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WAKE UP RATBY BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE!

At the time of going to press Kirby
Muxloe Action Group are presenting their
proposed Alternative N to the A46 Leicester
Western Bypass Inquiry.

This proposed junction utilises the Ml
viaducts which span the Rothley Brook, in
Ratby Parish.

On paper the plan may seem reasonable.
But what a plan can never show is the
lighting glare, the intensive noise, and
the visual impact this will have in
Ratby.

Construction work will affect the
washland of the Rothley Brook and its
wildlife, and if the junction is built,
its very existence will make a link
road along the Rothley valley a logical
next step - destroying the green wedge
between us and Kirby.
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Ratbv Threatened

There have been a never-ending stream
of alternative junction proposals, and
many people are confused, particular y
regarding proposals Aand F. Proposal
A merely concerns itself with the By
pass and Ml junction. There is no
connection with local roads. The
junction will be situated south—east
of Ratby, very near to new developments
in the Cottage Close area of Church Farm
Estate,and Groby Road. The noise and
lighting would severely affect properties
here. .
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SKETCH of gUNCTlQM PfSOPOSALSA ^ F
Proposal F shares this same junction,

but also includes additional changes to
the Bjqsass route. Both proposals involve
disruption of Ml traffic during bridge
construction. If I were living in that
part of the village I would be protesting
loudly 11

Contrn utd on po-^e. Z

beyond ordinary television ^ .
Satellite Television has opened upa whole newfrontier

J'X of viewing pleasure.
^ With the ever expanding satellite service it is now

M possible to receive at least 17 additional channels from
M around the world in your home for 24 hours aday -
i round the clock news, current affairs, international spob

IB. • music, films, drama and childrens programmes.
Below are just a few of the many channels
available now:

PREMIERE - Quality movies 12 hours a day, seven days
^week.
SUPERCHANNEL - Mix andrepeats ofpopular British

T IkTkprogrammes, quizshows andpop, including
SFKIJMij /

EUROPE - European version of the famous
jy A n A Y\TO American non-stop music channel.

JjJVJxijAJLll a5 f CHILDRENS CHANNEL -Programmes to
Suitchildren ofallages.

. SCREEN SPORT - Coverage of
X ^ National and International

~/X sporting events.

OFFMANY.

//PLUS
/free5YEAR

/guarantee
/onALL FST TVs
UP TO 59cm

T/zmmm

21 Stshbn 5frasi-R3fbyTel:Li2»ces'ter^T5'H
OC Sb-ecX -Mdrkfidd TcI: Markfteld Z^221

The views expressed are the views of the i nhi i/i
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A46 LEICESTER WESTERN BYPASS
Leicestershire County Council have

already presented their argument for
alternative D - which was featured in
'WOT* This was the proposed round
about between Ratby and Kirby, with a
link road along Rothley Brook. The
traffic figures they have presented
indicate increased traffic in Ratby.
As a result of objections by Kirby
Muxloe Sports Club to alternative D,
Leicestershire County Council have
decided to move the link road further
into Ratby, by re-aligning the Rothley

. Brook — **The brook will be diverted
northwards from its present position
if alternative D is approved, to help
reduce the effect on Sports Club
facilities*'. To put it bluntly
they'll destroy Rothley Brook for the
sake of a cricket pitch.

This brook and its washland are
important to Ratby people. Re-alignment
involves the destruction of all the
Alder trees on its banks.

Write now and protest —your views
do count.

MOORES of RATBY

88 Station Road

OPEN TILL 10 PM 7 DAYS A WEEK
COAL - COALITE - UNIGAS

READYGAS - SUPERGAS - PARAFFIN

BUTTONS SEEDS - COMPOST
GROWBAGS AT £1.39 EA.

RABBIT FOOD - HAMSTER MIX
LAYERS MASH - LAYERS PELLETS

GRIT - VITALIN DOG FOOD
CHOOSEY CAT FOOD

BUDGIE AND CANARY SEED
HAY STRAW & WOODSHAVINGS

any order delivered free

we nmm
The Inquiry into the Proposed Leicester

Western Bypass opened on Tuesday March 15th,
presided over by Air Vice Marshall
W.E. Colahan Those of us who have
struggled to reach the Inquiry at the
Robert Hall Memorial Rooms on Narborough Rd.,
by bus, may be wondering if this location
was deliberately chosen to discourage
objectors.

The Department of Transport opened the
Inquiry by setting the Bypass in it's National
context.

Travers Morgan, the Consultants for the
D.O.T. then followed with their evidence.

Many of us present remained unconvinced that
this Bypass is needed.

Under cross-examination by a Ratby
objector, a representative of the Road Haulage
Association, (who are supporting the proposed
road) admitted that he would not choose the A46
to go from the South West to Lincoln. He
would prefer to send his lorry fleet via the
Ml and A52.

Objections

Anstey Parish Council were the first
objectors to challenge the Dept. of Transport,
they have employed a traffic consultant who
cross examined Travers Morgan and the
Leicestershire County Council to try gind show
that the Bypass will merely act as a
Distributor Road, and that it's use by through
traffic would be minimal.

Certainly much of the evidence seems to
point towards the Bypass relieving routes in
and out of Leicester. Does this really
justify the devastation of our rural
environment? Have other trsinsport altern
atives for commuters been properly considered?
It is not too late to write and object!1
New roads bring increased development —
Industrial and residential.

