooms onChurch Lane, or phone Michelle on 386301.

Michelle also runs a School of Singing
whose pupils recjntly entered five of the
vocal sections in the Hinckley Competitive
Festival of Music and gamed places in four
of them.

ALL HOURS CHEM - DRY
RESIDENTIALAND COMMERCIAL

CARPET CLEANING
• MOST CARPETS DRYIN 60 MI MITES

• NO STE.AM OR SHAMPOO
• removes stubborn stains

• NO STICKY RESIDUE
• economical

T-l.
fn-^ 1V.i 1 1f (rS3r'I

M

Hinckley Competitive Festival of Music

1. Girls vocal solo under 12 years
- Samantha Rowlatt - 2nd place

2. Girls vocal solo under 15 years
- Katherine Manley - 1st place
- winning the Barbara MacEwan Cup

3. Vocal solo open oratorio

- Russell Smith 3rd place

4. Songs from the shows open all voices
- 1st place Russell Smith

(winning the Stan Faulks Memorial
Cup)

2nd place joint - Maria Moreton
Katherine Manley

- 3rd place - Samantha Rowlatt

The songs from the shows was the largest

itorr°ThL ° 23 coS:t-.
anh l^olenel

A.G. Curtains
3, MILLERS CLOSE, GLENFIELD

Quality Made To Measure
Curtains and Co-ordinates

WIDE RANGE OF FABRICS TO CHOOSE
FROM IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

FREE Quotations
(without obligation)

ALSO AVAILABLE

FABRiC, LINING and
nets by the yard

® Leicester 873766
r\ A w .*-v



HIS & HERS

LADIES & V

gents hair dressing

OAPs welcome any day at
reduced rates

Sadly, in the mid 80's Premier Drum
was called into receivership,
managers bought the company
traded under the name of Pre_.::.er
Percussion. Five years ago this
company stopped production of
school instruments. Mr. Johnson
and five other workers were
approached by E.J. Arnold of Leeds,
the Educational Suppliers, and
encouraged the to set up their own
company PERCUSSION PLUS, which
could continue to produce the
school instruments. Arnolds was,
incidentally, a subsidiary o
Robert Maxwells' company.

Within six months, PERCUSSION PLUS
v.^ere in production, designing and
mc^ufacturing school instruments
and 2 years later they moved to
larger premises at Mill Lane,
Market Harborough.

Then came another change. Maxwell
put E.J. Arnolds up for sale^
Tnrkilv Mr. Johnson and fellowempLyl4s withdrew their pensions
from the company fund,
transferred them elsewhere

E.J. Arnold merged with another
supplier, The Nottingham Gtoap.
PERCUSSION PLUS was valued at 2 i/^
million pounds at that time. it
had cost 48,000 Maxwell pounds to
get started! The firm is still
involved in research
development and hopes to expand.

one of the original six "Mkers who
set up PERCUSSION PLUS was Charles
Johnson's son Karl who hopes tO
continue where his father leaves
off on retirement!

j uf Trill Mr Johnson himself
? "S "

things he'll be growing ••
(drumhead variety) and ^ggtroot

rriZS* 1

0 (1 vo

DRUMMING UP CUSTOM

whenever you get talking to someone
in Ratby, you discover that they
have a story to tell. You may
recall in a previous issue of WOT a
report that Stamford Street Stores
was under new management. We have
been back for an exclusive
interview to discover the 'other
life' of two members of the family
!!! Mr. Charles Johnson, and his
son Karl, are both working for a
company that makes percussion
instruments.

Charles began working originally
for the world famous Premier Drum

Company based in Wigston (founded
in 1921). There were no
appropriate college courses, so he
was self-taught and trained on the
job. He was involved in making a
wide range of instruments,
xylophone, manimba. Chime bells and
Vibrophones, as Master Tuner.

His son says "I would class him as
one of the best percussion people
in Europe". Indeed, well known
companies such as Selmer of Paris
and Degain of America have tried to
persuade him to work for them.

In 1959 he was foreman at Premier,
in charge of production of all
percussion and involved in
manufacture of Timpani for
orchestras. The company won the
Queens' Award for Exports in 1966.

In 1972 the company began to
produce percussion instruments for
schools, and were successful with
their wide-range. Mr. Johnson was
particularly enthusiastic about
this project, believing that
children need to start young.

During his time at Premier he came
into contact with many top
percussionists ... among them Eric
Delaney, the Three Degrees, and
Jimmy 'Professor' Blades, a leading
authority on percussion. Keith
Moon, who was the drummer with "The
Who" always sought him out when he
visited Premier Drum

In 1977 Charles and Mrs. Johnson
travelled by Rolls Royce to Quorn
House a garden party as
representatives of the company, and
were presented to H.R.H. The Duke
of Endinburgh.

f-

IMJUIIWAY INN
TELEPHONE

392493

HI#
\> i



BROOKVALE HIGH SCHOOL

A series of Spring events have been planned
by Brookvale High School.
Hiawatha

Drama club students will be performing
'Hiawatha' in the Drama studio at Groby Comm
unity College on Friday April 3rd at 7.30 p.m,
and Saturday April ^th, 3 p.m.
Concert

Recorder players will be taking part in a
concert at 7.30 p.m. on April 7 th in Groby
Community College.

COMPUTERS

Do you shop at Tesco? The store has launched
a voucher scheme to help schools provide
computer systems. Between 6th April and 17th
May 1992, Tesco will give out vouchers for
every £25 you spend at the store!
Brookvale School is hoping to collect 3500
vouchers which would provide a free BBC A3000
mb Colour system. So, if you shop at Tescos,
please give your vouchers to the school, either
directly or through a student and help this
worthwhile cause.

Tel: Leicester 391360 or 367337

iFyouooNT
reu-^-
CAN T

seu^ !'

/4PVE(e77af /A/ KOT"'

R.M. Deeping
Oiinlity Drick^vork/ General

Tel: Leicester 394360 or 367337

R. M. Deeping
Quality Brickwork /

^ Tel: Leicester 394360 or 367337
JnduM

di R. M. Deeping
All aspects of El Tel: Leicester 394360 or 367337

R. M. DeepingMus,riai D<m ueepiHg
Extensions 'Am *

Garages • GarM Quality Brickwork / General Builders
Newbuild /Relk -^4// aspects ofBrickwork and Blockwork undertaken

2 GILLBANK DRIVE

RATBY

Industrial • Domestic

Extensions • Alterations

A small selection of special Cub activities in 1991. Cubs is fun. There are two packs
in Ratby. Both on Thursday nights 6.30 - 8.00 p.m.
Swifts - Trevor Sleath. Church Rooms 395606 Swallows - Brian Cross. Chapel Rooms 386506

For more information, please contact one of the above.
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'for h^rxk/Aprij
CELANDINE

Did anyone find a Coltsfoot in flower before
I did - 1st March?

Whilst walking my dog, on some lovely spring
days, I have noticed lots of Lesser
Celandine. These deep yellow shiney star
like flowers, which revel in the sunshine,
grow in many different habitats. Under
hedges, in open fields, on rough ground
and of course in the most manicured lawn.
It is not really surprising then that this
plant has more than one method of re
producing. The short perennial root-stock
has numerous finger-like tubers that easily
detach themselves when the plant is either
kicked by grazing animals, or being "weeded
out" of the lawn by gardeners. Each tiny
tuber is a potential new plant.

As a secondary method of reproduction small
bulbils form in the axils of the leaves
- this happens more often with plants that
grow in very shady and safe places (under
the hedgerows).

The very shiney petals are another adaptation
for survival, they attract insects so that
pollination can take place.

Gadier CeM'n^e _
C Ch^lidcn/iAin

Les6er Celandine
Ficsria)

The Lesser Celandine is very determined
to survive whatever conditions it grows
under.

All through the last paragraphs I have
used this flower's full name of Lesser
Celandine. There is also a greater Celandine
which flowers much later in the year.

The greater celandine belongs to the Poppy
family (papaveraceae). The Lesser Celandine
belongs to the Buttercup family
(Ranunculaceae).

Roth these plants are mentioned in old
Herbals. Another name for
is Pile Wort. The juice from th
of the Greater Celandine was used to cu ^
warts. I personally ^ then
with the juice and the wart went, but
warts tend to be like that anyway.