Crime and Vandali sm

If this Bypass is built then Ratby will
rapidly become just a part of Leicester.
Our sense of community and village identity
will be lost. Crime and vandalism may
increase. If you care about Ratby, and
want your children and grandchildren to
grow up in a peaceful rural community then
write now to

AIR VICE MARSHAL W.E. COLAHAN
INSPECTOR

A46 LEICESTER WESTERN BYPASS INQUIRY

Dear Editor:
Thank you for your kind invitaticxi to
reply to the editorial in Issue 7 of your
newsletter. As our appeal is now being
put in motion, we consider that the time
is appropriate for a reply. So here it
is:-

The planning application was submitted in
the name of "The Knightcxi Park Trust", as
this was the legal entity which owns both
our present meeting room and the land at
Ratby. Although yoiar heading reads "Green
Belt Threatened", the landscape and
limited develppient will rather enhance
the approach to the village.
In addition to several visually attractive
features noted in our letter accompanying
the original applciation, we have offered
to provide a wildlife l^e with associated
footpaths to be given to the village of
Ratby. ihe total development (including
considerable landscaping and tree
plating) involves only 2^ acres of the
22^ acre site owned the ^rust. The
rei^ining 20 acres will be subject to a
legally binding agreanait (Sectico 52)
between the Trust and Hinckley & Bosworth
Borov^h Council, to be retained in its
present rural state. We also told the
council in writing that we were pref>ared
to accept a cor^iition v^ereby if at any
time in the future we were to sell the
property, fresh planning permissicxi would
have to be obtained by the prospective
purchasers.
Regarding our beliefs, we do not take the
ground of being a sect, although we are
generally know as "The Brethren". Our
beliefs are founded entirely on the
Christian teachings of the Bible, the
inspired Word of God. There is one God,
vho has revealed Himself in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Matthew 28 v. 19, Ephesians 3 v.
4-6, 1 Timothy 3 v 16. "God so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that vhosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life". John 3
V. 16. In order to effect salvation for

sinners "All have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God", Remans 3 v. 23,

"Christ died for our sins.. .and.. .He was

buried, and...He rose again the third day
according to the scriptures", 1
Corinthians 15 v. 3-4. God gives faith
and His Holy Spirit to those vdio believe,
to enable them to live according to His
will. Acts 2 V. 38, Acts 20 v. 21,
Rcamans 8 v. 13. As believers, we are
enjoined to "Be ye not unequally yoked
J_ J_n . .1 X-1_ 2

the only ground of gathering for edl
believes, and our practice is governed by
the irrfividual ccaiviction that the Word of
God clearly indicates the acceptable walk
for every Christian. Brethren have held
these truths for about 160 years, and in
the Leicester area have for the past 120
years or so been gathering peaceably and
enjoyir^ happy fellowship.

For the record, two of the Trustees, prior
to our formal approach to the Council,
visited residents in the immediate
neighbourhood of the site, to e3q)lain the
nature of the development, and, to those
vdio enquired, outlined our beliefs. These
efforts, which were appreciated by the
neighbours at the time, were ccmisidered by
us as common courtesy. Regrettably, at
the meeting of the Parish Council on 28
Ortcber 1987, this informal approach was
misconstrued as an "unprecedented
pressurised campaign", and further
described as "intimidation".

At that meeting, several residents voiced
their coicem as to vdiat alternative
development could result, if our proposed,
were to fail. We submit our view that cuy
alternative development could only be more
intrusive, and harmful to the environment,
as rKD commercial developer would be
prepared to relinquish develcpment of 20
acres of land, as the Trust has undertaken
to do.

May we conclude e}qjressing our cpinion,
and that of several Ratty residents, that
if the petitioning of the villagers had
been conducted in a fair manner, free of
suggesticMis that we mi^t have been
wishing to establish a hippy-type commune
or that we were a modem pseudo-religious
group, there would have been additional
support and considerably less apparent
opposition to the project.
Yours faithfully.

Trustees of Knighton Park Trust.

RATBY POST OFRCE

Main Street. Ratby

Newsagent. Confectionery.
Tot>acco.

I PHOTOCOPY SERVICE GREETINGS CABD^

•Hallmark, Rustcraft etc.i/Vt
SHOE REPAIR AGENTS OPEN 7 DAYS^.>J^ f



CHEMIST DEVELOPING
64 STATION ROAD, GLENFIELD, LEICESTER &PANTING

TEL LEICESTER 872713 24 &36 B<P EMS
OPEN: MON—FRI 9.00 — 6.30 no half day disc CMS

SATURDAY 9.00 — 5.30 JUMBO PRINTS

Slimmer-Dner

disposable hApp;Es
Ji

20 Toddler Size iH-r.;,-' to

-vl carven

ma griffe

Parfum de toilette

RRP £7.50
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jCRevtens

EAU DE TOILETTE
SPRAY

MP £ t0.9S

PLUS MANY OTHER EXCEPTIONAL OFFERS INSTORE
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Welcome to issue 9 of "WDT" the villages
magazine published by the Scout Group. It
certainly seems to have found a niche in
village life if responses and new articles
are anything to go by.
Two important articles for you to consider
in this issue. Articles about
developments vAiidh may effect your
village. So read them carefully and if
you do feel strongly about them
do something1.

We print in full a letter received from
The Knighton Park Trust, so that you can
make up your mind about their planning
application.

In our opiniai we do think its a pity that
they find it neccessary to blur the issues
involved by casting doubts, on the
valuable efforts of the Parish Council to
keep the village informed. Similarly the
ladies who organised the petition to
represent the views of Ratby villagers.
People have a right to be concerned and
express their opinion to issues that will
affect the village. The Trust simply
cannot expect to dismiss rightful opinion
by levelling unsupported alegations at
them.

i

The reference to alternative development
is we beleive rather misleading as there
is no reason why alternative development
should take place. The Trust suggested
scheme is probably the lesser of two evils
if there were too evils.

Paragra^ two of the letter sounds
attractive, but fails to make clear the
nature and limitations of any agreement.
A clear statement from either the Trust or
the Borough Council would be helpful.

The real issue remains, in issue 7 we
wrote "Green Belt threatened", this is
still true, part of the green wedge is
required by the Trust for building
development, as we said in issue 7 any
development which directly or indirectly
threatens the green spaces around Ratby,
regardless of the nature or purpose should
be opposed. We believe limited
development is just the thin end of the
wedge.

This issue concerns us all. Let us know
what you think or write to your MP, The
Right Hon. David Tredinnick or the
Director of Develqpnent at Hinckley &
Bosworth Borough Council.

C GEAJe&SOHS
THE CMHHOHBSKERS

I L SEE and TRY our range o , ,

66 Varieties of Bread

34 Varieties of Cobs, Rolls, etc.

200 Varieties of Cakes and Pastries

cpe® EREfiP D,,
iciavEs

VISIT OUR OLDE WORLDE^ SHOP FILLED GOiBS
WEDDING .CELEBRATION & NOVELTY CAKES OUR SPECIALITY

C GEARY & SONS STATION ROAD , RATBY Leicester aseeoo
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A 4pe.cLcU. m.&e;tLnjg. woa keJjd. to di/icwiyi
the. pn.e/ientati.orL of. 'katby.'a coAe to the
fubhc. dnquLny. OtLve Smaltey agA.eed
to Jiepn.eAent the Counctt.

BeAt Kept VtLlag.e

The Councti aA.e conAtdenhng. enteAtng. katby.
Jji thiA competLtLon.

AkC QuwiAy ftaixA at Qn.dby

The cou/icti hewid a n.e.p6At oh. the
devetopment ptaiXA fon. (yma/iying at QA.oby.

Ot Ia anttctpated that 3 nuJJJion. toriA of
agjg/iegxxte wouXd be moved anrwoJJjy, and that
a XohAjy woutd leave the Aite even.y minute.

The poAAlbllity of a kail line would be
inveAtlgated.

The fanlAh Council agn.e^ to wnlte to
LelceAteAAhln.e County Council concerning
poAAlble pollution.

Annual fcuuAh Meeting

ThiA wilt be held on April 20th at 7.30 pm.
in the WelfoLre Hall. At thiA meeting the
karlAh Council AccountA for 1987/88 will be
preAented. The Crime krevention Officer of
LelceAterAhlre follce will attend the meeting.
Time will be allowed for any dlAcuAAlon on
karlAh matterA.

1ree Warden

fllr. KilmlnAter hoA kindly volunteered to be
katby'A Tree Warden.

Appliance Servicing
and Installation

Breakdown and
Repair Services

Co-opeeatlorL will be needed fAom. ail
/leAidentA in helping to keep the village
at ItA beAt. Uie can all help by looking
aften. oun oim. pnopentg, and by neApectlng
the village cmenltleA, Auch cla avoiding
panking on gnoAA vengeA.

Bua Shelten.

Conttcuiy to Aome belief, the buA Ahelter.
at Ma/ikfled koad/Qroby koad comer, wcla
removed for Aafety reoAonA after it had
been damaged by a vehicle. The Council
have yet to decide ahout any replacement.

pEAtUJME FOR lBTTBRS , ARllCUBS
AVVtRTS for JUMEX ISSUE of ^

WOT is THuesDAy ir" Moy ,

Advepts PHOHE 395179 ^
ARnCies ... phon£ S932~f<^^
BI>iTOR ... 3&3S<e7
muNE H PHONB US or
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Gas Appliance Services
6 Saxons Rise, Ratby, Leicester LE60NF

\ y

Plumbing and
Heating Installation

f Quality Guaranteed
by Experienced

Engineers j

Teiephone: (0533) 393662

A full Design, Supply and Installation
service is now available from our

Showroom and DlY Centre
• KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • REPLACEMENT WINOOV^

• COMPREHENSIVE HEATING, PLUMBING &DIY PRODUCT RANGE

SHOWROOM AND DIT OENTRE AT:
90 Main Street, Newbold Verdon, Desford, Leicester LE9 9NP

InlnnhnnA* noefnrri

RATBY SPORTS CLUB

RATBY/GROBY JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB

Our AIM - to PROVIDE FOOTBALL FOR THE

YOUNG BOYS OF THE TWO VILLAGES.

The Club formed in September 1974 by
Dick Borret — Manager, and his wife
as Secretary, Brother in Law Ron
Preston — Treasurer, Charles Geary —
President, Albert Hargreaves —
Chairman. And I am delighted to say
that all these people, although no
longer holding office still take
great interest, and attend many of
the functions. This family atmosphere
still continues with the Club after

14 years with many of the officers
continuing to serve the Club even
though their son may have grown up
past our age structure of 10 - 15
years.

We have 6 sides, playing Sunday
mornings at the College - (our
colours Blue and White) all are

welcome to come and support. The
standard of Football, although I may
be biased, is good, with 2 sides in
the County Cup semi—finals and also
in the top 3 of their leagues.

Training facilities at the College is
limited due to demand by many sports,
and we have to seek alternative

venues - all of which is provided by
the Club.

In 1984 we formed the Junior Section
of the Sports Club at Ratby. This has
given us the opportunity of
headquarters to show off the many
photographs and trophies that have
been won over the years.

As members of the Sports Club they
have the opportunity to participate

JULIE'S
HAIRDRESSING

MAIN STREET, RATBY

Traditional & Modern
Styling

in other sports — and oiost important
get to know other members of the
Junior Football Club in the other age
groups.

We have since 1976 had alternate

visits to Holland, to play football —
stay with Dutch families — and
encourage sportsmanship between
nations. 196B is our year to visit
and details have been sent to all

players and it is anticipated that 2
coaches will be leaving the two
vi11ages.

Fund Raising — Our sincere thanks to
Players, Parents, Relatives, Friends,
Local Shopkeepers for their continual
support — it is very much
appreciated.
I am pleased to say that the lads
latest fund raising activity, the Fun
Run raised £700 and the Xmas Raffle

Draw £600.

Should you or your son wish to know
more about the Club — please ring our
Secretary, Mike Webber on Leicester
393Q47.

I seek your continued support both on
and off the field.

Yours sincerely,

Graham W.N. Fowler

PRESIDENT

Dear Editor,

I felt I must write to you to say vdiat a
WOTuierful periodiccil the WJT Magazir»
is. Rarely do I recieve sucJi a well
written and interesting publicaticai and I
must congratulate you on both the contait
style and presentation. I have kqot each
cxipy carefully as I am sure they will
lwvYiin=> very veilu^le with the passage of
time. Please excuse the crayon as they
do not allow arching sharp here.

Yours sincerely.

(Name and address supplied)
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RATBY PRIMARY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
Ratly Primary School Associationis a voluntarycommittee which raises money to improveresources at our
village school. The eventswe organise also provide opportunities for people in the village to medt.

Our Valentine's Disco on 12thFebruary was a great success. Judging by the amount ofbeer and wine
consumed, everyone who came along enjr^ed themselves as much as the committee! We shall hold a siroilar
event next year so watch out for details.

OurRummage Sales attract customers from fer andwide sothq^ must begood! Thenext oneis onSaturday
7th May, startingat 2.30p.m. in the Welfere Hall.

Mostofyouwillknow thatthe School association organises a Surmner Fdteevery year. The FSte is an
enjoyable afternoon out forthe whole feunily andthereare majorraffle prizesto be won! Makea noteofthe
date for 1988 —Saturday 4th June.