Next time I write to you I will talk about
the Buttercup family. Lots can be said
about one of the largest families of plan .

GSLS 6Saxons Rise. Ratby, Leicester LE60NF
Sponsored by Services-L^cester Tei ottice (0533)393662
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main street , RATBY

Bus to Beaumont Leys

to Beaumont Leys every Thursday morning^

EnLrbr'''"''F Coaches of
Couno?F subsidised by The CountyCouncil as part of their "Social Bus Scheme"

^ friendly service, with lots ofspace for all your shopping.

Bulls Headat 9.46 every Thursday to pick you up,
and the return trip leaves Beaumont Leys
shopping centre at 12.10, arriving in RatJy

12.24. All for just 90p return!

Ratby Primary Snhnoi
A,[0R motor cars

and motor cycles
m.o.t. tests

BY APPOINTMENT

OPEN 8.30 - 5.00 P M
MONDAY TO ERIDAY

SATURDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

The Annual Meeting of the Governing Body
L bat", ,n ™ Slyth at 7.30 p.m. m The School Hall.

f
IXf
m

m

i

PHONE 394966

PABARI'S
RATBY NEWS

for the largest selection OF:
BEERS, WINES, SPIRITS

AND SOFT DRINKS.

A VAST SELECTION OF CONFECTIONERY

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES
DELIVERED DAILY jf

ALL THE LATEST VIDEO TITLES NOW IN

PHOTOCOPYING - REDUCING * ENLARGING

COME IN AND SEE FOR YOURSELVES

OPEN TILL 10.00 pm MONDAY to SATURDAY
& TILL 2.00 Dm SUNDAY

lUowLI^ht "P children's workOf tb/NatxonaT CuP4La!„:.°

trifHeadmaster will give a^ ^ on Teaching Styles and the National
curriculum, and The Organisation of Classes.

Parents of children will all receive an
individual report and invitation to Ittend
Don't miss it - it will be an interesting
3nd informativt) ^vtjning.

JULIE'S
hairdressing

MAIN STREET, RATBY

Traditional & Modern
Styling

Ij

MINISTERS AND SCOUTS
LAUNCH PROMISE YEAR

One of the largest UK fund-raising
drives of 1992 began on 27th
February at Baden-Powell House,
London, with the theme "Be a Scout,
not a Lout". Government Ministers

John Patten and Robert Atkins

helped launch Promise Year, the
focus of The Scout Association's

appeal is to raise £10m to
safeguard and develop Scouting in
the UK.

This is the first time since the

1930s that The Scout Association

has devoted the efforts of its

700,000 Members to raising money
for the Movement itself. Funds

raised will be used to promote
Scouting and its benefits to young
people.

With these benefits including a
broad social education, it was
appropriate that John Patten
(Minister of State, Home Office)
and Robert Atkins (Parliamentary
Under-Secretary of State,
Department of Education) were on
hand to lend their support to the
launch.

Ten and a half thousand Scout

Groups are gearing up for an
unprecedented range of fund-raising

activities, which include the
world's biggest tea party and
endurance events such as
cyclathons, swimathons, washathons
and marathons. A specially written
Scout Rap Anthem will be virtually
guaranteed ten weeks at No.1 in the
charts should every member of the
Scout Association buy it.

which

While funds will be used to

safeguard and expand Scouting in
general, particular attention will
be given to developing activities
in inner cities and among ethnic
and rural communities. The

intention is to offer an
alternative to hanging around
street corners and getting into
trouble. "We want to play our part
in persuading young people to
report abandoned cars - rather than
steal them," explained Chief Scout
Garth Morrison.

Outlining his support for the
Appeal, John Patten, said: "The
wealth of fund-raising activities
planned for Promise Year clearly
highlights what Scouting is all
about - having some fun, but at the
same time fostering a sense of
responsibility. As the Minister of
State responsible for law and
order, I welcome every effort to
encourage our young people to
become active members of society.
I wholeheartedly support the
Movement in its fund-raising
efforts and in its development
plans as we head towards the next
century." These sentiments and
those of the Chief Scout were

wholeheartedly endorsed by Robert
Atkins.