Forallthose ofyou unfortunate enough tomiss lastyear's "It'sAKnockout", there isgood news! NOW is
the time toorganise yourselves into teams offour men and four women ready for this year's "It'sA
Knockout" onSunday 25th September 1988. ANY team can enter sodon't miss out on the fim! Please give
names or make enquiries to PeteHairunond (395181) as soonas possible.

As you can see, theSchool Association is working hard tohelp make Ratby School such a cheerful and
welcoming environment for our children. Inthe past you have all been very generous with your support and I
am sure it will be the same in 1988.

Rummage Sale Sat. 7th May
DIARY DATES; Summer FSte Sat. 4th June

It's A Knockout Sun. 25th Sept

ODE TO PLAYGROUPS
iSpend a morning in Playgroup
That is all we ask.
Answer children's questions,
Help them when they ask.
WatcQi them play in water.
Though you think th^ didn't ouster (?)
Roll the dough, enjoy the play.
With son^ne else's son or daughter.
Hear ^em talk and sing and shout.
Sometimes wear ycxar ear-drums out.
Name a painting, glue a box.
Fasten shoes or change their socks.
Take your coat off, come on in.
Hear the words that make the din.
Anytime, there is no rush,
Ccane and spend some time with us.
Patby Playgrov:®) is run for the children of
Ratby by the people of Ratby. Not just by
the workers who are with the children
every morning, but also the Committee of
Mrnis vdio organise our fund raising events
aM everyone vdio ccmies to the events and
gives a little of their time and nraney.
We thank you all.

May we take this opportunity to give an
open invitation to come alcxig to Playgrcx^
to see what the children do. Anyone vdK>
feels they may have something to
contribute towards playgroup is always
welcome, or if you just feel you would
like to help out with the childrei, do
please cane alcaig.

Special date for your diaries
Sjnday 22nd May. We are organising a
short sponsored walk from the Church rooms
for the children of Ratby. The money
raised will be going to the Wishing Well
Appeal for Great Ormond Street Hospital.
Please look out for notices, and help us
make it a good aftemooi of fun for
everyone in Ratly.

RATBY PRIVATE HIRE

ANY DISTANCE

PARCELS ... AIRPORTS

PENSIONERS TOKEN SCHEME

tel. 386905 o-- 086(^538355Sp3ce 6ponsori3c( WlU-(AM

COACHES FOR HIRE

LUXURY COACHES FOR PRIVATE PARTIES

SOCIAL OUTINGS ETC.

ASTILL & JORDAN LTD
The Garage, Station Road, RATBY
Your local daily Bus Service

««Established over 60 years

Phone 393118

PiTMt***
(Attended Petrol Station)

THE SERVICE GARAGE

MAIN STREET , RATBY

M,O.T/S , SERVICING A REPAIRS

ACCIDENT REPAIRS . BODYWORK
Consult your Local Experts

FIRST CLASS WORKMANSHIP

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
FREE ESTIMATES

INSURANCE WORK A SPECIALITY

Tel. 394966

ALLIANCE ••• LEICESTER
Why go all the way to town.

Save time by using your local Alliance + Leicester Building Society.
FOR MORTGAGE PAYMENTS, DEPOSITS, CASH AND CHEQUE WITHDRAWALS, NO PROBLEM.
TEL. 393574 34 MAIN STREET, RATBY. START AN ACCOUNT ANY TIME. LET US
ADVISE YOU ON THE BEST INTEREST.

FLORENCES BRIO A BRAC

COME AND BROUSE AROUD AT THINGS PEOPLE WANT TO SELL. THERE MAY BE

SOMETHING YOU NEED. I WILL SELL UNWANTED ITEMS FOR YOU, FOR 20%
COMMISSION. I AM ALWAYS INTERESTED IN TOBY JUGS (DOULTON OR
BESTWICK) FOR MY COLLECTION. STATE YOUR PRICE. PHONE 871128
EVENINGS.

ORTER'S DISCOUNT
IPETS

^0 0

121/3 STATION ROAD, RATBY, LEICi
SHOP AT HOME SERVICE TEL: 39323S,

'Patterned lounge quality

'Bedroom quality

rAmertcan Sculptorad

'50/50 WOOL barber

FREE FITTING
(MIN to aq yde)

★ Cushionfloor ★
Scotchauard kitchen carpet

ALL AT

(COMPETITIVE

PRIC^

'actcarpets are guaranteed*

THE FAMILY BUSINESS BUILT ON RECOMMENDATIONS



1ST KOSy BBWERS

DO YOT KNOW WBVr A "BraVER" IS?

The following notes from an observer's
hancibook might help:-

SPBCIES

Homo sapiens

SUBSPECIES

Male, juvenile (6 to 8 years only)

HABITAT

Ratby School hall, every Wednesday 5.30 -
6.45p«n.

aomjRiNG

Grey upper parts with distinctive bright
blue colouring around neck and down chest.
Lower parts can vary in colour. Face
usually red.

CATJ.q

A distinct cry of "funandfriends" can be
heard at a certain time but generally the
beaver makes very loud shouting noises.

SOCIAL HABITS

Meet regularly once a week v*3ien great
excitement is seen.

POC»

No nourishment is taken at the weekly
gathering but the beaver must eat at other
times to sustain his energy.

INTERACnCN WITH CTHER CBEATHRES
The beaver appears to follow instructions
from creatures he calls "Moby" "Kit",
"l^se", "Otter" and "Squirrel" (although
little resemblance can be seen to the
animals commonly known by these names).

SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS
An interesting creature to observe with
the ability to create a lot of noise and
with unlimited energy for games of all
kinds. ——

nctcL

muubus.

Ratby Scouts want (to buy) a minibus.
Can you help? Ring Chris: 395297

8

still POZZEH)

Ccrne along to the school on Wednesday 20th
April between 6 and 7pm. for an Open
Evening, when all will be revealed!

The Open Evening, v^hich is to celebrate
the 3rd birthday of the 1st Ratby Beavers,
will consist of games, ccmpetitions and a
raffle. Refreshments will be available -
ever^X)dy is welocmel

We are also intending to mount an
e}diibition in the Library early in April,
v^hich we hope you will find informative.

Anyone interested in helping would be
warmly received.

Please contact R. Bent (394873),
J Harrison (393871) or J. Hawksworth
(870134).

1ST RATBY SCOUT TROOP

This is a surprise article. Do I hear
anybody ask why? Well just in case our
reader is asking, I'll tell him (or her).
I was only asked to write this five
minutes ago, so here goes.

We've had a fairly quiet couple of
months building on Scout work that has
gone before. A few more lads are in the
process of leaving Cubs and joining the
Scout Troop, so our weekly meetings
regularly have 28 Scouts, We now have
(at last) a Scout Troop with a complete
range of ages from lOV^ to 15 yrs. This
helps the running of the Troop as the
older lads can do some of the work
themselves.

One of the highlights of the year so
far was a talk on the dangers of Drugs
given by an officer of the Police Drug
Squad (in his own time!) Thank you very
much. We also made good use of the dark
nights by having a wide game in the woods.

We have recently had an emphasis on
First Aid, and while we hope the lads
remember what they have learned we do hope
that they don't need to use this knowledge.

Well 1 think that this is a good place
to finish. Thank you for reading this
article, see you next time.
Pete Smith

A.S.L.

SPONSORED BY

ROWLETT BROS
PAINTERS AND DECORATORS

42 Station Road, Kirby Muxloe
Telephone; Leicester 393403/386606

LOCAL SCHOOL TAKES THE INITIATIVE!

Pupils at Brookvale High School had
the opportunity, on February 25th. to
meet and talk to a whole host of
experts from the world of work. A
pilot, a dentist, a builder, a
trainee solicitor, a chef, a graphic
designer and many more from the
realms of business, commerce and the
professions were on hand at the
school to talk about their jobs and
answer the pupils questions.

Ex pupils of the school, Jane Hywell
and Maxine Frame, now a graphic
designer and hairdresser respectively
were able to share their experiences
of working towards a career and give
advice to Brookvales third year. Each
pupil had a chance to hear and
appreciate what was involved in, for
instance, becoming an information
technologist, a nursery nurse, a
baker, an architect or a designer.

All very useful when you re fourteen
and need to choose which subjects you
will study at Groby Community
Col1ege.

Mrs King, Brookvales head teacher
hoped that the mornings programme
'would encourage a greater awareness
and understanding of the world of
work and give our students an
opportunity to talk in school in
small groups with adults other than
teachers, as well as helping with
subject choices'.

Mrs Luff, the Project Coordinator
pointed out that this event
highlighted the work put m by
schools and the careers service to
show pupils the vital link
what they do at school its
relevance to securing a worthwhil
career. 1,-1

She added that the morning was only^
small part of the careers service
offered to pupils at the school.

B.T. KEYMER
18 Parklands Avenue,Groby.

Tel: Leicester 876926

WASHING MACHINE AND
CLEANER REPAIRS

MOSTIMAKES
PROMPT, PERSONAL SERVICE

* * 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE ! * *

RATBY BUDOKAN KARATE CLDB meets every
Wednesday night at the Methodist Church
rooms 7-8 o'clock Children, 8-9 o'clock
Adults and has now been running for over a
year. Many of the children who have been
attending since the beginning are now
graded, sane passing through 3 grades to
orange belt. It gives the children an
insight into self-defence and discipline
and they are told never to practice on
their friends outside the Dojo.

The chief instructor is Sensei Dave Spicer
3rd Dan black belt who also runs a full
time Dojo in Braunstone Gate opposite
M.F.I. The Dojo has facilities for weight
training and bag-work as well as lessons
in Karate and ladies self-defence. Dave
Spicer's Budokan Karate Clubs are
affiliated to the British all styles
Karate Association, chief instructor
Shihan (Master) Greg Wallace 6th Dan.

Anyone interested in true martial arts
should contact Dave Spicer who has 30
years experience on Leic. 895554 or for
your local club Steve Cooper Leic. 386520
the local black-belt who assists Mr
Spicer.

CONftCTWNEItl Dc:

CAR WASH

m.o.t. work

'puncture repairs'
WcKING SERVICE'
SERVICE (Sc REPAIRS

TYPES OF BATTERIE'

leading makes of tyres

FINA menu service£39.95
(Including Vat)

HJFBFU- SERVICE siaHON
LBCE9T6R ROAD

r»RQBY ft^easo)

ExpiqsWcna^aiollaasure
Ladies s-Oznta

LeisqrcwMr

M-ZJ 'phone66()336
lOjS Commission to Party Hostesses 13



CHftaaWDCD SCHDOL

Most young boys and girls look upon their
school days as being rather a bore, but
the pupils of South Qiamwood School near
Markfield never saw it that way. The
Headmaster, Mr. Walter Higgins, and his
staff instilled into all the pupils a
sense of belonging to a large and hajpy
family.

For this reason when a small group of
pupils met socially one evening in 1983 to
discuss their happy times at school in the
early 1960's it became apparent that a
larger reunion would be very popular and
indeed it was.
Every year since more and more old pupils
and teachers have been ccxitacted and have
swelled the numbers attending the
function.

This year on Monday May 16th, in the
Markfield Room at the Coach and Horses,
Field Head, Markfield from 8.00 p.m.
onwards, the pupils of the 1950's and
1960's are to meet again and it is hoped
to attract more old pupils and teachers
than ever.

For further information you may telephone
Betty Welch on East Leak 2541 or Coalville
32899.

H. FREEMAN &SON
Family Butcher

88 MAIN STREET RATBY
-N MOBILE SHOP

DELIVERS ^
TWICE WEEKLY 1_

^^elephone: Leicester 393124

PARISH OF SI PHILIP MD ST. JMCS

SKIBI CM GHUUr

COUCH sioaracES

in the (fcnth

06.00 a.B. Holy Coomunion. Traditional Order Said

10.40 a.m.

06.00 p.i

Momir^ Prayer usually adapted for children

Sung Eudiarist/Holy OcnBiunlon and Semen

08.00 a.B. Holy Gonnunian. Traditional Order Said

10.40 a.B. Sung Eucharist/Holy Ccnnnunion and Sermon

10.40 a.m. Sunday School in the Church Rooms

06.00 p.m. Evening Prayer and Sermon (except the last
Sunday in February, April, June, August,
October and December vdien there is a United
Service at the Methodist Church.