As the Chief Scout, Garth Morrison,
explained at the reception
afterwards: "The Scout Movement's
place in the life of this country
has never been more important.
Young people continue to be

PROMISE CHEQUE BOOKS NOW AVAILABLE

Cheque books contain 30 vouchers worth over £250 in discounts.
Redeemable at many outlets

SUPERB VALUE AT £4.
Rinn '3QOOC-7
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RATBY POST OFFICE

Main Street, Ratby

Newsagent. Confectionery.
Tobacco. ^

PHOTOCOPY SERVICE GREETINGS CARD^
Hallmark, Rustcraft etc.' *
SHOE REPAIR AGENTS OPEN 7 DAYS

Tel. 393001.

IS5,(gIMmS iSIo IIfl©(i®(5saa
Building Design & Development Consultant

Tel: 395212

* Building Plans drawn & submitted
for all types of Building Works.

* Free Builders Quotations obtained^
* Free initial Consultation. ^
* Help and expert advice for any ^

building work. <3
* All work undertaken is supervised^

for quality of workmanship and ^
materials. <3

¥fPO^JPRPRESSURE COMPLAINT

INGLE DRIVE. RATBY

Following complaints from residents
Ingle Drive, the following letter was
received from Severn Trent Water Ltd.

"I am now in a better position to comment
on your letter of 2nd February, having
carried out some monitoring and tests on
the distribution system in your area.

As you observed, the problem is related
to high demands especially in the morning.
Until recently the supply was routed from
trunk mains in Kirby Muxloe. Recent housing
on the edge of Ratby has strained the
capacity of certain mains. However, your
area can be supplied from Groby thereby
improving your pressure, and this has been
carried out successfully within the past
few days. In the meantime please accept
my apologies for any inconvenience caused
by low pressure at times. I trust the situ
ation is now improved.

0
B Fitzpatrick
District Manager"

SEE and TRY our range of ;
THE CHAMHQH BAKERS

66 Varieties of Bread

34 Varietiesof Cobs, Rolls, etc.

200 Varieties of Cakes and Pastries

REJVRSEY
HESKm

L BMW

VISIT OUR OLDE WORLDE' SHOP
WEDDING,CELEBRATION &NOVELTY CAKES OUR SPECIALITY

C GEARY & SONS STATION ROAD >RATBY Leicester sseeoo



' LEICESTERSHIRE 1ST
FOR NEW RIGHTS OF WAY GRANT

Leicestershire County Council has been
selected by the Countryside Commission
to be among the first group of Highway
Authorities to take part in a new local
paths initiative.

The Parish Paths Partnership is aimed at
giving local people, mainly through
their Parish or Town Council, the
resources and skills to keep their
footpaths, bridleways and byways open
and available.

Under the new scheme a Parish grant will
be available from the County Council.
This is to help local councils carry out
surveys, routine maintenance and
waymarking on public rights of way.
This work could be carried out by a
local community group, volunteers,
farmers or contractors.

On a national scale Leicestershire

County Council has been at the forefront
of opening up, improving and waymarking
rights of way with its Waymark 2000
project. As Highway Authority for the
County's 3500 miles of rights of way,
the County Council has already been
running a substantial waymarking
programme in conjunction with Parish
Councils.

The Leicestershire Waymark 2000 project
works directly with local councils and a
colourful booklet has recently been
produced entitled "A Guide to Waymarking
and Improving Rights of Way' . A step
by step approach is used to show how you
can help to survey the paths in your
area and assess the works needed to put
them in good order. Maps, stile kits,
waymarkers and other equipment can be
supplied free of charge to those
involved in the project. Grant aid
will be available to supplement this.

Further information on the scheme is
available from the project officer,
Eddie McWilliam, who can be contacted on
Leicester 657085. Alternatively you
can write to the Countryside &
•Dor'-rtaa't" i nn section. Department of

MOORES
OF RATBYj

88 STATION ROAD, RATBY^
TEL: 393674

GENERAL GROCERIES & OFF LICENCE
^ HARDWARE &CONFECTIONERY ,
\ COAL - COALITE - UNIGAS

READYGAS - PARAEFIN

POTATOES, REDS AND WHITESV^,
EULL RANGE OE PRETTY-LEGS TIGHTS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MONDAY - SATURDAY ^

8.15 - 1 PM 3.30 - 9 PM

SUNDAY

0 AM - 1 PM 5 - 9 PM

ALL ORDERS WELCOME

Are you interested in any ot the following?