J.T.LEE ^
32 Main St. Ratbv

QUALIFIED WATCHMAKER
and JEWELLER

Tel. 395244

93 MAIN STREET . RATBY

FRUIT

VEGETABLES and FLOWERS
(fresh daily)

9 Orders taken and delivered free

THE PLOUGH INN

i RATBY , ,

Fine Lunchtime Fayre ^
&Marstons Brewing Excellence

iV'u t-'

Our Winning Combination

2ND RATBY BROWNIES

Can I just say a very big thank-
you to all the mums and dads who
drank Tea and Coffee until it came out

of their ears on our very first coffee
morning and to all those very well
behaved brownies who were making all
the Tea/coffee as part of their badge
work.

Can I just say a big thank you to
Tawny for having us all in her home

even though she was was waiting for
a bed to arrive which by the way did
arrive just as everyone had gone.
Brown Owl

SNAPPY

IS NAPPIES
Est. reliable free delivery service

e.g. Ultra Pampers 44 - £6.45
" " 88 -£12.50

also Peaudouce

24 hr. answering service.

LEIC. 876661

His TV' Hers

Ladies and Gents Hairdressing

156 Station Road, Ratby.

GAP'S welcome any day at reduced rates
Styling Blow Drying

Perming Colouring
Setting Trimming

Appointments not always necessary

Tuesday to Saturday

Competitive prices and Friendly Service

For Appointments

Phone Leicester: 394429

HOLMAN SECURITY

SYSTEMS
Installers of Quality ^
Burglar Alarm Systems

• Your Local Alarm Co.

• Free Quotations without oblig.

• All Systems to BS.4737

• 24 hr. Callout Service

• Reduces Insurance Contents

Cost

• For All Your Security Needs
and Prompt Attention

Ring Alan on 386187 (Ratby)
or Head Office - Hinckley 251025

> MEMBERS OF lAAI <

BEEBY & SIMPSON

SUPPLIERS 6 INSTALLERS

OF"UPVC"

DOOR 6 WINDOW SYSTEMS

Ur
Vc

LEICESTER

386339

EARL SHILTON

45826

FREE ESTIMATES ON ALL OUR DOUBLE

GLAZED PRODUCTS IN;

WHITE U.P.V.C.

WOODGRAIN FINISH U.P.V.C.

ALSO

SUN LOUNGES & CONSERVATORIES
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SPONSORED BY

DJ GRAHAM

HAULAGE Lio-trn

Childrens Rige

Talking Pictures

There's a big black box at home
which has got a rather straight glass
dome and lots of little buttons at the
front,
and when you flick a switch
it's harder when your titch
a picture comes on the glass screen.
A noise is coming out,
it's starts to scream and shout.
I've got to turn it off,
I'm starting to cough.
It's finally off.

\\%

'geht iUPergovYi

nature notes
CU) GAK

His existence began one misty T^ril
rooming in a wood about hcilf a mile
outside of the village of Ratby. He
sprang from cin acom vhich had been
buried by a jay as a food store the
previous autumn and then forgotten.

His first slim tender shoot grew out
between a fern and a clump of wood
sorrell, and from the beginning his
life was fight for the life giving
sm.

He was born into a wood of mature oaks
and beeches, he was just another
generation in an unchanging cycle, he
was subject to hazards and dangers,
frcsn the beginning, these were the
rabbits and hcires to nip him in the
bud, there was the careless footfall
of the villagers going about their
tasks, cojpicing, gathering acorns,
firewood and timber to repair their
ploughs and mend their fences.

He survived this and grew, lifting his
vulnerable head above the level of the
first rabbits and hares and then m^.
The woodland spirit protected him,
other young trees his size were taken,
the charcoal burners sought their
tender young branches to fill their
furnaces which worked round the clock
providing charcoal for the fires of
the gentry, and to make blasting
powder for coalmines as well as
gunpowder. These furnaces were
actually in the wood, and their
consunption of young timber was
prodigious, but he survived.

He survived the shipbuilders men, who
in their search for good oak to build
ships to fight the war with France,
were forced to ccane to the Midlands
woods, so great was their need. He
survived the tanners of leather and
their insatiable desire for oak bark
for tanning, and a much lesser evil,
the medicine men who used oak bark in
their concocticais for use in fever,
haemorrhages and chronic stomach
upsets.

The only hurt he received was from a
musket ball fired by a p^cher at a
squirrel in his branches which damaged
the branch and let in the rain and the
frost, to ultimately, over the years
form a hole in which a ^ir of great
tits nested. The wood in which he
lived formed peirt of an estate and it
was well tended, but all good things

'Srj.k 'f

must come to an end, and the estate
was sold. Most of his mature
ccnpanicais in the wood were destroyed
by roan, with their saws and axes but
he survived even this. Now his wood
had changed, cxily scrub and birches
grew, but people cone too not to
destroy but to enjoy, gathering
berries and watching birds and just
walking.

The army came to practice warfare, and
hand—grenades were thrown and bullets
fired and the Home Guard with their
own peculiar weapon the Blacker
Bombard a name reminiscent of a
medieval siege weapon, but in fact a
type of mortar. The children too,
took a liking for him, he got the name
Old Oak, people met at Old Oak, and
children played around him. Courting
couples met there too, but Old Oak
kept their secrets, he looked out over
the rhodedenrons and a pretty little
stream, the birds sat in his top ^
the nightjars flew around him like
giant moths.

Then his wood was planted by man with
alien species, and his friends, the
children, the courting couples were
fenced away from him, but still he
stood proud over the puny seedlings
around him. One day he died, he died
with a crash which shook the old
musket ball out of the hole in which
the great tits nested and which was
found by a youth who went to mourn his
passing. He didn't die naturally, a
great track was being carved through
the county, its name was the Ml and
Old Oak, and the rhodedenrcais and the
little stream stood in its way, so
they had to go. The sad youth with
the musket ball in his pocket county
two hundred and thirty age rings in
his poor old trunk and wished him
goodbye.

in JIM CHOW



The Railway through Ratby
In last August's edition of WOT there was an
article on the early history of the Railway
John Winfield now continues the story with
the history up to the present day.