Singing - Rock, popular, songs from shows
ballads, classical and opera
etc.

speech - elocution, public speaking, verse,
sonnets etc.

Drama - Classes for ^ ages i^l^^ing
Adults. Improvisation, role play,
mime, theatrical make-up classes
Scenery making, productions etc.

Audition coaching also available.

4-A nn n "i n P"^ -in

"SERVICE NOT SELF'

The motto of the ROYAL BRITISH LEGION,

The original purpose of the British
Legion is today as it was when it
was formed by Field Marshal Earl
Haigh just after the first World
War.

That is to give practical help to
all men and women who have served
in the Forces and to their widows
and dependants.

This help takes many forms and to
ensure that this work is continued.
Officers are appointed to look
after the welfare of the persons
within the villages which Ratby and
District Royal British Legion
cover. Originally called the Ratby
Branch we have now grown to
encompass villages where there are,
insufficient ex-service persons to
continue to form a branch. These
being Groby, Kirby Muxloe,
Thornton, Bagworth, Stanton under
Bardon and Markfield.

Our Branch meetings are held on the
2nd Wednesday of each month at the
Plough Inn, Ratby. Members from
all these villages attend, usually
about 25 persons. Apart from the
organisation of social events,
which can include dances, bus trips
(occasionally to a brewers!)
harvest festivals, etc. reports are
heard from the Welfare Office for
the different villages, as to the
numbers of persons who are sick or
in hospital who have been visited
and who need assistance.

All of this is completed
anonymously, no persons actual
names are mentioned, only the
circumstances of the case, so that
members can be aware as to where
our funds are being used.

The concern of members regarding
the welfare of those persons
needing assistance is such, in the
Ratby Branch, that usually a
directive is issued to spend more
money in particular cases to ensure
that a quick recovery is made.

A 1 +- U 1_

"characters" of the villages, the
majority of those attending are
working persons like myself, talk
is never of war time experiences,
those who did take part in war do
not want to discuss it, only to
ensure that those who suffered are
looked after. I myself, one of the
last National Servicemen to be
called up completed all the
training, but never actually
these shores or fired my gun in
anger.

However, the short time I spent
with my Unit, who were all from
different parts of the Country,
gave me an insight into people and
their needs.

There are lots of charity
organisations but none dedicated to
all the Services as is the ROYAL
BRITISH LEGION. We have contact
with experts who can help with
advice on pensions, claims for
payments from Social Services,
Local Government, Gas, Water,
Electricity, etc. anywhere where
there is a problem. To ensure that
we can continue our work younger
members are sought in all of the
villages covered especially Ratby.
If you would like a night out once
a month with friends (Note we have
an area for non-smokers) and would
be interested in our work please
come along. Although the
organisation is an old one, we who
are in it are not and look forward
to seeing new people ...

.^yone can join, if you have been
in the Services as a full member,
if not as an Associate or Junior
Member. Associate Members can hold
office and are encouraged to do so.

Our next major event is the annual
St, George's Day Dinner Dance to be
held in April, A bus is run around
the villages so there is no problem
with transport. If you are
interested then come along to our
next meeting at the Plough Inn,
Ratby, on 8th April (then 13th
May) .



LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
ANNUAL REPORT

L.C.C. has published its Annual
Report for the year ended March
1991. The publication sets out in
some detail the services provided
by the County Council and reflects
on how much they cost and what
achievements were made during the
year.

Among the special features is a
page devoted to the leading role
that the County Council played in
the bid to bring a major part of
the New National Forest in the
Midlands to Leicestershire. A
further page feature reflects the
challenges of the Single European
Market and the preparations being
made for this by the County
Council.

Copies of the report will be
available for inspection in all
county libraries. Highlights from
the report are also being made
available in libraries as a free
newspaper under the title, "Serving
the Community".

FREEFH

Tel 395519

L, J

FRA5LRS

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS
WEDDINGS, FUNERALS ETC.
DELIVERED FREE LOCALLY

COAL, COKE, GAS

OPENING HOURS

MONDAY TO FRIDAY

9 AM - 1 PM & 3 PM - 10 PM
SATURDAY

9 AM - 10 PM
SUNDAY

10 AM - 9 PM

UNDERLAY

i
! S
z Scotchgard

i ^NBELEASE
UJ
UJ

I ^^ANTTON^^
l^nAINMASTEK
O CARPET CERTIFED BY DU PONT

PORTER'S DISCOUNT
CARPETS

121/3 STATION ROAD
RATBY, LEICESTERSHIRE

Tel: 393238/395202

WOOL MIX BERBERS ^ AXMINSTERS

SCOTCHGARD « BERBER TWIST

CARPET TILES ft SCULPTURED

CUSHIONFLOR * WILTONS mmt 2

^imbrelln

IQUALITYATTHE
I RIGHT PRICE
^FREE FITTING FREE FITTING FREE FITTING FREE FITTING FREE FITTING

LETTERS

Dear Editor

How I agree with Stephen Boud for
his letter regarding the
destruction of greenfield space to
provide yet more and more roads,
which only create more traffic and
more air pollution.

The previous Prime Minister
announced, that the Government was

going to support green policies by
reducing (eventually!) atmospheric
pollution then in the next breath
announced that the Ml is to have

two more lanes, that the A1 is to
be driven through rural
Lincolnshire. Will they never be
satisfied until the whole of
England's Green and Pleasant Land
is covered from one end to the
other in concrete?

Much of the recent chaos on the A50

could have been alleviated had the
Government stumped up the paltry
four million pounds required as a
grant towards re-introduction of
passenger trains on the Leicester
to Coalville and Burton-on-Trent

railway line. Had they done so
when the Leicestershire County
Council - which had planned and
passed the proposals - requested it
then trains would have been running
in 1990/91. Now that the
Government has, at last, agreed to
provide £5 million (albeit for a
larger scheme) it will be another
four years before the passenger
trains are running. In the
meantime a few thousand more cars

and trucks will be clogging the
roads and there will be clamour for
more by-passes and motorways.

If readers are concerned by the
erosion of the countryside by road
building, and the consequent
increase in pollution, then please
write to your MP or the Department
of Transport, or both.

Yours faithfully,
H.A. Gamble

RflTfiV OLD 6oys

Ratby Old Boys football team played for the Methodist Chapel. This photo was
probably taken around 1924/25. Does anyone know the exact date?. Or have you
got any more information about the team or its members?
Back row 2nd from left is Tommy Wigglesworth, 3rd left Bradley Moore, 2nd
from right in the trilby is Tommy Hunt.

Middle row on the far right is Wilf Taylor, with Chris Tomlinson to his left.
Front row Cyril Lissaman on left, Wilf Marvin in the centre.~—--—^ ^ Lissaman, who

is ^now.



A NEW GUIDE FOR liUIPROVING
LEICESTERSHIRE RIGHTS OF WAY

As part of the Leicestershire
Waymark 2000 Project, the County
Council has produced a new
colourful "Guide to Improving and
Waymarking Rights of Way". The
booklet shows how parish councils,
fainners and local people can become
directly involved in surveying and
improving the footpaths, bridleways
and byways of Leicestershire.

A step by step approach is used to
show how you can help survey the
paths in your area and assess the
works needed to put them in good
order. Maps, stile kits,
waymarkers and other equipment can
be supplied free of charge to those
involved in the Project.

The Guide also explains how, with
the help of local people, a series
of walking and riding leaflets is
being produced by the County
Council in areas that have been
waymarked.

Copies of the new booklet are
available from the Project Officer
for the scheme, Eddie McWilliam,
who can be contacted on Leicester
657086. Alternatively you can
write to the Countryside and
Recreation section. Department of
Planning & Transportation, County
Hall, Leicester LE3 BRJ.