The railway line running through the village
is part of the Leicester & Swannington Railway.
The L & S although not the first steam operated
railway in the country, it was the first in
the midlands. It was the first to have a

tunnel(l796 yards long). Robert Stephenson
was engaged as the engineer. The section of
the line running through Ratby was opened on
Tuesday 17th July 1832. The engine pulling
the inaugral train had a mishap in Glenfield
tunnel when its chimney struck the roof showering
400 prominent people in soot and cinders. The
train stopped at Glenfield Brook for passengers
to wash the results of the mishap off.

When first opened Ratby did not have a proper
station but a wharf building constructed on
the east side of the level crossing. The
station buildings that most local people
know were built by the Midland Railway Co.
in 1876 with extensions to the platforms in
1887.

The line was constructed principally for
carrying coal and minerals, passengers on
the line took pot luck what they shared a
wagon with, be it empty or full of coal,
granite or farm produce. The L & S Co. only
possessed two passenger carriages. The
line was owned by L & S Co. until 1st January
1847 when it was absorbed by the Midland
Railway co.

The line closed for passengers on
24th September 1928. Goods traffic ceased
on 4th April 1966. There are still some
remains of the original line in Ratby. The
wall alongside of the private road leading to
the residential caravan site is constructed
of the original stone sleepers and the track
bed can be traced between Ratby and Glenfield,
The station was where Caspak now stands.
Only one diesel passenger train passed through
Ratby in the whole of the line's lifetime.
This was a D.M.U. running from Glenfield to
Desford with RCTS Railtour.

Mr. D.A. Ramsey, author of 'Groby and its
railways' will be giving a talk to the 'Village
Society' in April which will include a history
of the railways locally.

Ratby Station crossing 1954 with Mr. Burns
the station.master at the crossing gate.

THE MmC BCOMD AND BEftgnNGS

The farm lads day started at the dairy
door at 7.15am. As soon as enough of the
mornings milking had gone through the
cooler it was taken to the "Mrs" who
measured into pint and half pint cans
with loose lids. Delivery to the dozen or
so customers scattered around the village
was precarious, with five cans threaded
through the left fingers and two hanging
from the lamp bracket, the bike was
steered and braked by the right hand.
The two stanchions in Berry's Lane were
always tricky. Customers would often
leave a basin on the doorstep overnight
into which the can was emptied. Milk
never came fresher.

Beastings, the second or third milking
^fter a cow had calved, were full of
nutrition and were made into a delicious
custard by those who requested it. No
charge was made for this but the milk lad
often got a penny for the special
delivery.

A one and only claim to fame was to be
able to demonstrate to Mr Sumptors
science class the law of centrifugal
force. This came about by the milk lads
ability to take the lid off a pint of
milk, swing the can briskly by the handle
through 360 degrees without losing anv
milk.

All High Tech stuff this, until the
handle cones off the can and you were in
deep deep trouble with the 'Mrs' who
didn't appreciate the finer artsl

Local Yokel

A Appliancesponsored by Services-L^ester 6 Saxons Rise, Ratby, Leicester LE6 ONF
Tel:Office: (C633) 393662

FIELD HEAD TRAVEL
Private Hire Cars

Local or Distant

Markfield 242133

FROM CHIPPY TO CHIPS
Very few people in Ratby know that

Fish and Chip shop proprietor John
Millington is a skilled Cabinet Maker.

Brought up in Nuneaton, John undertook
a five year apprenticeship in carpentry
and joinery. It was at a regular Saturday
night dance at the 'Grand' in Coalville
that he met future wife Lynne and his
life began to change.

Lynne's parents had always been in the
Fish & Chip shop trade, and following
this tradition, she and John came to Ratby
nineteen years ago to run 'Ratby Fish
Bar' .

John still finds time to practice his
carpentry skills. Amongst other items
he has made a Grandfather clock, bookcases,
and a miniature decorative chair.

I^OQS-

^atby Fish
- 6 - 11.30

IB' for Traditional Tues. &wed. closedB' for Traditional Tues. &Wed. closed :
} Thurs. - 6 - 11.45 5IEnglish Fish & Chips Friday _11.30 _1.30 a.mr

MOUTHWATERINGLY

FRESH
COOKED MEATS and CHEESES

oooooooooooooo

HAM "OFF THE BONE" - ROAST BEEF
ROAST PORK - TONGUE - PORK PIE

RED LEICESTER - DOUBLE GLOUCESTER
BLUE STILTON - CATHEDRAL CITY

ALL FRESHLY CUT FOR YOU_ W

'^FESH CREAM CAKES DAILY'' . V
''FRESH FRUIT <S VEG*
''GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS'̂ ^

'^WINES, BEERS AND SPIRITS''
LUTOMER AND TIGER MILK (1 Itr) £2.99

BLACK TOWER £3.37 COUNTRY MANOR £1.83
SKOL Sip - CARLING 53p HEINEKEN 56p
XXXX - 62p STELLA 7Sp MILLER 56p
NEWCASTLE 67p GUINNESS 90p(Btl)
JOHN SMITHS BITTER 64p
GOLD LABEL 53p (Btl) MANNS 79p (Btl)
WHISKEY - GIN - RUM - VODKA - BRANDY
CIDERS IN CANS AND BOTTLES

JOIN OUR VIDEO CLUB

MEMBERSHIP FREE <s>
SPECIAL OFFERS - GROCERIES

MoDOUGALLS FLOUR S3p
SUGAR 52p CLOVER 48p FLORA 31p
NESCAFE (lOOg) £1.49

ANDREX TWIN PACK 73p
HEINZ BAKED BEANS 22p
WEETABIX (24's) 66p
WHISKAS (LARGE) 3Bp PEDIGREE CHUM
(LARGE) 34p
cms STILL AT PRE-BUDGET PRICES
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

DONIT FORGET YOUR PETS.'