KEN TOMKINS

General Builder

Alterations and Extensions

PROPERTY REPAIRS

93 Gynsill Lane, Anstey, Leicester
Telephone: 871698

\yztf

H. FREEMAN & SON
Family Butcher

88 MAIN STREET RATBY
MOBILE SHOP

DELIVERS

'TWICE WEEKLY

'Tele|dione: Leicester 393124

Q

B.T.KEYMER
18 ParidamlsAirMitM^Groliy.

Tel: Leicester 878926

V«VSHIN6 MACHINE AND
CtEAailJjJgAIRS
PROMPT, PfneOMML SERVICE

**25 YEARS EXPERIEilCE ! **

The Railway Inn Ladies Darts Team have
come 3rd in the second division of the

Everards league, 91/92 season.

SAFETYWARNING
GAS FIRED

WATER-HEATERS IN CARAVANS

The County Council's Trading
Standards Department ie warning
owners and users of caravans to
check gas-fired water heaters.

Gas-fired water heaters which serve
more than just a sink can be
dangerous - even lethal - if they
are not fitted with the right
flue. The right flue is one that
runs through the ceiling. Without
adequate ventilation, dangerous
toxic fumes like carbon monoxide
can build up - a situation which
has led to tragedy more than once
during last year.

M WITHOUT FLUE

S

WITH 3tO£ FLUE

WITH RECOMMENDED FLUE

Aleaflet giving detailed information and advice is available free from the Trading
Standards Department - Telephone Leicester 514415.

$art8ii (Emittcti

i.an<i at rear of 5 Groby Road

19 members of the public attended the
meeting on 4th February to hear the Chairman
Councillor Rogers report on his meeting
with the owner of this land. The full report
can be read in the minutes kept at Ratby
Library.

The Parish Council wrote to Hinckley and
Bosworth Council expressing concern about
the work taking place at the site. Any
development on this land would be contrary
to the policies of the North Eastern
Parishes Local Plan and the Leicestershire
Structure Plan.

At the March meeting of the Parish Council,
Borough Councillor Robert Fraser informed
councillors that Hinckley and Bosworth
Borough Council were taking out an enforce
ment order to have removed the excess hard
core, tarmac and caravan which have been
installed at the site without planning
permission. Bosworth M.P. David Tredinnick
has presented a White Paper on illegal
squatting, either in houses or fields etc.
which should take care of current legal
loop-holes.

Village Improvements

Landscaping

Recreation Areas

A five-a-side football pitch has been marked
out on former tennis courts at Ferndale
Drive. Estimates for 'goal' walls have
been obtained.

Additional safety features are to be
installed on some play equipment. A safety
'cage' will be provided on the slide at
Burroughs Road, and improved safety devices
fitted to the 'sputnik' roundabout at
Ferndale Drive.

Considerable effort and money have been
spent on repairs to the fencing at Ferndale
Drive. Unfortunately, the fence is
consistently being damaged. The Parish
Council would welcome any information
leading to identification of the perpe
trators.

Police

Councillor Rogers reported on a Police
Liaison meeting, in which crime figures
were discussed. Crime is at a record level
in Beaumont Division, with an increase
of ^6%. However there have been fewer house
burglaries and less auto-crime in 1991-

40,000 car owners are now in the vehicle-
watch scheme, and only 8 cars with vehicle
watch stickers have been stolen. It is

not too late to join - all you need to
do is fill in a form at Beaumont Leys or
Braunstone Police Station, and get your
stickers.

Borough Councillors Report

Councillor Fraser reported that Hinckley
and Bosworth's Community Charge will be

lower than last year.

Vic Berry Ltd's appeal against planning
refusal for the proposed scrapyard at
Newtown Unthank has been turned down by
the Secretary of State.

Planning

The proposed 18 hole golf course and golf
apartment complex at Old Hayes Farm has
been granted planning permission.

The approval is subject to a number of
conditions. The golf course must be laid
out and available for play before hotel
bedrooms and apartments are ready for use.
Measures must be taken to prevent vehicular

ic access from Main Street, Ratby.

Shrubs have now been planted to the rear
of the new wall at Markfield Road/Main

Street junction.

Waste ground to the rear of the Service

Garage on Berry's Lane will be landscaped

by the County Council in the near future.
Responsibility for maintenance of the site
will then fall to the Parish Council.

Gardener

Interviews for a part time gardener have
taken place.

Tree Preservation Order

Trees along the Ratby side of Rothley Brook,
and along the little brook have been granted
a Tree Preservation Order by Hinckley and
Bosworth Borough Council. The Parish Council
is still waiting to hear from Blaby Council
concerning trees on the Kirby Muxloe bank.



SPONSORED By

GLENFIELD WASTE
cover all areas"

^^^^(Leics.) 750252
SMALL AND LARGE SKIPS

SPECIALISTS IN DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL D.I.Y. &

GARDEN WASTE DISPOSAL
MILLHILL - EIMDERBY - LEICESTER

DISCLAIMER

advertiser

not imply
The inclusion of
in this newspaper

recommendation by Wot! or its

RATBY

PLAYGROUP

Church Rooms, Church Lane
Ratby.

For children aged 3-5
years.

Any enquiries to:-
Lesley Chevin 386505
Lynne Evans 38534?

PLAYGROUP EASTER FAYRE

Sat. 4th April, Welfare
Hall 2-4 p.m.
Please support us.

Church Rooms Playscheme

3 - 7.8.92

Helpers Meeting b.5.92
8 p.m.

13 Ferndale Drive. All
welcome.

5.5.92

STOP PRESS

Ratby Playgroup are doing
really well with their
sponsored 'brick building'
event I I

Children are building piles

of 20 wooden bricks.

At the time of going to
press they have
collected £ 178.00

already

deadline for letters
ARTICLES AND ADVERTS FOR

THE JUNE EDITION OF WOT!
IS THURSDAY UTH MAY

adverts
articles
EDITOR

395179
393279
393367
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The map shows the extent of the proposed World-
life Centre, with an area adjacent to New Parks

Way, approximately 12 acres, providing parking
for cars and coaches. The park trail/shuttle

route around the remainder of the park, tog

ether with the proposed station, will ensure

that the character of Western Park will be

dest royed.

The educational value of Worldlife Centres

"zoo without bars" concept encapsulated in

their proposed TechnEcoZoo is not in dispute.

It is the siting of this ecology "themepark"

on Western Park which is not acceptable.

As many as eight other sites, all of which

are designated redevelopment areas were offered

to but rejected by Worldlife Centres, who have

decided on Western Park because of its 'char

acter and feel'. Obviously any parkland is

going to be more attractive than an area

requiring redevelopment. Why was Western Park

offered in the first place? It is currently

designated whiteland having a commercial value

less than that of agricultural land. Could

this have been an important consideration in

Worldlife Centres' decision to go for Western
Park?

Leicester City Council would, quite rightly,
reject any proposal for industrial development
of Western Park claiming that it is not an

appropriate site and that it would cause untold

environmental damage. Worldlife Centres'

proposal is no different; it will be a profit-
making venture, commercially sponsored and
run. It will cause untold environmental damage,
but in the name of "ecology, wildlife and

conservation".

Dui in tne name or ecology, wildlife and \A;nni ni i err rekixne at t i-ii-<-t r-r»

conservation". WORLDLIFE CENTRE AT LEICESTER
WESTERN PARK - PROPOSED ZONING

The delicate wildlife ecosystem of Western Park will be severely affected by both the creation of the Wordlife Centre
and the many thousands of visitors who pay to come. With such a large influx of visitors there will be increased
pollution of the park and surrounding areas. Increased traffic will lead to increased congestion on the roads.
Air quality will deteriorate because of increased exhaust emmissions.
The proposed 24 hour-a-day, 350 days-a-year operation will lead to an increase in noise, together with the inevitable
rubbish that accompanies such "themepark" style operations.
There will no longer be free and open access to the whole of Western Park. Who is to say that if this scheme proved
o e successful that more of the park would not be given over to peripheral income-generating attractions? Access

to any part of the park would only then be possible on payment" of an entry fee. Is this want conservation is all
a Dou t.

'™"' »' the l.rge nueber

hege ,re. Is Western pTk anT sTh h »' "'S>" • This
future generations to preserve this heritage in iTs'naT woodland. Surely we owe it to
wildlife and conservation". The area of the na k ^ destroyed in the name of "ecology
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y or ail of the following stating your objections