PREPACK HAY - SAWDUST - STRAW
LOOSE RABBIT FOOD - PREMIUM 2Op lb
LOOSE HAMSTER FOOD 20p lb

ALL OFFERS SUBJECT TO STOCK AND
MANUFACTURERS PRICE INCREASES

^ '' ORDERS DELIVERED FREE''
^ TELEPHONE 393241 ^

STAMFORD STREET STORES

NEAREST NOT DEAREST



BCUE£S AHBtf) AT IBB BOLL'S HEM>1

What is it that attracts 5 million people
in France and is about to hit Batby in the
months ahecui? The answer is
"P^tanque", more popularly known aa
"Boules" (pronounced 'boole'), the French
national pastime: a game played on a
fairly level patch of ground, gravel, dirt
or grass, anyvdiere conveniait from the
village square to in front of the Eiffel
Tower. It is played by young and old
alike, friendly matches, family matches,
leagv^ and national coopetitions. The
odd bunp in the ground only adds to the
interest and excitement. Rumour heis it
that the Bull's Head may be providing a
Boules square for us cdl to enjoy in the
summer evenings, so vihat do we need and
how do we play this captivating, edl-
embracing game?

Sets of boules are available from sports,
toy aiKi duty-free shops in plastic, wood
or n^tal. The latter are used ly the
'experts' and indeed, plastic and wooden
boules are reurely seen in France these
days, but they are useful on beaches and
vdien playing with young childrai. A set
can be purchased in a pair, with a jack
("but" or cochomet"), or in sets of four,
six or eight, and the metal ones will last
a life-time.

BU££S

1. Two teams ccoposed of one to four
players each.

1 against 1 (t^te a t^e)
2 against 2 (dcxjblette)
3 against 3 (triplette)
4 against 4 (quadrette)

4 boules each

3 boules each

2 boules each

2 bCHiles each

2. Toss to decide the starting team.

One member from the starting team is
designated "leader" and traces a circle
on the ground 30-50 centimetres maximum
It is in this circle that each player
will place both feet and from vhere he
will throw his boules.

4. From the circle the leader throws the
jack between 6 and 10 metres away and
thOT with a measured underarm throw
tries to land a boule as close to the
jack as possible.

5. A menber of the opposing team then
places himself in the circle and a-img

r\-f Vine ViTMil^ ^4-

Gas AppUance Services-L^cester

SH^OOM &DiY CENTRE
90 Main Street. Newbold Verdon.
Desford, Leicester
Tel: Desford

6 Saxons Rise, Ratby, Leicester LEG ONF
Tel: (0533) 393662

eei, raewDom veraon. P ^

£2 OFF FOR

SERVICING WORK

UNDERTAKEN IN RATBY

M. M. & K. A. PLUNKETT
GENERAL BUILDERS

Quality Tradesman
Free estimate & advice

8 Markfteld Road
Ratby, Leicester
LE6 OLP Tel. Leicester 392464

6. From then on, it is a member of vhich-
ever team is NOT closest to the jack
vho throws.

7. An oppcxient's boule or the jack may be
dislodged quite 'legedly' as Icxig as
the jack remains visible from the
circle (unless hiddmi behind a boule).

8. If one team has no boules left, the
other team ocxitinues.

9. A team gains as many points as it has
boules placed close to the jack in
front of the 'best' boule from the
opposing team.

eg

©

Team X gains 2 points
Team Y gains 0 points

10 To continue, the jack is now thrown by
a player from the winning team from the
spot where it landed previously. The
game continues as before and the
winning team is the first one to total
13 Points.

SS JC»r AT THE BOEIS HEAD FOR MCXtE
IMFCXMAriON.

EATING IN RATBY

Real Ale with your lunch at the Railway

There *s no hint of British Rail sandwiches

at Ratby's Railway Inn.

This traditional pub serves an appeti^sing
selection of lunchtime meals, which we
found good value.

The tasty soup, garnished with herbs,
and served with a crusty cob was almost
a meal in itself at 65p.

We *d recommend both the Gammon sind

Chips at £1.95, or the Grilled Pork Chop
at £1.75. They were attractively presented
with salad and minted peas.

The Ploughmans, at £1.35 proved to be a
generous portion of crusty bread, salad
and cheese.

A cup of piping hot coffee rounded off
our meal, but for those who prefer some
thing a little stronger, there's a real
treat in store.

In April, Everards Brewery are launching
the "Old English Ale Club", and the
Railway Inn will be serving a selection
of guest beers, including 'Old Hooky',
from Hook Norton Brewery in the
Cotswolds, a dark traditional brew, with
an old ale taste, and'Farmers Glory'
a dark dry hoppy bitter from Wadsworths.

If weather permits, there are plans to
hold regular Barbecues in the summer -
the first one is scheduled for May Day.

So make if full steam ahead to the

Railway Inn if you want a good meal and
a real ale!!

SUPPORT LOCAL INDUSTRY

WOODLANDJOINERY
Specialist in Non-StandardJoineiy

STORMPORCHES - WINDOWS
GATES & FENCES

PROPERTY REPAIRS &ALTERATIONS
GARDEN FURNITURE —INTERIOR DECOR
CUT-SIZE TIMBERS DELIVERED TO ORDER

Anything in Wood Considered
25 Yeas Expoience

An Aspects ofHome and Garden CateredFor
J.REYNOLDS
Woodiand Cotts^e
(OppositeTJ.Tubes)

Desford Lane, Raftl^, Leicester

UNIVERSITY of RATBY

FACULTY OF PUBIC HOUSE STUDIES

TEST PAPER I GAMES AND AMUSEMENTS

QUESTION A

Name 5 games or amusements you
would NOT expect to find in a

traditional English Local.

ANSWERS

I AMERICAN "PODL tabu
II JUKE eosk
III f>PAC£ /MvADCBS
IV VIDEO SCBEEnS
V OlSCO

QUESTION B

Name 6 games or Amusements you
WOULD expect to find in a good
traditional local.

ANSWERS

I

II

III

IV

V

VI

p/\eTS

JHOVE HA'PENMV
DOM/MOeS
cRiB ^
CHESS

D£V'L AMO/SOST Tfi£ TA^OR^ v/

PABARI'S
RATBY NEWS

FOR A LARGE SELECTION OF

WIRES, SPIRITS, BEERS, CIDERS IRD
SOFT DRIRKS

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

GREETINGS CARDS, STATIONERY
AND

A VAST SELECTION OF
CONFECTIONERY

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES
DELIVERED DAILY

(INCLUDING SUNDAYS)
SELECTION OF THE LATEST VIDEOS

NOW ON HIRE

OPER TILL 1I.M fM. HORDIT ft SITURDIT
ami TILL 2.N SDRDIT


